v

ERRED TH. 99R wfrafe TH. WY
% 93 for.d. 044 ayfrfar 3.9 9388 afyer




Presented with the highest respect to
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara
Somdet Phra Sangharaja Sakalamahasangha parinayaka
the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand

FELICITATIONS

Your Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara Somdet Phra sangharaja
Sakalamahasanghaparinayaka, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand.

The 39 Nepalese Buddhist Associations, their executive committee members
and the entire Nepalese Buddhist community are deeply honoured by the
fifth visit of Your Holiness to the Birth place of Lord Buddha at Lumbini
and Kathmandu, Nepal.

Your Holiness, who is dedicated to stability of Buddhasasana in Nepal.

When Your Holiness first graced our country with your presence in 1970
as part of the South Asian Buddhist observation tour, Your Holiness
observed firsthand Nepalese Buddhist culture and tradition. As a milestone
in the enhancement of Buddhasasana in Nepal, Your Holiness opened a
golden door of opportunity for Nepal Bhikkhus and Samaneras to study
Buddhism in Thailand.

Following up a decade's work after the first helping hand, 1980 marked
Your Holiness, second arrival in Nepal. On that occasion, Your Holiness
visited Lumbini and encouraged the development of Lumbini according to
its master plan. Your Holiness also met with the members of All Nepalese
Bhikkhu Association and kindly gave instructions for the cause of
development of Buddhism in Nepal.

In 1985, with the gracious consent of His Majesty the King of Thailand,
Your Holiness once again visited Nepal at the humble invitation of Akhil
Nepal Bhikshu Mahasangha. It was a historic occasion in Nepalese
Buddhism as well as Thai-Nepal relations when your Holiness graciously
ordained 73 Nepalese Sakya descendants in the holy land of the Lord
Buddha. It was an unprecedented ceremony as their Majesties the King
and Queen of Thailand graciously sponsored it, followed by the Thai people.
The invaluable sermons given by Your Holiness during the ordination
illuminated and inspired many to understand the practice the teachings of
the Buddha.

Following the great tradition of Lord Buddha on the occasion of the first
alms receiving in Kapilavastu, Your Holiness led 73 Samaneras disciples
for aims, thereby rejuvenating the ideals and principles of Buddhism. On
the occasion, Your Holiness also had an audience with His Majesty the
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King of Nepal at Narayanahiti Royal Palace to whom Your Holiness entrusted
the development of Lumbini and Buddhism in Nepal. Each visit and gracious
contribution of Your Holiness widely benefited many Viharas in the
development of Buddhism in Nepal.

In 1995. Your Holiness visited Nepal for the fourth time. and inaugurated
Thai Kirti Bhawan in Sri Kirti Vihar. Kirtipur, where your Holiness graciously
granted patronage. On that auspicious occasion, Your Holiness also kindly
handed over the holy relics of Lord Buddha and the Arahant nun Yosodhara
to be enshrined in the stupa of Sri Kirti Vihara through the then Right
Honourable Sher Bahadur Deuwa, the Prime Minister of Nepal. The
Uposatha building, Thai Hall and Thai Kirti Bhawan are all made possible
by the generous contributions and blessings made by Your Holiness and

the Thai people.
Your Holiness, with the Highest Reverence for Lumbini.

During Your Holiness third visit of Nepal, Your Holiness initiated the master
plan of Lumbini development. On the following visit, Your Holiness laid the
foundation stone for Wat Thai in Lumbini. Now on Your Holiness fifth visit
with the keen interest on development of Lumbini and Buddhism in Nepal.
the construction of Wat Thai Lumbini, Lumbini Master Plan and other
developments are all currently underway.

Your Holiness, the Fountain of Wisdom and Compassion.

Your Holiness is not only the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, but also a
source of inspiration for all Buddhists around the world. The Buddhist
teachings that Your Holiness had given to Heads of State and Governments
of the countries are instrumental in promoting harmonious coexistence
and world peace. Your Holiness' sermons and books also brought happiness
and illumination not only to Thais but also to countless Buddhists all over

the world.

Please accept our felicitations, Your Holiness. We, the 39 Buddhlis"t
Associations of Nepal along with the entire Nepalese Buddhists invoke the
power of Triple Gem to bless Your Holiness with longevity, good health,
happiness and strength to strive for the perpetuation and stability of Buddha
sasana.

Sri Kirti Vihara, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal.

23rd February 1999
: Bhikshu Aniruddha Mahasthavira
Sanghanayaka of Nepal
Chairman of Felicitations
Committee
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