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(English Language)

Revival of Thevavada : (A Shetch
= Bhikshu Sudarshan

About six hundred years ago the M zhayana monks ware involved in the political pressuts
In Nepal Which is respansible for their disrobing or begin the household monk‘s tradition.
Since then a new tradition of four day’s ordination in the novicehood was begun. There-
for after that in Nepal except in the northern range, yellow robed monks have disappeared.
Nepal revived the yellow robed monks again, who followed the Vinaya rules, in the second
quarter of 20th century AD. In 1928 Mabhaprajna recieved ordination in Kusinagara becomirg
the first novice of the Theravada Sasana in Nepal. As might be known there was great Brahma-
nistic influence in the pnlitics of Nepal. So Sanghamahanayaka Prajnanenda Mehasthavira
was unable to continue the propagation of Dhamma. The then Prime minister Juddha Samser
JBR summoned all the monks and ordered them, not to preach the Dhamma, but the Bhik-
khus never submitted to it, As a result he ordered the monks to leave the country within

three days. All the monks in Nepal were expalled. All Nepalese monks including some
monks ani novices who were expelled assembled in Saranatha and established the Dhar-
modaya Sabha on the 13 th. November 1944. It was the first Buddhist organisation which
is still active and which has developed Itself to National level and already organised fourth
and fifteenth World Buddhist conferences in Nepal as being the regional centre of WEB..

In 1946 due to the effort of a'goodwill mission from Sri Lanka, Nepalese monks were
able to return to their own country, In 1951 the All Napal Bhikkhu Mahasangha was esta-

I:n”s_hecl. After the revival of democracy in the country Nepalese monks had a suitable atmos-
phere in which to propagath the Dhamma. Since then Theravada monks have established
different Viharas. In these days there ara 71.Theravada Viharas throughout the Kingdem as
follows -

1) Padmachaitya vihar, Butawal, stablished in 1987 B. S. -2) Sakyamuni, Bhojpurin
1993. 3) Anandakuti, Kalhrr_\andu 1996. 4) Dharmaseela, Pokhara 1998, 5) Sudarshan,
Banepa 1999. 6) Sumangal. Lalitpur 2000. 7) Shreeghah Theravad, 2000, 8) Ananda,
Tansen 2001. 9) Pranidhipurna, Balambu 2004. 10) Vijayaram, Balambu 2006, 11)
Siddhi, Chainpur 2006. 12) Jayamangal, Lalitpur 2006. 13) Chandrakirti, Banepa 2006.
14) Muni, Bhaktapur 2009. 15) Sugatpur, Trishooli 2007. 16) Jnanodaya, Baglung
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2009. 17) Abhinava, Lumbinl 2012. 18) Sakyasimha, Lalitpur 013. 19) Buddha,
Nepalgunj 016, 20) Shreemangal, Kapilvastu 017. 21) Shikharapur, Dhulikhel 018.
22) Bu@dhﬂ; Dharan 2018, 23) Gautam Buddha, Panga 019. 24) Belubanaram, Thecho
020. 25) Gana, Kath.2020. 26) Shangha Rakshita, Lalitpur 021, 27) Dharmakirti,
Kath. 022, . 28). Sunandaram, Lalitpur 022, 29) Chitawan, Narayangadh 024.
30) llaybahi, Lalitpur 025. 31) Pati, Thimi 025. 32) Dharmachakra Ashram, Kath, 027.
33) Swayambhu Chaitya, Dharan 027. 34) Purvaram, Dhulikhel 027 35) Dharme
Sangraha, Kath. 028. 36) Bauddha Rishi Mahaprajna Asharam, Kath. 030. 37) Buddha
Samakrit. Bhaktapur' 030. 38) Dhyankuti, Banepa 030. 39) Manimandap, Lalitpur
030. 40) Nagarmandap Shreekirti, Kirtipur 030. 41) Shanti Sdkhavas, Lalitpnr 035.
42) Jyoti, Lalitpur 032 43) Anandabhuwan, Kath. 032 44) Shanti, Lalitpur 032,
45) Pavitrakuri, Panga 2034. 46) Buadha, Kath, 035. 47) Bodhisattwa, Chainpur 035.
-48) Machhapuchchhre, Pekhara 2035. 49) Shagharam Bhikshu Talim Kendra, Kath. 037.
50) Prajnanandarem, Lalitpur 2037. 51) siddhimangai, Siddhipur 2038. 52) Kashivarna,
Panauti 2039. 53) Padmasugandha, Kath. 2034. 54) Bodhicharya, Banepa 2041. 55)
Viswasanti. Kath. 041. 56) Mahabodhi, Tansen 041. 57) Bauddha Bhawana Kendra,
Kath. 044. 58) Lokachakra, Dhangadhi 044. 59) vasundhara. Kath 044, 60) Suwarna
c_hhtrapur, Lubhu 045, 61) Jitapn. Gandhakuti, Khokana 045. 62) Nagadesh, Thimi
2045, 63) Narasinharam, Lalitpur 045. 64) Bhabana Jyoti, Chatara 046, 65) Punyo-
dayae, Harisiddhi 046, 66) -. — - Viratnagar 046.  67) Padmakirti, Kath. 047. 68)
Buddha, Dhankuta 047, 69) Balaharshakirti, Khopasi. 70) Swayambhu Chaitya, Urla-
bari 048. 71) Sugatabhocmi Jetavana, Rupandehi 2050

The Nepalese Monks, novices and anagarikas have published about 500 books on
different topics up to now. The number of mionks and novices is around .. ... ...

In general Theravada Buddhist monks are adjusting with traditional Buddhists. The-
favada introduced some new Buddhist festivals such as Vaisakhapuja, Asalahapuja, Magha-
puja. Kathina offering and so on. The Vaisakha festival is called Buddha Jayanti in Nepa!_
and has become the one of the most popular national festivals. This is celebrated in hun-
dreds of viharas and localities all over the Kingdom. 1n 1952 lale King Tribhuvan declared
on Vaisakha day that the Vaisakha day would be a national holiday. At all Theravada
monasteries the Vaisakha festival is obsarved. Especially, in Anandakuti Vihara a Budd-
dhist public meeting under the chairmanship of Prime minister of Nepal is held avery year.

Every fourth year His Majesty the King of Nepal graciously attends this Buddhist public
Meeting in Anandakuti and worships holy relics of Lord Buddha. : !
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The Theravada monks chant the Mahaparitrana on the auspicious birthdsy of His
Majesty the King from the time of the late King Tribhuvana’s birthday. This Mahaparitrana
Chanting by Nepalese Theravada monks is going on to present kings birthday. The Chan-
ting of Mahaparitrana also found popularity in Nepal.

Asalha purnima as the renunciation day by Siddhartha and first sermon_day of Buddhist
tradition people of Nepal pay respect to their teachers so it is call=d Guru Purnima or full
moon day for the worship one's own teachers. The beginning of the rainy season is also
for the rains retreat of monks. It is notable that since the close relation with the Thai
Buddhist follower countries Kathina ceremonies had begun to be celebrated grandiously
at the Theravada centres By the blessing of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, the Nepalese received great patronage and support. For
the first time in Srikirti Vihara, a grand ceremony of group oraination for 73 Sakyas was
conducted by HH Supreme patriarch on 24 November 1985. On the same occasion all the
novices walked for alms following His Holiness for the first time. His Majesty the
King of Nepal received His Holiness in his palace on 29 November 1985. Under the |
patronage of His Holiness, Srikini Vihara is progressing as a notable Buddhist centre of the
Kingdom. This monastery has been receiving contributions from Thai International Airways
Company and Upasaka and Upasikas of Thailand. This is the only monastery in Nepal
which has a Thai style Uposathagara or ordination hall, Other attractive construction here
is the miniature of four Buddhist holy places. 0.
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