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BuppHism Anp Naga BELIEFs

In spite of all the patronage of Asoka
and the glorious accounts of the popularity
of Buddhism in Kashmir, the fact remains
that Buddhism had to face a strong
opposition in the country from the
established beliefs in Naga-worship. Without
adverting to the antiquity of the Naga-
worship, it may safely be stated that Naga
beliefs were quite common in India when
Buddhism made its appearance and that is
the reason why the legend of Nagas and
their conversion by Buddha occur
occasionally in the Buddhist texts. In Ceylon,
Java, and Indo-China, Naga-worship was no
less in vogue, and Buddhism could not help
incorporating into itself some of the local
beliefs in order to secure a footing in these
distant countries. Kashmir was avowedly a
land of Naga-worship. Its two main
chronicles the Nilamatapurana and the
Rajatarangini relate how Kashmir was
created out of water and left to the care of
the Nagas, of whom Nila was the chief. The
Buddhist chronicles also speak of Kashmir
as a land of lakes under the control of the
Nagas. They are generally associated with
watery and mountainous regions, and so it
's quite likely that Kashmir should be called
2 land of Naga-worshippers, and attribute
the origin of its rites and rituals to Nila,
Buddhism probably undermined the faith of
ne people and this was supposed to be
oossible partly on account of the abhinnas

superhuman powers). acquired by the
2cvanced Buddhist monks. Madhyantika is
SaiC 1o have succeeded in winning over a
=rge section of the populace by the show
of his miraculous power. Kalhana also
si=tes it in the Rajatarangini I. 178;

& vadinah parajitya vadena nikhilan budhan,

“mwam Nilapuranoktacchindan nagamadvisha.

"he (Buddhist) disputants, the Veda-

==z after defeating all wise men in

- Nalinaksha Dutt

disputations, brought to an end the rites and
rituals prescribed in the Nilamatapurana.]

The Nilamatapurana also could not
ignore its influence and help prescribing as
follows :- : :

Visnur devo jagannathah
prapte Brahman kalau yuge,
astavimsatitame bhavi

Buddho nama jagad guruh. 684
Pusyayukte nisanathe
Vaisakhe masi Kasyapa,
Tasmat Kalat atharabhya

kale bhavinyatah param 685
Sukle sampujanam tasya

yatha karyam tatha srinu,
Sarvausadhais sarvarathaih
sarvagandhais tathaiva ca. 686
Buddharcasnapanam karyam
Sakyoktair vanais tatha,
Subhasitas ca kartavyah
Sakyavasah prayatnatah. 687
Kvacic citraythutah karyah
caitya devagrihas tatha,
Utsavam ca tatha karyam
natanartaka - samkulam. 688
Sakyanam pujanam karyam
civarahara-Pustakaih,

Sarvam etad bhavet karyam
yavat prapte bhaven magha 689.

[O Brahman, in the 28th Kaliyuga, in
the month of Vaisakha on the full-moon day
with the conjunction of Pusyanaksatra,
Visnu, the lord of the world, will appear as
Buddha, the teacher of the world. Listen how
his worship is to be performed. in the bright
fortnight, the image of Buddha is to be
bathed with water containing all herbs,
jewels and scents and by uttering the words
of Sakya. The place is to be carefully
besmeared with honey; the tempie and the
stupa are to have frescoes, and there
should be dancing and amusements. The
Sakyan worship is performed with civara
(robes), food and books.]
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Lire HisTory oF GAuTAM BupDHA

About 2500 years ago, in the
Himalayas near the river Rapti a small
kingdom Kapilvastu rulled by the Shakyas
in a time. A king named Suddhodana and
her queen Mayadevi rulled the kingdom.

Queen Mayadevi was giving birth to
a child after many years of their marriage.
So, she took permission from the king to go
to her mothers house Devadhaha. In
between the two kingdoms, Kapilvastu and
Devadhaha lied a beautiful garden named
Lumbini. The queen loved the garden so
much. So, she wanted to roam around, for
some time she took pleasure of the garden.
After some time, she gave birth to a baby
boy. She went back to the palace.

Many hermits were invited to bless the
child. Near the palace in the hills lived a
hermit named Kaladevala to whom the
country people and the king believed was
invited. The king wanted the hermit to bless
the child. The king. brought the child and
tried to make him bow the hermit. But the
hermit saw some symptoms that the child
later in the future would become a great
saint. So he began to laugh with happiness
but after a while he became sad and tears
began to flow from his eyes. The king was
surprised watching the scene and asked the
hermit the reason. And the Hermit said that
the child would later become a great saint.
Then the hermit and the king bowed in front
of the prince. (Five days after the birth of
the child the king called) many geniuses and
great persons to give name to the prince.
Many of them suggested to give the baby's
name “Siddhartha”. Which means who will

Saraswati Shakya

be able to do what he wants. They said that
if that child would stay in the palace he would
become a great rulle but if he would go out
from the palace he would become a great
saint. The king was worried wheather the
prince would or wouldn't stay in‘the palace.
After the name given to the prince, the
queen died. Prajapati was the stepmother,
she looked after him very well and loved him
a lot.

The prince became eight years old.
Ateacher taught him many skills. He became
skilled in every field. He used to love every
living creatures, wheather it was a beast or
an innocent creature.

One day when he was roaming in the
palace garden a wounded duck fell in front
of him. It shot by an arrow. Feeling pity on
him he took out the arrow. But Devadatta
his cousin brother came to him and asked
for the duck and said that he had shot it
and the duck belonged to the person who
shooted that but Siddhartha did not agree
and went to the palace where the.great
people would discuss the matter. The
discussion took place for a long period of
time. Most of them thought that Devadatta
was correct. But at the end, a young man
stood up and said, “life greatest right is in
saving someone’s life not taking so in my
opinion, the wounded duck must be handed
to Siddhartha Gautama.” Therefore
Siddhartha was handed the duck but
Devadutta thought of taking revenge on
him.

One day during the time of spring
when every one started to do their job in

30




the field, they all celebrated organising big
feasts. Siddhartha felt lonely and sat silently
under a big branch of bamboo tree. There
he began to meditate. He thought about the
people who were very happy and about the
animals who would be treated very cruelly
during the time of work. After the feast when
Siddhartha and the king were returning to
the palace he began to think about the poor
animals. When the king came to know about
it he began to worry. To reduce his thoughts
and entertain him he thought of building
three palaces. One palace was built of good
quality wood, inside the palace many
perfumed would was used. It was made likely
for winter. Another palace was built likely for
summer. The third palace was likely for
monsoon and the environment was very
pleasant and cool. There were beautiful
gardens and ponds around it, the ponds
were covered with different beautiful
coloured lotus’.

Time passed, the prince had crossed
his childhood and was a youth by then. The
exciting facilitated things did not help in
reducing his concentration on other deep
thoughts. The king very depressed finding
all his plans failing. Then he called all the
palace assistants or workers and asked,
“As the hermit fofecasted that Siddhartha
would become a great saint, Do any of you
have any idea in making him go in the other
way?” they said that if the prince is kept in
the palace entertaining him and marrying
him to a beautiful wife he will surely not think
about leaving the palace. The king thought
that their idea was better. So he asked all
the beautiful girls to come at their best and
taking gifts from the prince. The next day
all the girls came in their best to take gift
from the prince. Every girl came to the
orince to take the gift. The prince gave no
attention to the girls. Although he was
oresenting gifts to the girls his thoughts were
somewhere else. The girls began to talk.
They said, “The prince is not lie other, he is
= good”.

SETGH A

while the girls were coming, the gifts were
decreasing, at the moment a girl who was
at the end came huryingly. The girl came
near to the prince and looked at him and
gave a faint smile, and she asked, "Isn’t
there any gift left for me?” The prince too
smiled at her and said that all the gift were
finished and took off the chain from his neck
and gave it to her. The king found out
information about the last girl and came to
know that she was Yosodhara the Daughter
of king Shuprabuddha.

The prince was married to
Yoshodhara. The king was relived and
thought that Siddhartha would not leave the
palace. The king did not allow him to see
any painful or hurting things, only smiling
faces were near the prince. The king
provided all the happiness to him. Even he
was brought whatever he wanted. He
couldn't forget the sadness of other living
beings. So he asked permission from the
king to let him roam around different places.
The king allowed him and he was permitted
to go. He climbed the carriage and went out
of the palace. He viewed everything clearly.
Everyone there were happy and he was
given a warm welcome. Citizens of the
country were very happy to see him come.
At the same moment he saw an old man,
hardly being able to stand, he said, “Oh king
hatred person give me food, | am dying of
hunger.” Everyone got disappointed seeing
the old man, and called the cops to take
him away so that the prince could not see
him but the prince had already seen him.
He felt very sorry for the man, he thought
about what was the scene about and asked
his carriage rider about it. He asked, "What
was that, why is he so bent ? Why is he
shivering? Why is his hair so white ? What
has happened to his eyes ? Tell me what
does it mean ?" The carriage rider answers
- “This type of person is called old person.
He was not born this way, before when he
was young he was healthy too. He had black
hair and his eyes sharp too. But as time
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passed by he began to become week. You
do not have to surprise and asked, “Will
every one be the same ?” Then he replied,
“Everyone in this world will have to face the
same problem, none can escape this stage.
No one can escape this old age. The scene
that he saw was making him feel uneasy.
The'prince could not sleep that night. He
began thinking about the old age. He
thought, “If only people would get rid of such
poor stage, why doesn't any one try to solve
the solution for such case, leaving
everything and finding out the solution for
such case, is possible and, why can't | do
it". He heard someone cry from behind. A
man was lying down in the dusty ground.
Many red spots had appeared in his body.
His eyes were blinking of sorrow. Every
minute he tried to stand up he fell on the
ground. With kindness and love, he
hurringly went to the person and made him
sit, then he asked, “Where is it paining ?
Why can't you sit properly ?” The sick person
tried to speak but could not. The prince
asked Chandhaka, “Why is this man so ?
What has happened to his voice ? Why
didn’t he answer my question ?” Chandhaka
answered, “Your majesty, do not touch him
he is sick, a dangerous disease has caught
him, his blood contains poison. The old man
dies. The prince asks Chandhaka “Will this
too happen to other person ?

"Yes there are many ! everyone suffers this"
"Why havent people gotvictory overit 7
"Nooneknowswhen somebodycatches
anydiseaseinthefuture.”

“If it is so then the living things of this
world will always have to be scared of it, no
one will know that a healthy person going
to bed will not know that when he wakes the
next morning will too become ill like this old
man. Is this the truth ?

Prince Siddhartha saw a group of
people crying. Infront of them four people
were carrying a person, he had a weak face.
He had no objections even the men were
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carrying them, taking them. The prince
asked, “Why are they crying, and why does
the man asks them to carry him properly?”

He felt a little curious; when they took
the dead body a little away, they put him in
the place where they are kept to be burnt,
and he was set on fire. Then the prince
asked, “Why does the man lying does not
object what the others are-doing with him.”
He replies, “The man is dead, he does not
have any use of his body,” “Dead ! what
does it mean ? Do | too have to die? Do my
father, my wife, my relatives have to die
t00?” “Yes my lord, everyone one day have
to die. There's no way to escape from it,
nor anyone can stop it.” The prince was
surprised. He could not speak word, he felt
that death had surrounded all human
beings.

He returned back to the palace and
sat silently thinking about what he had the
world. There must be any way to get relieved
from this. For me, for my father, for
Yashodhara, for the remaining human
beings. I'll have to find a way out from it”.

The other day he was roaming around
the garden ridding a horse, he saw a saint.
Chandhaka replied to remove the sadness
in the world they leave their homes and
search happiness. Then someone came to
him and greeted him and said that
Yashodhara had given muttered, “One who
is going to hold me has been born." The
child was named Rahula. even his son was
born, Everyone could see that he didn’t care
about his child. His habits started to change.
He went deeper in his thoughts. He asked
Chandhaka to prepare his favorite horse.
Then "he went in this room to see
Yashodhara and his son for the last time. In
the mid-night he left the palace and went
out letting no one see him or her. He turned
back and looked at Kapilavastu for the last
time. They went on and on when it was
slightly dawn. He rode down the horse and
in the bank of the river and he took off it his
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jewels and costly clothes and wore a simple
one. He asked Chanhdaka to Teturn
Kapilavastu with all his things.

This how the 21 - year-old prince from
the Shakya dynasty left the palace to get
victory upon disease, pain and want. He left
his entire family, property, palace etc. He
stayed in under a mango tree. Then later
he moved towards the south. There he
reached the kingdom of Magada,
Rajaghriha. There he was donated many
+ food and different kinds of food. The king

wanted to meet saint Siddhartha. When he:

heard that, he had left the country in search
of knowledge although he was the crown
prince.

Then he went on, he reached a place
where people with no homes lived. There
he saw a heard of sheep. There were many
babies, having wound in their paws. There
were having family loving with each other,
the mother was carefully taking her children.
Saint Siddhartha was pleased to see this
scene. He carried a small sheep and asked,
“Instead of letting them graze in the whole
day and taking them back home in the
evening, where are you taking them in this
sunny afternoon” ? The farmers answered :
“By the order of the king we always have to
take hundreds of sheep to the king. The
king conducts a big pooja.” Saint Siddhartha
too went with them. There the king was
conducting a big pooja and the sheep was
taken there and a long sword was being
raised to kill the animal. Suddenly
Siddhartha stopped him and in a polite

manner he told the king, “Your majesty, do-

not let the slitter take its life, it is easy to be
destroyed but difficult to clear its problem,
fke human'’s every living things love its life.
Everyone is scared of death. If human need
and want politeness, kindness and love then
ne firstly should have it by himself, he
should not take anyone’s life, if we need
“2ppiness then we should give to others
0. What kind of jobs he does he will to get
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similar results.

Then the king bowed him and asked
him to give some of the knowledges to his
country people. Siddhartha replied that
uniess he gets the knowledge what he is
looking for he could not stay there. So he
went away from there. He went out of the
kingdom and stayed with some saints. One
saint Alara Kalama told Siddhartha, “The
things I knew is also known by you, you can
too teach it to others, there is no difference
in you and me in knowledg now so we should
teach others about it.” Then Siddhartha
asked, “Now, don't you have anything to
teach me, can you teach me the way to get
victory on disease and death?” The saint
answered that he could not later he took
leave from Alara Kalama saint. He traveled
many places in search of knowledge. As he
went on he met another saint Uddhaka. He
too got many knowledge from the saint and
again left from there. At that time there was
a saying that if someone left his home and,
by giving pain to their body, he would live
happy and would go to heaven so many
people were meditating hurting their body.
But he did not think that it would work so he
searched for a suitable place and started
his meditation of high standard. People
stared calling him Buddhist two, which meant
a person in search of knowledge. At that
time five saints, too sat with him, they were
Kaundinya, Bhaddiya, Vappa, Mahanama,
Assaji.

Siddhartha stared his meditation very
strictly. He left eating food. His body was very
lean and thin. He became very weak and
he fainted. A shepherd saw him and soon
he gave bodhisattwa, the milk of a sheep
after a while he became conscious and
thought that how did he faint and how did
he become conscious. Then he said to
himself that if that boy had not fed him. He
would have died and what would have
happened to the knowlege he was
searching for. He realised that he had given
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too much pain to his body, then onwards he
had his regular meal and was settled in
Isipatana Migadavana.

There was a lady named Sujata. She
used to come to a bodhi - tree and prayed
that she would like a baby boy on her first
birth child, so as her prayer, she gave birth
to a baby boy, she was very much pleased
and she regularly used to donate the tree
some milk and rice. So the next day when
she saw Bodhishatwa sitting under the tree
she thought that he was a god and served
it all to him. At the evening a brhaman
named Shothiya gave him some gras on
which he sat at night facing east ward. He
started meditating; he thought that unless
he finds the way of being released from
death. Sorrow, diseasse even he faces
death. Then he thought how does someone
faces sorrow when he was at the age of 35,
he had the remembrance of the time when

‘e was at the palace he was meditating,
many demons tried to disturb him but he
did not leave his mission, in the peace
silence environment he thought about the

_reason of life and why do people suffer in
their old age, why do people get disease ?

- How do people get sorrows ? This way on

.. the day of Vaishakha Purnima he received

‘the knowledge, he was enlightenment. A 35
year old saint Siddhartha became Buddha.
He was very much relived and he got all the
knowledge he had been searching for many
years. He started - preaching his knowledge
all over the world. People used to respect
him, come to hear his speeches and come
to him with their problems. And he would
make them. satisfy with good answers.

" Time went on and on he had some
message from his father that before dying
he would like to meet his son. So Gautama
- Buddha started his journey to Kapilavastu.
When he reached there, king Suddhodana
saw him coming carrying a bowi in, which
people would give him food with much
respect and honour. But the king did not

SATGI A

like it, he felt that he was begging people
for food. And he said to Buddha, “You left
home for begging around for food, you are
a prince remember, by receiving food from
my people you have let me down. Begging
for food like beggars had never been done
in our dynasty.” Then Gautama Buddha
said, “Your majesty, have | really gone
against my fore fathers ?” King said,
“According to my remembrance power no
one have upto now begged for food.” Then
Buddha answered,” It is true but this was
also been one before and | am just
preceding it. The king was satisfied and he
too gave him food as others. His followers
were called in the wife and child. After few
days king Suddhodana became very sick
and Buddha returned again, after two days
making everyone sad the kind died.

Time passed by and many incidents
occurred, Gautama Buddha became older,
he started becoming weaker. One day he
was resting, he was suffering from disease.
Saint Ananda saw him lay down so week
and thought that now he would die and he
started crying staying in one corner. After
some time Buddha opened his eyes, but he
did not see Ananda there so he asked the
other saints that where was he. They.replied
that he was in a corner crying. He asked
them to call him and spoke some words to
him. Then Ananda said, “Oh Gautama
please do not die here in this forest, please
die in other kingdoms." Buddha said,
“Ananda don't say that, this forest was in
the past a beautiful kingdom or give others
the news and call them here and say that |
would like to see them before my death.
Everyone came to see him crying he said
some thing to them and later did not speak
a word. At the age of 80, in the day of
Vaishakha Purnima, this how the light of Asia
Shakyamuni Buddha's life ended. But even
though his death, his noble advices still
guide us to the right path.
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