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Date: March 2nd 2001

To,

H. E. President
World Fellowship of Buddhists -
Bangkok

Your Excellency

It is with heavy heart and deep regret that the world today is witnessing the systematic
destruction of world heritage, The Buddha Statues in Bamiyan, Afghanistan on the direct order of
spiritual leader of Afghanistan. These Buddhists statues and artifacts belong to the world, and the
present destruction is not only a loss to the world at general but especially to the whole Buddhist
Community of the world. ' .

We would like to appeal to you to immediately lodge the strongest protest to the United Nation
Bodyaswellasinstmcta]luurregionaloenterstomarchtothenmreg‘onallmpﬁimasweﬂ as to
their respective governments to take up this issue and put pressure to stop this carnage.

WeinNepalplantotakeoutamammothpmossionandshowomdismayatwhazis
happening at Bamiyan, Afghanistan.

Yours in Dhamma

Loke Darshan Bajracharya
President

‘Mr.Loke Darshn

Vice-President of the WFB

Kamaladi

P. O. Box 2810, Kathmandu 31 :

Nepal.

Dear Mr.Loke Darshan,

You are probably aware by now that the Taleban militia in Afghanistan has announced its
intention to destroy systematically the priceless historical and cultural artifacts including our world
heritage of the Buddha Statues in Bamiyan.

The headquarters of the World Fellowship of Buddhisis, representing all our friends in the
Dhamma, views this incredible shocking misfits with grave concerns and promptly submits our appeal
to the Talebah leader and our request to the Director General of UNESCO to react on this terrible gross
negligence on the part of those concerned in the Taleban militia regime, the copies of which are
attached.

In addition to the WFB's appeals from the Headquarters, I am of the view that, if our Vice-
Presidents could request the governments and the authorities concerned in their areas to make an appeal
to this effect, it would increase the impact of the concerted world community's pressure on the Taleban
Regime to stop their senseless and tragic action.

I would sincerely request you to seek urgently the support from the authorities concerned in
your country.
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Amirul Mominun Mullah Mohammad Omar
Taleban militia's supreme leader
Kabul, Afghanistan.
Sir,
The Buddhists all over the world have learnt with grave concern and

with a deep sense of regret the reported news of the destruction of the Buddha
images in Afghanistan, including the ancient Buddha statues at Bamiyan.

For centuries, the Buddha statutés at Bamiyan have been revered by the
Buddhists as symbols of the Buddhist spirit of loving kindness, compassion and
tolerance. They are greatly admired by people all over the world as a unique
cultural heritage of Afghanistan and considered as part of the world cultural
heritage. Their cultural significance are highly regarded by people of all faiths.
As you may recall, it was reflected in a Reuters' repot in 1997 that, in an
interview with Senator Raja Muhammad Zafarul Hagq, the Secretary-General of
the World Muslim Congress "the Taleban leadership... had no intention to pull
down the two Buddha statues in Bamiyan and that Islam does not permit
desecration of religious sites of other religious faiths.”

The World Fellowship of Buddhists (WFB) is an international body
established by the representatives of the World Buddhists in 1950 and
“ represents all the Buddhists the world over. The main function of the WFB is to
promote peace and unity.

On behalf of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, I wish to appeal to you
as leader of Afghanistan, and to your conscience in a spirit of tolerance, to stop
the destruction and vandalism of Buddhist images in Afghanistan.

Your good deeds will be blessed and remembered by us all.

Yours sincerely,
Phan Wanpamethee,
President of WFB

R ‘ ‘ A



Taliban step further into international isolation

Afghanistan's ruling  Taliban
militia  Slipped  further into  the
international wilderness on Friday as they
ignored global appeals to stop destroying
precious historical monuments.

Even before tank shells and

rockets rained down on the ancient.

Buddha statues in the central province of
Bamiyan Friday, the world had warned
that the Islamic militia's credibility was
on the line.

France has told the Taliban
leadership, which controls some 90
percent of Afganistan and craves
international recognition, that it was
stoking "hostlity” to its regime in the
world's capitals.

"It is not with such behaviour that
the Taliban will be able to come closer to
the international community." foreign
ministry spokesman Bernard Valero said.

"So long as the Taliban do not
radically change their behaviour as
regards terrorism, drugs, human and
especially women's rights and the search
for a negotiated peace in Afghanistan, the
international community and public
opinion, notably in France, will remain
hostile." '

Taliban leader Mulla Mohammad
Omar, an Islamic scholar who shuns most
contact with non-Muslims, on Monday
issued a decree ordering the destruction of
all statues in Afghanistan to prevent them
being worshipped as "false idols."
Appeals to spare the Afghan statues have
come from Buddhist, Christian and
Muslim countries, including the Taliban's
closestally Pakistan.

UN special envoy to Afghanistan
Francese Vendroll said he discussed the
edict with the Taliban foreign ministor in

‘Kabul on Thursday but was told "the

(Islamic Emirate) Taliban is not in the
habit of rescinding their edicts."

"I told him that the international
community is baffled at the moment and
it would create international outrage if the
edict. is carried out," said Vendrell, who
heads the United Nation's political
division in Afghanistan.

AFP.
Destruction of statues irk Nepal
Kesav Pradhan
Kathmandu, March 2

The Taliban's decision to destroy
ancient statues of the Buddha has evoked
a feeling of shock and anger in Nepal- the
birthplace of the founder of Buddhism.

Describing the Taliban action as
"reprehensible," the Nepalese government
has called upon the world community to
jointly protect the statues situated in
different places in Afghanistan.

The Akhil Nepal Bhikkhu
Mahasangha had asked the government to
initiate diplomatic initiatives in this
regard.

Mahasthavir  Sudarshan, vice-
president of” the-Mahasangha, said: "It's
highly regréttable that a move is on to
destroy the statues, which stand as a
symbol of human civilisation, "He
added:" such destruction has rarely taken
place in recent history. I have even seen
restoration of Buddhist monasteries that
were destroyed during the Chinese

Cultural Revolution.”
2 (Hindustan Times, Marcha-3)
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