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TTeRTr( azFI: Et-S I kq Ttgqtq gq Tdiirq t
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bq q* eqrfrrfr qrux &frFra qr ronsq
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qpq, qqffi wq {E qqrqkr qT;Efii fufrqr
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Hfr aqro sflq frEm, BErd
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E',Tur{ c,trm zil;t'iil:E F4arrE) qrE-F€Ti q
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"la 
FiqFi, t t r+,rt srfrfr

qrt m,'sqg r ffi€ Oxroic,
dictionaryfie niest qru {S-+qf sf,t q:-

1. qt1lao ry EI?i qTq?r q'ETfud'aqfu 
i

Ofncial Mnister of religious worship

r. tr;r+ Fq a1fii+ arq qrgrq' I

Clergyman having arlhoritv to administer tle
secrament.

1. qrq qTqr qrq B{k6Tr qrs qfu' r "

Authority to pronource absolution.

, i:,fi6.,ffii,,ffip @ 1;q?FM.
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yT gqTd qTg fl-EFI: {flq'ftfEqiq !!-sTr:
ht{ftT qg qs,q furfuq.{ fu* & o
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BFE{ntrrffirfir ilkE'H'nr(66Enr Ern{qrq sl<rqr 3rcftrd Ealf,ffi eqff rrf, ffir
ffi trff kqq dr6 tnr.cc< dq6r qaqn-drqrrrril {di*wII?Fr

BraaT ffi{ fiTq|{ERr }ftrd rflqr(dr ifr srqr -
To,

Date: March 2nd 2001

H. E President
World FellowshiP of Buddhists

Bangkok

Your ErcellencY '

It is with heaw heart ad deep regret- that the world today i: witnessing the systematic

destnrction of world herirage, The Buddba Statues in Bamiyan' Afgh?4:tan orl tllt direct oder of
,p*q,d leader of Afghanfi; These Buddhists statues and artifacts belong to the world, and the

pr"r"ot destnrction is not only a loss to the world at general but especialiy to the whole Buddhist

Community of the world.

We would like to appeal toyou to inmeAiatety lodg9 the sEongest profit to the United Nation

Body as well as instruct ar 6rir regidd centers to march to the nearcst regional UN offices as well as to

O"ir rttp""ti* govemm€nts to take up this issre and 
1r 

nressue to 
Y yt *t::

We in Ne,pal plan to take out a maomoth procession and show our dismay at what is

happening at Bamiyaq Afghanistrn.

Yours inDharnma
r"G P,ttn* Bajracbarya
kesidmt

Mr.l,oke Darshd
*n*--P;;;d*;the wFB
Kamaladi
P. O. Box2810, Kdrmandu 3l
Nepal,

DearMr.Loke Darshan,

you are puobably aware by now that the Taleban militia in Afghanistm has annornced its

intention to d*troy systeoaticalty ihe priceless historical and culftral artifacs including our world

heritage of the Buddha Statues in Bamiyan

The hea&luarters of the World Felloruship of Butldhistq repre-senting It oy friends in the

Dhamma views thii incredible shocking misfits u'ith grave concgry1-a1{ prornptly submils our 4peal
to the Talebah leader and our request to-the Di:ector General of UNESCO to react on this terrible gross

negligence on the part of those concerned in the Talebaa miutia regrmg the copies of whieh are

anached.-"*-"--'In 
addition to the WFB's appeals from th9 HeadquarteR I am of the view that, if our Vice'

presidents could requestthe governments and &e authorities concerned in their aleas to make an appeal

to tlris effect, it rrouio lnseaie the impact of thE concerted world connmtrnity's pressure on the Taleban

Regime to stop their senseless and ragic action.

I would sincerely request you to seek urgently the support frorn the &rthorities concerned in

your count!ry. 
- 

-3ilq4[fu 11



,,wryg*q;1 3IEqqTfr 6rsrq1ft qd,.EE ffi affi Tardf ?fird-

funirui Mominun h{ullah Mohammad Omar

Taleban militie's supreme leader

Kabul, Afghadstan:

Sir,

The Buddhists all over the world irave learnt with grave gonoem and

wi*r a deep sense of regret the reported news of the destnrction of the Buddha

ir"-S* il AfghanistaA tcludi*g the ancient Buddha stat*es at Balrriyan.

For centtrries, the Buddha statutds at Bamiyan have been revered by the

g"Adhistr ;;r*b"is of the Buddhist spirit of loving kindness, compassion and

toi*r*r". Th+ are greatly admired by people all over the world as a gnique

cultural heritage of ifgftioistan and ionsi-a9reA * P*t of the world-cultural

heritage. Their cultural-rigninr*te ar€ highly regalded by people of all faiths'

As you *uy ,..Jt, it *L reflected in a neuters' rqlot jn 1997 &at, in an

iot *ir* *itU S*o"t* Raja Muharnmad Zafarul Haq, the Secretary-General oi

the WorlA Muslim Congriss "ttre Taleban treadership".. had no intention to putrl

do*n the fwo Buddhi statues in Banriyan and that Islam does not pe'rnnit

d.sr"ratioo of refigious sites of ottrer religious faiths."

The World Fellowship of Buddhists (W-FB) is an internation{ bodl

established by the representatives of the World Buddhists^ + l:Jo and

,upr.r.ot, all ihe Buddhists the world over. The main firnction of the SIFB is to

prcmote peace and unitY.

On behalf of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, I wish to appeal to you

uu fruao of afgt*it*ro- and to yu.o tottucience in a spirit o{tolerance, to stop

the destruction and vandalisrn of Buddhist images in Afghanistan'

ssed andremernbered bY us all"Your good deeds will be ble

Yours sincerely,, *s##3ffi$[*

11
Bnr<$



Taliban step furttrer .into international isolation
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban UN special envoy to Afghanistan

rnilitia Slipped further into the Francese Vendroll said he discussed the

international wilderness on Friday as they .edict with the Taliban foreign ministor in
ignored global appeals to stoP destroying Kabul on Thursday but was told 'the
p-reciouslistoricaimonuments. (Islamic Emirate) lAjba1 is not in the

Even before tank shells and habit of rescinding their edicts."

rockets rained down on the ancient

Buddha ststues in the central province of
tsamiyan Friday, the world had warned
that the Islamic militia's credibility was

on thp line.
France has told the Taliban

leadership, which controls some 90
percert of Atg-anistan and cravss
international recognitioq that it was
stoking uhostlity" to its regime in the
world's capitalS.

"I told him that the international
community is baffled at the momert and
it would create international outrage if the
edict. is carried ou!' said Vendril! who
heads the United Nation's political
division in Afghanistan. 

AFp.

Destnrction of statues irk Nepal
Kesav Pradhan
Ifuthmandu,Ivlarch 2

The Taliban's decision to destroy
"It is not with zuch behaviour that ancient statues of the Buddha has evoked

the Taliban will be able to corne closer to a fbeling of shock and anger in Nepal- the
the international cortmunity." forergn birthplace of the founder ofBuddhism.

.ministry spokesman Bernard Valero said. pescribing the Taliban 'action as

"So long as the Taliban do not "reprehensible," the Nepalese goverrunent

radically change their behaviour as has called upon the world community to
regards terrorisnr, drugs, human and jointly protect the statues situated in
especially women's rights and the search different places in Afghanistan.

for a negotiated peace in Afghanistan, the The Akhil Nepal Bhikkhu
international community and public Mahasangha had asked the government to
opinio4 notably in France, will remain initiate diplomatic initiatives in this
hostile." regard.

Taliban leader Mulla Mohammad Mahasthavir Sudarshan, vice-
Omar, an Islamic scholar who shuns most president ,f.&e-I\&asangh4 said: "It's
contact rru{th non-Muslims, on Monday highly reffiable that a move is on to
issued a decree ordering the destruction of destroy the statues, u'hich stand as a
all statues in Afghanistan to prevent them symbol of human civilisatiorq 'He
being worshipped as "false idols." added:" such destructim has rarely taken

Appeals to spare the Afghan statues have place in recent history. I have even seen

come fiom Buddhist, Christian and restoration of Buddhist monasteries that
Muslim countries, including the Taliban's were desroyd during the Chinese

close$elly Palii$an. 
luhural lmhtln.' Gra&,,srh.qrr.r.b.,r,

1iffIanfi
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rr$rqr i{frqr '13Trrrr6[ Iragr frfo6 t4{'
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iqrrdNT < iqrrfrm ri €i fu me
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qffi ffi ft1q gggq r tnerqr
frqq-fir eqm, qnffiffi sraarrt.l{-3{Elrlit

wr tqrtt +d qfitqfu iktrrd f{6nrqr
ffirdsffiqdrqqr{tHrq t

qftd Tr{qr ( Erdqqrere trc lTqdr
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gT. iffifi 'ffi;' q6g, Hqrq qdq, Bflq
trt cqi fuqr<rq +rfr eild ?Fqqr'

qa+Tfiq srTrq ( q?[€rr, guffi, Errtra

*r., gart ( qr€ {f,wfr; qsqtlT, *d
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