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"Late Ven. Dr. Amritananda Mahanayaka Mahathero"

[This article is presented as a tribute to late Ven'ble Amritananda on the occasion of
his 9th commemoratlve anniversary celebration]

Late Venble. Dr. = Amritananda
‘Mahathero was born_at Tansen in
1918 A. D. He left home at the age of 18 in 1936
and. became a monk at Kushinagar in northen
India. He spent the hext 6 years in Myanmar and
in Srilanka studying Buddhism and Pali literature.
He was gtventhehlghcrordmauonofmonkhood
(Upasampada) in 1940 .

He returned to Nepal for the propagation
and spreading of Buddhism in 1942. But due to the
antagonistic  attitude of the then government
towards Buddhist activities, he was obliged to
leave the country along with a few other monks
m1944. He lived in exile for some yvears abroad. .

Ven'ble Amritananda was able to return
again to Nepal after his exilation with a goodwill
mission from Srilanka under the leadership of the
late ven'ble Narad Mahathero. The delegation
successfully persuaded the then prime minister of
Nepal, Padma Shumsher to permit the Nepalese
monks to return home from exile. He lived at
Ananda Kuti Vihar, Swayambhu in Kathmandu
since then, devoting all his energy and time for the
spliftment of Buddhism in Nepal and abroad as

well. - ;
' Venble Amritananda led Nepalese
delegation in 1950 to the first conference of the
world Fellowship of Buddhists [WFB] in Sr
Lanka. The 4th and 15th: WFB conferences in
1956 and 1986 respectively in Kathmandu were
saccessfully conducted and completed under his

Ven'ble Amritananda had travelled
wadely to deliver lectures on Buddhism. He
participated in the world Religious conferences in
Wamice in 1960 and in Tokyo in 1964. He also
garucipated in the world peace conferencein
Selsinki in1965.

Ven'ble Amritananda was confered the
of 'Gaden' in 1959 during his visit: ta
lia. He was offered the title of 'Nepala
Sobhana Sri Dhammarakshita Vansalankara'
1965 from Srilanka. His Majesty, the late King

_ Ven_.DharmaMurjti
of Nepal, Mahendra Bir Bikram Shahdev
decorated him with the medal 'Gorkha Dakshina .
Bahu' in 1968. The Sri Lanka Bhikkhu Sangha
cdnferrcdonlumtheuﬂeof'Mahanayaka in Sri
Lankam1984

. "Ven'ble Amnlananda passed the Acharya
(M. A.) examination with distinction from Nalanda
Pali Institute, India. The Buddhist Academy of
Ceylon conferred on him the title of D.Litt. in
1976. Nalanda Pali Institute honoured him with
honorary doctorate - in 1979. The
Mahachulalongkon Buddhist University of Bankok
gave him a honorary Doctorate in Buddhist studies
in 1987.

As a research scholar he'd made.a unique
contribution to Buddhist studies by publishing a
series of books in Nepali Language. He'd written
and published more than 70 books in Nepall
Nepal and English. - .

" Ven'ble Amritananda was one of the
founders of - Dharmodaya Sabha  (1944)
Dharmodaya' magazine (1950). He was the
founder of 'AH-Nepal 'Bhikkhu councii’ (1951).
He also founded Ananda Kuti Bidyapeeth, a high
School in 1952 and Ananda Kuti Vihar Trust in
1973. A]lcredltgoestohnnonestabhshmgof
YV[BA in 1962, too.

It's mentionable that all Lhese are in _
action. But its in doubt that how many of them
remember him or follow his interests. So, it's high
time to revaluate and regenerate the activities
accordance with him. It - would be practical
commemoration in real sense. r

May he attain Nibbana.
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