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dmbassador of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka in Nepal

It is with a great pleasure I am sending this message to the special issue
of the ‘Ananda Bhumi’ magazine, which publish every month for the benefit of
laymen who are keen on learning the teachings of Lord Buddha. It is a notable
act that the magazine has been published continuously over a 28 yea
irrespective of the difficulties and hardships faced. I would like to convey m
best wishes to the publishers for their untiring efforts and also to continue
propagating Dhamma in the Land where Lord Buddha was born. "

Since year 2000, the Vesak Full Moon Day has been recognized by the |

United Nations, as a day important for the Buddhists all over the world. As the
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the Kingdom of Nepal, the birth place of Prince
Siddhartha Gauthama, I am proud to say that Sri Lanka took the initiative wit
the support of the other Buddhist countries and the likeminded countries, for the
‘United Nations to give this particular day the due recognition, nearly 2600 years
after the birth of Lord Buddha.

On the Vesak Full Moon Day, Buddhists world over celebrate the Birth
the Enlightenment and the Passing Away of Lord Buddha and contemplate his
teachings by performing various acts such as almsgiving, donating blood/ eyes
meditating and attending religious activities. We, the Buddhists in Nepal should
take this occasion to take the message of Lord Buddha to the people to wipe
away the terror and violence from the society and promote the peace and
tolerance enabling people to live in harmony.
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MAHA PARINIBBANA SUTTA
How the Relics were distributed

At that time venerable
Mahakassapa was joumneying along the
highway from Pava to Kusinara
accompanied with a large company of
bhikkhus amounting to about five hundred.
The venerable Mahakassapa steeped out
from the road and sat at the foot of a certain
tree. Then a certain ajivaka who had
picked up a mandar flower in Kusinara,
was travelling along the high-road leading
to Pava. Venerable Mahakassapa saw the
ajivaka coming in the distance, and spoke
to him thus. "Friend, do you know our
teacher?" "Yes, friend | know. Today is the
seventh day from the parinibbana of
samana Gotama. This Mandara flower
was picked up by me from there." Then of
the bhikkhus there were not some yet
freed from the passions, some threw up
their arms and wept. Some flung
themselves on the ground, folled about to
and fro bewailing, 'the Buddha has passed
into parinibbana too soon, the Sugata has
passed into parinibbana too soon, the eye

@& ®e worid has disappeared too soon. And

Dhidhus who were freed from

jn. =g mindful and composed, they

E s=fiecing, ‘component things are
Tpemmenert. How could it be otherwise?"

Then at that time, a certain
Subhadda, who had entered the Order in his
old age was in the group. Then Subhadda,
the old entrant to the samgha, spoke thus to
the bhikkhu. 'Enough friends do not weep,
do not lament. We have been well-freed from

- Ven. Weragoda Sarada Mahathero

the great samana. We were oppressed by his
saying, 'this is proper for you, this is not
proper for you.! Now we can do what we like,
and do not do what we like not.! Then
Venerable Mahakassapa spoke to the
bhikkhus. "Enough friends, do not weep, do
not lament. Has it not been declared by the
Buddha, friends, in advance, itself, that it is
the nature of all things that we hold pleasant
and dear, that we move out, leave and sever
ourselves from what we hold dear. Where
could you get a situation where what is
brought into being, put together land subject
to dissolution would not break; up ? Such a
situation does not occur. And there could not
be such a situation as to wish that the body of
the Tathagata may not come to dissolytion."

Then at that time, four Malla
chieftains, having bathed their heads, and
wealfing new clothes, thinking, 'we will set
fire to the Buddha's pyre,' strived to set fire to
it, but were unable to do so. Then thé Mallas
of Kusinara said thus to venerable
Anuruddha. "Venerable sir, Anuruddha,
what is the reason, what is the cause that
these four Malla chieftains, who, having
bathed their heads, and wearing new
garments, attempting to set fire to the
Buddha's pyre, have not been successful in
doing so?" "Vasitthas, the desire of the
deities is different." "Venerable sir, what is
the desire of the deities?" "Vasitthas, the
desire of the deities is that venerable Maha
kassapa being on his way from Pava to
Kusinara with a large company of bhikkhus
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numbering five hundred, and so long as the
venerable MahaKassapa does not salute the
feet of the Buddha with bended head, the pyre
of the Buddha shall not set alight."
"Venerable sir, let it be so as the deities
wish."

‘A_rrival. of Maha kassapa

Then  venerable = Mahakassapa
arrived at where the pyre of the Buddha was,
near the Makutabandhana cetiya of the
Mallas of Kusinara. Having arrived, he wore
his robe covering one shoulder, and with
folded hands walked three times round the
pyre with his right hand towards it in
-veneration, and opening the feet to sight
saluted the feet of the Buddha with bended
head. And the five hundred bhikhus too, with
their robes covering one shoulder, and with
folded hands walked round the pyre, keeping
their right turned towards it in veneration, and
worshipped the feet of the Buddha with
bended heads. And as the venerabla
Mahakassapa and the five hundred bhikkhus
completed their homage, the pyre of the
Buddha burst into flames by itself.

_ As the body of the Buddha was burnt,
neither ash particles remained of whatever
had been of the skin, the integument, flesh,
sinews and the fluid of the joints, neither soot
nor ash was seen. Only bodily relics
remained. Just as there remains no soot or ash
when ghee or oil is burnt, in the same
whatever there was of skin, integument, flesh,
sinews, and the fluid of the joints, neither soot
nor ash was seen. Only bodily relics
remained. And of the five hundred pairs of
cloth, the cloth that was at the bottom of all,
and the cloth that was at the top of all were
not burnt. When the body of the Buddha had
been burnt, torrents of water fell from the sky,

exinguished the pyre of the Buddha. And
water from the sala trees too poured forth, and
extinguished the pyre of the Buddha. The
Mallas of Kusinara also extiguished the pyre
of the Buddha with water scented with many
perfumes.

The the Mallas of Kusinara laid the
bodily relics of the Buddha inside a lattice
work constructed with spears within the

Council Hall land surrounding it with a

rampart of bows, honoured, respected,
venerated and reverenced them with
dance, song, music, garlands and perfumes
for seven days.

Requests for Relics

The Magadhan king Ajatasttu, son
of Vedehi heard that the Buddha had passed
into parinibbana at Kusinara. Then the
Magadhan king Ajatasattu, son of Vedehi
sent a messenger to the Mallas of Kusinara

saying, "the Buddha was a khattiya. I too am

a khattiya. I too am worthy to receive a
portion of the bodily relics of the Buddha. I
too shall build a stupa for the relics of the
Uddha“and hold a fitting festival in their
honour."

The Licchavis of Vesali too heard
the news that the Buddha had passed into
parinibbana at Kusinara. Then the Licchavis
of Vesali sent a messenger to the Mallas of
Kusinara. "The Buddha was a khattiya. We
too are khattiyas. We too are worthy to
receive a portion of the bodily relics of the
Buddha. We too shall build a thupa for the
bodily relics of the Buddha, and holding a
fitting festival in their honour."

The Sakyas of Kapilavatthu heard
the news that the Buddha had passed into
parinibbana at Kusinara. Then the Sakyas
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of Kapilavatthu sent a messenger to the
Mallas of Kusinara saying, "the Buddha is
our noblest kinsman. We too are worthy of
receiving a portion of the bodily relics of the
Buddha; We too shall erect a thupa for the
bodily relics and hold a festival in their
honour."

The Bulis of Allakappa heard the
news that the Buddha had passed into
parinibbana in Kusinara saying, "the
Buddha was a khattiya. We are also
khattiyas. We too are worthy of receiving a
portion of the bodily relics of the Buddha. We
also shall erect a stupa to the relics of the
Buddha and hold a festival in their honour."

The Koliyas of Ramagama heard the
news that the Buddha had passed into
parinibbana in Kusinara. Then the Koliyas
of Ramagama sent a messenger to the
Mallas of Kusinara saying "the Buddha was
a khattiya. We too are worthy of receiving a
portion of the bodily relics of the Buddha. We
also shall erect a stupa to the relics of the
Buddha, and hold a festival in their honour.

The brahmana of Vethadipa heard
the news that the Buddha had passed into
parinibbana in Kusinara. Then the
brahmana of Vethadipa sent a messenger to
the Malas of Kusinara saying,"the Buddha is
2 kahttiya. | am a brahmana. I am also
worthy to receive a portion of the bodily
relics of the Buddha. I shall also erect a stupa
to the relics of the Buddha and hold a festival
in their honour.”

The Mallas of Pava heard the news
that the Buddha passed into parinibbana in
Kusinara. Then the Mallas of Pava sent a
messenger to the Mallas of Kusinara saying,
"the Buddha is a Khattiya. We too are

khattiyas. We are also worthy of receiving a
portion of the bedily relics of the Buddha. We
too shall erect a stupa to the relics of the
Buddha, and hold a festival in their honour."

When this was said, the Mallas of
Kusinara said thus to the assembled
gathering. "The Buddha has passed into
parinibbana within our village region. We
shall not give away portions of the relics of
the Buddha."

Intervention of Brahmana Drona

When this was said, the Brahmana
Drona said thus to the assembled crowd:

"Good ones, listen to this one word of
mine. Our Buddha advocated forbearance. It
would be unseemly if there arises strife over
the bodily remains of such a noble person.

"Good ones, let us all with one
accord, and in peace, and joyous heart divide
the remains into eight portions. There shall be”
stupas spread in all directions. Many are those
who are delighted with the All- semg One."

, "In that case Brahmana, many you
yourself divide well, the bodily relics of the
Buddh into eight equal portions," Drona, the
Brahmana replying to the assembled
gathering said, "good ones, let it be so," and
divided well, the bodily relics of the Buddha
into eight equal portions.

Then he said thus to the assembled
gathering. "Good ones, may you give me this
measure. | shall also erect a stupa over the
measure and hold a festival in its honour."
They handed over the measure to the
Brahmana Drona. The Moriyas of
Pipphalivana heard the news that the Buddha
had passed into parinibbana in Kusinara.
Then the Moriyas of Pipphalivana sent a
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messenger to the Mallas of Kusinara. "The
Buddha was a khattiya. We too are
khattiya." We too are worthy to receive a
portion of the bodily relics of the Buddha. We
shall also erect a stupa over the relics of the
Buddha and hold a festival in their honour."
There- are no more portions of the bodily
relics of the Buddha. All the bodily relics
have been divided. You may take the
cinders." Then they removed the embers from
there.

Erection of Stupas

Then Ajatasattu, the king of
Magadha, son of Vedehi erected a stupa in
Rajagaha, over the bodily relics of the
Buddha, and held a festival in their honour,
The Licchavis of Vesali erected a stupa in
Vesali over the bodily relics of the Buddha,
and held a festival in their honour. The
Sakyas of Kapilavatthu erected a stupa over
the bodily relics of the Buddha in
Kapilavatthu and held a festival in their
honour. The Bulis of Allakappa erected a
stupa in Allakappa over the bodily relics of
the Buddha, and held a festival in their
honour. the Koliyas of Ramagama erected a
stupa in Ramagama over the bodily relics of
the Buddha and held a festival in their
honour. The brahmana of Vethadipa erected
a stupa in Vethadipa over the bodily relics of
the Buddha, and held a festival in their
honour. The Mallas of Pava erected a stupa
in Pava over the bodily relics of Buddha, and
held a festival in their honour. The Mallas of
Kusinara built a stupa in Kusinara over the
bodily relics of the Buddha, and held a
festival in their honour. Drona, the
brahmana too, built a stupa over the
measure, and held a festival its honour. The
Moriyas of Pipphalivana built a stupa in

Pipphalivana over the cinders, and held a
festival in their honour. Thus there were eight
stupas over the bodily relics, the ninth, the
stupa built over the measure, and the tenth,
the stupa built over the cinders. Thus were
they erected in the past.

The bodily relics of the All-seeing
One are eight dronas in all.

Seven dronas are venerated in
Jambudipa. One drona of the noblest of
men, is honoured by the naga king of
Ramagama.

One tooth-relic is worshipped in the
Tavatimsa heaven. One is honoured in the
city of Gandhara. Another in the territory.of
the king of Kalinga. And another is
worshipped by the naga kings.

By their slory, this earth is bedecked
with noblest offerings. Thus the bodily relics
of the All-seeing One are greatly venerated by
those who are honoured. 3

They are thus honoured by theschief
of the gods, nagas and men, similarly by
noblest of human beings. May you worship
him with folded hands. the Buddha is indeed
a rare being rarely met for -hundreds of
kappas. i

Forty tooth-relics, hair relics, and
hair-relics of the body, were separately
removed by the gods to the series of world
systems.
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Religious and Cultural Relations between the people Sri Lanka and Nepal

Sri Lanka is the fortunate land
hallowed by three visits of the Buddha during
his life time. He came to Sri Lanka to
Mahiyangana, Nagadipa and Kelaniya, nine
months, five years and eight years
respectively, after attaining sammasambodhi
or Enlightetnment. In his last visit the Buddha
sanctified several other sites in Sri Lanka by
engaging himself in short spells of meditation
in those places, because he foresaw that
important Buddhist religious edifices would
be erected on those sites in the course of
history after his demise.

Arahat Mahinda Thera, the son of the
gereat Indian Emperor Asoka, formally
introduced Buddhism and its multifaceted
culture to Sri lanka in the year 307 B.C. The
king of Sri Lanka at that time,
Devanampiyatissa  who  reigned in
Anuradhapura, met the team of missionary
monks headed by Arahat Mahinda Thera, at
Mihintale, and embraced Buddhism after
listening to a sermon deliverd by Arahat
Mahinda Thero. The entire country embraced
Buddhism before long following the good
example of its beloved ruler.

Arahat Mahinda Thero ordained into
the order of monks many intelligent young
men of the country, thereby establishing the
Sri Lankan Bhikkhu Sanga. The present
Bhikkhu Sangha in Sri Lanka thus belongs to
the unbroken chain of Buddhist monks
starting from the Buddha himself.

As there were many women of the
Royal household who were keen to become
bhikkhunis, Arahat Mahinda Thera sent word
to his royal sire to send Arahat Sanghamitta

By Courtisy : Embassy of Sri Lanka

Theri, his own sister and daughter of Emperor
Ashoka, to Sri Lanka to establish the Order of
Buddhist Nuns. Leading a team of Missionary
Nuns, Sanghamitta Theri arrived in Sri Lanka
in the year 307 B. C. itself, several months
after the arrival of Arahat Mahinda Thera,
and established the order of Buddhist Nuns.
Thus the dispensation of the Buddha
(Buddhasasana) became firmly established in
Sri Lanka complete “with the four-fold
Buddhist community, monks (bhikkhu); nuns
(bhikkhuni) male lay adhehrents (upasaka)
and female lay adherents (upasika).

Arahat Sanghamitta Theri brought
with her from India an invaluable religious
and cultural gift to Sri Lanka, namely the
southern branch of the Sacred Bodhi tree in
India at the foot of which the Buddha sat in”
meditation  to attain Enlightnment
(sambodhi). The bodhi branch * was
ceremonially planted in the Mahameghavana
park in Anuradhapura. This sacred bodhi tree
has been the most sacred object of worship
and veneration of Sri Lankan Buddhists for
over twenty three centuries.

Since the introduction of buddhism to
Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan kings of the past
considered it their foremost duty to nurish,
foster and safe-guard the Buddhasasana.

The Bhikkhu Sangha established by
Arahat Mahinda Thero learnt the Tripitaka
with the commentaries by heart and preserv‘ed
it intact for several centuries through the
Bhanaka system until it was written down on
ola Leaves at Aluvihara in Matale around 103
B.C. Copies of the Tripitaka thus written
down in Sri Lanka were introduced to other
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countries professing the Theravada tradition
such as Myanmar(Burma), Thailand (Siam)
Cambodia "'and Laos. Nepal too, was a
fortunate recitient of the Tripitaka copies in
later times.

An extremely important bodily relic
(saririka dhatu) of the Buddha, the 'Tooth
Relic' (danta dhatu), reposes in the
magnificent 'Temple of the Tooth Relic'
(Dalada Maligawa) in the heart of Kandy, one
time Hill Capital of Sri Lanka. This tooth
relic is said to have been removed from the
~ funeral pyre of the Buddha by an Arahat
named khema. It was taken by him to Kalinga
from where it was brought to Sri Lanka in the
4th century A. C. by a princess named
Hamamala and her royal spouse Dantakumara.

The Tooth Relic has been considered
the most important national treasure of Sri
Lanka. Occasional expositions of this Sacred
Relic have been held during the past
centuries, attracting thousands of devotees
who spent hours in long queues patiently to
have a glimpse of the Tooth relic and to pay
homage to it. The annual pageant held in
honour of the tooth Relic(asala perahara) is an
extremely inspiring cultural event with
burning torches, caparisoned elephants, flags
and banners, kandyan dancers and drummers
in their glittering embellishments, whip
crackers and officials of the Dalada Maligawa
and the Devalas in their traditional
ceremonial costumes. The main attraction of
the pageant is the caparisoned majestic tusker
elephant of the Maligava ou its back on the
howdah, the Tooth Relic of the Buddha.

There are over 10,000 Buddhist
temples and monasteries, ancient and modern,
in Sri Lanka-and over 30,000 Buddhist monks
living in them.

From ancient times the temples and
monasteries have been functioning as
Educational Institutes where Buddhism,
Buddhist literature and man allied subjects
were taught. Sri Lanka has been
disseminating the Buddha Dhamma to many
parts of the world in the distant as well as in
the near past and it continues to do so in the
present too.

The government of Sri Lanka has
undertaken to compile a comrehensive
Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, the first of its
kind, covering the whole range of Buddhism
throughout the world, in the English medium.
The Buddhist publication society in kandy
publishes many Buddhist texts as well as
secondary literature on Buddhism, which are
being regularly mailed to thousands of
readers in over seventy countries in the world.
In addition, many books on Buddhism written
by individual erudite scholars are released in
print constantly. Sri Lanka considers the
disseminating of the Buddha Dhamma as the ,
noblest gift it can give to the world.

Sri Lankan Buddhists have a very
high regard for Nepal since the sacred birth
place of Gautama Buddha lies in the territory
of the Royal Nepalese Kingdom.

Buddhist devotees of the past who
had visited this place have left a rich heritage
of monuments, including the Mayadevi
temple with its famous Mayadevi sculpture
depicting the Birth of prince siddhartha. A
pillar erected by Emperor Asoka in the 3rd
century B.C. authenticates the spot where the
birth of prince siddhartha took place. The
ancient inscription on the pillar reads: "The
Buddha the sage of the Sakyas was born
here." Emperor Asoka had declared the
village of Lumbini exempt from taxes and
presented gold coins to its people.
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Chinese pilgrims Fa-Hien and Hiuen
Tsang who visited Lumbini in the 5th and 7th
centuries A. C. have -written detailed
descriptions of these monuments found in
Lumbini.

Many Sri Lankan pilgrims annually
visit Lumbini and pay their deep respect at
the site, for, the Buddha himself had declared
in the Mahaparinibbana Sutta that the site of
the Buddha's birth is one of the four most
important sites of Buddhist pilgrimage and
worship.

In modern times there have been very
close collaboration between the Nepalese and
Sri Lankan Buddhist monks. Late Venerable
Narada Thero of Vajirarama in Sri Lanka, a
great Buddhis missionary monk who visited
Nepal in 1934, inspired a team of young
Nepalese to come and train themselves in the
Theravada tradition in Sri Lanka. The leader
of them was Amritananda. They were
ordained as novices at Vajirarama and
received their primary education and training
at Vajirarama as members of the order of
monks in the Theravada tradition. Rev.
Amritananda subsequently joined the famous
vidyalankara pirivena and graduated from
there as a full fledeged Buddhist scholar
monk versed not only in the Buddha Dhamma
but also as a versatile linguist proficient in
several languages- sinhala, pali, Sanskrit,
Hindi, English, Nepali and Newari. He stayed
m Sri Lanka for many years in the Asokarama
making a vast contribution to Buddhist
literature. Even at present there are over 25
Nepalese ordained as novices and receiving
education and training at Paramadhamma

Cetiya Pirivena in Ratmalana,
Dhammapalaramaya in Mt-Lavinia and
Asokaramaya.

Back in Nepal Venerable Amritananda
Thero, with the assistance of other monks -
educated and trained in Sri Lanka, contributed
greatly ot the progress and development of
the Theravada Buddha Sasana in Nepal.

The Royal Nepalese government has
now declared Lumbini as a site of great
Buddhist importance and has launched a
scheme to develop the Lumbini area in co-
operation with Buddhists from all -over the
world. Sri Lankan Buddhists appreciate very
much the donation of two and a half acres of
land in the sacred Lumbihi area, by the Royal
Nepalese Government, to construct a
comprehensive Buddhist Monastery Comples
utilising the best of traditional art and
architectiral designs’of ancient Sri Lanka.
The work is now in progress and once this
monastery comlex is complete and starts to
function, it will be an adamantine bond
between the peoples of Sri Lanka and Nepal.
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