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of the Democratic Socialist
of Sri Lanka in Nepal

. l: *,:q ..r,

Message of IIer Excelle4cy the Ambassador of Sri Lanka in Nepal 
1

It is with a greatpleasure I am sending this message to the special i
of the 'Ananda Bhumi' magazine, which publish every month fur the benefit o
laymen who are keen on learning the teachings of Lord Buddha. It is a
act that' the rnagazine has been published continuously over a 28
irrespective of the difficulties and hardships faced. I would like to convey
best wishes to the publishers for their untiring efforts and also to contihut
propagatingDhammaintheLandwhereLordBuddhawasborn.

Silge year 2000, the Vesak Full Moon Day has been recognized by
United Nations, as a day important for the Buddhists all over the world. As
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the Kingdom of Nepal, the birth place of Pri
Siddhartha Gauthama, I am proud to say that Sri Lanka,took the initiative wit
the support ofthe other Buddhist countries and the likeminded countries, for
United Nations to give this particular day the due recognition, nearly 2600
after the birth of Lord Buddha.

On the Vesak Full Moon Aay, Buddhists world over celebrate the Birth
the Enlightenment and the Passing Away of Lord Buddha and contemplate hi
teachings by performing various acts such as almsgiving, donating blood/
meditating and attending religious activities. We, the Buddhists in Nepal shoul

take this occasion to take the message of Lord Buddha to the people to wi
away the terror and violence from the society and promote the peace

tolerance enabling people to live in harmony

\).^(\^^

Pamela J. Deen
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MAHA PARINIBBANA SUTTA
How the Relics were distributed

At that time venerable
Mahakassapa was joumeying along the
highway fom Pava to Kusinara
accompanied with a large company of
bhikkhus amounting to about five hundred.

The venerable Mahakassapa steeped out
frorn the road and sat atthe foot of a certain
tree. Then a certain ajivaka who had
picked up a mandar floruer in Kusinara,
was travelling along the high-road leading
to Pava. Venerable Mahakassapa saw the
ajivaka coming in the distance, and spoke
to him thus. "Friend, do you know our
teacher?" "Yes, friend I know. Today is the
seventh day from the parinibbana of
samana Gotama. This Mandara flower
was picked up by me from there." Then of
the bhikkhus there were not some yet
fteed from the passions, some threw up
their arms and wept. Some flung
themselves on the ground, folled about to
and fio bwailing,'the Buddha has passed
ib parinibbana too soon, the Sugata has

Fed into parinibbana too soon, the eye
EE las disappeared too soon. And
'Hrrs who were 

'freed 
from

ilftdfu| and composed, they
frrg" 'component things are

tbrqft itbe otherwise?"

ThEa $. that time, a certiain doing so?" tfVasitthas, the desire of the
SrnOfa nho had mtered the Order in his deities is different." "Venerable sir, what is
old age wre in &e glory- Then Subhadda, the desire of the deities?" "Vasitthas, the
& old €,rtret to &e sergll, spoke thus to desire of the deities is that venerable Maha
&G bhikkhu. Enougft frieods do not weep, kassapa being on his way from Pava to
do nd lamenlWp have beeo well-freed from Kusinara with a laree compan), of bhikkhus

- Ven. Weragoda Sarada Mah

the great samana. We were oppressed by his
saying, 'this is proper for you, this is not
proper for you.':Now we can do what we like,
and do not do what we like not.' Then
Venerable Mahakassapa spoke to the
bhikkhus. "Enough friends, do not weep; do
not lament. Has it not been declared by the
Buddha, friends, in advance, itself, that it is
the nature of all things that we hold pleasant
and dear, that we move out, leave and sbver
ourselves from what we hold dear. Where
could you get a situation where what is

brought into being, put together land subject
to dissolution would not break; up ? Such a
situation does not occur. And there could not
be such a situation as to wish that the body o'f
the Tathagata may not come to.dissolgtion."

Then at that time, Quf Malla
chieftains, having bathed their heads, and
wearing new clothes, thinking, 'vre will set

fire to the Buddha's py.",' strived to set fire to
it, but were unable to do so. Then thd Mallas
of Kusinara said thus to venercble
Anuruddha. "Yenerable sir, Anuruddha,
what is the reason, what is the cause that
these four Malla chieftains, who, having
bathed their heads, and wearing new
garments, attempting to set fire to the
Buddha's pyte, have not been successful in



numbering five hundred, and so long as the

venerable MahaKassapa does not salute the

feet of the Buddha with bended head, the pyre

of the Buddha shall not set alight."
"Venerable. sir, let it be so as the deities

wish."
*

'Arrival of Maha kassapa
.i

, Then venerable Mahakassapa
arrived at where the pyre of the Buddha was,

near the Makutabandhana cetiya of the
Mallas of Kusinara. Having arrived, he wore

his robe covering one shoulder, and with
folded hands walked three times round the

pyre with his iight hand towards it in
-veneration, and opening the feet to sight

saluted the feet of the Buddha with bended

head. And the five hundred bhikhus too, with
their robes covering one shoulder, and with
folded hands walked round the pyre, keeping
their right turned tnwords it in veneration, and

worshipped the feet of the Buddha with
bended heads. And as the venerabla

Mahakassapa and the five hundred bhikkhus
completed their homage, the pyre of the
Buddha burst into flames by itself.

As thi: body of the Buddha was burnt,
neither ash particles remained of whatever
had been of the skin, the integument, flesh,

sinews and the fluid of the joints, neither soot

nor ash was seen. Only bodily relics
remained. Just as there remains no soot or ash

when ghee or oil is burnt, in the same

whatever there was of skin, integument, flesh,

sinews, and the fluid of the joints, neither soot

nor ash was seen. Only bodily relics
remained. And of the five hundred pairs of
cloth, the cloth that was at the bottom of all,
and the cloth that was at the top of all were

exinguished the pyre of the Buddha. And
water from the sala trees too poured forth, and
extinguished the pyre of the Buddha. The
Mallas of Kusinara also extiguished the pyre
of the Buddha with water scented with many
perfumes.

The the Mallas of Kusinara laid the
bodily relics of the Buddha inside a lattice
work constructed with speans within the
Council lfall land surrounding it with a
rampart of bows, honoured, respected,
venerated and reverenced them with
dance, song, music, gqrlirnds and perfumes
for seven days.

Requests for Relics r

The Magadhan king Ajatasttu, son

ofVedehi heard that the Buddha had passed
into parinibbana at Kusinam. Then the
Magadhan king Ajatasattu, son of Vedehi
sent a messenger to the Mallas of Kusinara
saying, "the Buddha was a khattiya. I too am

a khattiya. I too am worthy to receiv.e a
portion of the bodily relics of the'Bu&.lha. I
too shall build a stupa for the relici of the
Uddha'and hold a fitting festival in their
honour."

The Licchavis of Vesali too lieard
the news that the Buddha had passed into
parinibbana at Kusinara. Ttren the Liechavis
of Vesali sent a messenger to the lUallas of
Kusinara. "The Buddha was a khattiya. We
too are khattiyas. We too are worthy to
receive a portion of the bodily relics of the
Buddha. We too shall build a thupa for the
bodily relics of the Buddhq and holding a
fitting festival in their honour."

The Sakyas of Kapilavatthu heard
not burnt. When the body of the Buddha had the news that the Buddha had passed into
been burnt, torrents of water fell from the sky, parinibbana at Krrsinara. Then the Sahras

,Yc -



of Kapilavatthu sent a messenger to the

Mallas" of Kusinara saying, "the Buddha is

our ndtlest kinsman. We'too are worthy of
receiving a portion of the bodily relics of the

Buddha; We too shall erect a thupa for the

bodily relics and *rold a festival in their

honour."

The Bulis of AllakaPPa heard the

trews that the Buddha had passed into

lnrinibbana in Kusinara saying, "ttt"
Buddha was a khattiYa. We are also

khattiyas. We too are worthy of receiving a

portion of the bodily relics of the Buddha. We

also shall'erect a stupa to the relics of the

B-uddha and hold a festival in their honour'"

The KoliYas of Ramagama heard the

Ews that the Buddha had Passed into

prinibbana in Kusinara. Then the KoHyas

of Ramagama sent a messenger to the

Mrnas of Kusinara saying "the Buddha was

a khrttiya. We too are worthy of receiving a

portion of the bodily relics of the Buddha' We

also shall erect a stupa to the relics of the

Buddha, and hold a festival in their honour.

The brahmana of VethadiPa heard

tfoe news that the Buddha had passed into

puinibbane in Kusinara. Then the

bntmena of Vethadipa sent a messenger to

fu ilrles of Kusinara saying,uthe Buddha is

e trtttiya" I am a bmhmana. I am also

EeJ to receive a portion of the bodily

frdfu Buddha I shall also erect a stupa

bfurGtrcadthc Buddha and hold a festival

iarHk'
Thc t{& of,Peva heard the news

rtd &e Br& N into parinibbana in

f.xinare. Th€a Se tlrhs of Pava sent a

mssenger to tb Mrk of Kusinara saying

k Bud4ha is a KMiYr. We too are

khattiyas. We are also sotlfoy of reiving a

portion of the bodily relie oftte Bd&a- We

too shall erect a stupa b tb relics of ee
Buddha, and hotd afestival intteirhmotn-"

When this was said, the lflrk of
Kusinara said thus to the assmbled
gathering. uThe Buddha has passed into

parinibbana within our village region- W" ,
shall not give away portions of the relics of
the Buddha."

:

Intervention of Brahmana Drona

When this was said, the Brahmana

Drona said thus to the assembled crowd,:

"Good ones, listen to this one word.of-

mine. Our Buddha advocated forbearance. It
would be unseemly if there arises strife over

the bodily remains of such a noble person.

"Good ones, let us all with one

accord, and in peace, andjoyous heart divide

the remains into eight portions. There shall be-

itupas spread in all directions. Many are those

*tro are Aetighted with the All-seing On!."

, 'L that case Brahmana, L*Y Yo.,
yourself divide well, the bodily relics of the

Buddh into eight equal pottionso" I)rona, the

Brahmana replying to the assbmbled

gathering said, "good ones, let it be so," and

divided well, the bodily relics of tlre Buddha

into eight equal portions.

Then he said thus to the assembled

gathering. "Good ones, may you give me this

measure. I shall also erect a sfupa over the

measure and hold a festival in its honour."

They handed over the measure to the

Brahmana I)rona. The Moriyas of
Pipphalivana heard the news that the Buddha

had passed into parinibbana in Kusinara.
Then the Moriyas of Pipphalivana sent a

l'R.



messenger to the Mallas of Kusinara. "The

Buddh.a was a khattiYa. We too are

khattila.' We too are worlhy to receive a

portion ofthe bodily relics of the Buddha. We

shall also erect a stupa over the relics ofthe
Buddha and hpld a festival in their honour.'

Thefe'4re no mord portions of the bodily

relics <jf the Buddha. All the bodily relics

have been divided. You may take the

cinders." Then they removed the embers from

there.

Erection of StuPas

Then Ajatasattu, the king of
Magadha, son of Vedehi erected a stupa in

Rajagaha, over the bodily relics of the

Buddha, and held a festival in their honour,

The Licchavis of Yesali erected a stupa in

Vesali over the bodily relics'of the Buddha,

and held a festival in their honour. The

Sakyas of Kapilavatthu erected a stupa over

the bodily relics of the Buddha in

Kapilavatthu and held a festival in their

honour. The Butis of Aftakappa erected a

stupa in Altakappa over the bodily relics of
the Buddha, and held a festival in their

honour. the Koliyas of Ramagama erectEd a

stupa in Ramagama over the bodily relics of
the Buddha and held a festival in their

honour. The brahmana of Vethadipa erected

a stupa in Vethadipa over the bodily relics of
the 

-Buddh 
a, arrd held a festival in their

honour. The Mallas of Pava erected a stupa

in Pava over the bodily relics of Buddha, and

held a festival in their honour' The Mallas of
Kusinara built a stupa in Kusinara over the

bodily relics of the Buddha, ffid held a
festival in their honour. Drona, the

brahmana too, built a stuPa over the

measure, and held a. festival its honour. The

Moriyas of Pipphalivana built a stupa in

Pipphalivana over the cinders, and held

festival in their honour. Thus there were

stupas over the bodily relics, the ninth,

stupa built over the measure, and the tendt
the stupa built over the ciuders. Thus werc

they erected in the past.

The bodily relics of the All-seeing

One are eight dronas in all.

Seven dronas are venerated

Jambudipa. One drona of the noblest

men, is honoured by the naga king
Ramagama.

One tooth-relic is worshipped in the

Tavatimsa heaven. One is honoured i'n the

city of Gandhara. Another in the territoryof
the king of Katnga. And another is

worshipped by the naga kings.

By their slory, this earth is bedecked

with noblest offerings. Thus the bodily relics

of the All-seeing One are greatly venerated by

those who are honoured.

, They are thus honoured,by the.chief
of the gods, nagas and men, sirgilarly by

noblegt of human beings. May you worship

him with folded hands. the Buddha is indeed

being rarely met for 'hundreds of

Forty tooth-relics, hair relics, and

hair-relics of the body, were separately

removed by the gods to the series f world

systems.
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Religious and Cultural Relations between the people Sri Irnhr erd lttepal

Sri Lanka is the fortunate land

hallowed by three visits of the Buddha during

his life time. He came to Sri Lanka to
Mahiyangana, Nagadipa and Kelaniya, nine

months, five years and eight Years
respectively, after attaining sammasambodhi

or Ealightetrment, In his last visit the Buddha

sanctified several other sites in Sri Lanka by

engaging himself in short spells of meditation

in those places, because he foresaw that

Buddhist religious edifices would

be erected on those sites in the course of
Lirtory after his demise.

Arahat Mahinda Thera, the son of the

gqeat Indian Emperor Asoka, formally
infioduced Buddhism and its multifaceted
culture to Sri lanka in the year 307 B.C. The

king of Sri Lanka at that time,

Devanampiyatissa who reigned in
Anuradhapura met the team of missionary

monks headed by Arahat Mahinda Thera, at

Mihintale, and embraced Buddhism after

listening to a s€rmon deliverd by Araha!

Mahinda Thero. The entire counhy embraced

Buddhism before long following the good

enample of its beloved ruler.

Arahat Mahinda Thero ordained into

& order of monks, many intelligent young

rcr of the counti'y, thereby establishing the

Sri L:nkan Bhikkhu Sanga The present

Bhikkhu Sangha in Sri Lanka thus belongs to

lhe unbroken chain of Buddhist monks

starting from the Buddha himself.

gV Coo"fry, E-b*y"f Stil-t
Theri, his own sister and daughterof FqGtE
Ashoka, to Sri Lanka to establish the ffiErof
BuddhistNuns. Leading ateam of Missimry
Nuns, Sanghamitta Theri arrived in Sri l-@ka
in the year 307 B. C. itself, several mouths I

after the arrival of Arahat Mahinda Th€r4
and established the order of Buddhist Nuns-

Thus the dispensation of the Buddha
(Buddhasasana) became firmly established in
S.ri Lanka complete ''with the forn-fold
Buddhist community, monks (bhikkhl); nuns

(bhil<k*runi) male lay adhehrents (upasala)

and female lay adherents (upasika).

Arahat Sanghamitta Theri brought
with her from lndia an invaluable religious
and cultural gift to Sri Lanka" namely the
southern branch of the Sacred Bodhi tree in
India at the foot of which the Buddha sat iR'
meditation to attain Enlightnment
(sambodhi). The bodhi branch' **
ceremonially planted in the Mahanleghavana

park ih Anufadhapura. This sacred bodhi tree

has been the most sacred objegt of worship
and veneration of Sri Lankan Buddhists for
over twenty three cenfiries.

Since the introduction of buddhism to
Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan kings of the'past
considered it'their foremost duty to nurish,

foster and safe-guard the Buddhasasana.

The Bhikkhu Sangha established by
Arahat Mahinda Thero learnt the Tripitrika
with the coqrrnentaries by heart and preserved

it inact for several centuries through the

{1

As there were many women of the Bhanaka systern until it was written down on

Royal household who were keen to become ola Leaves at Aluvihara in Matale around 103

bhikkhunis, Arahat Mahinda Thera sent word B.C. Copies of the Tripitaka thus written
tir his royal sire to send Arahat Sanghamitta down in Sri Lank,p were iptroduged to other

{lrr#$



,r".*lcountries professing the Theravada tradition From ancient times the tem
such as Myanmar(Burma), Thailand (Siam) monasteries have been nmctioning o I
Cambodia 'and Laos. Nepal too, was a Educational Institutes where guaJri.ro- |
fortunate recitient of tki Tripitaka copies in Buddhist literature and man allied subiects I
later times. : were taught. sri Lanka has i""o I

An extremdly important bodily relic disseminating the Buddha Dhamma to many I
(saririka dhatu) ofi the Buddh4 the 

-'Tooth parts of the world.in the distant as well * in 
I

Relic' (danta dhatu), reposes in the the near past and it continues to do so in the 
I

magnificent 'Temple of the Tooth Relic' present too' 
I

(Dalada Maligawa) in the heart of Kandy, one government of Sri Lanka has 
I

time Hill Capitut'of Sri Lanka. This tooth yrdertakel to compile .a comrehensive 
I

relic is said to have been removed from.the Lncyclonaedia 
of Buddhisr4 the first of its 'l

funeral pyre of the Buddha by an Arahat kind, covering the whole range of Buddhism i

named drl-u. It was taken by t im to Kalinga Xrlouehout the world, in the English medium.

from where it was brought to Sri l,anta in tte The Buddhist publication society in kandy

4th century A. C. b! a princess named publishes many Buddhist texts as well as

tlamamalaandherroyalspouseDantakumara. ylndarf literature on Buddhism, which are

rhe rooth nerc na. u""n 
"onriao"a :"iff.rii*I'Lrffi'::#":T1ffiiil: '

the most important national treasure of Sri In addition,,,ary boois "";rllhi;;i;;;I anka. Occasional expositions of this Sacred UV inAiriOu"i "*ai" ,"il.* ;;i;;*;Relic have been held during the past print constantly. sri ;l* ;ild;-d;
centuries, attracting thousands of devotees iisseminating of tl," grad; pi;;; ;, ;h;.
who spent-hours in long.qireues patientty to noblest gift iican gir";;;;ortd:---'- - -.-'
have a glimpse of the rooth relic and to p1y ;;, ffi;; ;;.;;;'nlu" u uro
honour of the tooth Relic(asala peraharal is an ll*::Xl.r;1N:r"1 -:io:: t" sacred birth

extremely inspiring cultural event o;' place of Gautama Buddha Iies in the territory

burning torches, caparisoned 
"r.on*,r, 

nljl of the Roval):P:* Kinsdol'.

and banners, kandyan dancers and drumrne"rs .-, _ ,-,-?Ylatist, 
devoteet.ol th: pbst 

.who
in their glittering embellishments, whip had visited this pla3q 

fave left a rich heritage

crackers ani omcia]s of ttre Dalada Nratiga*I ^ol ,Tn'.T"1:, including the "MaYadevi

and the Devalas in their haditional |"il_f will i:.famous Mayadevi sculpture

ceremonial costumes. The main utt 
"tion 

Ji de-picting the Birth of prince siddhartha. A
*;;;;;;;i';;;;;*t;il;*,'";;; *fi "'=d bv Emperor Asoka in the 3rd

"r"ph";t 
of the Maligava oir its Lu.t on tr,. ::]1tr""'c. *th:i11""'": the 

?ot yhere the

howdah, the rooth Riic orthe sJir,". - I:[":tfl'il:,":t:l#;il#;3:: ,,fi:
There are over 10,000 Buddhist Buddha the sage of the Suf.V* was bom

temples and monasteries, ancient and modern, here." Emperoi Asoka had declared tho
in Sri Lankp'and dver 30,000 Buddhist monks village of Lumbini .exempt from taxes and
Iiving in them. presented gold coins to its

{\ 3rHETfu
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I
!
I chinese pilgrims Fa-Hien and Hiuen

I foog who visited Lumbini in the 5th and 7th

J cenaries A. C. have written detailed

I descriptions of these monuments found in
I t rr-Ui"i.
l
] Many Sri L,ankan pilgrims annually

J *n L'.mbini and pay their deep respect at

J tte site, for, the Buddha himself had declared

J io O" Mahaparinibbana Sutta ttrat the site of
I fu gre"b birth is one of the four most

I impoltu sin* of Burddhist pilgrimage and
rwship.

i toderntimestherehavebeenvery
cLrse colbboration between the Nepalese and
&i Llh htrhist monks. Late Venerable

i tH ltcm of Vajirarama in Sri Lanka, a

3lra hdeis missionary monk who visited
l{+.1 b 1934, inspired a tearn of young
I.Icp.IE to cme and train themselves in the
Therarada trdition in Sri Lanka. The leader
of ttcm was Amriananda. They were
adained as novices at Vajirarama and

i received treir primary education and training

I d Vqiirarama as members of the order of
immks in the Theravada tradition. Rev.

! amrru*"0, subsequently joined the famous

i vidyalaokaxa piriveoa and graduated from

[ 6€re as a full fledeged Buddhist scholar
mk versed not only in the Buddha Dhamma

Back in Nepal Venerable Amritananda
Thero, with the assistaoce of ofirer monks
educatedandtrained in Sri Itnk4 contnbuted
greatly ot the progress and development of
the Theravada Buddha Sasana inNepal.

the Royal Nepalese government has
now declared Lumbini as a site of grqat
Buddhist importance and has launched a
scheme to develop the Lumbini area in co-
operation with Buddhists from all over the
world. Sri Lankan Buddhists appreciate very
much the donation of two and a half acres of
land in the saued Lumbfti areq by the Royal
Nepalese Gdvernment, to consfuct a
comprehensive Buddhist Monastery Compl0s
utilising the best of traditional art and
architectural designs'of ancient Sri Lanka.
The work is now in progress and once this
monastery comlex is complete and starts to
ftnction, it will be an adamantine bond
between the peoples of Sri Lanka and Nepal. '
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as a versatile linguist proficient in

IEad languages- sinhala, pali, Sanskrit,

I 
}hllt, Eaglish, Nepali and Newari. He stayed

i i S.i l*rka for many years in the Asokarama

[*hg a vast contibution to Buddliist

i tiffiE. Even at present there are over 25

I N"p"to" ordained as novices and receiving

I education and training at Paramadhamma

I C"tryu Pirivena in Ratmalana,

JDhammapalaramaya in Mt-Lavinia and
I Asokaramava
I
I

tarm,pw
I
I
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