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Dr. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
WRITINGS AND SPEECHES

Vol: 1 : Castes in India.
Annihilation of Caste.

Maharashtra as a Linguistic
Province.

Need for Checks and
+ Balances.

Thoughts on Linguistic States.
Ranade, Gandhi and Jinnah.
Evidence before the Southborough Committee.
Federation Versus Freedom.

Communal Deadlock and a Way to Solve it.
States and Minarities.

Small Holdings in Indid.

Mr. Russel and the Reconstruction of Society.
Vol. 2 : In the Bombay Legislature, with the
Simon Commission and at the Round Table
Conferences —1927 to 1939.

Vol. 3 : Philosophy of Hinduism.

India and Pre-Requisites of Communism.
Revolution and Counter-Revolution Buddha or
Karl Marx.

Vol. 4 : Riddles in Hinduism.

Vol. 5 : Essays on Untouchables and
Untouchability.

Vol. 6 : As a member of Governor-General's
Council, Constituent Assembly and Parliament
—1942-1956.



Vol. 7: Who were the Shudras The Untouchables.
Vol. 8 : Pakistan or Partition of India.

Vol. 9 : What Congress and Gandhi have done
to the Untouchables.

Mr. Gandhi and Emancipation of the
Untouchables.

Vol. 10 : Problem of the Rupee.

Evolution of Provincial Finance in British India.
Vol. 11 : Miscellaneous Writings.
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Tibet Cottage (Pvt) Ltd.

P0. Box : 1-49 (hha, Jyatha, Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel : 226577, 252867 Fax : 977-1-240165

£-mail : tcottage@mos.com.np

http:/ /wwwiibeteottage.com

Tibet Cottage
excellence and caters to its patrons'
wish for cleanliness, help fulness
and warm hospitality. Because we
are family-owned guest house, stay
with us and make it a temporary
home of their own.
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With deep sadness we have received the news of the untimely demise of

Pavitra Bahadur Vajracarya

With his charity and enthusiasm for all things Buddhists, and
with his selfless generosity and hard work he was one of the
Joremost leaders and promoters of the Lord's Dharma in Nepal.
With his warm spontaneity and sincere kindness, and with his
open-mindedness, ready helpfulness and hospitality he was a
great and respected friend, mentor and kalyanamitra, whom
we will sorely miss.

May he be happy in the beyond and come to experience the
fruits of the Dharma which he has sown so actively in this life!

In deep sorrow we share our condolence with the bereaved.
Peter and Jutta von Rospatt

with their son Alexander, daughter Sunita

and granddaughter Maniju.
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Buddhist Concept On Sexual Misconduct

The word Buddhism comes from the word
“Budhi" which means "to wake up", and, thus,
Buddhism is the philosophy of awakening.
Buddhism is not a religion, but an education to
eradicate the sufferings in this world. The word
philosophy comes from the word "philo" which
means love and "sophia" which means wisdom.
Both the meanings describe Buddhism perfectly.

Buddhism
teaches us to spread
loving kindness and
compassion to all
sentiment beings. So it
is a philosophy, the
supreme philosophy.
Buddha is not a god.
He never claimed he
is child of god or a -
messenger of god. He
was just an ordinary
man who found the
truth and taught to
follow his steps to eradicate sufferings in this
world and attain enlightement.

There are innumerable teachings that the
Buddha taught the laymen to practice to make
our living more fruitful and happy. Buddha taught
in accordance with the capability of the
individual. In this modern world, there are many
cases of unwanted pregnancies, some of which
lead to abortion. As a matter of fact, premarital
sex and sexual misconduct are the cases of
unwanted pregnancies.

If we use tricks, emotional black mail or
force to comple to have sex with us, this is
considered sexual misconduct. Adultery is also
a form of sexual misconduct because when we
marry we promise to be loyal to our spouses.
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Once we commit adultery, we break that promise
and betray their trust. Sex should be an
expression of love and intimacy between two
people, contributing to our mental and emotiomal
well being.

Is sex before marriage a type of sexual
misconduct ? No! not at all times.Not if there is
love and mutual consent between the two people.
However, one should
not forget that the
biological function of
sex is to reproduce,
and if an unmarried
and unprepared
woman becomes
pregnant, it causes a
big problem. Many
mature and
thoughtful people
think it is better and
far better to leave sex
until after marriage.

Karma in Buddhism means action. It
refers to intentional, physical, verbal or mental.
action. Karma might be virtuous or non-virtuous.
There are four laws of the karma.

1. Karma is definite in that virtuous action
leads to happiness and non-virtuous to
sufferings. '

2z Karma imprints increase, the result is

greater than the cause.

3. One will never experience a karmic result
one did not create the cause for.

4.  Karmic causes created are never lost.
Thete are 10 non-virtuous Karmas:

Three from the body-killing, stealing and
sexual misconduct.
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Four fromthe speech-lying, slander, harsh
words and gossip.

Three from the mind-covetousness,
harmful intent and wrong view

For an action to lead to a throwing karmic

result that ripens in the future rebirth, it needs
the following conditions : Intention an object
(victim), instrument, action and fulfillment. For
example, in killing a human being, there must be
an intention to kill someone; the person should
be there; the killer should use an instrument
which may be a knife, gun or even his hands;
then the instrument must be applied to him, and
finally the person must die which is the fulfillment.
This is the full pledged killing karma. Buddhism
says conscious (life) joins with the fertilized egg
at the moment of conception, and the embryo or
foetus is a living being. Scientfic researchers say
that during the prenatal period, the height of the
foetus increases‘5000 times as opposed to only
a three-fold increase during the entire postnatal
period. The weight increases 6.5 million times
from ovum to birth and only 20 times from birth
toadulthood.

Increase in size is growth. Growth never
occurs in non-living things. There is life, hence
there is growth. From fertilization to the end of
the 14th day is the period of ovum formation,
from the 14th day to about the 56th day is the
period of embryo formation and from the 56th
day until the 217th day, when birth takes place,
the period of the foetus. During abortion, there
is an embryo or foetus which is the object
(victim). There is an intention to remove it; the
doctor uses an instrument or the doctor himself
or his prescribed aborting medication becomes
the instrument; an action is taken, and the embryo
or foetus is removed and it dies to which there is
fulfillment. So abortion is killing.These
consequence of killing will not only go to the
parents but also to the medical practitioner who
facilitates this.

Bhier g

These consequence might come in this life
or the life next as the laws of the karma say that
karmic causes created are never lost.One can
escape from someone, but can never escape
from the karma. It is definite that the virtuous
one will lead to happiness and the non-virtuous
one to suffering.

There are many ways to solve this
problem. There are many married couples who
do not have siblings, and these people are more
than willing to adopt babies. So instead of
abortion foetuses, one can give birth and give
the babies to them.

There are many compasssionate people
in this world sponsoring or funding orphanages.
So this is also an alternate. Instead of aborting,
give the babies to these organizations. This is,
however, not to encourage people to be pregnant
and leave the babies to the care of the
orphanages. But this is a request to parents not
to abort once they are already pregnant as
abortion is killing. Better education and
counseling about birth control, especially for
teenagers, is needed. Young people also need
realistic education about romance.

Buddhism never condemns birth control.
Contraceptives that prevent conception are
permitted. However, once conception has taken
place and conciousness has entered the fertilized
egg, contraceptices used are already killing the
life. So the morning-after pills and such other
methods are not permitted and are discouraged.
Those methods that prevent sperm cells to meet
the egg cells are encouraged, but thoscéthat
destory the fertilized one are not.

A

¢

In short, Buddhist teaching about abortion
is analogous to killing. The medical practioner
should discourage this. Sex education to
teenagers should be encouraged in this modern
world. And may people realize this and not abort
their siblings as abortion is killing.
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Theravada Buddhism
A Chronological History

continue from last issue.........

2435 1891
Maha Bodhi Society founded in India by
the Sri Lankan lay follower Anagarika
Dharmapala, in an effort to reintroduce
Buddhism to India. {1}

2443 1899

First Western Theravada monk (Gordon
Douglas) ordains, in Burma. {2}

¢.2444 c.1900

Ven. Ajaan Mun and Ven. Ajaan Sao
revive the forest meditation tradition in
Thailand. {1}

2445 1902

King Rama V of Thailand institutes a
Sangha Act that formally marks the
beginnings of the Mahanikaya and
Dhammayut sects. Sangha government,
which up to that time had been in the hands
of a lay official appointed by the king, is
handed over to the bhikkhus themselves.

2493 1949

Mahasi Sayadaw becomes head teacher
at a government-sponsored meditation
center in Rangoon, Burma. {10}

2498 1954

Burmese government sponsors a Sixth
Council in Rangoon.

2500 1956

Buddha Jayanti Year, commemorating
2,500 years of Buddhism.

2502 1958

Ven. Nyanaponika Thera establishes the
Buddhist Publication Society in Sri Lanka

W TeTocottag

to publish English-language books on
Theravada Buddhism. Sarvodaya
Shramadana Movement is founded in Sri
Lanka to bring Buddhist ideals to bear in
solving pressing social problems. Two
Germans ordain at the Royal Thai
Embassy in London, becoming the first to
take full Theravada ordination in the West.
{L,2}
¢.2504 1960’s [3]

Washington (D.C.) Buddhist Vihara
founded — first Theravada monastic
community in the USA. {11; and Bhavana
Society Brochure }

¢.2514 1970’s

Refugees from war in Vietnam, Cambodia,
and Laos settle in USA and Europe,
establishing many tightly-knit Buddhist
communities in the West. Ven. Taungpulu
Sayadaw and Dr. Rina Sircar, from Burma,
establish the Taungpulu Kaba-Aye
Monastery in Northern California, USA.
Ven. Ajaan Chah establishes Wat Pah
Nanachat, a forest monastery in Thailand
for training Western monks. Insight
Meditation Society, a lay meditation center,
is founded in Massachusetts, USA. Ven.
Ajaan Chah travels to England to establish
a small community of monks at the
Hamsptead Vihara, which later moves to
Sussex, England, to become Wat Pah
Cittaviveka (Chithurst Forest Monastery).

€.2524 1980’s
Lay meditation centers grow in popularity

in USA and Europe. First Theravada forest
monastery in the USA (Bhavana Society)
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is established in West Virginia. Amaravati
Buddhist Monastery established in England
by Ven. Ajaan Sumedho (student of Ven.

Ajaan Chah).

€.2534 1990’s

Continued western expansion of the
Theravada Sangha: monasteries from the
Thai forest traditions established in
California, USA (Metta Forest Monastery,
founded by Ven. Ajaan Suwat; Abhayagiri
Monastery, founded by Ven. Ajaans Amaro
and Pasanno). Buddhism meets
cyberspace: Buddhist computer networks
emerge; several editions of the Pali
Tipitaka become available online.

Notes

1. BE = Buddhist Era. Year | of the
Buddhist Era calendar is the year of the
Buddha's Parinibbana (death and final
release), which occurred in the Buddha's
eightieth year (480 BCE according to the
“historical” timeline; 544 BCE by tradition).

The actual date of the Buddha’s birth is
unknown. According to Buddhist tradition,
the Buddha's birth took place in 624 BCE,

_although some recent estimates place the

Buddha’s birth much later — perhaps as
late as 448 BCE {1}. 560 BCE is one
commonly-accepted date for the Buddha’s
birth, and the “historical” date for that

event that I adopt here.

Events in the timeline prior to -250 CE are
shown with two CE dates: the date based
on the “traditional™ nativity of 624 BCE,
followed by the date based on the
“historical” date of 560 BCE. After -250
CE the “historical” date is dropped, since
these dates are more appropriate only in
discussions of earlier events.

To calculate the CE date corresponding to
an event in the Buddhist traditional
calendar, subtract 544 years from the BE
date. The BE dates of well-documented
historical events (particularly those in the
twentieth century) may be off by one year,
since the CE and BE calendars start their
years on different months (January and
May, respectively). [Go back]

2. CE = Common Era. Year 1 of the
Common Era corresponds with the year |
AD (Anno Domini) in the Christian
calendar. -1 CE (or 1| BCE — “Before the
Common Era”™) corresponds with the year
1 BC (*“Before Christ”). As in the Christian
system which has no year zero, the year 1
BCE is followed by 1 CE. [Go back]

3. Events of the last few decades are still
much too fresh in our collective experience
to argue intelligently for or against their
historical signicance. [Go back]
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