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Our Life is what we make
it by our own thoughts
and deeds, thus it is
through our own thought
that a man rises

our falls.
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ROYAL THAI MONASTERY, LUMBINI

The Royal Thai Monastery is located
in the vicinity of the Birthplace of the
Buddha in Sacred Garden, Lumbini , Nepal.
The construction has been funded by the
contributions of devout Thai Buddhists and
the Royal Thai Government. On behalf of
His Majesty's Royal Thai Government, the
Thai Ambassador to the Kingdom of Nepal
signed a lease Agreement with His Majesty's
Government of Nepal for
the lease of two plots of
land in the Eastern
Monastic  Zone of
Lumbini Garden, with a
total area of 5 acres (13
Rais) for the period of 99
years. Thailand being a
Buddhist country, the aims
and purposes of founding
the Royal Thai Monastery |
in Lumbini Sacred Garden |

B VEN PHRA NIRANDORN SIHANAM
( CIRATTEHIKO)

whose Teachings have successfully initiated
the World Peace for over 2500 years.

As a response to H. E. U. Thant's
appeal Buddhist countries around the world
joined together to set up the working
committee to develop Lumbini and
requested the World Fellowship of Buddhists
together with the Lumbini Development
Project of Nepal to act as a focal point of its
develop-ment. The Master
Plan of Lumbini
] Development was agreed
by the international
committee members as a
projects of the United
Nations Organisation.
Consequently, to transfer

the Master Plan to reality
| the government of Nepal
{ provided the land for its

were to recollect the
gratefulness of the Buddha. It was also to
honour the celebration of Commemorating
the Fiftieth Anniversary of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej's accession to the
Throne.

From the grand celebration of 2500
years of Buddhist Era,Lumbini has been
founded as the Sacred Buddha Garden. H.
E. U. Thant, the Secratary-General of the
United Nations of the time, also a Burmese
Buddhist appealled the world Buddhist
population to join together to found the place
of recollection of the Buddha as an offerings
to the Buddha, the founder of Buddhism

3T

4 development and trees
were planted in areas of tens of thousands
of acres and separated lands to develop it as
the Sacred Buddha Garden. Also invitations
were extended to all Buddhist countries to
establish and build international Buddhist
monastries in the designated Monastic Zone
to propagate art, culture and Buddhism as a
whole through individual architectural
structures of their own countries (in the area
of 6,000 Rais). At present, (CE 2000) there
is a total of 13 monasteries from different
countries already established in Lumbini
Sacred Garden

On 15 December 1993, The Cabinet
R Hioiosioiag



of the Royal Thai Government agreed in
principle to construct the Royal Thai
Monastery in Lumbini with the government's
funding. The Ministry of Education was
asked to set up a Construction Committee
which would draw up a master plan and
undertake general supervision of the
construction. The aim of the project is to
support and spread Buddhism through Thai
art and culture in accordance with the agreed
commitment between the governments of
Thailand and Nepal with regards to the
Master Plan of Lumbini Development
Project.In addition, to develop it as the centre
of propagating Buddhism and for the
continuation of Buddhism in years to come.

The construction of the Royal Thai
Monastery of Lumbini was commenced in
1995 by His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of
Thailand. His Holiness Presided over the
ceremony of the Foundation Stone of the
Main Temple on 19 November 1995. The
auspicious ceremony was attended by many
Thai officials including the Deputy Minister
of Education , Ambassador of Thailand to
Nepal, official staffs from the Department
of Religious. Affairs, members of the Sangha
Supreme Council of Thailand and many Thai
Buddhist devotes. From Nepalese side
attendants includes officials of Lumbini
Development Trust (LDT), Thai community
residing in Nepal and Nepalese Buddhists.

In 1996, the construction was
commenced  as planned with the
authorisation of the Department of Religious
Affairs. Work began with the levelling of the
land, the walling-off the monastery, the
construction of one multi-purpose building
, four double accommodation houses for

monks, electrical and water systems, a pond,
artesian wells, and other necessary
infrastructures; landscaping and planting of
trees referred in the life of the Buddha
around the allotted land so that the areas will
be pleasant, and provide shady areas for
visitors. However due to the unfortunate
recent economic recession in Thailand, the
allotted budget was delayed and was not
approved or sent in the set time-frame which
was originally targeted for completion in
1998. It would have coincided with the
celebrations and commemoration of the 50th
Anniversary of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej's accession to the Throne.

Later the Royal Thai Embassy in
Kathmandu through the Department of
Religious Affairs requested the Sangha
Supreme Council of Thailand to appoint
monks to be sent to the Royal Thai
Monastery in Lumbini. Indicating that the
presence of the monks not only would help
the general maintenance of the Thaij
Monastery but also would supervise, assist
and speed up the construction of the
monastery. Moreover, it would be a place of
worship for both Thai and international
visitors who come to pay their respects, and
for pilgrims from near and far places who
visit Lumbini. It would also be a place to
propagate the teachings of the Buddha in the
most revered location of his birthplace.

Consequently, the Sangha Supreme
Council of Thailand, in the meeting held on
16 August 1999, issued a request that the
abbot of Wat Thai Buddha Gaya, the head
of the Thai Buddhist Mission in India, to
appoint an abbot to supervise and oversee
general maintenance of the Royal Thai
Monastery in Lumbini. The most Venerable
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Phra Raj Bodhividesha (Thongyod), the
head of the Thai Buddhist Mission in India ,
appointed Venerable Phra Khru Palad
Suvattana Sadhakun (Veerayut), A Thai
Buddhist Mission monk of Wat Thai Buddha
Gaya who is also the head of the Sangha of
the Wat Thai Kusinarachalermraj Kushi
Nagar in India which is located not so far
away from Lumbini to take up also the
position as the head Monk whose
responsibility is to supervise the construction
of the Royal Thai Monastery in Lumbini on
3 february 1999 the head monk together with
other four Thai Buddhist Mission monks
from Wat Thai Kusinarachalermraj arrived
Lumbini and there were five monks who
spent their Buddhist Lent of the year 2000
in the Royal Thai Monastery in Lumbini .
Since then Thai Buddhist Monks remain to
overseas the activities of the Rayal Thai
Monastery in Lumbini.

Construction ot the Royal Thai
Monastery in Lumbini had been undertaken
with the financial support from the Budget
Bureau of the Thai Government and
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May all sentient being attain the highest state of completeness
being on the foot steps of Buddha

Ghina ational Txport ﬁu.ses Qeuelﬁpment (Tibet) Go.
No. 75 Jmzhu Xilu lhasaé&it‘i Tibet

continual public donations. Up to the writing
of this brief history in addition to Monastery
walls , one multi- purpose buliding, four
accommodation bulding for the Monks , one
kitchen/dining hall and two water tanks have
been completed and the necessary basic
requirements have been donated individually
and collectively . Future undertaking which
will be forthcoming in due course in the
section of residence or Sanghavas , include
the construction of one accommodation
bulding for His Holiness the Supreme
Patriarch , together with two multi -purpose
Guest Houses for Pilgrims , and one
Reception and Information building , two
public toilets and in the main Sacred part or
Buddhavas include the main Shrine Hall
(Uposath) , open air public pavilions in four
directions (Sala Jaturathit) , Vihara Buliding
and the Sacred Stupa.

(The Royal Thai Monastery is situated
in the East Monastic Zone, 1.2 km. north
from the Asoka Pillar; the same road leads
to the Myanmar Stupa , Maha Bodhi Society
of India and to the Lumbini Royal Thai
Monastery. )
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Spreading the Good Dhamma for the joy and hapiness of all,

- Sukfii Hotu Nepal
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BUDDHIST STUDIES IN TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Buddhist studies have long been
available in various universities in the East
as well as in the West. Some Nepalese
students have also obtained degrees in the
subject from universities in India, Thailand,
Myanmar, Sri-Lanka, Japan, Germany and
USA. Nearly two decades back a group of
Nepalese scholars and intellectuals made
efforts to introduce the subject in Tribhuvan
University.

Finally in 1999, thanks to Prof. Ram
Nivas Pandey, Head of the Central
Department of Nepalese History Culture and
Archaeology, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Science, a new draft proposal for the
courses post Graduate Diploma in Buddhist
Studies (P.G. Diploma) was prepared and Dr.
Naresh Man Bajracharya came forward to
shoulder the responsibility of coordinating
the one-year course of Buddhist studies.

To quote the University, "The main
objective of this course is to provide a
comprehensive knowledges the origin and
development of Buddhism in general with
special reference to the introduction and
evolution of Buddhism in Nepal and its
development into a complex reli gious system
during the medieval period particularly after
the inception of Mahayana and Vajrayana in
the country."

The course of Post-Graduate Diploma
in Buddhist studies in brief is as follows:

1. Buddhist Riligion and Philosophy :

To provide a comprehensive knowledge
of Buddhist religion and Philosophy in

RHT oot aig
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the context of th religion and philosophy
of the world.

2. History of Buddhism and Buddhist
Literature :

Group A - History of Buddhism

Dealing with the origin of Buddhism.
emergence of various Buddhist sects,
schools and expansion of Buddhism in
South-East and North-East Asia.

Group B - History of Buddhist Literature

Dealing basically with the Buddhist Palj
and Sanskrit literatures as well as briefly
with Tibetan Buddhist literature.

3. Buddhist Art and Architecture :

To provide a comprehensive knowledge
of Buddhist Art and Architecture, with
special emphasis various forms and
patterns of the same in Nepal.

4. Buddhism of Nepal :

Dealing with the unique Buddhist
tradition and culture practised by
Buddhist societies in Nepal sacrements,
festivals, cultural values and practices,
philosophy, literature and scholars.

5. Buddhist Heritage of Northern Nepal :

Group A - To provide general knowled ge of
Himalayan Buddhist heritage in terms of
sacred-secular concept, cosmology,
aesthetic value, peace, spiritual and
source of inspiration.

Group B - Provides for presentation of a these

on the subject under Goup A carrying 50
marks.
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The course divided into five papers, of
10 units each as above, carries a total of 100
marks and lasts 150 teaching hours. Students
receiving 75% or above are accorded the
mark of distinction, while those with 60%,
50% and 40% or above are given first, second
and third division respectively.

The faculty includes a number of
distinguished professors and scholars : Prof.
M.R. Aryal, Dr. Bhadra Ratna Bajracharya,
Dr. John K. Locke, Dr. Bina Ghimire, Dr.
Ramesh Dhungel, Dr. Prem Kumar Khatri,
Dr. Ramesh Raj Kunwar, Dr. Naresh Man
Bajracharya, Dr. Sanubhai Dangol, Dr. James
Powell, Ven Bhikkhu Sudarshan
Mahasthavir, Mr. Milan Shakya, Mr. Min
Bahadur Shakya, Mr. Diwash Dhakal and Dr.
Laxman Shakya.

The curriculum has laid down five
regular classes, each of one hour's duration
form 10.00 to 13.00 hours, a half-hour break,
followed by another session form 13:30 to

15:30 hours. The medium of instruction is
English.

After careful planning and great
endeavour the postgraduate course in
Buddhist Studies was formally introduced in
Tribhuvan University from the academic
year of 2000 with Dr. Naresh Man
Bajracharya as Coordinator. Much
enthusiasm was shown by the first batch of
some 60 students, half a dozen of whom were
also teachers in other faculties of the
University.

In addition to regular classes, very often
weekly talk programmes are conducted on
Fridays, for which distinguished visiting
scholars, monks and nuns are invited to

deliver talks on selected topics on Buddhism.
A dozon scholars have so far given talks, as
follow :

Dr. Alexandar V. Rospatt on An
Introduction to Swayambhu Puran.

Dr. jan Boersma on A short introdution
to Judaism and Christianity and a
Comparision with Buddhism and
Hinduism.

Mr. Satya Mohan Joshi on the Living
Tradition of Pragyaparamita in Nepalese
Buddhism.

Prof. Dr. T. Kloppenborg on the Status
of Women in the Buddhist Order.

Ven. Bhikku Jnanapurnika Mahastavir on
Buddha's Fundamental Principal :
Dependet Origination Theory.

Dr. Bajraraj Shakya on the Swayambhu
Pagoda : The Source of Nepalese
Buddhist Culture.

Anagarika Dhammavati on Anattalakhana
Sutta.

Mr. Rishikesh Shah on Nepalese
Buddhism.

Mr. Corneille Jest on Monasteries in the
Himalayan Region.

Dr. Nivedhita Mishra on Vajrayana and
Mahayan Buddhism.

Mr. Amrit Yonjan on Tamang Buddhist
Rituals.

. Mrs. Prem Hira Tuladhar on Pandit

Nistananda's Life and Work.

In conclusion, let me quote once more

the Faculty of Humanities and Social Science,
"This course will help to have deeper
interactions with the Buddhist countries of the
world for a better academic exchange in the
days ahead."

Let's practise the Dhamma out afk W
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Theravada Buddhism
A Chronological History

¢.1100 600’s

Buddhism in India begins a long, slow
decline from which it would never fully
recover. {1}

¢.1100? 1400? 6" century? 9™ century?

Dhammapala composes commentaries on
parts of the Canon missed by Buddhaghosa
(such as the Udana, Itivuttaka, Theragatha,
and Therigatha), along with extensive sub-
commentaries on Buddhaghosa’s work. {7}

1594 1050 .

The bhikkhu and bhikkhuni communities at
Anuradhapura die out following invasions
from South India.|]. 5}

1614 1070

Bhikkhus from Pagan arrive in
Polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka to reinstate the
obliterated Theravada ordination line on the
island. {5}

1708 1164

Polonnaruwa destroyed by foreign invasion.
With the guidance of two monks from a
forest branch of the Mahavihara sect —
Vens. Mahakassapa and Sariputta — King
Parakramabahu reunites all bhikkhus in Sri
Lanka into the Mahavihara sect. {1, 8}

1780 1236
Bhikkhus from Kaficipuram, India arrive in
Sri Lanka to revive the Theravada ordination
line. {1}

1823 1279

Last inscriptional evidence of a Theravada

L

Bhikkhuni nunnery (in Burma). {8}

1831 1287
Pagan looted by Mongol invaders; its decline
begins. {1}

¢.1900 13* century
A forest-based Sri Lankan ordination line
arrives in Burma and Thailand. Theravada
spreads to Laos. Thai Theravada
monasteries first appear in Cambodia shortly
before the Thais win their independence
from the Khmers. {1}

¢.2000 1400’s

Another forest lineage is imported from Sri
Lanka to Ayudhaya, the Thai capital. A new
ordination line is also imported into Burma.

{1}

2297 1753 )
King Kirti Sri Rajasinha obtains bhikkhus
from the Thai court to reinstate the bhikkhu
ordination line, which had died out in Sri
Lanka. This is the origin of the Siyam
Nikaya. {8}

2312 1768
Burmese destroy Ayudhaya (Thai capital).

2321 1777

King Rama T, founder of the current dynasty
in Thailand, obtains copies of the Tipitaka
from Sri Lanka and sponsors a Council to
standardize the Thai version of the Tipitaka,
copies of which are then donated to temples
throughout the country, {1}
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2347 1803

Sri Lankans ordained in the Burmese city of
Amarapura found the Amarapura Nikaya in
Sri Lanka to supplement the Siyam Nikaya,
which admitted only brahmins from the Up
Country highlands around Kandy. {9}

2372 1828

Thailand’s Prince Mongkut (later King Rama
IV) founds the Dhammayut movement,
which would later become the Dhammayut
Sect. 11!

¢.2400 1800’s

Sri Lankan Sangha deteriorates under
pressure from two centuries of European
colonial rule (Portuguese, Dutch, British).
is i
t=1

2406 1862

Forest monks hecaded by Ven. Paiifiananda
go to Burma for reordination, returning to
Thailand the following year to found the
Ramania Nikaya. {9} First translation of the
Dhammapada into a Western language
(Gcm]dn]. 21 : ,

2412 1868
Fifth Council is held at Mandnlay. Burma;

Pali Canon is inscribed on 729 marble slabs.
{2}

2417 1873

Ven. Mohottivatte Gunananda defeats
Christian missionaries in a public debate,
sparking a nationwide revival of Sri Lankan
pride in its Buddhist traditions. {8}

2423 1879

Sir Edwin Arnold publishes his epic
narrative poem Light of Asia, which becomes
a best-seller in England and the USA.,
stimulating popular Western interest in
Buddhism.

2424 1880

Helena Blavatsky and Henry Steel Olcott,
founders of the Theosophical Society, arrive
in Sri Lanka from the USA, embrace
Buddhism, and begin a campaign to restore
Buddhism on the island by encouraging the
establishment of Buddhist schools. {1!

2425 1881

Pali Text Society is founded in England by
T.W. Rhys Davids; most of the Tipitaka is
published in roman script and, over the next
100 years, in English translation.

to be continue...
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