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The Buddha’s Greatness

By the Venerable Pandit Mirisse Gunasiri, Mahathera, B A. Hoxs. (LoND.)
of the Vidyodaya Universiiy of Ceylon

The Vaisakh Full Moon is the most sacred
day in the Buddhist calendar. Members of
various nationalities the world over, once more
sink all their petty differences and gather
together to celebrate the memory of the holy
life of that Great Sage, Gotama the Buddha,
for it is on this day this Teacher of more than
one fifth of the world’s population, was born.
On such a day as this, He attained full enligh-
tenment and also attained full liberation
(Parinirvana) from samsaric existence.

Born to that aristocratic Sakyan clan in
modern Nepal, as the heir apparent to the
paternal throne, the Great Being renounced
all wo-ldly pleasures in the prime of youth
and went forth from home to the state of
homelessness to discover the Reality of
Nibbana which put an end to all evils. He
succeeded in this attempt after six long years
and came back to the world and lived up to
eighty, serving mankind making no distinction
between man and man.

Those three holy spots connected with
these three great historic events are still to be
seen, for they are the survivals of India’s past
glory,

This Great Sage, undoubtedly the embodi-
ment of all the genuine virtues He taught, is
universally reconized as the greatest figure in
human history, for His was a life unparalled
and unsurpassed by any one of its kind. It
was a life perfect and fully dedicated to the
service of all mankind.

The Buddha's contribution to the world
culture and philosophy is the Dhamma which
has become the common legacy of the world,
the common light of the world, the civilising
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factor of man and the unifying force of major
pari of the world. Human thought attained
its consummation and human culture its sum-
mit by his ethico-philosophical doctrine.

Among the unique virtues of this Sakyan
Sage were His penetrating wisdom (Panna),
iron will-power (Virya), all-pervading compas-
sion (Mahakaruna), selfless service to all alike
(atthacariya), marvellous power of renuncia-
tion (nekhamma), unsullied purity in world,
deed and thought (sucarita), spotless life en-
dowed with sovereign qualities (uttamajivita),
tolerance, religious and philosophical (khanti),
harmless and blameless method adopted by
Him to establish His kingdom of righteousness,
lovingkindness (metta), towards all without
the slightest exception running down to the
unicellular microscopic being and non-violence
(Avihimsa).

He was not an Indian god nor had. He any
alliance to divinity. Though godless the most
god-like was this Great Man. Having attained
all these supernormal heights by His own
efforts quite independent of traditional belief
and legendary speculations of the time, He lay
that path open to all, for them too, to tread
along. A famous writer struck the correct note
when he remarked ‘“The Buddha was democra-
tic in principle and communistic in distribu-
tion,”” for he came to the world (Bahujana-
hitaya) for the good of many—for the good
of all.

The Buddha in His own words, was a man,
however, a superman. He was the first man
to exercise rational thinking in the full sense
of the word. He found the way to immorta-
Jity by His own intellectual experiments.
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right to think by himself He thereby roused
man’s intellect and reason and set him on his

own feet to work out his own emancipation.

What is called Dhamma is not a revelation
and ethics and morals are not commandments
but precepts for all to observe them for their
edification in this world and the world beyond.
One of the remarkable features of the Bud-
dha’s way to give every 'individual full moral
responsihility.

Among His marvellous” discoveries is the:
Law of Cause and effect — the Hetuphala-
dhamma— coming in the Paticcasamuppada
and Patthana, which explains the ultimate
reality underlying all phenomena. This “Bud-
dhi t Law of Relativity”’ revolutionised the
traditional way of thinking and superceded all
the so-called solutions to the riddle of the
universe. The Brahmajala Sutta points out
that there were in India sixty and two philo-
sophical views—each of which like asmall
ship sailed towerds an imaginary haven of
happiness though without chart or compass.
These views which ‘oscillated once to eternal-
ism and then to nihilism, the Buddha criticised
and weighed in the scales of rational thought
only to be shelved as antiquities of the
museum of primitive thought. i

The Buddha’s analysls of the being went
so deep that mind and matter the chief cons-
tituents of a being, with their minute details,
went down to Anatma or Sunyata, non-subs-
tantiality and void, the inevitable result being
the bold denial of the then popular belief that
the origin of things should be attributed to an
ultimate cause beyond human investigation,
scientific, logical and empirical. By this mar-
vellous discovery the Buddha freed man from
even growing ignorance (Avijja) that holds
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Without any monopoly or any dictatorial tone.
He gave every man freedom of thought the .

him-in intellectual slavery for ever.
The Doctrine of Causal Chain gave the
- final solution to those phiiosophical problems
which were in the making from the Vedic age.
For instance, Kamma, Rebirth and Samsara
interpreted in the light of soul-theory, had no
final solution until they were incorporated in
this doctrine and explained in its:light depict-
ing their consumiate meaning.

The brilliant success achieved by the Bud-
dha in the particular field of psvcho-analysis
which delves deep even to the mental process
of the animal, is by far the greatest. Long
before Hume analysed the mind to see that it
is only fleeting process and Schopenhaver
concluded that the world is nothing but Idea
and Will, the Buddha analysed the being into
five main aggregates— Panchaskhandha and
conciousness being one among them, into its
various classes and its actions and re-actions.

The established eighty-nine aspects of the
mind and fifty-two complexes as against the
few so far dealt with in modern psychology.
The fundamental Buddhist doctrines are based,
on metaphysical foundations and they as such,
are final words on those respective fields. Con
sequently they are so sound that they stand
fresh and firm even at this time of scientific
thinking.

Religious tolerance with “Metta’’ and non-
violence at its root is one of the most impor-
tant Buddhist teachings. This remarkable
virtue was so well practised by the Buddha
that His followers naturally imbibed this spirit
so earnestly that not a single drep of blood
was shed in His name or in the name of His
noble Dhamma during the last twenty five
centuries of its existence throughout the wide
world This unblemished record is something
every Buddhist nay, every human being ought
to be proud of...
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Origin of Lineage of Gautam Buddha and Shaky:
(Quotation from the book-Lalitavistara, chapter 4)
By N. B. Bajracharya

TeExT :

Shakya brikchhya pratichhannam vasam tasmin prachakriye,

Tasma dikchhya ku vansaste bhuvi shakya itismrita.

To the west of Nepal in the city of Shokata
in Ayodhva (India), there lived a king named
Mahasanmat of Chhetriva clan. He had a son
called Kalyana who had alsoa soa named
Rava who succeeded his forefathers in the
throne. His son Uposadha and grandson Man-
dhata became kings in succession. King Man-
dhata had no issue. So he made his daughter’s
son Dauhitra his successor to his throne.
Daulitra had one son named Sujata who had
five sons namely Opura, Nipura, '_Karkandak,
Ulkamukh and Hastikashirsha. This king had
one son named Jenta Kumar from his illegi-
mate wife named Jyenti. In this way he had
five l-gitimate sons and one illegitimate son.
King Sujata also had five daughters named
Sudhy, Vimata, Vijita, Jata and Jali.

One day the illegitimate queen Jyenti Dbe-
gan to think of some trick by which she might
be successful in inducing the king to make
her son, Jenta Kumar the successor to the
throne  So he played various role in her
power to please king Sujata so that he might
be in her favour. When she was quite con-
fident that the king was in her favour, she

began to make various false allegations
against the legitimate queen and her five sons.
At first the king would not believe them.
Queen Jyenti made her continued effort to
convince the king of I er allegations. One day
king Sujata, being bewitched by his wife
Jyenti, was, at last, convinced of the accusa-
tions and acted foolishly by turning away all
his legitimate sons from the palace, pag and
baggage to a forest. He also expelled his
legitimate queen Shebhabati and her five
daughters They all went away to forest in
the north They all lived there together,
living on wild fruits and edible herbs found in
the forest. '

One day as they wandered about in the
forest, they met a Rishi (hermit) who was
meditating in his hermitage. The name of the
Rishi was Kapila Muni. They told the hermit
Kapila Muni of their sad story of how they
had been expelled from the palace, Being very
sympathic, the hermit advised them to cut
down the branches of the trees named Shako-
taka and make shelter for them to dwell in.

he sympathised with them and helped them

I'ie Buddha launched His world campaign
at Saranath with that famous and historical
sermon called Dhammacakkappavattana-Sutta
which literally means “setting in motion the
wheel of Dhamma.” His was the first mis-
sionary religion in the world for His teaching
was univeisal s against the family religions
which prevailed in India in those days. This
wheel of Dhamma went on rolling to one

fourth of the earth’s surface crushing no
country but illuminating and levelling its path
for all those who wished to tread along it.

Let us once more think of this Great
Master and try not only to understand tle
real significance of His teaching but also to
imbibe it in its real spirit.

May Vesak bring happiness to all !
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to live in the forest. They did as advised by
the hermit They went on working hard for
their livelihood. After some years, the news
of the royal family living in the forest widely
spread in the vicinity. Many other people
from the surrounding area came to live in the
same forest where the royal members of the
king’s family living. In course of time, a smal’
town sprang up in the forest where there had
been a few shelters. The small town was soon
turn into a big town, and the big town grew
up into a city which was later named after the
tree “hakot’ So the now city was known as
Shakot Nagar. The royal members got mar-
ried and settled down there. All the royal
exiles formed into a big family. The city was
politically organised with Opura, the eldest
prince as a king of the new city—Shakot
Nagar This city also was known as Kapila-
pura named after the hermit Kapila. Nagar
and Pura are synonims meaning town or city.

In a course of a time, king Opura had a
son He was nemed Singha Hanu who later
on, succeded his father—the king. King Singha
Hanu had four sons and a daughter. The
names of the sons are as follows : Suddho-
dana, Dvautadana, Shulkodana and Amrito-
dana. The name of the daughter was Amita
Devi.

There was a province called Shakya pro-
vince where a Shakya king called Subhuti
reigned. He was from Shakva clan. That
shaky king had seven daughters whose names
were as follows :—Maya Devi, Maha Maya or
Gautami Prejapati, Atimaya Devi, Ananta-
maya Devi, Chulika Devi, Kokila Devi, Supra-
japati, The first two eldest daughters, Maya
Devi and Gautami Prajapati, were married by
SuddhLodana, the eldest son of king Singha
Hanu; Atimaya Devi znd Anantamaya Devi
were married by the second prince, Dyauta-
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dana; Chulika Devi and Kokila Devi married
the third prince, Shulkodana; The youngest
daughter, Suprajapati Devi married the youn-
gest son, Amritodana. In this was sons of king
Singha Hanu married the daughters of king
Subhuti, the shakya King.

After some years king Singha Hanu died.
His eldest son, Suddhodana became king.

Some years went by, when the princess
Amita Devi was infected with leprosy. She
cuffered from attack of leprosy for many years.
She was so badly affected by the desease that
her body began to smell a disguisting smell of
rotten meat, When she was very serious, she
was segregated in a cave somewhere in the
Himalayan mountain. Thanks to the wonder
of the Himalayan climate. She was completely
restored to her normal health.

One day, it so happened that a king of
Benaras, having renounced his kingdom, had
been practising asceticism as a Maharshi
(Ascetic) in the same region of the Himalaya
wheie the princess had been dwelling in a
cave. When the princess was cured, she used
to go out for a stroll. One day the Maharshi
accidentally met the princess while she was
roaming. Both of them were astounded when
they met each other, not knowing that there
was onother person living in the same vicinity.
First they were dumb—founded for a while.
Then they were spelbound by charming beau-
ty of each other Love at first sight worked in
them. They got married then and there. A
twin (boys) was born a year after. Itis said
that every ten months she gave birth a twins,
In this way in fifteen years she had thirty two
sons. Kola Rajarshi (Maharshi) had scarcity
of food in the forest to feed all the children.
When grown up, the children were very hand-
some All the boys used to be called Koliya
putra (sons of Koliya). They were all dressed
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like Rishi (ascetic). They lived hand to mouth
collecting food available in the forest. Grad-
ually they learnt to till the soiland raise the
livestock whereby they lived fairly well for
some time.

One day through Hardship, they were com-
pelled to go on begging. They all went for
begging in Kapila Nagar where king Suddho-
dana, their maternal uncle, ruled. The news
that thirty two ascetics who looked alike were
begging in the city sp ead far and wide. Then
the news was heard by the king, he immedia-
tely sent for them. All the young boys were
questioned in detail as to-who they were and
why they had to beg though they were young
and strong and capable of working, They told
the king the whole story about their parents
and how they had to recourese to begging. King
Suddhodana was very surprised to know the
beggars were no other than his own nephews,
the sons of his sister, Amita Devi, who was
sent away to the Himalayan mountain because
of her suffering from leprosy. He never thou-
ght that his sister still alive. His joy know no
bounds when he heard that his sister and
brother-in-law were living together happily in
the forest. He then kept all the thirty two
nephews in the palace and immediately pro-
ceeded towards the mountain where his sister
and brother-in law Kola Maharshi were dwell-
ing. He meet them there. After an exchange
of courtesy and greetings, he brought them to
his palace where they had happy meeting and
feast There after the king arranged every
thing in his power to make their stay in the
mountain as happy as possible. He soley
undertook to bring up and educate the nephews.
When they were grown up to matuority, they
were given high ranking position and got
married to some decent, good girls from
Shakya clan born in the shakya principality.

s gfw

Thus they lived the life of household life. In
course of time, they all had childern grown
into the shakya community. They were called
Koliya shakya Vamsa. Some of them dropped
the name Koliya and just called themselves
shakya Vamsa. After some years, some of
them were known as shakya Kumar.

One great personality born in the Lumbini
Garden was of such shakya clan. He was
Sarbarthesiddhi (Siddhartha Kumar) whose
father and mother were King Suddhodana and
Queen Maya devi. The prince Siddhartha got
married a shakya kumari named Yasodhara,
a daughter of Danda Pani, a king of Shakya
Vamsa. The prince Siddharth, later on, gave
up his princely life and led the life of a wan-
derer insearch of truth. Later He became the
Buddha Bhagawan Buddha, Samyak Sambu-
ddha-Tathagat-Shakya Sinha, the Enlightened
one, the Omniscent One.

The Buddha is called Shakya Singh because
he is like a lion born of Shakya clan from
Shakya principality. He is called Shakya Muni
for the reason that He is a Muni (monk) from
Shakya clan. When He (Buddha) ordained his
followers into Chudskarmabhisheka or Bhik-
shu, He called then Shakya Bhikshu (male)
shakya Bhikshuni for women Those followers
who are not ordained into Sangha but are
remaining as devotees are called shakya Upa-
saka for male and Shakya Upasika for female.

The Buddha is said to have visited Kanti-
pur with a large number of his followers to
pay homage to Swoyambhu Chaitya and five
Buddhas in Swoyambhu, Kathmandu. A large
number of his followers did not go back -but
remained in Kathmandu valley they spread
out mostly in the valley and settled down in
the major cities like Kantipur, Lalitpur, and
Bhaktapur. Most of them disrobed and led the
life of Grihasthasharma (domestic family) as
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Buddhist laymen and married and domiciled.

As‘expounded by the Buddha, the followers
though disrobed. followed the teachings of the
Buddha Dharma. Although they are not
adhere to Bhikshu Charya, yet they practised
Buddhacharya in varieus ways suited to the
climatic environment in which they lived. So
they originally founded the custom of initia-
tions and initiatives in various Abhishekas
and remained a Bhikshu even for four days
at Chudakarmabhisheka. Those who are
ordained at Chaita are called Buddhacharya.
Those ordained at Dharmadhatu with Buddha
statue are chailak and those at Bodhistwa
statue are know as shakya.

When emperor Ashoka visited Nepal, he
erected many stupas and chaityas and viharas.
He established the tradition to give initiations
of Chudakarmabhisheka. With consultation of
empress Tisyarakshita, he also gave his
daughter Charumati to king Deva Pala of
Kantipur. He built a vihar with Buddha
statue named Chabahi (near Bauddha) named
after his daughter Charumati. Some people
believe that it was built by Charumati herself,
In that chabahi initiations of Chudakarma-
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bhisheka to those living in vicinity had been
established by Queen Charumati and is still
being practised. Now and then many other
kings erected new viharas in Kirtipur, Lalit-
pur and Bhaktapur and many other villages.
In those days irrespective of caste or creeds,
low or high, the rules and the fuled, used to
get equal chance to be ordained into Chuda-
karmabhisheka and lived in vihar as Bhik-
shus, Some remained Bhikshu as long as they
could and then gave up robes yet following
the teaching of the Buddha as shakya laymen
Some rich people constructed viharas for
themselves and lived there as Bhikshus prac-
tising Budha Dharma. Later on some learned
Bhikshu went through higher initiations like
Bajracharya Abhisheka and practised various
forms of Buddha Dharma such as Sahajayana, |
Tantrayana, Bajrayana in order to attain
Siddhacharyahood (sainthood with tantric
power). Some went on practising Purohitship
(preisthood) and at the same time practising
Yogacharya (Tantric asceticism). They are
said to have established Agama System where
they installed various tantric Gods and
Goddess such as Chakrasambara, Bajra Devi.

Those vihars outside the city are known as Bahi (Bahir Bihar in Sanskrit meaning
outside Vihar), those inside the city are called Vihars (Abhyantar vihar meaning

inside vihar).

Those living around trees of Shakya shal and sugarcane are also said to be called

Shakyas.
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