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* STORY OF UTANGA RISHI & ANANDA BHIKHU

After the great war of Kuruchhetra
(Mahabharata), Utanga Rishi met
Krishna after a long time, Utanga Ri-
shi asked about Kuru’s and Pandavas’s
family, and Krishna told him that a
great war between Kurus and Panda-
vas have destroyed whole families of
Pandavas and Kurus and millions
others died in this battle. The Kurus
along with Duryodhana had been killed
and annihilated. Hearing all the events,
Utanea Rashi, suspecting this conflict
must have been plotted by Krishna,
said, you are responsiable for this, vou
must have prevented this war and ho-
rrible slaughter. So now I will curse
upon you. But Krishna said wait and
told him all the reasons and causes of
war, which was quite beyond control.
Krishna said, in spite of his best ende-
avors and diplomacv, the war came
about, so he was quite blameless in
this matter, therefore the war was ine-
vitable. Then Utanga Rishi seeing
what Krishna said was reasonable,
forgave Krishna and did not course
him.

Now for Utanga Rishi’s forgive-
ness, Krishna said to him to ask any
boon from him. Utanga Rishi was a
wandering ascetic and a strict abstinent,
so Utanga Rishi said to Krishna that
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if he wanted to grant him a boon,
grant a boon to get water to him whe-
nevere he feel thirstv, wherevere, he
may be roaming in deserts, hills and
forests, Krishna gladly granted him
this boon, and they both departed.

After a short time of this meeting,
Utanga Rishi while wandering in the
deserts, as it was too hot, he bccame
very thristy. On the way he met a stra-
nge looking hunter carring bow and
arrows on his back and a leather bag
slung over his shoulder, followed by a
big hunting dog. Utanga Rishi asked
the hunter what he carried in that lea-
ther bag. The hunter replied that it
contained water, and said that the
Rishi seemed to be very tired and thir-
sty, so if he wanted to drink water, he
can freely drink water out of that lea-
ther bag. Then Utanga Rishi replied,
how can he drink out of that leather
bag from a hunter, candala and an
out-caste, even if he was quite thirsty.
But the hunter replied, never mind I
shall not give the water to you from
my hand, so you can drink the water
through a bamboo tube out of the bag,
the hunter insisted him to drink. How
can ‘Utanga Rishi who is arrogant and
strict abstinent, drink water carried by
the untouchable and outcaste hunter?
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Utanga Rishi supressing his thrist;.
replied he did not want to drink water,
so then they both took their own
ways.

Afte “wards Utanga Rishi again met
Krishn Krishna said to Utanga Rishi
that hc has gravely disgraced him.
But Ut.nga Rishi did not understand
what Krishna meant, sc he said that
he has done nothing disgraceful thing
against, him and asked why he said
so. Then Krishna disclosed him the
fact, I requested Indra, King of Gods,
- to supply water whenever and where-
ever you feel thirsty, so Indra Himself
in complaince with my request, in the
disguise of a hunter come to meet you
in the desert to quench your thrist
with a bag of Amrit, necter, but you
refused to drink the same. in spite of
his insistence. This thing Indrr told me
just now, and added Utanga Rishi was
quite unfit for the Amrit, necter, yet I
have fulfilled your wish. This grieved
me very much, because you have
missed a great chance of liberation
from birth and death in this life, for
the sake of your shortsightedness and
arrogance. Had you realised equelity
and oneness of life through your hard
and rigorious asceticism, Tapashya,
you will never have missed the greatest
chance of drinking Amrit, necter. Now
wait until another chance comes ! Say-
ing this much Krishna disappeared,

Qo

then Utan gar ‘Risht: wondered and rep-
ented. o 2
Another storv of Ananda Bhikhu:
Ananda Bhikhu, one of the formost

" and renowned diciples of Gautam Bu-

ddha, was going to preach Buddha-
' Dharma according to the injuction:—
“Oh Bhikhus! For the sake of weltare
and happiness of many, for compass-
ion to all living beings, Gods and Man-
kind, and for the benifits and well-
being of all living, creatares, propagate
this Dharma, wh;ch has goodness and
welfare, in the beginning, middle and
end. Oh Bihikhus ! Propagate and
teach this Dharma, with full meaning
to all for their welfare and happiness !”

On his wanderiag for preaching

mission, one day, as it was very hot, he
become very thirsty and on the way
met a poor woman carrying
vessel under her arm. So Ananda
asked the woman to give him some
water to drink. But the woman refused
to give water to holy man, fearing it
will be a great sin to give water by an
antouchable and out-caste, to such a
holy man. Then Ananda asked why
she refused to give him water. Then
the woman Humblely told that she was
an out-caste and untouchable, so that
it is sinful to give him water. Then
Ananda said to the poor woman. “Fear
not ! [ did not ask or want your caste
to give me, but simply I wanted and
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asked for the water for the drink. I
see no difference between you and me,
tiierefore give and pour in water into

my Pinda-patra  (begging-bowl).”
Then the poor woman pour in water
into the begging-bowl (Pinda-patra)
full to the brim. Ananda happily and
gladly drank the water and quenched
his thirst, thankine the woman. But a
moment’s presence and association with
such a great and holy person as
Ananda, at once produced some good
effects and changed her heart, as a
grace. The poor woman at once knelt
down and bowed him with full faith
and devotion, and asked where she can
find him again. Then Ananda advised
her to come to listen Dharma at her

A qfq

village. With all humility and reverance

she attended the Sangha (preaching),
hearing all the precepts of the Buddha-
Dharma, she become aware of what
she should do with her life. Then and
there she took tefuge in Buddha, Dhar-
ma, Sangha, taking pravaja(Nun-hood)
and become an Anagarike, the home-
less one.

Just as the rivers of various names
flowing from different courses when
joined into the ocean, disappear the
names of various rivers and called
Ocean only, in the same way, that
untouchable and out-caste woman then
lost all distinctions and indentity,
taking refuge in Buddha, Dharma
Sangha which does not recognise high
and low caste, untouchables and out-
castes.

This story proves that though
Utanga Rishi was a great ascetic,
Tapaswin vet he was arrogant, so he
could not gain equal-vision there-
fore mised Amrit, necter, eveh
offered by Indra. But Ananda, one of
the foremost and revered diciples of
Lord Gautama Buddha, meek and
humble, gentle and compassionate,
with equal-vision attained NIRVANA,
the disireless and d athless state.
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fasraast an

Bhikkhu Amritananda, PALI TEXT SOCIETY
Ananda Kuti Vihar Guthi, 62 South Lodge,
Swayambhu, Circus Road,
Kathmardu, - London W8 9ET
repe ENGLAND.

30th October 1975
Dear Venerable Sir,

Your book Buddhakalin Shravika-Carita, part I, arrived safel and
beautfully packed a few days ago. I write to thank you very much indeed for
such a nice present. I do admire the amount of work thut you producz, out
of course there were a great many important people in the Buddha’s time
and I’'m sure there must be many people now in Nepal who will like to hear
about them.

[ believe the Shravikas were extremely fascinating and the unusual lives
some of them led should certainly be made known to present day foilowers
of the Buddha’s teaching, I am sure vou have work of this nature for many
years to come.

I wish you long life and verv good health. And thank vou again for
remembring me and acting on yvour toughts.

Yours in the Dhamma.
I. B. Horner
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