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Tibet Cottage is known Ffor
excellence and caters to its patrons’
wish for cleanliness, help fulness
and warm hospitality. Because we
are family-owned guest house, stay
with us and make it a temporary
home of their own.
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A. Inventory of Principal

ii. Suryavarma Saskarita Vajrakirti Mahavihara (Wom Baha)

Local Name : Wom Baha or, Yekhachhen Baha

Location : WomBaha, Lalitpur Sub-metropolis
Ward 11.

Style : Three storied main shrine with Baha
Courtyard.

Kwapa-dya : Shakyamuni facing North
Constructed : Date unknown, according to D. Wight’s
Chronicle, Wom Baha was established in the regime of
Siddhi Narasimha Malla but the earliest reference dated
1441 AD, a palm leaf manuscript, which mentions a
Bajracharya from Sri Suryabarhma Sanskarita Mahavihar
which refers to the proper Sanskrit name of Wom Baha.
(John K. Locke, 1985. p, 70)
Renovated : 1992-3, (Patan Conservation and
Development Program UDLE/GTZ-1644,1678, 1728,1742,
1756
Sangha : The mixed Sangha of Shakya and
Bajracharya, Bajracharya are Concerntrated to the left side
and Shakyas are at the right side of the Bahal courtyard.

17 families and 15 families of Shakya and
Bajracharyas respectively.

The initiated Sangha Members are 74 (41
Shakyas and 33 Bajracharyas).
Lineage Deity: Bajracharya families- Sankhu Vajrayogini
presently they worship at the baha. Shakya families-
originally at Shoyambhu then transferred to Koteshwar
Mahadev complex and presently in their individual agam.
Busadan  : Kwapa-dya Gaju Busadan on fullmoon
day of Falgun.

Sande Puja on Paush krishan Ashtami but
110 more practicing nowadays.
Area Covered: 2 Ropnee 1 Paisa 2 Dam (1029.92 sq.m)
Legendry Information : Wom Baha constructed nearby
Olakhu rivulet so named as Olakhu Wom Baha Baha .
Social and ritual Information:

:Five seniormost members (Pancha Sthavir Aajus)
are main executive body of the sagnha but now there are
only three formal Aajus. (The age of 3 Aajus between 85-
75 years).

:The term of service of Kwapa-dya:(dyahpa:) is
one month passes from seniority of initiation.

‘Namasangati Guthi and Sanaguthi are still active.

:Chitrakar families offer Bhu-Ja on Panchadan to
Red kunyapaju

:Awale families offer rice on Gunha Punhi. (Full
=oon day of Buddhist lent)

‘Kayastha families offer Naga Puja on full moon
2y of Falgun and they offer Yo-marhi to the Naga of roof-
=p.

:Sangha members are concentrated at Wom Baha
£ Jya-Baha areas,

S=mpaim

- Purna Chandra Shakya

Economic
Information:
Shakyas were
traditionally crafts-
man but Bajracharyas
were tailors and
priesthood but now
they are changing as
retailers and metal-
crafts.

:Shakya are
more business
oriented in compare to
Bajracharyas.

:No guthi land
is found due to
traditional style
property management practices as well as incompatible
land reform and land mapping policies of HMG/Nepal to
the traditional Guthi System.

:Five retired government or, quasi-government
staffs and presently four service holders are recorded
within the Sangha.

Physical Information:

Traditional architecture of Bahal courtyard is
rapidly diminishing and converting into haphazard
residential courtyard of the Sangha members.

The Baha structure is newly renovated and giving
good impression.

Highly educated and well-endowed families are
migrating to the fringe area of Lalitpur. They are less
participating to the activities of the Bahal,

Outstanding Lichhavi Style Chaitya (According
to Merry S’ Slusser, 1998. vol. I, P, 272 about the 7th
century) is situated at middle part of the courtyard.

The Agam of Bajracharyas has already collapsed
and urgently required to reconstruct. :

Institutional Linkage:

1) There are two recognized Kacha Bahas (branches)
a) Dharmakirti Vihar (Lakhyadhan Bahacha)
b) Suryawanta Vihar (Chi Bahacha) John K. Lock

added three other braches

2) Newly initiated Sangha members visit the kwapa dya
of Jyo Baha during the four days of Barechhuyegu
initiation and via-versa.

3) Wom Baha is a member of Lalitpur Bauddha Vihar .

To be continue...
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AN OBITUARY
THE MOST VENERABLE BHIKKHU ANIRUDDHA MAHASTHAVIR
THE 3RD SANGHA NAYAKA OF NEPAL

The Most Venerable Bhikkhu Aniruddha
Mabhasthavir (1915-2003) has passed away
peacefully in sitting position at the age of 88.
The demise of the Most Venerable Sangha
Nayaka of Nepal who is of virtuous
qualities and of a praiseworthy
character of greatest Buddhist
leaders of Nepal is indeed a great
loss for the Buddhism of Nepal.
He had led a 73 years long
joyous life as a Buddhist monk
and took delight in the
Buddha's teachings all his life.
Accordingly, he is the first
Nepalese monk who had spent
the longest time as a Buddhist
monk in Nepalese Theravada
Buddhist history.

He was honored as the Sangha
Nayaka or Patriarch of Nepal by All Nepal
Bhikkhu Association and also acknowledged
by the Prime Minister of Nepal on 25 April
1998 after the previous patriarch passed away.

The most Venerable Bhikkhu Aniruddha
Mahasthavir, Patriarch of Nepal was born on
Monday, 15 December 1915 at Asan Tole in
kathmanud to Mr Dasaratna and Mrs.
Dibyalaxmi Tuladhar, a merchant Newar caste.
He was named Gajaratna. At the age of eight,
his mother died and Gajaratna had to go from
one place to another along with his father. As
the was getting naughty his father put him in
the Central Hindu Boarding School in Variance,
India where he spent nearly three years before
his father took him to Lhasa (Tibet) with him.
Even before reaching his teens he has been to
Lhasa twice. The only transportation at that
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time was horses, yaks and walking. For
sometime he lived with his maternal uncle in
Calcutta, where he attended Pall classes run by
the late Nepalese Buddhist scholar Dharmaditya
Dharmacarya at Dharmarajika Vihara.

In 1930, he was sent to Sri
Lanka according to the advice of
his father's friend, a great Indian
Buddhist scholar, Rahul
Sankrityayana. In Sri Lanka he
met Ven. Bhadanta Ananda
Kausalyayana, a great Buddhist
scholar of the period who took
him and placed him at
vidyalankara Pirivena, a
Buddhist college and had him
ordained as a novice (Samaneara).
He was given a new Buddhist name
- Aniruddha.

Five years later, after teach Singhalese,
Pali, Sanskrit and English languages, Samaner
Aniruddha went to Kusinagara in India. In 1936
he was then, sent along with another novice to
Myanmar (Burma) for further study of
Buddhism by Ven. Chandramani Mahasthavir
of Kusinagara. A year later, at the age of 21, he
received the higher ordination as a Bhikkhu
from Mahapandita U Chakkapala Mahasthavir
at Moulmein, Myanmar.

For ten years he studied Burmese and
Buddhist literature at Taum Pok Chyau Vihara
in Moulmein, Myanmar. Unfortunately, in the
middle of his study, the Second World War
broke out. For four years, he had to keep moving
from one village to another to escape from the
war.

N Tutos o1l



In 1946, he returned to Nepal. With is
knowledge in Buddhism and skill in languages,
he became editor of '‘Dharmodaya’, the first
Buddhist magazine of Nepal for two years from
its beginning. Later, he devoted himself entirely
to the task of preservation of Lumbine, the birth
place of Buddha and Kapilavastu, Buddha's
native town. He built a Vihara and a rest house
for pilgrims at Lumbini. He served and helped
the pilgrims who go there to the best of his
ability.

In 1968 U than, the then Secretary
General of. the United Nations Organisation,
visited Lumbini on a pilgrimage, and Ven.
Aniruddha was able to speak to him in Burmese
Language about the need to develop the sacred
birth place of the Buddha. As a result of this
visit, the Lumbini Development master Plan
was drawn up eventually and the Lumbini
Development Trust came to be established by
the government of nepal as a part of the UN
project.

After 46 years in Lumbini he returned to
Kathmandu in 1991 and became the abbot of
Ananda Kuri vihara in Swayambhu hill where
he has been living since then. He has built a
small meditation hall in the memory of his
mother at Matarirtha, a holy site for both
Buddhists and Hindus in Kathmandu Valley.

He has translated books from Singhalese
and Burmese in to Nepal bhasa. Similarly, he
also translated and published books on
Buddhism from the Pall Canon directly. He was
conversant in nine languages and he has to his
credit more than 20 books on Buddhism.

Honoring his praiseworthy contribution
to Buddhism in Nepal the Bhikkhu Association
of Amarapura school of Sri Lanka honored him
with religious honor title at 'Buddha Janma
Bhoomi Jyotaka Sasana Kirti Sni..." on the 3rd
March 1995. Similarly, Myanmar government
and Bhikkhu Order also honored him with title

Lompein

of 'Age Maha Saddhamma Jotaka Dhaja' on 12
March 1998.

The Most Venerable Bhikkhu Aniruddha
Mabhasthavir has traveled abroad widely for
different religious purposes. In 1998, He was
in England presiding over the inauguration of
a Burmese monastery in Birmingham. Just a
few weeks ago he was in Thailand for medical
treatment under the patronage of the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand where a team of doctors
from Chulalongkorn Hospital offered him
through check-up and treatment. Who would
have expected that the healthiest Most
Venerable Bhikkhu Aniruddha Mahasthavir for
his age of 88 would live his contortioned body
behind soon! He has left this world with serenity
in sitting around 3 am on 17 February 2003,
The Most Venerable Bhikkhu Aniruddha
Mahasthavir, Sangha Nayaka of Nepal may
reach the state of total tranquility - Nibbana -
through the blissful ending of all conditioning,.

Bangkok, 17 Feb 2003
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(A Quality Tour Operator in Nepal)

T TR AT, UURT Ass
WA : 59035 1RE

PO BOX: 10666 THAPATHALI, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 244114, 258326, FAX: 977-1-244114/524588
Email: vision@wlink.com.np, Website: www.vsiontours.com

* Inbound Tour & Outbound Tour
* Air Ticketing

* Cultural & Religious Tour
* Hotel Booking
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