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Tibet Cottage is known for
excellence and caters to its patrons’
wish for cleanliness, help fulness
and warm hospitality. Because we
are family-owned guest house, stay
with us and make it a temporary
home of their own.
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PROSPECT OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM AND THE
VISION OF THERAVADA BRDDHISM

Coming up to the new millennium we
have seen and faced acceleration in process of
change in human lives in every aspect due to
the advancement of science and technology.
This could be taken as the materialistic
achievement and progress brought about by
modern day changes which we term as human
civilization. This outward change we are viewing
has nothing to do with the elevation of mankind
spiritually. I wish science and technology had
given sufficient attention to spiritual aspect also
that helps bringing in transformation of mind for
good.

The modern and civilized world is
characterized by selfish desires, unrealistic
religious of racial arrogance, egotistical lust for
wealth and possession of power and a huge
gap between the haves and have- nots classes
in the society. Only a small section of the society
i.e., the well off people have been able to enjoy
amenities, luxuries, comforts and facilities as the
boon of scientific age where as the larger part
of the human society is devoid of such things
and they have to be content with their poverty
stricken life. This gave the rich people chances

of having upper hands to
exploit and dominate the
poor.

Buddhism pleads
for good, welfare and
happiness of many or
majority and it has not
sectarian prejudices and
leanings. The philosophy,
principles and ideology
propounded by Buddhism are for all not for
the particular group. From this point of view,
this could be the most popular philosophy of
the new millennium.

Today's problems are narrow
nationalism, racism, colour and creed, sectarian
feelings and religious extremities, intolerance
and bigotry which have depreciated and
degraded human life. Militant terrori sm,
extremism, the path of violence, the ruthless
exploitation of nature to fulfill selfish ends,
destruction of environment etc. are the modern
day curses.

In Buddhist interpretation, all these ills
and evils have deep root in human mind full of
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defilements, impurities, polluted views and
thoughts. What the Buddha spoke of "MIND
FACTOR" 25000 years ago still holds good
and valid today and science and technology
should show their interest to do something in
this aspect too. The most realistic and
psychological approach of the Buddha is
reflected in his sermon, "MIND YOUR MIND,
EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL RIGHT."
CITTENA NIYATI LOKO is aBuddhist theme
which says that the world is governed by mind.
Human mind dominated by greed, hatred and
delusion produces pollution within and without
people in their behaviours very often uses the
words 'my' and 'our' which are the strong and
narrow expression of human frailties giving
importance to self and communal feeling.
Besides, there exists fanatic, blind and rigid
following of one's religious faith withouta little
bit consideration for others. All these factors
have helped fanning the dangerous flame of
rerrorism and violence. Because of this mind
factor, the world is always under serious threat
of total destruction and human civilization is
haunted by atomic war these days. Danger of
extinction of natural world of species of birds
and animals are also threatened by deviated
devil mind of human beings. We have witnessed

how Mass Grave unveiled the reign of terror
created by Pol Pot Government of Cambodia,
war in Yugoslavia, the Chechnian problemetc.
are all the examples of creations of devil heads.
They have no cures at all until we create the
world which gives due respects and honour to
human values. Buddhism only can rescue
people from this worldly evils and wrong doings.
Generousity, compassion, loving kindness
(METTA) altruistic joy and wisdom produce
purity inside and outside of human mind.
Buddhist approach to see way of living from
the spiritual dimension and analysis of human
psychology is arealistic way. Modem scientific
minded people and psychologists readily accept
such arealistic Buddhist explanation of human
mind.

Buddhism gives psychological remedies
forwrong diongs and evils. Purification of mind,
self insight, self realisation and self discipline
are stressed which could be developed by
SAMADHI, (meditation), the only way the
Buddha told us to see the things as they arein a
realistic way. Buddha taught simple living,
righteous way of life, moderation and the middle
path as a way to happiness and emancipation
from suffering. He spoke of four basic needs
of human life-eating and drinking, shelter,

*#######*#ﬁﬁ*###%#######ﬁﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ###ﬁ*#*#&%#%

-3

¥
#
%
*
#*
%
#
#*
¥
#*
%
%

T

On the occasion of
Vesakh Purnima 2546

o E B AR RE (FR) 28

ﬂﬂmmgmﬁmuW%quﬂJ&wuQkubpmmdwmwd?%.
No. 75 Jmzhu Xilu Lhasa City, Tibet
#%%***##%*#ﬁ*#*&#*####%#%&#*##i**#ﬁ##*##*

e 3 e 3 e e e e e e B

RHToiocaTg




clothing and medicine to sustain life and to pave
way for NIRVANA. Wishing more of these for
Luxuries leads to suffering.

The Buddha never opposed
materialistic of people fully. What he opposed
is the excessive materialistic attitude at the cost
of spiritualism. Because of the materialistic
pursuit, people have become more and more
egoist and self centered resulting disharmony
in family, society and nation.

Distorted brain and mind of people are
due to the extreme materialistic attitude of
people. Extreme materialistic attitude of people
have led them to their desperate craving for
pleasure and affluence without any moral
restraints creating turmoil, tension, conflict and
suffering in the human world. Buddhism seeks
ethics for the protection not only of humanity
but also of all living creatures preaching
'EQUAL VALUE AND EQUAL
REVERENCE'- mutual obligation between
nature and man and man and man. It speaks
for Primacy of value factors over materialistic
pursuits and technological advancement.

"SAMYAK AJIVIKA"- The noble or
right livelihood and living is the concept
propounded by he Buddha 25 centuries ago
which clearly specified and listed the
unwholesome and harmful occupations like
trade on human beings or slave trade,
slaughtering of animals for trading of meat,
trading of intoxicants, drugs, poison and arms.

Let's Look at industries for arms,
modern warfare. nuclear weapons and drug
trafficking; they have created havoc in the
society, nation and the world destroying peace
and tranquility. Besides, yellow journalism,
dishonest and immoral advertisement and
publicity, women's trafficking, corrupt business
and usury are all unwholesome and unri ghteous
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living which have given birth to disharmony and
discohesion in family, community, society, nation
and even in the world.

Taking all these things into
consideration, Buddhism can give a new base
for education suitable for the new millennium
with emphasis on rationalism rather than blind
following of rites, rituals and dogmas.

Buddhism is not against changes
brought about by time and itis not rigid dogma.
The principle of Buddhism is simple. It seeks
open society and teaches people to be good
as far as possible giving emphasis on ethical
character and values. Buddhism gives emphasis
on SAMADHI for the development of
awareness or alertness "every moment so that
nothing wrong is committed against oneself and
others. Loving-kindness, compassion,
equanimity, Generousity etc. are the values
Buddhism teaches. The Buddhist eight fold path
and five moral precepts can be explained simply
as rules and conducts-right and wrong and
discriminating wisdom. The basic terms like
right' and 'wrong' are used in the evaluation of
human behavior and they are of utmost
importance.

The very simple term Buddhism uses
is the RIGHTEOUS WAY OF LIVING. The

Buddha taught the value of self restraints. The
Buddha gave sermons against misuse and abuse

~of human senses of faculties to protect

oneself and through oneself to others. The only
Way to peace and happiness leading to
emancipation and Nirvana is not to succumb
to senses but to control them full y.

Prospects of development and spread
of Buddhism is great in the new millennium as it
is regarded the most scientific and very simple
to follow. It would certainly attract people as it
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is not biased aginst any other faiths and it has
universal outlook and specialities. Tolerance,
respect for humanity, and other living world,
peaceful co-existence, harmony and coherence
are the values which are respected by all
religions, races and nations.

The universality of four noble truths,
eight fold paths and five precepts-PANCHA
SHEELA propounded by the Buddha is not
denied by any other faiths and beliefs. Only
Buddhism can cure the ills of modern day varied
problems- situation of strife and conflict, mental
dilemma and tension, unwholesome
competition and races and last but not least
self ego.

The underlying truth is that Buddhism
should not be taken as a religion in the strictest
term we conventionally interpret. Buddhism is
the way of life one should adopt to elevate
oneself from low beastly qualities to true human
level spiritually. The Buddha tirelessly
endeavored for forty five year to emancipate
people from suffering caused by innocence. If
Buddhist ideal and principles can be translated
into our habits and behaviors, we shall be able
to lead a happy, peaceful and successful life
spiritually and materialistically.

It has been right time now for our
fellows, we the members of World Association
of Supreme Thagata Followers that we should

think, do and be very serious and genuine in
our efforts to spread Buddhism in and around
the world not for its own sake but for 'humanity'
to cure the world from all kinds of frailities,
weaknesses and ills and make the millennium,
the millennium of peace, progress and
prosperity in truest sense.

Let us help to develop a scientific and
systematically graded curriculum connecting
Buddhism with day to day life to make Buddhist
education lively, interesting and effective. It will
be wise to try to integrate Buddhist values in
modern trend in education system.

I would like to make humble requests
to all Buddhist monks and lay followers to give
joint efforts playing important and active roles
to make Buddhism a way of life, we should
rather move village to village, place to place
and people to people than confining ourselves
to the limited four walls or walls or particular
places.

Audio visuals, computers and other
fastest modern day media, publication books
and magazine etc. should be utilized to
maximum to spread Buddhism nook and
corner of the world. There is no doubt that the
bright prospect exists in this millennium for
flourishing BUDDHIST CULTURE AND
NEW WORLD ORDER OF PEACE, the only
vision of Theravada Buddhism for this new
millennium.
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