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Tibet Cottage is known for
excellence and caters to its patrons'’
wish for cleanliness, help fulness and
warm hospitality. Because we are
family-owned gquest house, stay
with us and make it o temporary
home of their own.
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THE CHANGING ROLE ON BUDDHISM

Itis into such a world that socially en-
gaged Buddhism began to make its appearance
in last century. A major aspect of the changing
place of the monks and laity in Theravada coun-
tries has been the active leadership role taken
by men and women in the formation of various
movements and devoted to education, public
welfare, social service, and political activism.

In one of the Majjhimanikaya of Pali
scripture provides relevant background informa-
tion about the place and role of the Buddhist monk
in the society o the Buddha's time. The Buddha's
blessed disciple Ananda had a dialogue with a
military general. The general expresses his appre-
ciation for the presence of the Sangha; Ananda,
in turn, thanks the general for his protection, which
enables monks to pursue their practice in apeaceful
society. The picture that emerges from this selec-
tion of canonical references is that the practice of
politics was on the personal level, advising indi-
vidual rulers to promote more enlightened poli-
cies. In short, the Theravada scriptures provide in
the social, economic, and political life of its day,
not merely an institution pursuing narrowly con-
strued religious ends.

(2 Dr. Bhikkhu Sugandha

From modern histories of Buddhist
countries, itis certainly the case that youth monks
are engaging in a range of activities previously
seen as being outside the realm o legitimate mo-
nastic activity. They provided leadership in the
independence movements in Myanmar and Sri
Lanka in early twentieth century. Vietnamese
monks protested against the corrupt Diem re-
gime in late 1960s through dramatic acts of self-
immolation. In the mid-1970s Thai monks be-
came active on both political left and the right.
Theravada monks (mostly youth) in South and
Southeast Asia are speaking out on a variety of
contemporary social and economic issues, in-
cluding the increasing gap between the rich and
the poor in the developing world, the exploita-
tion of women in the workplace and as prosti-
tutes, the scourge of AIDS, and the destruction
of the natural environment.

There are many examples in Buddhist
countries (Thailand, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka)
where youth Buddhist monks have been and con-
tinue to participate in programs of rural and ur-
ban uplift and social welfare. Despite many monks

7/97, Majipat, Jaisidewal, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone : 225904 (Off.), 255764 (Res.)




working closely for economic uplift, community
development ecological preservation and social
welfare there are also numbers of Buddhist mon-
astery where a treatment for drug addicts are
given by applying Buddhist teachings, disciplines
together with herbal remedies. Similarly, there is
Buddhist monastery where monks give refuge
to AIDS patients by taking care of then and
teaching them to cope with it with the help of
Buddhist teachings and meditation together with
modern medicine and herbal remedies. This
might be a coincident that these changes of roles
initiated by monks were all in their youth!

" Youth, I would like to present with an
example of a youth monk who has successfully
socially engaged in applying the Buddhist teach-
‘ing to youth prisons in Great Britain as how one
can re-channel the role of youth in today's need.
He is a British monk Ven. Khemadhammo, the
founder and spiritual director of
'ANGULIMALA,' the Buddhist Prison Chap-
laincy Organization founded in February 1985.
He was a youth of 27 years old when he took
drastic change from an actor to a peace loving
Buddhist monk in Thailand in 1971. In pursuit of

the story of the Angulimala in Buddhist monk
Ven. Khemadhammo initiated to preach Bud-
dhist teaching and meditation to prisoners in
different prisons of Great Britain from 1977.

Writing about its establishment, Ven.
Khemmadhamma writes, " The story o
Angulimal teaches us that the possibility of en-
lightenment may be awakened in the most ex-
treme of circumstances, that people can and do
change and that people are best influenced by
persuasion. The Buddha explained his teaching
in its simplest and most universal form as, ' Give
up what is unwholesome of all the Buddhas.' It
reminds us that behind the exoticism and intel-
lectualization, the need for practical application
lies at the core of everything the Buddha said."

The story on how the youth
Ven.Khemmadhammo, a monk of meditation
came about to apply the Dhamma to prisoners
in UK is an inspirational story for all youth in
itself. He changed the role of a temple from wait-
ing for people to come to the temple, for prison-
ers he took the teniple to them in prison. Thisis
an example of how arole of youth can bring a
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big change in society. He recalls:

When I decided to respond to those
original requests back in 1977, I had to con-
sider what I had to offer people locked up in
prison. I, after all, had never been incarcerated,
I'had never been ina prison, I didn't know where
they were and I wasn't even sure [ had ever seen
one. When I sat down to think about it I realized
that I'had also spent quite a lot of my time shut
away in small spaces and I too had to face my-
self in that solitude. There were differences of
course. [ had made that forest monastic seclu-
sion my choice and as [ sat and faced myself I
had had at my disposal an armory of meditation
techniques as well as the guidance, the example,
the wisdom and the support of those who taught
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me. I had also been purposefully seeking to un-
derstand my life. There were differences but
there were similarities. I too had been un-
comfortable and it was my sense of unease that
had led me to look beyond the then narrow
confines that restricted me for answers. Yes, |
realized, I did understand something about im-
prisonment. And after all, aren't we all impris-
oned by our greed and aversion, by our igno-
rance, and our prejudices and attachments. And
it was my belief then, as it is now, that while I
have yet to pass through the gate that is Libera-
tion, Buddhist techniques equip me with the
means to do so. Thinking along these lines, I
decided that I did have something to offer those
in prison.
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