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(A Quality Tour Operator in Nepal)

PO BOX: 10666 THAPATHALI, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 244114, 258326, FAX: 977-1-244114/524588
Email: vision{@wlink.com.np, Website: www.vsiontours.com

* Inbound Tour & Outbound Tour
+ Air Ticketing

* Cultural & Religious Tour
» Hotel Booking

Lumbini: The birthplace of
Loed Buddha
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How many people have ever paused to consider
the amount at work that has gone into creating Scriptures
that may take only hours to skim through ?-In the olden
days, monks had to copy each letter of the Scriptures by
hand onto handmade scrolls. An academic volume where
every word must be verified by scholastic research is a huge
undertaking. Multiply the scale by a factor of fifty to get
an idea of the workload involved in authoring references
works to the fifty-three volume Pali Buddhist Canon, and
the word ‘daunting’ seems a trifle euphemistic.

Anyone undertaking the profession of ‘Buddhist °

scholar’ needs to prepare himself for a work of many
lifetimes because the tools of his trade, the dictionaries,
glossaries and concordances he needs to guide him
through the scriptures are pitifully scarce.

The Pali Text Society (P.T.S.) edition of the Pali
Tipitaka is the most authoritative edition of the Canon and
is studied internationally. The amount of data involved in
the project is of colossal proportions. The Pali Tipitaka alone
comprises 53 volumes (over 15.000 pages) and actually runs
to 279 volumes if the commentaries, translation, journals,
reference and ancillary works are counted too ! The history
of these Romanized Pali Scriptures is hundreds of years old.
The tools available for scholars to study such scriptures have
always been hard to find owing to the huge amount of data
contained in the edition. Trenckner started to compile A
Critical Pali Dictienary in 1924. The work was continued
by Andersen, Smith and Hendriksen after his death. only to
grind to a standstill after 1948. The P.T.S.’s own F.L.
Woodward published the first part of its Pali Tipitaka
Concordance in 1955 petering out at the letter “B™ (in the
Indian letter order) in 1993, with no plan to issue the missing
final few volumes. In the 1970’s the P.T.S. looked at ways to
use computer. technology for helping with the massive task
of preparing their computer database, but they had to reject
this possibility due to lack of knowledge, equipments and
funding.

Even with the help of a computer the task of
completing the CD-ROM Tipitaka is a daunting
undertaking. This data source is believed to be the largest
picce of religibus information ever manually
computerized-in order to make a tool of true value to
scholars the whole of the Tipitaka needs to be typed into
the computer- a database amounting to thirty-million
characters. Initiation of Computerization Project

The Dhammakaya Foundation has been
working on a computerized version to the Pali Tipitaka
since 1987, but the original data-entry was in Thai working
from the Siamese Tipitaka and in those days only one
computer was available to the Foundation!

98

Syperial Report
Tne History of The Tipitaka Computerization Project

Courtesy : The Light of Peace Vol 8/2 Bkk

Seeing the need for a database more accessible
to the scholars of the world, on 23 September 1989, the
Dhammakaya Foundation re-initiated a project for data-
entry using the P.T.S. Romanized Pali edition its source
material-because this edition of the Pali Tipitaka is the
most widely cited in scholarly works around the world.
Input of the PTS Tipitaka

Through the help of a large number of faithful
Buddhist volunteers in Thailand, able to read the Romanized
characters of the Pali Tipitaka and use a computer, input of
Tipitaka data into the computer was initiated. The input of
the Tipitaka was mostly done by students in their spare time
and at the weekends, at Wat Phra Dhammakaya, at the old
Dhammakaya Foundation offices at Bangkhen, Bangkok,
and at the Baan Noo Kaew company. The volunteers were
all given training in the basics of using the Romanized Pali
Keyboard until they could touch-type in Pali, before setting
to work inputting the Tipitaka, word for word and page by
page. The originals were input as they became available to
the Dhammakaya Foundation. The texts were typed in not
once. but twice in order that the two sets of the database
could be compared by computer in order to detect the
majority of the typing errors.

Nobody involved as volunteers in the project
expected anything material'in return for their labours. In
fact one of the great successes of the project was the extent
to which it gave the opportunity for meritorious
participation to the Buddhist faithful numbering in the
hundreds. All of the participants, in the same ways as the
Dhammakaya Foundation werg interested in nothing more
than the merit because right from the start, the
Dhammakaya Foundation never expected to make any
profit on the database or even to sell it.

International Support

Professor Lewis R. Lancaster of the Department
of Oriental Languages, University of California
(Berkeley) had since 1988 been leading a project with
the American Institute of Buddhist Studies to create a
CD-ROM database of the world’s original Buddhist
scriptures for the benefit of Buddhist scholars throughout
the world. Prof. Lancaster lent a helping hand to the
project of since May 1990 co-operating in several aspects
of development of the Pali Tipitaka database. Prof.
Lancaster provided proof-reading assistance and rare
P.T.S. texts for the Dhammakaya Foundation.

Professor Michael Witzel of the Department of
Sanskrit. Harvard University, advisor to the project
suggested software and legal matters useful for the project.

Prof. Yasunori Ejima of the Department of
Indian Philosophy and Buddhist Studies, Tokyo
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University and Prof. Hideaki Nakatani of Kobegakuin
University gave expert advice on many aspects of the

Project including error detection — for which they kindly -

donated a Pali “spell-check’ program fro the accuracy of
the databdse.
Manual Checking
A second group-of volunteers, even though lﬁey
had no knowledge of computing, were able to make an
important contribution to the project by checking the
computer print-out from the database against the original
text used for the printing. During the period of checking
they proofread 2.000-4.000 pages per week. Those who
helped in this stage of the process numbered in the
hundreds and included faithful Buddhists from all walks
of life from primary school students to princesses.

Volunteers in the project, even though they had no way

of understanding the importance of their work for the
scholarship of Buddhism around the world were eager to
give up their precious spare time to help with the project
because they saw such work as their chance to earn merit.
Each page of the texts were not scrutinized just once or
twice, but many times. not just by the volunteers but
sometimes by all the members of their families too.
Development of Supporting Software

With the assistance of the (them) Bahn Noo
Kaew company. a Pali-English driver was developed for
running the Palitext database on MS-DOS. allowing all
the specialized Pali. Sanskrit, Greek and English
characters t be fitted onto a conventional keyboard. The
search program incorporated in the Palitext Program was
developed by the Crystal Software Company based on
FoxPro architecture.
Announcement to the Scholastic World
In the meantime. letters fromall over the world poured in
from those interested 1o receive copies of the Palitext CD-
ROM in response to an “e-mail’ transmission made by
the  Dhammakaya  Foundation Pali  Canon
Computerization team on 14 September 1993. Originally
the Dhammakaya Foundation announced to the world that
it would distribute the Palitext CD-ROM free to all
interested parties as an act of goodwill to the Buddhist
world. Later on however it became apparent that free
distribution would be by no means so simple. The PT.S..
owners of the rights to the CODEX versions of the
Romanized Pali Tipitaka. understandably needed to see
some financial return from the distribution of the CD-
ROM - because all the scriptural achievements of the
PTS over the course of a ccnlury'cmlld never have been
performed voluntarily, and relied on the outlay ‘of
considerable investment in order to bring each picce of
work to completion, Thus realizing the constraints which
the PT.S. faced in terms of its market, but in order to see
the project through to successful completion the
Dhammukaya Foundation and the PT.S. negotiated an

- agreement which would allow the database to be released

onto the scholastic market at a minimal cost without
detracting from the original intention of the project to
create a simple objects of homage to the Lord Buddha.

« The Dhammakaya Foundation decided. in respect of all

the unpaid help it had received during the project, that

‘any profits gained as a result of the distribution of the
CD-ROM would be reinvested solely for development

and improvement of future editions of Palitext.

~Aggrement of Joint Copyright

By New year 1996. the Dhammakaya Foundation and the
P.T.S. were able to draft of mutually agreeable
memorandum of understanding for the production of the
Palitext CD-ROM. Prof. K.R. Norman, former president
of the society, traveled to Thailand in April 1996 as the
guest of the Dhammakaya foundation. Prof. Norman and
Phrabhavanaviriyakuhn, Vice-President of the
Dhammakaya foundation. led a ceremony for the signing
of an agreement for a joint venture in the computerization
of the Pali Canon on 22 April 1996 before an audience of
300 monks.

The Release of Palitext ver.1.0

The long awaited signing of the memorandum of
understanding between the Dhammakaya Foundation and
the PT.S. allowed the publication of version 1.0 of Palitext
to become a reality early in June 1996, compatible with
MS- DOS and containing five different search modes.
Several standardization to the text were made in response
to the suggestion of Prof, Norman and some of the obvious
mis-spellings in source material were corrected in time
for the first version. The completion of the project
coincided Thailand’s coronation. The first fifty copies of
Palitext version 1.0 are to be offered to His Majesty the
King jointly by the Bhammakaya Foundation and P.T.S,
on 29 November 1996,

Future versions of Palitext to look forward to

The Dhammakaya Foundation has a policy of ongoing
development of the Palitext database pending permission
by the PT.S.. At present a team of more than fifty advisors
to the project who are eminent scholars of Pali and
Buddhism from Universities all aroung the world are test
running Palitext ver. 1.0 in the context of their own
academic research. There comments and Suggestion
concerning improvements to database will be incorporated
in to the next release of the Database. By 1997 the
Foundation plans to release Palitext ver. 2.0 including the
majority of the commentaries and with compatibility for
MS-Window. Further development towards ver. 3.0 will
include all of the available commentaries and sub
commentaries, maps. pictures, Macintosh compatibility and
an interactive Pali-English Dictionary. Each new version
will incorporate corrections and suggestions sent back by
users of the earlier editions. Users of earlier editions w ill
be entitled discounts when purchasing upgrades.
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A. Inventory of Principal Bahals of Lalitpur

i. Bhaskardeva Sansakarit Hiranyavarna

Mahavihar (Kwa Baha)

Local Name: Kwa Baha and The Golden Temple
among the foreigners.

Location: Kwalakhu, LSMC- Ward No. 16.

Style: *Three storied main shrine with
Bahal Courtyard )

Kwapa-dya: Shakyamuni facing East =

Constructed: 165-67 N.S.' (1044-T046.A.D.)

Renovated: 1637, 1955, 1985 (Bhaila Khapa)
and 1999-2000 (Minor Repair).

Lineage Deity:  West facing Shwoyambhu Chaitya
in front of Kwapa-dya

Sangha: 5.000 male members.
Shakya-90% and Bajracharya-
10%*

Busadan: Sangha Bhojan on the 10th day of

the bright half of the month of
Kartik (Kartik Shukla
Dasami).
I Ropanee 14 Aana | Paisa
(962.32 sq.m.)
Legendary or, Historical Information
The queen of Marawara, Pingala established
Pingala Vihar near Batishputali and destroyed the
Vihar because of the priest abandon Pingala
Bahal.
The image of Pingala Bahal transferred to
Nyakha Chowk then Nhu Baha and presently at
Kwa Baha, where rat can threat the cat. during
the Bhashkardeva Varma's regime.
Social Information
* The largest and the most active Buddhist Sangha
in Nepal.
Jhima Ajus (f&%: #me)) and Neema Ajus i#re: sy
are main executive bodies of the Sngha.
Chyamhachhi =ar=:fz are ready to be enshrining
Neemha Aju, if any senior member demise.
*  Vihar Welfare Committee and other Guthis
support daily activities of the Sangha.
Mayapsan mma#@= is remarkable fasting ritual for
the rights of hated wife.
*  Sanaguthi @& rdn and other guthis are active for
social and ritual cativities.
Cultural Information
Shamyak and Dipankarafestivals ﬁr@;crg4pkable
festivals of Kwa Baha. - s %

SEETeE ' o

Area Covered:

< Purna Chandra Shakya

*  Main priest of the Bahal is younger than 12 years
boy is known as Chidhikamha Baphacha.

* Tadhikamha Baphacha assists to Chidhikamha
Baphacha and Nikulimha; a woman assists for

cooking foods for Baphactras—

+—sacred text Pr: Pragyaparamita written by gold- ink.

Economic Information

* The main income sources are Guthi Land, Entrance
fee and Donation etc.

*  Guthi land and endowment funds are highest among
the Patan's Bahals and Babhils.

*  Occupation of the members are diversified - Curioand
Curiorelated handicraft, export and import business, is
mainly concentrated.

Institutional Linkage
Nine Bahas (Dwarikabaha, Michubaha, Nhubaha,
Athabaha, Yatabaha, Mubaha, Chhayebaha,
Mikhabaha, Tkhachenbaha and Kulimbaha) are
branches of Kwabaha.

dechining—__

Daily rituals of Kactia Bahas are performing but other

activities are not performing as before because of Guthis

are lost and funds are lacking.

Dr.Bajracharya,BhadraR. Rurbamaddhyakatika

Nepalmandalay Buddhadharma Chhagu

Addhyvana

Source: Hiranvavarnya Mahavihar Welfare

Commitiee To be continue...

KNOWLEDGE IS IN THE MIND -

Surammawati, Dharmakirti Vihar

Know the mind

Watch the mind

Look at the mind
‘Examine the mind,
Realize the mind

Be aware of whatever the

. Mind thinKks.

‘Be aware of speech which
The mind creates,

‘Be aware of the actions
Caused by the mind
- Whether they are correct,
:High, proper, moral, Normal,

E-S

Natural or not-

Kacha Bahas impoverishing and Sangha membersare



“Message toihie World,” on March 18,

The Swami Vivekananda, apostle of the
Vedanta Philosophy, spoke to a crowded house
in Union-Square Hall on “Buddha’s

1900.

“Buddhism is the most
important religion of history,
representing the most tremendous
religious movement the world ever
saw, the most gigantic spiritual wave
that ever swept human society. Indian
society 700 years before Christ had
reached one of its periods of
decadence, characteristic of the history
of Oriental races, and invariably followed
by another uplifting. When a fighting race
once slips its foot it never recovers. India was
then. like the Jewish nation prior to Chris’s advent, in
the hands of a priesthood, which was crowding the
people’s head with hideous, degrading superstitions,
a body of men standing between the people and God.
or spirituality. This priesthood loved power, and took
every possible means to secure and hold it, by means
of secrecy and abracadabras, just as men are doing
among you to day with their secret societies and their
occult messages, which are intended only for them.
And they impress you. You do not care for plsin truths
and plain words, although all the great truthsever
spoken, like the sermon, on the mount, were in the
simplest language. The less you understand, the better
you feel, and the more you revere. The day is coming
when you will be educated out of this but it is not
here yet. !

There are those among you who say that
people are not yet ready for truth. And you hide it.
dilute it. and water it! The world is no better for hidden
truths. Can the world be worse than it is to day here
among you? You, who are like so many wolves,
throwing yourselves upon each other’s throats living
and thriving at the expense of your fellows, under the
competitive system! Buddha found awful practices
in his day to keep people away from the truth. If a
man of the lower caste uttered the name of a Brahman,
his stomach was cut open.
3T

Buddhism the Most Important Religion in History

If by some accident one overheard the priest
reading from the sacred books, molten lead was
poured into his ears. Yet many good people
then, as to day, were content to let these
things go on, so long as they were safe
and comfortable. Buddha had a heart
to feel for the sufferings of others, a
| brain to think out the remedy, and a
| hand to do the work before him. The
message that he brought was the
essence of the truths in the Vedas. It
| was tremendously bold, even for
India, where. whatever other
oppression may exist, religious
intolerance has never been known.

Buddha declared that all the misery
in this life was due to selfishness. He thundered
against priests and ceremonials and the sacrifice of
animals and preached, above all, live for man. This is
the Buddhist point of view. We Hindus claim that we
understand Buddha better; that he meant that men
were all one and that God exists, a principle and a
spirit, neaver to you than you are to your own soul
because he is your own soul. How dare you cast God
away from you with a “thou™ Always hereafter say
“I"* Ceremonies am without meaning. Work is prayer
and higher than all your talks. Buddha stood for
human equality; he maintained that there should be
no distinctions as to the highest attainments for men
and women, and that women should go to the altar.
He broke the bondage of the Indian races. Greater
than his doctrines was Buddha’s fearless, loving
selfdenying life, and, although [ am not a Buddhist,
this has always appealed most to me, as well as has
his noble death, when he protested with his last words
that his followers should not worship him, but live
for the principles for which he had lived. His doctrines
were in a sense negative, fitted to the times. I can say
the same thing that Buddha said when I declare “There
is nothing but God in the universe. He pervades all,
is in all, is all.”

Courtesy M Swami VivekanandaM His
second visit to the West by Marie Louise Burke.
1973.
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~excellence and caters to its patrons’
" wish for cleanliness, help fulness

Tibet Cottage is known for

and warm hospitality. Because we
are family-owned guest house, stay
with us and make it a temporary
home of their own.
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