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Tibet Cottage (Pvt) Ltd.

P0. Box - 1-49 Chha, Jyatha, Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel - 4226577, 4252867 Max : 977-1-4240165
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Tibet Cottage is known for
excellence and caters to its patrons’
wish for cleanliness, help fulness
and warm hospitality. Because we
are family-owned guest house,
stay with us and make it a
temporary home of their own.
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On Buddhism: Questions often asked by the people

Js The Buddha is not God, so why is His
Teaching a religion and why do Buddhist
worships Him as God?

Is Buddhism religion or Philosophy? The
question that often asked from scholars and new
Buddhist studies. Religion is any faith or method
of worship or the belief in a god or gods who
made in the world and who can control what
happens in it. For Buddhism is not religion but
we can compromise with the other religion.
Buddhism compromises with other religion
because the base is in Faiths, but for Buddhism
is not stopping on faith. Faith and wisdom is base
of Buddhism. However, mostly religious
philosopher used to say Buddhism as a religion.

Then arise question what is Buddhism?
Buddhism is the name given to the Teaching of
Gautama Buddha but usually called by his followers
the Buddha Dhamma or Buddha Sasana. Buddha
posited on creator God. His Teachings are so different
from the primary concerns of their Faiths and believes
that some Western observers as a Philosophy or as a

psychology.

Original Buddhlsm was an applied
philosophy. It deals with the problems of life or

Q Ven. Sujano Bhikkhu of Nepal
' Mahachulalongkorn University, BKK

suffering and how to solve them in the light of
the law of cause and effect. After the passing away
(Parinibbana) of the Buddha the Buddhists out of
their reverence to him began to deity him and
Buddhism began to seem most characteristics of
a religion. This may be the religious tendency of
human nature. Human beings are weak and always
look up to something supernatural for refuge. If
there is nothing of the sort in their religion, they
will conceive it and take refuge in it at times of
emergency. Buddhism and Buddhists are not
exception.

There seems to be no damage in believing

in something supernatural as long as the believer
get some benefit from it though the benefit may
be only psychological. Man has both emotion and
intelligence. A religion should have something
supernatural to satisfy emotion and something
intellectual or philosophical to satisfy reasoning.
2.  Why do monks wear robes of different
color? It there any special meaning?
In Theravadas Buddhism there are so many sect
in this present days, but the robs which monks
use to wear is almost same. This is an important
fact for the Buddhists and other.
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Robes of monk according to Thai
Buddhism there have mostly two colors: saffron
color and dark - brown color but other few monks
use dark-pink color as in Myanmar Nepal and
brown color. In former days very difficult to get
the cloths so monks used to collect many different
colors cloths. When there was no ready made
chemical dye monks used to dye their robes with
roots of plants for a color in there robs. The color
usually came out as light saffron or greenish
yellow; later on the bright saffron chemical or dye
was imported from Europe and used until today.

The robes of dark-brown color are dyed
with the water obtained from boiling the hard
wood of a jack- fruit tree. It is believed that this
dye and method of dying practiced in the time of
Buddha. But now a day’s chemical dye of this
color is available.

Present time the two colors have become the
identity marks of the two orders of monks in
Thailand. The saffron is for the Mahanikayas schools
‘and the dark-brown is for the Dhammayuts School
and which use in the Royal activities even
Mahanikayas, but this is not fixed rule. Many monks
of Mahanikaya order wear dark-brown robes. It is
the matter of personal preference. For order countries
like a Ceylon Burma even in Nepal use dark-pink
(Near Red) color.

At the present time we can see three colors
are known widely in the Buddhism that is saffron,
dark - brown and dark-pink color.

3.  How do you know who is a novice or a
monk?

Novice and Monk is important port of
Buddhism. In Buddhism, the activities are almost
depending on Monk. For the Novice, they are
student and help to monk on their religious activities.

A novice and a monk look exactly the same
in .physical appearance. So we cannot tell the
difference on them.

A novice is an ordained man under twenty
year of age. He tends to look smaller in size and
boyish in look, but even the size and the look are
not certain either. Some novices may look bigger
and taller than monks because some novices may
remain novices even after 20 years of age. If in
activities, we can understand it better because
monks lead and sit in front or head and novices
follow or sit after monk.

The best way to know an ordained man’s
status is to ask him.

4, Why can’t women be ordained bas a monk
in Buddhist?

A female ordained woman on the samé
status with a monk is called a Bhikshuni or
Bhikkhuni. This Buddhist term will be adopted
throughout by this writing.

During the Buddha’s time there was the
order of Bhikkhuni. According to the disciplinary
rule a Bhikkhuni must fewer than two ordination
procedures.

In the assembly of Bhikkhunis and of
monks or Bhikkhus, since the order of Bhikkhuni
in Theravada Buddhism have been extinct for
more than a thousand years/ It is therefore not
possible to have a female candidate ordained in
an assembly of Bhikkhunis in Theravada
Buddhism. Therefore women who want to practice
Buddhism in Theravada Buddhist school is
become a Maechee (in Thailand), Silamata (in Sri
Lanka), Anagarika (In Nepal) etc.

The way out for a women aspirant it to go
to Taiwan to be ordained under the Taiwanese
Mahayana Buddhist order of Bhikkhunis, which
is believed to have come down along the
continuous line of Bhikkhunis from the Buddha’s
time.
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