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In the twentieth year after his corona-
tion, King Piyadasi (Asoka the beloved of Gods)
made a personal visit to this place, the birth-
place of Shakyamuni Buddha and re-set the
stone marking the exact place of his birth. He
also had a stone pillar erected and Lumbini vil-
lage being the birthplace of the Lord, was tax
freed and made it subject to only one eighth of
the land tax.

FFArHI f9a ASAT (AATH) ATEAT
THET Fhad frerers sgafedq ame | faren
@ 9f YA T | JE S AUE 9
f¥ Tl 9V 99 Fewae HE W |
o FIHI AATE T ATAT AHATE HI
TE, | '

forar Pawrefa=mar od F& a9 gdH
fadt @7 R. Pischel & 99 auafe W& ¥ame
A T a1 9 99 W& Flowless
Stone @TE TR FATTHI TH FFFH T+H AT
ufgu®l Flowless Stone ®T1g =Heearg (X
qfe=ra itfag = @19 Jdr @raTtaE T FAarE

Afsre AGUB 2 L B GFR WA faumrare
qi 04X ATEAT TY THFRP! AR EFR
T | Fafad Fe qg ARTEE B oAG W A
®IH AT TET |

it ®GHT AR ATHTEH qH
AAEATS AT &9 |

A AAREE:

TAATEESHT YT (FHIE AF) TASANHEE
T WU G IS TR T UTSTH T Hid aArg
a1 fremeaey Wity gfasr X | g@t wrErs S
HUHI AT TEATE T FATE Heh TIEAT T
TS gEHEATS) A4S Y9 F1EAT | Fuher-1897

AT AME AABES] FT (ATHT)
SRS T 9OH WA I TR T FEr g
foeg afgasr Rren wo@ s T Rremesy (9f )
ga1gdm | -G. Buhler- 1899

RIS (WA AMHZRT AGHH!
(pRTSTaF RUEn dE avH (9w @
FAT Faft qereEEr T aadr | R gee
HTeT gATe aregar T fuemd @wr o sEag
T |
T Tf¥ies FeaTe qeh TIgawaAT T Sfadr af T
%mf%rtwn?@awm-v;\ Smith-1899

FaweeHE M T Aee) F (ED
T ER 4T a9 qfg, o ATS (FEEAT)
I TR | F&T R g W qUH T ww
TRl U T TRE ISE AT @l W |
(TETeRr oTfiT) ® |ie T fau T (Feafaen wror
AT 9 (S TS 8 ARTET-TSE) I TS
Afearn) g | f2ge sraw i | ST 93 9933
AUl §E G 79 [ far (@ oo ¥
(TGETAAT) GoAT T fba9= a8 A agar
ST UET 99T | AT (VAT T8l A7 T
91 T@rgH =St Ugel Hid &A1 T u3er fren
) 99 @eT T |




TR (7 IATEAS! 9f) T 30T fq8 T TR |
-Hultzsch-1925
THITERTS  (TSAT) A9TTRERT AT e
AT g AR | TETH T TUH (313
g faares uger gmar Afd aArgaRal T
fyrereaey 9f @eT REgaET |
iaar T areirar 9 UF qsie 9T fay O
TRTE AT | -¥ToT FHHE HEH-1439
Rrer 91T 297 (1) AR TS ARl T W feT
7Rl EEEH AT 9 (@) T qE far
IAA AT ATIATATRT IUAETHT TH TR
=YA® TRl q@re ] (wf) 4T sfemeey afq
F A TR T AT 27 Wl FeaAarer arell
i U wier fay o TRERT | e AT aHR-94%e
AR T IS ALEHZRT TAATTATHH
Y v ATh (@E) OTREEE qiH g8 S
(FUHT BTS) AT T X, TFeT Tdedl Rramid
e @, frereaey afs @ i At asarg
TqY FYATE T T, FeAATH] 90T T A1 AT
i | -R.K. Basak-1959
fraaatg afafvd aaess i @
Jsﬁ—osarmm%méiwwm’oﬁ}ﬁﬁmﬁm
(O 717 fFTe et SaHT agel ST faasues
it | R wifieit et @ aTEaT 7 ofereTr
seargdn fEae aet WA goata wua faa
afeafr mEEE aifiE FRaTe W TEAT T
ATSHITEHT (T WAT) ZraT i =18 faw | -rsraedr
qrog -4%&Y4
g fawem gt (Ao 3R fewe wme-
Q04 E):
King Piyadasi (Ashoka)
The Beloved of Devas, in the
Twentieth year of the coronation,
himself made a royal visit. Buddha
Sakyamuni having been born here,
a stone railing was built and a
stone pillar erected. The Bhagavan

having been born here, Lumbini
village was tax freed and entitled
to the eight part.
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Life Education

Though education to improve one’s life
has grow in importance nowadays, it seems that
few people understand what it is about. Real
wealth is not money,
fame, or property; the
most valuable thing is life
itself. It is evident that our
lives are infinitely more
importance because
when we are in life-
threatening situation, we
will give up any amount of
money in order to save
ourselves.

However, our lives are
not rooted in cur physical
in our physical bodies alone. Life needs the
support of the causes and conditions provided
by different members of society, without which

\
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our lives cannot be sustained. Furthermore,
there is life in nature, society, and family, just as
in the individual.

Life is energy,
function., and we need to
use it to interact with one
another. For instance,
rain waters the woods
and trees, which in tun
conserve the rainwater.
Humans live off the land
and provide the
conditions all around. No
one can survive all by
him or herself.

Those who
understand life know that humans, animals, and
plants all have life. Even our clothes, shoes,
furniture, and dishes have life. Some people’s
shoes only “live” a few months, but others’ “live”
for a year or two. Life man*asts itself through
the existence anc conunuance of all things.

How extensive is life? It is endless! How
expansive is life? Itis limitless! The meaning of
“Amitabha Buddha” is limitless light and endless
life. It can be said that life occupies a few days,
but it also transcends time and space!

Buddhism teaches about “although embraces
three thousand realms” and “all dharma realms
are in the mind.” Everyone embraces me, and |
embrace everyone. We coexist with heaven and
earth, and we live with the whole universe .
There is no limit to the value of life!

There is a saying, “Mayflies born and die within
a day; human life rarely lasts more than a
hundred years.” However, even when the
physical body has died'’ it is not the end of life!
As we contemplate how heaven and earth
endure, we can appreciate how limitless life is .
The length of life is not what is most important;
its meaning lies in what it creates. Advocates of
life education should reflect on this!
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Lumbini Asoka Pillar and Silavigadabhica

An officer fails to act impartially owing to
the following dispositions, viz., jealousy, anger,
cruelty, hastiness, want of perseverance, laziness
and fatigue. The root of the complete success of an
officer lies in the absence of an anger and avoidance
of hastiness. Rock Edict XVI
Asoka (c.272-232 B.C.

Bindusara died about 272 B.C. and the
throne of Magadha Empire passed to his memorable
son Asoka whose coronation, however, took four
years later owing probably to a prolonged struggle
for succession. According to some traditions, Asoka
ruled for thirty-seven years possibly counted from
the date of his coronation about 269 B.C. The empire
of Asoka was larger in extent than that of his father
and grandfather as he succeeded in annexing the
country of Kalinga in the coastal areas of Andhra
Pradesh and Orrissa to the Maurya dominions. A
tradition recorded by-Yuan Chwang in the seventh
century A.D. suggests that Kanchipuram near
Madras formed a part of Asoka's empire (Sircar, 4;
1998). '

The detail information about Asoka'’s career
and exploits is available from literary traditions and
his own records engraved on rocks and stone pillars.
The Gujarra and Maski versions of Minor Rock Edict
1 are the only two inscriptions of Asoka, which refer
to him by name. Elsewhere he is generally
mentioned as Devanampriya Priyadarsi Raja, ‘the
king who is the beloved of the gods and who glanced
kindly upon all’. Sometimes he is called simply
Devanampriya or king Priyadarsi. Literary tradition
also often refers to Asoka either as Priyadarsi or as
Priyadarsana, ‘one having as kind appear’. Tradition
says that the fuller form of Asoka's name was
Asokavardhana.

The capital of the Magadha kingdom was
Pataliputra (the modern Patna and Bankipore),
which had been founded about (evolving since the)
5th century B.C. It is mentioned twice in the Edicts
(Rock Edict V and Saranath Pillar) by name. The
city was situated on the bank of the Son, which
then joined the Ganges lower down. Other cities
of the empire mentioned in the inscription are;
Ujjayani, Takshasila, Suvarnagiri, Tosali,
Kausambi, Samapa and Isila, of which the first four
were provincial headquarters where viceroys were
stationed.

Q Basanta Bidari
Lumbini Development Trust,
Sacred Garden, Lumbini

Assuming the continuity of the political
organization throughout the reigns of the three great
sovereigns of the Maurya dynasty during a period
of about ninety years (circa 322 to 232 B.C.), it will
be found that knowledge of Chandragupta, system
of government as described by the Greek author
and in the book attributed to Chanakya will greatly
help the reader in understanding the Edict and other
record of Asoka. Lastly where and how he died we
have no knowledge.

Asoka’s visit to Lumbini

_ According to Buddhist tradition as
preserved in the Divyavadana, Asoka started on a
pilgrimage to Lumbini in the company of his
preceptor, Upagupta. On their arrival, Upagupta,
pointing to the tree under which the mother of the
Buddha had stood while, delivering her child, said,
“hida budhe jate sakyamuniti” (Oh, Maharaj! Here
the Blessed One was born) (Bhattacharya, 59;
1960).

As stated in the Asokavadana, Asoka,
guided by the venerable Upagupta, made
pilgrimages to various sacred places, inciuding the
tomb of the great disciples of the Buddha,
successively visiting the stupas of Sariputra,
Mahamaudgalyana, Mahakasyapa, Vakkula and
Ananda. Lumbini Park, the Bodhi Tree, Deer Park
in Sarnath and the site of the Parinibbana are the
pre-eminently sacred placed where the king donated
one hundred thousand suvarnas (Przyluski, 29-30;
1967).

Pillar at Lumbini.

The Pillar of Limbini, standing even today
and bearing a very well preserved inscription, is one
of the least damaged of the Asokan Pillars. This is
made out of the sedimentary rock and sandstone
and hiving three parts viz, cylindrical pillar, the
bracket figure and crowning part. The total height of
this pillar is 3010 1/2" of which 13'8 1/2" is buried
underground and remained erect in place for more
than 2600 years. The polished portion of the pillar
is 22'9" high, which considered being its original
height. The Original ground level must have been
about six feet below the excising ground level, and
the total height of the pillar from the original ground
level with the horse statue would then have been
31 feet. (See reconstruction) the monolithic stone
is a truncated cone that tapers from 2'7 1/4" at the
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base to 2:21/2" at the top (Tuladhar, 58; 1995).

According to the reports of Mishra, the
bottom of the pillar seems to be inserted into the
centre of the base slab, with a brick foundation
underneath. A brick wall around the pillar provides
additional reinforcement. Mishra has measured the
height of the pillar at 3710 1/2" adding seven feet
for the bracket and the horse statue; (Mishra, 2043)
but Tuldhar measures it at 3010 1/2"l adding nine
feet for the same two features (Tuladhar, 59; 1995).
Quarry of the Pillar.

The archaeological investigations
conducted around Chunar between the years 1990
and 1993 revealed that the low-lying hill near
Baragaon village was the main quarry ‘area. The
quarries from which sandstone was extracted for
carving the famous Asokan pillars and other
Mauryan sculpture have been traced to Baragaon
village in the hills south of Chunar railway station in
Mirzapur. More that four hundred and fifty ancient
quarries, which were identified by us, were scattered
in an area of about fifteen square kilometers. Their
identification as quaries was ascertained by the
marks of exiraction of stone blocks, chiseling debris,
undressed, half-dressed and completely dressed
cylindrical blocks and records of the finished blocks
in the form of count-marks. This evidence for long
time quarrying was so pronounced at Chunar that
there was no doubt regarding the identification of
this area as the main sandstone resource area. The
date bracket assigned to the quarries of Chunar also
had a reliable ground; the earliest inscriptions in
Kharosti and Brahmi were of Asokan times, while the
epigraphs in Nagari script were dated to the 13th/
14th centuries. Besides, the occurrence of Kushana,
Gupta and Post-Gupta characters on some of these
engraving further confirmed the continuity of long time
quarrying of the blocks for a number of centuries i.e.,
between the third century B.C. and the late medieval
times (Jayaswal, 84; 1997) ’

Examination of the ancient quarries at
Chunar revealed that the striking feature of the
quarried blocks was their cylindrical form. This form
was chiseled right inside the parent quarry from
which the block was extracted. Selection of Chunar
for stone quarrying is due to two reasons. One, the
good quality of sandstone formations of the Chunar
hills, the other factor that appears to be very
significant the case of Chunar is its geographical
location.

Primary Material

Even today sandstone is one of the primary
stone materials used for construction of carved
balconies etc in places such as Mirzapore, Benaras
and Allahabad. S.nce the Mauryan period sculptures,

stupas, railing of stupas and doorways were
fashioned with sandstone. The 40 Asokan Pillars
found in different parts of the country were made
from Chunar sandstone. The shaft of the pillars was
made out of a monolith and the carved heads out of
another. The two were then put together. While the
shaft was about 30 feet, the lion head was carved
out of five to seven feet long sandstone. The lion
head at Sarnath museum, when compared to the
stones found there is of the same size.

At Pataliputra (outside modern Patne), the
capital of the Mauryas, can be found a third century
B.C. pillared palace with the carved lion heads. In
the Gupta and post-Gupta period too, sandstone
sculptures, were common. These can still be seen
in Bodhgaya in Bihar and Kaushambi in U.P.

While pink sandstone with dots was used
for the lion heads, light pink and buff-coloured
sandstone was used forimages of Buddha and other
architectural pieces.

Groundwork of the Pillar.

Earlier it was believed that the cylindrical
block of sandstone from Chunar used to transport
to Pataliputra and give tne final preparation. But quite
accidentally Prof. P.C. Panta and Vidula Jayaswal
of Benaras Hindu University, who were working on
800 B.C. burials, discovered the quarries? They
mention that the quarries are still active and some
exquisite columns like the Asoka pillars, many of
them with inscriptions in Kharosti (script of the first
century B.C.) can be seen lying around. The BHU
team'was excited as the source of the raw materials
for the Mauryan sculptures and its means of
transportation had been an enigma to archaeologist
and art historians. After the study by the BHU team
even the local people have realized the value of the
pillar-like blocks of stone with inscriptions.
Transportation of the Pillar

The sandstone slabs after extraction from
the earth were chiseled into cylindrical or circular
shapes and rolled down the hill to the rafts on the
river Ganga.The rounded sandstone blocks can be
found in the valleys surrounding Chunar hills and
they were found partly submerged (Rai, 15; 1990)

Chunar is in this area where the sandstone
formations are closest to the river Ganga. In fact
one or two of the hillocks touch the main course of
this river. Choseness of the resource area to a large
river like Ganga was the exceptional advantage of
Chunar hills. The archaeological evidence indicates
that this situation was fully exploited for the
transportation of large blocks of stone. The
cylindrical blocks, which were rolled down the hills,
were being brought to the bank of the river Ganga
from where these were navigaied to various centers
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or sites of their utilization. Pataliputra was served
by the main course of the river Ganga, while Gandak
was the connecting route of Ganga to Vaisali,
Lauriya-Nandangarh and Basarh-Bakhira sites
where Asokan columns were erected (Jayaswal, 84-
88; 1997).

Megasthenes tells of the Grand Trunk Road
which ran from the capital to the north-western
frontier, marked with pillars at every half-kos, or
about a mile and a quarter, and Asoka was very
proud of the measures which he took for the comfort
and convenience of travelers, as enumerated in
Rock Edict Il and section V of Pillar Edict VII.
Notwithstanding the rather inconvenient position of
the capital in the east, it is plain that communication
between the different parts of the empire was well
maintained by roads and river (Smith, X; 1992).

Vincent Smith spent twenty years
researching the subject of Asokan pillars and
published various conclusions that have provided
crucial background for all debate. The conclusion is
that all the pillars were erected by Asoka within a
period of 25 years between 257 and 232 B.C.
Striking examples are provided by the “Asokan” pillar
sites running in a line north-west from the Ganges
through Vaisali, Lauria-Araraj, Lauria-Nandangarh,
Rampuruva, Rumindei (Lumbini), Niglihawa,
Gotihawa, Sravasti and so on. Significantly this line
exactly corresponds with the known course of the
Uttarapatha, the great northern trade route which at
least from the sixth century B.C. linked the rich iron
and copper mines of the eastern Ganges basin with
the Achaemenid empire or Persia and other
civilizations of the ancient Near East (Irwin, 713-
719: 1975).

It might be added here that Northern Trade
Route was not only of economic importance but also
the cultural lifeline that brought India into the orbit
of West Asiatic civilization.

Inscription on the pillar

Asoka pillar at Lumbini bears a beautiful
historic document of the royal pilgrimage and the
birthplace of the Lord Buddha. The inscription is
engraved in Brahmi letter and Pali or Magadhi
language. The inscription is in five lines and ninety
letters. The first line has 23, the second and third has
21, the fourth has 19 and the fifth line has 6 letters.

The third line of the pillar inscription occurs
in the sentence silavigadabhica kalapita
silathabhe ca usapapite. Now, here, the paper will
be concentrated on the word silavigadabhica. The
explanation of this compound word silavigadabhica
has caused many discussion; various explanations
and transiations of it are already suggested.

Silavigadabhica
G. Buhler gives the first interpretation of this

word in his article ‘The Asoka edicts of Paderia and
Nigliva' published in EPIGRAPHIA INDICA. Edited
by E. Hultzsch in 1898-99. He mentions, “The
translation of vigadabhiis not certain. In may be a
word governing sila, and a technical term of unknown
meaning. My translation is based on the supposition
that it is a compound adjective, qualifying sila and
equivalent to Sanskrit vikatabhri.” His translation of
the word is “A stone slab, bearing a large
representation of ‘the sun’ might have been put up
in the Lumbini garden in order to indicate that
Sakyamuni claims to be arkabandhu or adityabandu,
a scion of the solar race of Ikshvaku. Buhler
consulted to Professor Pischel regarding this word
and Prof. Pischel told him “| suspect that vigadabhi
is the Sanskrit vigardabhi which means ‘a term for a
rude block or a rough stone’. Hence vigadabhi might
mean ‘finely created, polished; or something like it
(Buhler, 5:1898-1899).

In this paper the various interpretations
given by earlier scholars, are taken from the a
famous article “A Note on silavigadabhica in Asoka's
Rummindei Inscription” by Kenneth R. Norman
published in THE BUDDHIST RORUM, Vol. IlI,
edited by T. Skorupski and U. Pagel 1991-1993,

A Barth at first refused to attempt a
translation of this word but later translated “anesse
de Pierre” i.e. 'made of a stone, she donkey’.

G. Buhler did not accept as a ‘she donkey'
and interpreted as a ‘bearing a big sun’, which is
mentioned earlier. Fuhrer also mentions a horse on
the top of the pillar in his report (Fuhrer, 9:1896).

R.G. Bhandarkar took bhica as one word
and explained it as bhittika “wall”.

B.M. Barua believes that “a small elephant”
made of a stone.

Vincent A. Smith translated “he had a stone
horse made” on the assumption that “not a donkey”,
i.e. “a horse”, but later he changed this slightly to “a
stone bearing a horse”.

R. Pischel later gave another explanation
assuming that vigada meant “flawless” (perfect). The
meaning was, therefore, “flawless block of stone”.

J.F. Fleet suggested “a stone wall which is
an enclosure and a screen”. He later suggested that
“brick”, but was unable to give any evidence for this
meaning.

J. Carpentier took as “a horse” Aan
unbroken bad horse” and translated as “a block of
stone bearing horse”.

J. Bloch translated “uni muraille de pierre”
(a stone wall) accepting the view that bhica was to
be derived from bhitya.
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R. Basak translated as “a she-ass as
manifested or carved out of stone”.

S. Paranavitana separated the compound
word into silaviand gadabhica. The first portion silavi
of it is “having proclaimed”, second portion gadha
is strong, firm” and abhica means “longing for, or
desire of”. The whole would, therefore, mean, “He
caused a strong desire (to visit the site).

D.E. Hettiaratchi means it “the Buddha's
mother” or “bearing a vikata of stone” ora compound
meaning “a stone statue of Mayadevi was made”.

P. Thieme takes that vigada meaning
“horse” with reference to the horse, which took the
Bodhisattva away from Kapilavastu.

H. Falk also with the opinion of Hettiaratchi
and mentioned that “Asoka made a statue of the
Buddha's mother” though he does not specifically
mention that why he is saying so.

The suggestion given by Petech is “an
encasement for the Buddha’s first seven steps at
Lumbini” which will be discussed later.

Norman finds all these explanations
unsatisfactory. He put a question why Asoka use
such complicated and unclear language, when the
purpose of the inscription was presumably to make
his actions known to all who visited the site. Most of
the scholars interpreted as a “horse” from the fact
that Huien Tsang stated that the pillar had originally
had the statue of a horse upon it, presumably
Gotama’s horse Kanthaka that took him away from
the place. Norman further questions that why Asoka
did not use the word such as asva “horse” as some
suggestions are “(female) donkey”. Though Basak
suggested that it was Huien Tsang who was
mistaken, and it was a donkey on the top of the pillar,
not a horse. Why Asoka should have put the statue
of a donkey on a pillar is not made clear.

J. Irwin an art historian and expert on
Mauryan art finds difficult to accept that there was
the figure of a horse on the top of the Lumbini pillar.
He concludes that the only animals depicted on
Asokan pillars were lion. Bull and elephant. But there
is no doubt that there is a horse on the abacus of
the pillar at Sarnath, with a lion, a bull and an
elephant. lrwin states that these four animals were
especially associated with royalty.

H. Falk states the idea of a massive wall.
His opinion to the meaning “wall” is based upon the
fact that the local material is brick (Falk, 1-22: 1998)

Norman also considered to the wall. lrwin
assumes from the absence of any traces of a railing
in the brickwork around the pillar at Rampurva that
it was made of wood and has disappeared without
trace. At Sarnath, however, in the remains of the
brick walls, which formed the retaining walls for the

platform around the pillar, were found stone railing

.posts and cross rails. Norman believes that

something similar must have been on the brick wall
at Rummindei. Irwin further gives reason the use of
stone that Asoka wanted to stress the fact that the
wall included stonework, in contrast to a wall made
of bricks with a wooden rail. Asoka made clear
elsewhere the choice of stone instead of wood:
“Where there are stone pillars or stone slabs, there
this dhamma- writing is to be inscribed- that it may
long endure”. The fact that the railing 'stones have
long since disappeared at Rummindei, thus
thwarting Asoka's hope, is not surprising. The upper
part of the pillar has also disappeared, and so has
the horse, which once crowned it.

Thus, the argument and interpretation of
this word made the scholars to calculate
hypothetically since the day of the rediscovery of
this inscription.

Various publications of the H.M.G. Nepal
also have not the same translations. The Department
of Housing and Physical Planning, Lumbini
Development Committee, 2028 BS published a book
titted “Lumbini” and translates the word
silabigadabhica as ‘a stone used for bearing the load
of a horse’.

In 1973 Ministry of Industry and Commerce,
Department of Tourism published it as a ‘he both
caused to be made a stone bearing a horse and
caused a stone pillar to be set up'. This translation
is accepted in the various publications of the then
Lumbini Development Committee in 1975, 1976 and
1980 and the publication of the Department of
Tourism in 1975 (Ven. Sudarsan, 67-69: 1998)

Later on Lumbini Development Committee
changed the above translation based on the
publication of Raj Bali Pandey. According to
Pandey’s observation ‘a stone bearing a horse’ was
a very awkward construction. In should be taken as
one word equivalent to Sanskrit ‘Shila-vikatabhittika’
= a huge was of stone’. Thus Lumbini Development
Committee put a signboard near the Asokan pillar
mentioning ‘a stone railing was built......... '. Eventhe
publication of the then Committee published ‘a stone
wall around the place’. We do not know how and
why these different translations published by the
then Committee. We do not have any knowledge of
any event that occurred for the discussion or the
translation this word.

En route for new interpretation.

The excavation of Mayadevi temple from
1992-1996 by the archaeologists of D.O.A, LD.T.
and J.B.F discovered a sand conglomerate stone
block in the chamber number 2.

According to Mr, Kosh Prasad Acharya,
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archaeologist from D.O.A, involved in the Mayadevi
Temple Excavation, now Director General of D.O.A
mentions in his report that in the structural phase
no Il “A piece of unidentified rock, possibly
conglomerate (?) Was found in the center of this
chamber. Seven layers of bricks were placed to
make a platform for this piece of rock” (Acharya,
1996). Uesaka, another archaeologist in the
excavation from J.B.F also reports the find of ‘a
fragment of conglomerate rock (measuring 70cm X
40cm x 10cm) ishaving an axis running north to
south in the center’ (Uesaka, 1-12: 1996). These
reports agree that it is a sand conglomerate, placed
in the center of the construction and put on the top
of a platform made of seven layers of bricks. There
arise many questions about this stone viz. why in
the center of the construction, why it is placed on
the top of the seven layers of platform, why only the
seven layers, etc. But it is sure that this stone has
some special significance to be placed there. If we
go back to the various interpretations of the word
silabigadabhica and the archaeologica activities and
their reports we can have a clear idea of it.

Now the translations given by the various
scholars can be put into three interpretations.

The first groups are in the opinion of some
figures similar to ‘a she-ass or ‘a horse’ or ‘a figure
of the Buddha's mother’ or some figure on the top
of the pillar’.

The second groups are claiming it as ‘an
astral divinities’ like ‘a represéntative of sun' or
‘moon’.

The third group ascertains that it must be
some structure of ‘a stone wall’, ‘a railing which is
an enclosure and screen’ and ‘flawless block of
stone’.

Now let us confirm the archaeological
reports of various scholars who were directly
involved in the archaeological activities in Lumbini
and their findings especially the stone artifacts, since
the rediscovery of this pillar in 1896.

Dr. A. Fuhrer (1896) in his report has not
mentioned any stonewall or stone objects found
during the excavation of the pillar. Even Khadga
Sumsher Rana who published ‘Buddhist
Archaeology in the Nepal Tarai' and was with Dr.
Fuhrer during the excavation of the pillar was also
silent about any stone object's finding.

P.C. Mukherji (1899) mentioned in his

-report that he cleared the round base within the
enclosure down to about 5'2' but could not go down
to the foundation. The pillar, of which the lower girth
is 7'- 9", is 2'- 71#" in diameter. It is in hard sandstone
of the usually yellowish colour, and rises to a height
of 21" or so. lts upper portion is gone and of what

remains the top is split in two halves, the line of
fissure coming down to near the middle half. The
excavation of Mukheriji at the base of the pillar does
not yield any stone figure or any trace of wall. The
hypothesis imagined of any figure or wall is not fund
in the excavation of Mukheriji. Mukheriji has not
mentioned any artifact found from his archaeological
activities in Lumbini in his report.

After a long gap of time Kesher Sumsher
unearthed the mound of Lumbini. Though he did not
published any report of his activities in Lumbini but
left two earthen mounds north and south of Mayadevi
temple. The southern mound was excavated by
L.D.T. in 2001 hoping to get some archaeological
artifacts from there, but except small brickbats, some
red ware potteries' and small pieces of sandstone,
nothing of important discovery was made.

Devala Mitra (1972) carried out the
excavation at the base of the pillar. According to her
report she mentions that ‘the height of the extant
part, above the rough hammer-dressed surface
meant to be buried below ground, is 7.391m. The
lower portion of the pillar, a depth of 2.134 m. which
is polished and below which was encountered the
hammer-dressed portion meant to be embedded
(Though she wanted to reach the bottom of the pillar
to know the height of the hammer-dressed portion
and the contrivance, if any, for the insertion of the
pillar, she could not go beyond 51cm. below the
polished portion due to the intervention of the
commissioner (on tour) who was apprehensive of
the fall of the pillar in the operations) remains buried
below the ground. The three successive brick
enclosures mentioned by P.C. Mukherji no longer
existed on the west side. In her report no mention of
any finding made out of stone elements or any brick
railings.

Babu Krishna Rijal (1976-77, 1976-78,
1978-83) published various archaeological activities
in and around the Mayadevi temple. But there is no
mention of any brick railings at the base of the pillar
or any piece of stone, which represent the horse
figure. :

Tara Nanda Mishra (2040 B.S.) dug the
base of the Asoka pillar in 2040 B.S. and has given
detail measurement of the pillar. According to his
report there are mud brick railings in and around
the pillar made of the bricks of Asokan period. The
railings are of 18" and the measurement of the bricks
are 15"X10"X3".

The foundations are of three stepped and
the top of those lies two layers of mud brick wall. It
is very important information that the brick railing is
noticed for the first time in the archaeological work
in Asoka pillar. But Mishra is silent about the
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interpretation of the railing with the word
silalavigadabhica.

The question about the sand conglomerate stone
block. .

After examining the various interpretations
and the range of archaeological activities in the
Asoka pillar and Mayadevi temple it became
essential to know the significance of the stone, which
is found recently.

The most important interpretation is of R.
Pischel's “Die Inschrift von Paderiya, SKPAW,
(Report of the Royal Prussian Academy of Sciences)
Berlin 35 (1903). 724-734" who assumed ‘a flawless
block of stone’. This version of Pischel is very much
related to the stone, which is found in the Mayadevi
temple. It is just a block of stone, which is placed
almost in the central part of the construction. It lies
on a brick platform made seven layers of bricks.
Though some scholars did not accept his
interpretation but he already indicated there must
be some block of stone to pinpoint the exact birth
spot of Lord Buddha. The archaeologists in the
recent excavation of the Mayadevi temple establish
his indication.

Another interesting story is preserved in the
book ‘Northern India According to the Shui/Ching/
Chu’ by L. Petech.

It mentioned in the following “the marvelous
tree, which the excellent queen grasped when the
Buddha came to the life, is called hsu/ko (asoka).
King Asoka made, out of lapis lazuli, a statue of the
queen in the act of grasping [the tree] and giving
birth tothe prince. When the old tree had no more
offshoots, all the sramana took the old trunk and
planted it; and over and over again it continued itself
till the present time. The branches of the tree are as
of old, and they still. Shelter the stone statue.

Also the outlines of the marks of where the
prince walked seven steps are still preserved today.
King Asoka enclosed the marks with lapis lazuli on

"both sides, and again had them covered over with
one long slab of lapis lazuli.

The people of the country continuously
make offerings to them with sweet smelling flowers.
One still sees clearly the outlines of seven foot/prints;
although there is now a slab covering them, it makes
no difference. And again, people may cover them
thickly with several layers of heavy cotton (karpasa)
and fasten these on the chiseled stone; and yet,
[the marks] shine through them and are even brighter
than before” (Petech, 35-36: 1950).

This above information uncovers the two
very important statements. The first one is ‘Asoka
enclosed the marks with lapis lazuli on both sides,
and again had they covered over with one long slab

of lapis lazuli’. Now the question arises whether
Asoka used sila for lapis lazuli? Or the pilgrims refer
the lapis lazuli for another sila? We must, however,
be aware of that the Chinese pilgrims may have been
misled by the Mauryan polish, which may have been
on the statue and the encasement. John Irving notes
the jade-like texture of the polished sand stone of
the Sarnath pillar, which Fa-hsien described the
pillar, which Asoka erected at Sankasya as having
images of the Buddha set into it, each “shining and
transparent, and pure as it were of lapis lazuli”. Thus
the pilgrims might have been confused with the
colour of stone in Lumbini.

The second part of their statement is ‘and
again had they covered over with one long slab of
lapis lazuli’. During the excavation of the Mayadevi
temple, the excavation group found a long slab of
rectangular conglomerate. According to the report
of Mr. Uesaka “A rectangular (lengthwise)
conglomerate belongs to the upper structures at
stage |, and was installed between the inner and
the outer wall on the north, at the third space from
the west, above the arranged bricks, in east-west
direction. A conglomerate is fresh looking and
carrying small stones. It is 140 cm in length in east-
west direction, 18 cm in width, and 8 to 10 cm in
thickness, at the altitude of 99.78 m. A block of bricks
is neatly piled in five courses underneath the
conglomerate in the east-west direction. It is not by
support walls but support walls were set to the upper
part of the block.” The excavators of the temple are
silent about this stone. They have not given any
observation to this finding. Most probably this should
be that ‘one long slab’ mentioned by the pilgrims.

The pilgrims further mention that ‘the
people of the country continuously make offerings
to them with sweet smelling flowers. One still sees
clearly outlines of seven foot/prints; although there
is now a slab covering them, it makes no difference’.
This indicated that when they arrived Lumbini this
holy spot was still worshipped by the people. All
these pilgrims’ account we do not find any reference
of the temple in this place, though the place was
well known and very sacred to the Buddhist
pilgrimage center. There must be some holy spot or
object which people used to worship that. This stone
must be in the main center of the attraction and the
main object of the sacredness.

Recent Interpretation.

With the request of late Ven. Bikshu
Sudarsana Mahasthavir, and intellectual seminar
was held in Dhammasa (Dharmasastra) University
in Bankok in 9 April 1980. This seminar was
participated by the various learned Mahasthavirs and
professors of Chakravat, Mahachulalankor




University and Dhammasa University. In this seminar
the main theme of the discussion were the words
'silavigadabhica’, ‘ubalike kate'and ‘athabhagiye ca’.
The seminar concluded for the word ‘silavigadabhica
with ‘scarped on stone’ or ‘stone is fashioned in
another replica’. This indicated that the spot is
highlighted with some stone replica. That replica

must be the prototype of the nativity sculpture of -

Siddharth's birth, which is placed in the restored
Mayadevi temple (Ven. Sudarsana, 71: 1998).

A seminar was held in Hotel Bluestar in
Kathmandu after the discovery of this stone few
years back. The seminar participated by various
authorities of history, culture, archaeology, art and
architecture, intellectuals, expert on Pali and
Buddhist literature and highly positioned monks. The
seminar concluded that the stone has a very special
significance and occupies in the exact birth spot of
Lord Buddha. Late Ven. Sudarsana further indicated
that it looks like a footprint of a human being (Ven
Sudarsana, 73: 1998).

The international team of experts Prof. A.H.
Dani from Pakistan, and Prof. A.K. Narain, and
Krishna Deva from India also highlighted this stone.
They declared that this stone has special implication
to be there. Before the discovery of this stone Prof.
A K. Narain had already said publicly that there must
be some sign in the birthplace of Lord Buddha. Thus
silavigada bhica means a public assemblage area
in the form of high terrace or an enclosure of bricks
around a place of worship or celebration of the much-
spoken unusual stone. Dr. Narain has divided the
word silavigadabhica into three words i.e. sila,
vigada and bhica which mean stone; much talked
about or spoken of and a public assemblage area
in the form of high terrace or an enclosure of the
bricks (Vaidya, 640: 2003). This international expert
team also requested to Nepalese authorities to
announce this greatest discovery of 20" century by
the then Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister Shree Sher
Bahadur Deuba. At Hotel Himalaya, Lalitapur, on
Feb. 4, 1996, the then Prime Minister of Nepal
announced, “the sacred place of the nativity of
Sakyamuni Buddha in Lumbini has been discovered”
in Feb. 4, 1996. _

The International Scientific Experts Meeting
on Conservation, Restoratiorn and Shelter for
Excavated Archaeological Site of Mayadevi Temple
also accepted this stone as a ‘Marker Stone'.
Conclusion.

The study of various interpretations given
by the different scholars and the archaeological
reports of the archaeologist who were involved in
the archaeological activities in Lumbini, have not
confirmed any stone representation on the top of

the Asokan pillar. The word ‘silavigadabhica’ with
some icon on the top of the pillar is a hypothetical
calculation only. The detection of the stone in the
excavation of Mayadevi temple solved the year's
long debate of the word ‘silavigadabhica’, which
means Asoka put the stone to mark the exact spot
of the birthplace of Lord Buddha. Or he worshipped
the spot, which was marked with the stone at the
exact birthplace of Lord Buddha. Now it is very high
time to change the signboard lying near the pillar
with the right interpretation of the inscription.
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