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Better to live in virtue and wisdom
for one day than to live a hundred years
with an evil and undisciplined mind.
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Merxit

Merit refers profit, benefit, advantage. It

shows plus points of other to one’s mind.
Buddhism concerns merit as noble knowledge,
virtue, creation, education of something or some-
body entertained either by character or by ac-
tion . Here merit tends to noble virtues performed
for welfare and benevolence not only of human
kind but also for entire creatures; it is not only
for certain ethnic group. No one is in this world
who dislikes merit. However, grasping merit it is
neither easy nor in control of common people.

In general we people bear merit as well
as demerit like two parts of coin. Buddhism
teaches to follow only merit abandoning evility
as the king swan drinks only milk from the mixed
water leaving water. It sermons Sila (rule),
Samadhi (Meditation) and Pragya (enlighten-
ment) which never encourages the follower to
accept demerit; evility rather always guides to
perform nobility without diverting mind in non-
sense.

Merit raises feeling over others’ virtues;
it summons courage to achieve it. For it, man
uses to act and behave, with apt, deserve noble
performance one accomplishes mission. To ful-
fill the ultimate motto of life, one should and must
cultivate virtues. It can be possible only resem-
bling and performing merits of Tathagata,
Dhamma and Sangha. It guides all to merry
with merit. Because we know-sheep enjoy with
sheep; goat with goat or knowledge depends on
the companionship. So in Mangala Sutta,
Tathagata says, "Build up companionship with
scholars, seniors virtuous noble ones; if not same
level and it not so be alone; never make fellow
to lower meritless fools."

The ideal aspect of Buddhism evokes
to enrich one with merit. Hence, Buddhist tradi-
tion of praising or worshiping merit like Buddha
Puja, Stupa, Chaitya etc. have been running
since ancient time. It is seen that Buddha has
allowed to construct the stupas ongraving the

Gautam Jyapu
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relics of Tathagata’s great pupils: Sariputta and
Mahamogallayana at the junctions. Buddha
supports to erect the Chaityas, Stupas, of four
great persons: Buddha, Pratyaka Buddha,
Arhantas and Chacravati Maharaja (Great
emperor). Tathagata praises it because. It en-
ables people to grasp positive feelings and wish
to gain. Hence, merit enhances people to de-
velop and generate the concept for being
meritful. Therefore, the real purpose that people
use to bow someone or something must be and
or is reminding and honoring the merit that con-
sists with. Buddhists know how to worship Bud-
dha, Dhamma and Sangha so that do Buddha
Puja, Chaitya Puja, Gura Puja etc. recount-
ing merits. People should workshop elders, par-
ents, masters, well-wishers, helpers, highlight-
ing their merits such as Triple Gem rather than
praising self or physique. Its great evidence. Is
the Sri-lankan monks. They did defiance, and
indifference to kowtow before the image of
Buddha. Later they worshipped only after the
engravement of holy relic of Tathagata. If ef-
faces the outlook as Buddha sharply criticizes
and defames the physique though Tathagata
bears 32 physical merits (32 Lakshayanas) No
doubt, it apparently evokes merit to see, not by
physique but by inner virtues, i.e. merits. It only
can esteem nobility. However Buddha’s image
is the only image flourished, constructed and
worshipped highly in the world. But it always
resembles the virtues of Tathagata which sprouts
hobility with in human kind to be like Tathagata.
Yes, it is presenting, constructing before visible
and peaceful place for homage. The tradition of
homage has been running since ancient time. So
people, celebrate Martyr’s Day, Buddha
Purnima, Democracy Day etc. to homage the
merits that the historical persons, martyrs, loyals,
patriots have accompanished. Expressing con-
dolence or sincere sympathy is also for homage
of the demised ones. If they’d not done any vir-



tuous merits; of course, they would not be re-
membered. It highly generates the will power to
have such merits. One who wish to grasp merit
has to perform nobilitythat will end anger and
enimity.

Therefore, concerning merits boost to grow
peace and prosperity. Merit, so, causes happi-
ness and it let everybody enjoy life with benevo-
lence and compassion; selfless support and faith
raise towards the merciful ones. Rahul serves
his mother Yasodhara Devi in sickness,
Sariputta serves own infant mom by guiding to
the pure path, Tathagata makes Suddodana fall
in Maggaphala, i.e. fruitful way to Nibbana,
Tathagata allows mother Prajapati Gautami to
be a nun ultimately, Sariputta always uses to
bow his first teacher of Buddha Dharma-Assaji
looking towards his master’s dwelling arama with
great regard etc. are mere few out of innumer-
able examples.

The tralition of gratitude cares not the age; it
cares knowledge and merit. King Suddodana
and Prajapati Gautami bow Gautama Bud-
dha seeing venerable’s merits even Tathagata
is son in relation. Nuns and monks are respected
examining their virtues, merit not concerning their
balding head, robe, and physique. Thus reward,
respect etc. focuse homage in the concerning
field. Alike respect is paid to anybody highlight-
ing their merit.

Nevertheless, people often ignore the
merits of helpers, well-wishers, supporters, par-
ents; and start defaming and defacing them
which cause critics own defaults. In spite of
merit, criticizing severely only seeing faults-why
not even tiny task never summons peace and
welfare the envity and enimity over somebody’s
merit cause such complaints, blames. None is
left accused even Buddha. So-called Pandits,
Sadhus conspire Tathagata to depopular through
the lady that she has a baby of Buddha growing
in her womb. The Buddha who has ceased en-
tire faults, empire with spledid luxury and who
has cultivated Paramitass (great, so hard prac-
tices, exercises to achieve the supreme knowl-
edge)- doesn’t show anger to her rather laughs

i

at her folly. The blame is cleared as the lady’s
belting cloth unties, defastens. A doll falls donn
out of her stomach as she is pretending to be
pregnant. By the way Tathagata, the ideal to the
world, advocates to face demerit with firm mind
not with war but with compassion and merta
counting mere merit. Even poison (venom) is
applicable to make medicine. It’s impossible, in-
evitable to get merit which leads to noble deeds
unless and until one leaves defame and deface
other. Otherwise in the world there’d not be
peace. How much accusation grows, violence
booms today’s violating world, because of domi-
nation and discrimination, Realising this matter -
it is urgent to unite, negotiate, talk, cluster ban-
ishing, enimity between and among parties, coun-
tries, famities and persons. Accenting such mat-
ters, in ancient time, farsighted granary of mercy.
Tathagata has pioneered the medium way. It
neither blames nor flatters; it just goes on the
ascend of noble life conducting merit, virtues.
Hence, Buddha Sermons:

Merit is to workshop

Homage is to pay

Demerit to throw

Merra to donate

Noble deed to grow

And

Meditate to reach at the Nibbana state.

Sadhu Sadhu Sadhu
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