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Conquer anger through gentleness,
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Ven'ble Amritananda Mahasthabil, thq pioneer

monk to revive Therabad Buddhism in Nepal

the kingdom of Nepal has, since prehistoric times, been known

all thewodd6veras the Buddhist country because olthe em-ergence

oiti. ft r.f e**n overthe hillockinth'ewestern sideof Kahmandu

Valbv overa tuttv blown lotus llower with it's 1 08 petals' lt is known -

tillbdJ;tiil dwovambhu Maha Caitya now developed with the

intt fLl6n of t . fr. ireOitating Auddhas' Bairochana, Ackhhyobhyo'

C.tnt-S*Unrr, Amitabhaind Amoghsiddhi fasing east' south

corner, east, south, west and north respectively' The.selt emergtng

U.r.o'n Uf.iing over the big lotus llower developed out ol a lotus

ri.lirvv. u1l itrd Bipaswiin the big lake spreading its strehh ol

*at.t oret tt e *ide aiea occupied by the present day Kathmandu

viri.V-it. Swoyambhu luana Caitya now is standing as the

sentinel ol Peace.

Historir:ally speaking, Lord Sakya Muni Buddha,lh*ShBuddha

m tne nierarcny oi Ze hilxan Buddhas as described in The Buddha

Vrr*., tn. fnuddaka Nikaya ol The Tripitaka, the most authentic

.off.ctlon of 32000 thousand sermons delivered by Lord Sakya

Irtrni SuUOh" i, nis 45 years of missionary travels in the northern

Uttarakhand of the lndiin Sub Continent and 2 thousand sermons

delivered by his most learned disciple monks'

Rapid study of the history of Buddhism Nepal

Born in Lumbini Nepal on the Day of Baisaki Full Moon

DavtMavl 623 BC Prinie Siddhartha attained The Supreme

Enri,int iin.nt on the day of Baisakh Full Moon day itsetf and again

atteiss years ot nis misiionary life Lord Buddha passed away on

tne aa[ikh Fuil [aoon day itself at the age ol SoThe ailent ot Lord

LrOOn. in.ugrtated a new epoch ol ieaso-ning on the 
. 
natural

ohenomena i-nstead ol blindly believing in the God Almigity as

[elieved bv the Hindus, Moslems, Christians and other religions'

eudOn. Aiain inaugurated an era ol studying the human suffering

and ol othEr creaturi as per law ol nature and deep investigation on

Geircauses.ln otner religions like VedictTinking the lollowers ol the

VeOlccutt anA otner religibnstolollow afterthe passing away ol Lord

AuaOna OetieveO that tie whole cosmos was created by God, the

nfmiontv. omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient" Before entering

inibin isceric'tite prince Siddhartha was educated uplg t[e agg of

iixteen by the Brairmin saints and sages who believed in God The

n.ilnt Out atter attaininq the Supreme Enlightenment he proceeded

to ginaras wnere his fiv6 foilowers Kaundannya, Bappa Bhaddiya

iraananima anO nswajit were practising penance after deserting

irince SiOOt',artt a wh6n he ndA taken lood after three months of

severe meditation under the Bodhi Tree in Gaya and as a result he

coulO proceeO to the era ol new thinking about the suflerings ol

human beings in general and the living creatures in general'

Todeliverhisfirst sermon to the already menlioned fiveascetics

lollowing him he addressed them as his Dharma Brothers and told

them thit He has come to them in Banaras to deliver his lirst ever

ieimon unOertne name of Dharma Chakra Prabartana Sutra' He

iiiO ' O, enikknrs I have got the Enlightenment I wanted to get' lt

is nevei discovered by any body nor has any body heard about

Prof. Asha Ram SakYa

them.""PUBBE ANASUIESHU DHAMMESU, YANAM'iiiexttn, 
IAYYA, UTPANNA, ALIKA UTPANNA and

-cieiini(t 
urieruiln, mevare tne mths about the suffering, ils

causes, it's enUing and the way to end themJtrey are known as the

rorir,lilerr rndrHS and alio the NoBLE EIGHTFoLD PATHS

rnO i.tt nrt *t the least rather the most important is lhe LAW of

DEPENDENT ORIGINATION.

On the lifth day ol the month ot Srawan he had delivered the

moslimDortant seimon on the Theory ol lmpermanence, Anatta

L*.* Sr;t* the whole ol tre teachinls of Lord Buddhaare based

on ittnn ,nO logic remaining complete silencebn fre beliel of other

ii"ir. nrr[riiidi. tn" ner"ti.ttoiaiot. so+alled souL and GoD,

THE ALMIGHTY

The main aim ol the Buddha's teachings as enumerated in the

doctrine ol the four noble truths, the Noble Eightlold Paths and the

Lawof DependentOrigination.Heneverfeltlhe need of lhe presence

ol the oods and the permanent soul as he could never find such

ininoiin ni o v.a/ssearch for the truths guiding the destiny of a

minl gesides,'human Mind isthe most important a subiect lor trying

to end the sullerings as experienced by human beings' A man ls

wnit ne aoes, see! or thinks, nothing else' No need to seek the

tavor of eod Uecause in so doing a man loses his own independence

anJ sovereignty. He will have io live in the mercy ol the so-called

CoO,ruUn oiCl'rtist or any other super powelagencies responsible

lor the fate of a man as b6fieved by the blind followers of religion'

According to the Law of Dependent Origination, Bag [greed]'

Duastra [Oissitistaalon] and /vtoha [delusion]l are the root causes ol

human sutlering.,

Abidya pawhayo sankhara[ lgnorance creates habitual

tenderrciesl

S ankh ara pacch ayo winny anallabitual tendencies creates

power to sensel

Vinnanyna padtayo Nama" Rupa[Habitual tendency creates

nane and lorml

Nama RupaPacchayo SadayatAnalName and lorm create the

six sense organsl

Six sense organs create Sparsa [Eyes, ears, nose, tongue,

body and mind creates touchl

Sparsa that is touch creates Vedana [touch by the eyes, years,

nose, iongue, body and mind create sensationsl

Vedana pachhayotanlra [Sensations create tanha that is greed

Trisna in Sanskrit and Tannah in Pali l

Tannha pachhayo lJpadana SkandhalUpadana islo keep

elinging to thb worldly ideas and possessions like money ,houses,

sons ,daughter etc.]

Upadam St<andhacreates all kinds ol sufiering' physlcal, mental

1R



and all otherlactors deeplyconnectedwith our life

This chain ol 12 links is known as the theory of dependent

origination

The basic teachings ol lord Buddha are based on these twelve
links responsible lor our lile system.

Lord Buddha in his forty five years ol missionary travels in the
northem part ol tire Then lndian Sub- Continent created a new epoch

of thinkingaboutour own selves in relation to oherlactors concerned

with our every day life thus opening a new vista of approaching the
facts oflhe universe.

After Lord Buddha passed away his foremostdisciple Ven

Maha Kasyap organized the first congregation ol the five hundred

Arhats to collect all the 82000 sermons delivered by Lord Buddha in

his 45 years of missionary life. The First ShngitiTlre First Synod or
Ecclesiastical Conference divided Lord Buddha's sermons in three

baskets- Sutra Pitaka, Vinaya Pitaka and Avidhamma Pitaka to
safeguard these sermons from being misinterpreted bythe people.

Hundred years afte( the second Maha Sanglti was held under the
chairmanship of Ven .Revata Mahasthabira and this second

conference also maintained the same stand as the first did . Later

again, after 1 50 years Emperor Ashoka organized the third Maha

Sangiti, the third council andthis time too Ven Mogali Putta Tissa

[Upagupta in Mahayana] thespiritualteaderdtp EmperuAshoka
adhered to the Therabad System though twelve difierent vehicles
had akea{t been developed. EmperorAshokafohaed tpT}erabad
tradition and sent Buddhist Missimsto Sd Lanka underhe leadershlp

of Ven Mahendra Maha S$abir his eldest son and his elder daughter
Sangha Rakshita, in the fprm ol a Buddhist nun .He had sent his
second daughter Charun{ati as the leader of the Buddhist monks'

delegalbn for he propagation of Buddhism by ;launching a campaign

ol setling up 84000 stupas with Buddha's relics enshrined inside.

.Princess Charumati had entered in to Kathmandu Valley already

sanctified by The Great Swayambhu Maha Caitya, he mosl ancienl
Buddhist Caitya bearing it's pre historic background. She had married

Prince Devapala of Devapattan ,the eastern part of the Kathmandu

and had set up lour stupas in the lour cardinal direction of Lalitpur
which already had developed as a city.

Later, in'course ol time, in the beginning of the 7m century A,D..

Buddhist monks ol the Nalanda University and Vikramsheela
University like Ven. Shanta Rakshit, Ven Kamal Sheela and Ven

Padmasambhava visited Kathmandu to pay respect to the
Swoyambhu Maha Caitya and then to proceed to Tibet via
Kathmandu. Later, when Deepankar Shree Gyan Atisha visited
Kathmandu in the beglnning of th century the Boddhisattwa Yana
was developed in Kathmandu and the Therabad slowly disappeared
in course of three or four hundred years of various changes coming
into the religious life of the Kathmandu people Atime came when to
see a Buddhist monks in his yellow robe we had to satisfy ourselves
with standing ligures of Lord Buddha's loremost disciples Maha
Madgallyayan afid Sariprtra in thelorm of stonesculpturesor bronze

statues slanding on eitherside ol the shrine room ofthe Buddha in a
Buddhist monastery.. For hundreds of years Nepalese Buddhists

Eecially of Kathmandu Valley lollowedlhe Boddhisafiwa yana, that
is, Mahayana and later Vajra Yana. ltwas because of anti Buddhist
kips like Jayastri[ Malh and his Hindu predecessors that Theravada

Buddhism had to sufler but stillthough following Mahayana and
Vajrayan developed after he second Maha Sangiti and Third Maha
Sangi refered to above scholars lrom The Nalanda and Bikrama
Sheela universities came to propagate the Mahayana and Vajra
Yana tradition in Nepal.

The Revival of Theravad Buddhism in Nepal

When we speak ol the revival of Theravad Buddhism we
remember the cruel anti- Buddhist policies ol the Rana regime.
Duringthe regime of thehen Rana Prime MinisterJuddhaShumshere

JBR, five Theravad Buddhist monks were expelled from Nepal and
the Buddhists then set up the Dharmodaya Sabha, a National
BuddhistOrganization of Nepaland stafled agitating againstthe anli-
Buddhist regime of Nepal where Lord Buddha was born.

When we speak about the revival of the Theravad Buddhism,
the original teachings of the Buddha as collected and clasified into

Sutrapitak, Vinayapitak and Abhidhamma pitak we immediately
remember the then Ven. Mahapragya and his disciple Ven.
Amritananda Mahasthabir. Ven Mahappragyadid a lotforthe revival

ol Theravad Buddhism and his young disciple Ven Amritananda
who was ordained as a Shramanera in Kusinagara by Ven
ChandramaniMahasthabirfrom Aralon and settling in Kusinagara in

lndiaforthe propagation of the Buddhistleachings. Later, afteralew
years, Ven Amrilananda was ordained as afull-fledged monk under
he preceptorship of Ven Chandramani Malnsthabir. Since hen Ven
Amritanandawho had left home lor leading a Buddhist monlCs life did
studyTripitakaformanyyears in Sri Lankaand started the campaign

ol raising the voice of the Buddhists against the Ranas, not by
political prbpaganda but by writing simple books on the teachings ol
the Buddhaand wandering in the eastem andwestem Newardbtdcts
and villages by delivering sermons on the Buddhist way of life

Ven Mahapragya, Ven Pryagyananda Mahasthabir, a Buddhist
trader in Lhasa had become a Ghelung in Lhasa to lead a lile ol a
recluse to guidethe ignorranl people of NepaltowarG leading a lifeof
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austeritv and ol pious approach as per the teachings of Lord Buddha

Gter n6 was converted to the llfe a Buddhist monk as per traditions

otineravad system. Ven Dhammaloka, Ven Mahanamaand Ven'

Ven SuOoOfralranda and his elder brother Ven Sakyananda and a

tew more mont<s trom Bhoipur and PalpaTansen are the pioneers in

reviving Theravad Buddhism in Nepal..

Ven. Amritananda was born in the Shakya family of Tansen'

His lorefathers had migrated to Tansen as per orders of thethen king

Rana Bahadur Shahaio protect his son Prince.Girbanayudhha{rom

ine intection of small pox epidemics usually spreading as epidemics

in Nepal. Allthe parents with their children not having small pox

wereLxoelled frilm Kathmandu Valley. As a result many families

ild to fiigrate to Bhoipur, Khikhanmach in the east and Palpa

iansen in 6e east .Thelamily of Ven Amrilananda were from Hakha

fore in iititpur and theywer; the members of HiranyavarnaMaha

Vihar ol Lalitpur, the m6st beautilul city in Kathmandu when viewed

from the stahd point ol arts and culture .Lal Kazi Shakya was the

household nami of Ven Amritananda before he renounced his lay lile

to becomea novice as peradvice ol histeacherVen' Maha Pragya'

He was a very active young man very olten participating in perlorming

dramas, plafing difieient parts ol heroes, villains or sometimeseven

vagaboh'Os'Ouirwhen he came inlo contact with Ven. Maha Pragya

he"was completely changed and even without taking permission

lrom their paientst6 become ordained as a Shramanera.Laterwhen

Ven Mahipryagya was arrested by the agents of the Ranas for

delivering iermons on Buddhist teachings he wa-s also with his

teacher. irus he had to be in jail for about a lew months His teacher

and himself, after release, were not allowed to be in Nepal' So both

bf them went to Kushinagar in lndia where Lord Buddha had passed

away and he was ordained there as a lull fledged monk underthe

pieceptorship of Ven Chandramani Maha Sthabir.

Then after a few years of his study o{ BuddhistTdpitaka he took

initiative tolound the bharmodaya Sabha to organize the Buddhists

of Nepal and to protest against the autocratic regime. e of the Ranas

and tireir orderto expel live Buddhist monks from Nepal' lt was in

1944 AD. Ven, Amrithnandawas elected General Secretary ol The

Dharmodaya Sabha, Ven. Chandramani Mahasthabirwas elected

asthe Chairman and Bhadanta Ananda Kausalyan Maha Sthabir as

the vice-chairirian while Upasaka ManiharshaJyoti Kansakar' one

ol the leading industrialists of Nepal was elected treasurer 'Ven'

Mahanama, Ven. Sakydnanda, Ven Subodhananda were all elected

life members ol the Dharmodaya Sabha.

ln 1950/51 A.D. The Nepali Congress revolted againstthe 104

years of the autocratic regime of the Ranas lor proclaiming the

democratic regime underthe constitutional kingship of His Maiesty

kino ftinnruin Bir Bikram ShahDeva. On 7th ol the month of

Faliun. 2007 BS [1 8h ol Febl 951 A'D] the Ranas were gone and

unO"er tne lnterim Constitution of 2007 the lirst ever democratic

oovernment was set up by H'M' King Tribhuvan under the

Fremiership of Late Matrika Prasad Koirala. The then Chairman ol

Neoali Conqress Then the Dharmodaya Sabha was brought to

Kaihmanduirom Kalingpng in lndia and Buddhist monks were also

allowed to come to NePal.

Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir was, since his young age' a

man of revolutionary spirit. He tried ton start a revolution amongthe

Nepalese Buddhisti by reviving the Buddhist tradition removed far

awav from the oriqind;oncept ol the Buddha to release oneseltlrom

all kinds ol suflering through the Sheela, Samadhi and Pragya as

oracticed in Theravid tradition. He started writing books on the Lile

h tne Buddha and altother Sutras in easily understandable language

both in Nepali and Newar language 'Already Ven Pragyananda

trlinastna6ir, Ven Mahanama,lnd many other monks had started

moving from villagesto villages to pre6ch the teachings both. primary

and stindard am-ong the Buddhist laity people for their wellare' But

Ven Amritanandawasvery progressive and untiring in his missionary

life covering both writing and preaching simultaneously'

ln 1950 A.D. Late Dr. Malalasekara, a very renowned authority

in Buddhism and internationaldiplomacy invited allthe Buddhist

leaderstisri Lankato form TheWorld Fellowship of the Buddhists of

the world and on that sacred occasion he established the World

Fellowship of the Buddhists in Sri Lanka with a constitution drafted

and passed in the lirst ever lntemational Buddhist Conlerence held in

Colombo, the Capitaltown ol Sri Lanka. Ven Amritananda and Mr'

Maniharsha Jyoti Kansakar had participated in that conlerence as

the Nepalese bebgation headed by Ven Amritananda himsell' 'As

per constitutional prwision laid down in the Constitution ol the WFB,

ihe second lntem'ational Buddhist Conference was held in Japan in

1952 A.D. Underlhe auspices ofhe Japanese Buddh'st Federation'

The third Conference was held in Rangoon underthe auspices olthe

Union Buddha Slshana Council ol Burma and it was in that third

lnternational Buddhist Conference of the WFB lhat The Dharmodaya

Sabha had participated underthe leadership Ven. Amritananda, the

Chairman ol Thebharmodaya Sabha. With the kind permission ol

H.M King Tribhuvan The Dharmodaya Sabha had reque-sted the

WFB Eiecutive Committee. To permit Nepal to hold the 4th

lnternational Conlerence of he WFB' The Nepalese delegation to the

Rangoon C,onference was very much inspire to get an opportunityto

devdlop lriendship and Budilhist solidarity with world Buddhist

ol Nepal was
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by the 3d lnternational Conference of the Buddhists of the world in
1 954 A. D. TIe 4h international Conference of the World lederation ol
the Buddhists was decided to be held in Kathmandu, the ancient

" capitaltown of Kathmandu.

Ven Amritananda was elected Chairman, Epic Poet Shree
Chittadhar Hridaya, Ven Aniruddha tr4ahasthabira. Prof. Soorya
Bahadur Shakya, Mr. Asha Bam Shakya as vice chairmen,
secretary general assistant secretary general respectively. Mr. Mani
Harsha Jyoti was elected the treasure as usual. To seek advice
from Dr. Malala Sekera, the Chairman of the WFB and to make
proper arrangement lor hosting the 4h WFB lntemational Buddhist
Conference, a Buddhist delegation led by Ven Amritananda
Mahasthabir with Mr. Mani Harsha Jyoti, Prof, Soorya Bahadur
Shakya and Mr. Loka Darshan Vajracharya as the members ol lhe
delegation had visited Sri Lanka in 1 953..

The delegation returned to Nepal alter consulting with Dr.
Malalasekera and other Sri Lankan Buddhist scholars, .Brisk
preparation wasthen made to hold the 4h WFB Conference in the
month of November but Prof. Soorya Bahadur Shakya resigned
Irom the general secretaryship for health reasons and I was
unanimously elected GeneralSecretary of The Dharmodaya Sabha
in it's general assembly.

Active as Ven Amritananda always was, brisk preparations
were made for he successful hosting and holding of tre 4h lnlernational
of the Buddhists of the world. .Ven. Amritinanda by then had
already been an intemaiional figure in the entire Buddhist world as he
always led the Buddhist Delegations from Nepal in almost all the
Buddhist counlries .While he was studying Buddhism in Sri Lanka
in his young age in the Wajirarama Vihar ol Bombalapitiya, Colombo
he had learn to speak English Language .Though not educated in
colleges and universities he could communicate with the English
speaking Buddhist Communities in broken English. ll was a great
giftforhimwhen we, as the respnsible members of the Dhartmadaya
Sabha in the preparation ol the lirst ever international conference to
be held in Kathmandu, Nepalwere mobilizlng thelay Buddhists of
Nepal and he students of Tri Clundra CollEe to guide tre delegations.
Five hundred delegates from 45 countries were invited to participate
in the conference. lt was inaugurated in the Tundikhel of Kathmandu
by H,M King Mahendra Bir Bikram Shaha Deva and the inaugural
ceremony was presided over by H.M King Mahendra himself lt
was a unique conference being participated by500 Buddhistscholars
and lay Buddhist men from 45 countries with the parlicipation of the

entire Nepalese people in Kathmandu. lt was a very important and
momentous conlerence in the history ol Nepal immediately afterthe
declaration ol democralic government by Late King Tribhuvan .Ven
Amritananda could give a very successlul leadership to the
organization of the 4h lnternationalConference. The otherimportant
personalities were Late Daya Bir Singn Kansakar, Mr. Mani Harsha
Jyotias the treasurer, late Mr, Murti Man Shakya, Mr. Purna Kazi
Tamrakar as the assistant secretary general, Mr. Pushpa Rathna
Sagar. Mr.Krishna Bahadur Mananadharas thechief of lnlormation
and publicity officer .Mr. Samyak Ratna Bajracharya, and a host ol
otherdignitaries..

Alter the successlul conclusion of the 4h WFB conference in
Kathmandu the delegates were all taken to Lumbini, the sacred birth
place of the Buddha by mien a specialcharter of two Dakota planes.
lmportant among the delegates Dr. Ambedkar from India, Rev.
Chaupuchao lrom the Peoples Republic of China.. Mr. Christmas
Humphrey of the U.K. and many other dignitaries and Buddhist
scholars from so many different countries Buddhists and non.
Buddhists ansen I had then request allthe delegates to make plans
for the developmentof Lumbinias the sacred Buddhist pilgrimage. lt
was in November 1956.

Ven Amritanandathus proved himself an able Buddhisl leaderof
the Buddhist world. Besides we who were working as his leam had
also rendered the best of cooperation. The students ofTri Chandra
college bot'r boysand gidswereall helping guidestotre45 delEations
to the 4h lnternational Conference of the WFB

Since the Ven. Amritananda participated in almost allthee WFB
conlerences. He was in a way a wanderer sutfering from wander
lust though of course for meaningful purposes. He had traveled
round the world as the leader ol the Nepalese Buddhists. Actually it
was in his efforts thatthe revival; ol Theravad Buddhism prospenid.
Of course the contributions ol other monks were in no way less
important.

Ven Amritananda has written more than 6g books in both Newar
Language and Nepali . His best contribution was the compilation ol
the Buddhist monks, lay men, lay women, kings and lay Buddhist
nuns and other leaders of other religions ol the time of the Buddha.
The Buddhakalin Series are his immortalworks.

He was a great helping hand for Ven Dhammaloka when he
was constructing a small hamlet by way of establishing theAnanda
KutiVihar. ltwas Ven Dhamma Lokawho hadgoneto Burmaforlhe



Buddhafrgureof ttre wh'tte marble now beingenshrined intheAnanda

KutiMharTemPle

Ven Amritananda was already married when he renounced his

.lav life to become a Buddhist monk. His daughter Vimalawas still in

her mothe/s womb when he left the house' Later, he set up thefirst

Buddhist Boarding School under the name of Ananda Kuti Buddhist

erriOi.i, fi6li Sdf,oot in tn. *ttttrn side of the Swayambhu hill'

Itwas underthe leadershipof Ven Amritanandathatthe Buddhist

monks started increasing in number and it was he who could be

inshumental to send Sramaneras to Sri Lanka. Burma, China

,Thailand and Japan and the Buddhist monasteries also grew in

numbers. Besides, his own wife Ven Sangha Mitta was also a

Buddhist nun after he renounced the lay life. A new spirit ol studying

Buddhist scriptures, Tripitaka and other Buddhist magazines also

aooeared amonq the youths ol Nepal' With most active cooperation

lrom us he couHhove forward in spreading Theravad Buddhism in

all the districts of Nepal.

Ven Amritanandacould maintain averyclose relationshipwith

King Tri Bhuvana and King Mahendra and also H.M king Birendra

inviling their majesties in Andnda Kuti Vihar on the auspriciotls occilsion

ol thi Baisattr Full Moon day, the triple blessed day of birth,

enlighlenment and the great Nirvana of Lord Buddha' ln short, we

muit not hesitate to say that Ven Amritananda revived the new

repoch of Theravada BuiHhism since it's disappearance lrom Nepal

in Malla dynasties.

Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabirisan elficientleaderin the history

of thb revival of the Theravad Buddhism in Nepal since some

seventy years ago. He had first started delivering sermons.on the

sacred o'ccasions in Lalitpur, Kathmandu and Bhaktapur. After the

historic 4h lntemationalConference of fte WFB held in Nepala new

era ol the Theravad Buddhism has been opened for those who want

to$udydeep in heoriginalteachingsol Lord Buddha. the mntritution

of Ven. Amiitananda is always cheriQhed. He had established The

Anandakuti Bihar Guthi and a'monthly magazine Ananda Bhoomi

by name is also being published as the mouth piece of all the

aitivities being carriedlndifferent districts of Nepal .thus creating a

chain olTheravad Buddhist monasteries on one hand andthe other

a great possibility to inspire many young people towards the great

humanistic revolution started by lord Buddha some 2548 years ago.

Lord Buddha is the mosl modern scienlificthinkerso far known in the

historv olthe world asan unparalleled innovator, leader. Humanistic

spbk6sman and linally a great psychologist to treat the human

sirfferings ttrrough The Avidhamma, he science of the human mind

and it's various activities.

Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir had the problem high blood

pressure Sometimesl still rememberhow he used to getirritated lor

no reason and show anger to us who were busy in making

preparations lor the lortr' coming 4h WFB Conlerence- in Nepal held

in tire last week of the month ol November, 1956 AD .As the

secretary General of the Dharmodaya Sabha I was very busy in

runningthe activitiesoltheworksbeing undertaken forthe successlul

hostin! ol the lirst ever lnternational Conlerence in the history of the

Kingd6m of Nepal .He wanted me to see always clad in suit and

oanis with a very attractive tie in the neck :l was, ol course, of the

bpinion that to riraintain the identity d Nepalese culture and way

diessing used to put on Mayalposh and Suruwal with a. good coat

and the Bhadgaule Cap on the head to show to the loreigners as a

Nepali. We always diflered in this matter. He advising to be in suit

and panS and m6 stcking to the nalional dress. One aftemoon when

he came to oftrce he all of a sudden burst upn me an$ I too retaliated

very genty burfirmlyslicking to my own nationaldress of Mayalpsh

and Suruwalwittr dhadgaule topi on my head. Atter some time he

lust called me in and said," Asha Ram Guruju, l have blood pressure.

i'erhaps you know it.. So sometimes I get irritated lor nothing'

Please dd not mind." lsaid, Bhante why should l? But sometimes

when you treat me as a paid secretary ltoo get blood pressure. But

i nevdr torget to respeit you as, a daringEuddhist monk iith a

revolutionary spirit to revive Theravad Buddhism to show the original

teachings of the Buddha,

Tci the Buddhists of NePal

ln this way I had long timg experience with his sometimes

whimsical utteiances and bizane English he had learned iri Sri

Lanka while he was in his study ol Buddhism.

- 
I still remember how we used to discuss with each olher time

and again to reactivate The Dharmodaya Sabha with new timely

programs .He used to say, Asha Ram Guruiu allthe grganizations,

be iof politics, orof religious activities or again ol anyotheractivities

are made alive only in times of the need. Thus I spent many years

with Ven Arndtananda in Nepal and foreign toum ard travels quaneling

and agreeingto sofue the problems coming time and again in running
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the Dharmodaya Sabha. But I was never close to him in the
strictest sense of the terms as his devoted upasakas and upasikas
were meekly accepting allwhat he said. And still he used to love
me and seek advises lrom me and Mr.. Mani Harsha Jyoti and Mr.
Daya Bir Singh Kansakar. We were a bit critical of him some times
when he showed his dictatorial tendencies in Dharmodaya aflair and
stillweneverlailedto respect him asthe Chairman of fre Dharmodaya
Sabha.

lstill rememberwhen lwas in Ananda Kuti Viharwith him to
discuss on some buming problems. We used to quanel sometimes
and immediately come to terms and when we were discussing the
future programs for the projects to be taken by the Dharmodaya
Sabha, he heaved a long sigh and said to me," Asha Ram Guruju,
I think I willdie all alone here in this room devoid ol any helpers even
to give mea cup of hot water. I said," Bhante, it is not a big thing .You
mustnot be so much disappointed. Why doyou not ask the people
coming here every now and then for filling your thermos bottle with
hot water? And Bhante, my request to you is that you keep wolking
so late at night in preparing your books on the important people of the
Buddhas time. ltwould be betterforyou to keep yourthermos bottle
nearlou to take water when you feei the need. fhe work which you
have been doing is so momentous a job. lt makes yoir immortal .So
far no scholars and researchers have under taken this tedious but
very important job to put belore the people all about the important
kings, Bhikkhus, Bhikkhunis, Upasakas . Upasikas and other
ordinary people with particular activities sometimes of criminaltype
and sometimes ol lrivolous nature. The series ol the books you are
presenting to the Buddhist world in general and Nepa.lese people in
particular even though theywere bom in Nepal where Lord Buddha
also was born.

After a few months of this type of mutual discussions with Ven
Amritrananda I had a very unpleasant news thal he was lying

unconscious for about ten hours in Anandakuti Vihar. When the
upaskas forced open tre door bolted lrom insille they found him lying
unconscious and tey immediately informed Mani Harshaiyoti Sahuji
who on hearing the news, reached Anandakuti Vihar and immediately
brought him to Bir Hospitaland the doctors brought him backto his
senses. ll was because ol his high blood pressure, Doctors attending
on him said,. We heaved a great sigh of relief. Atter a tew years
again t got the news that he had passed away in his own working
chairwi[r his handsshebhingtovrardstrewaterjug. Thusacharismalic
careerof Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabircameto an end. lcould not
help crying even thougrh I know how Lord Buddha was consoling Ven
Ananda, hisowncousin broherand caretakerweepingwifr unstopped
sighs and unstopped llow ol tears from my eyes

The life of Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir is, in deed, a
speclacular one in many respects ol deep study, boldness, and
courageous. Thinking. Avery handsomeperson attracting the people
with his ever smiling face reddened with blood ever youthlul to look
at is always an attraction for any body who happens to look at him.

Finally with still scores of memoribs both sweet and sour still
waiting to come out I pay my hearty homage to the departed Bhante
and pray for him lor the abode in Sukhavati heaven of the Buddha
Amitabh and rememberto chanl;'

ANNICHHAWATA SANKHABA I)PPAD VAYA DHAMMINO'

UPAJHHITWA NIRUJHHANTI TESAM UPASAMO SUKHA.

OM NAMO EHAGABATE SARBADURGATI PARISODHANA
RAJAYA TATHAGATAYA HARTE SAMMEK SAMBUDDGAYA
TATHAGATAYA OM SODHANA SODHANE VISODHANE
VISAODHANE SARBA PAPA VISODHANE SIHEA PAYA

VISODHANE SUDDHE VISUDDHE SARBA PAPA VISSUDHE
SARBA KABMA BARANA VISHODHANE SWAHA.
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'st-f, crf{r rrft go r+qr+} sfi EFrdx,'{qr fuq {wre
crteq" 1116, qrrl1 rFgl-a gd crtl{r t +qrqrf rJt66-qrc

Hftil{rfi,t\r+}fW' t dfr wtrqqr fu-rry ptlqtr

tn-6nEre sqrftr erq gt66't*ilo fuq ga*v ramfl+t,
Frq wra*v'q6nrf41, ft+q ryn-onw ftr+qk,
ftctHqqw< wrerk'<, stqanttt+ q€rs{k{, RrEJk

trq.q-ft r srflnk+r qrqfuqr66qr qEIrcT{ rff{
qftxq-+1 flrfr r ffit{q tr{r.FT stfitaer gr. h(dqm
Wrfi-+i trTlqk€qr ffid-d sm +rfu-qqr Erde<

qrttqT srsl'smqqr qT. qffi{rs grrftrqrg Rrrkr
rrrqsr rrftrt'& fH r tqt tct rrgd c< qtqr q-aruffi

m gad rrr{{rErc qrN-6 stdtfi < dqrtaeT T<rdksrc
3nfifu qfua-fi s<( rt{rT\r+1i{1fr t

+n M {< v{qr Hftrx qnqr66qrc sarrrtft

gtat ffiT.TrffiF-n Bn-3nqil sTrqr+1qrffi+, qffiq(
tqT rr{r+q+1 f}rfr r sm ffi orfurrqr gffir
fu{rfr 1o E{tfu Frqtrr &rTflH €qE{. qfl+s
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ftffi st{ltam qBdHq qFrcR { (qfrrd Etq-ftq1

r+nr Tqrtrtil qT{arft kT(-+1 fYql r gqstrd x-rqt
qiqft k6rs +1v.+.r u-(s gmcm erffii qffi f{qr
Frqiur qsqq ffi-Fr qrdr{--qrt q:qi rrdq\r+1fY* I

ilt q-6i q-tnr rilP+q F{r6RA qffi fffirs +lsqr
qr< BrFrqkilf,r ( gffi *{qr tqrqftt+I 6ft
6-rfrMl, r+nr vr{ q\r+1fid ls16 6rffi-{qr
qsqiro.Fr d€fltc +flqrdErc cfrwr rr{ r(r+l flml I

{qt{q<r{rfi rFrstfi {fq-dqmfl FFF{retrerqr+ilq{

Tftvqq stn. orritq +rffi ces kro$ltl-<'n
Tiqrm{ rI+{qa;r fqrn r

qfirqfffir fu{rs@ kEt,qr rfrmFfrr
.Froqr$ | qElnrq k6rcr ffi"ffi qFaqffl amrql

3{r?FF(fr f{qrcftfi-q k{+-{r smftrdr wqq rfr 1

qMftrdrcr fufrrdr e-drqr4, sm rro-d-c *'csr: serq'

r ir&q Eqehl f)rq\ r zn*+-rror rgq qfrfu qi frrqtq-{

qfts 4qt6R ffiI ilqrfiRfr s-o,S q-6q

gcwR tqr wilqFre eqTq rrM fH r *ff +t{frncr
k6R-+,r *-<rtqeT F+q r{u-<firo l++-e-+ rF!r{t'd sTEl'FsTI

(q-6 ir€ qicT ( drft +rir +1 qh v--ru utcflt'ft
ffsr6rft ffifi r1-{raqr+i firfr r ffit 3116 TcI

qT<r.F 6s+ vqrkq st6 Tffifi ffi a-qqr

iqrm*rqr+l qrdqkfir ffi6-+,r {qr<6 qtsrfi-r srffiA

ch Gnd q<rar errz ird rrq+1 fYd I

sdfir sFFtFI fiq.5,r {difiI.r{d Tr{{i{
sq-rrft r efinwrqr ftntd 6kss gd nrq-fr Tdk{qT

qftrqrfi ma rteq gd+1 stcr+rq Etqm+r Ess-66

rrc]srft G s<r E{T66'6arg;t qFr trd< gcr+q r
+.6slqr REI e-(t{ .rRs+1 6 1 5q-ifr *u q6il
qrrrdr{Rr T-d-{qr slrmk( s\6. nrkFfi Eqs ilR
qftflrqqEKAtno+oqr 5tn Aurcqrqr qftsr-d rTqd

ilr* "r iqrq drqrg *E,,iqrq rrrr sq, q.++Fq

kancrnq-o hFr* 1r s-cr ft{eTrf,s.i q-a6fo6 qp1

i.tqdr go- qgffir a-qrtrfi sqmr qriil€6-6 qr'Tr'ii'

fuq r +1ursqrfr sm. qqffi qrqrk+ gsRerflt <tql

f+-*rq-+cqaft +s{qr ilfl-{rfr gr+1 $d-+1 ftrcqr

qrdlTrtqsri-< kqqor da uqi"qdi rY, +akfl;I,
qTq{t{6 (Er iqTat-.m 1trq fo1|d rimqggilt 3lqqrFrd

.fi nn-q FTqM +,r.{rft rrd Brnffi scFR (

{1mrrqsq f\reTr, ffiqrffil+'q erqftrr d{r6q ttMl
drr crrr rrfr ffTofirqi-{ rrH A r orft-q BIrd-sfi

ifeimr dcf-Erc ft qTqTn tstn. er<ttt{ <tq+qr+} fH t

rrtqrrn *'{, <rE {€g, {Et-{dl3( r+fft Tta, rrf,{6r$

r{rqr, q{ft( trfel, qqrq qr5-{,-frnma gm qqka-i

+drffi qC-qrf\ q-dR qH ErfI rtrr fqq I

qffi trEqrqT 6 vEqfq5pti eTrft'q {a*fi,
;rT(rqqqer, g-dffi{ s ffiou $ft mTrqlm-df

sn.11s{r rtq'r fqS r RrftTrfir s6qrN ankfrr
qrIS ${tffi Ers-dqr ce-t qqFq-r srqt+.-{ rrft

ga-d wtm rH strtc cw\'frr f\q t

*affiwd,-{r
ffiIr( I qrlrd uara utry w-g'rdrdfurd sr{w{

q{ 1rrfr 5{={eT A-cq Ms rrtrr ffi.rffis
rft\ror qr:{n +ff66qT srsi-fi +s { ffia +iq
gq 1 aq-1-al fff ttT ;F'sdf*IFrr ffi rtEl{i-d
qrcn c6@ flrfr r<rnffi+r wEen uk era

qitfu kam qn q.frnm vfi +tq q@rE\-+l fr t

irq-ds {tr{rs crdd t{qr+1fr ilgfrsqr qqr{
qffi +M fiTorft q\r+l errftq qrkqr
qnrs-f{ r

q-d-{r r1l+1 * 1 qnft66l sfi-6 dE ffi\ rM
trssTsql rfcrr{ qftE-dr{ 6r.{rfr.rd d{A *sffi
qFT qial a r qq-or 3TszIH TcRr<{ errflA rwrerkd

ffiff ffe-{rkr q<rrr4 q@argi { q{r.RFRT

ffqrltr€ {rq{r ffi sqg{ H-fr-m Eqqlqts'Fa
qsg-c qt rtflr+1 d I s* T*r *a gq,

q-drsfr qh E-{rsfu qlqtd qqr\rd a r qQrrfr ffiq
Er+frr< ffi qh vtr +rffi rafm qt+lq t

BTHift sc'ifu t{sr'ff qr{Effi ilq,
fucrfrr, 6f{dr sqBqr .rti' fr_{rtff Kq'{t
rrftt e I tr{ wErTqI qzF'reTqin} ilfYr
k-qrdq-q'r f\Ter666t BTrHr t{qrrffi
gatrd, ffi, Efo-ae-cenft frq, 6kdt,
trEfrr i-q ernqt q-q qrfu+qr r6rE ftE
g ar:.+ta rr<q I

-iffi,fllEi=-
frEa ErftT : looe, glrtr<-{A t+ER, qqrrl

'a---,-"'-5-'I

st{ : YR\.eqYRo, wtrFRt : YRlqos'g

t-t-( : anandkuti@mail.com
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