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Conquer anger through gentleness,

unkindness through kindness, greed through
generosity, and falsehood by truth.
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Ven'ble Amritananda Mahasthabir, the pioneer
monk to revive Therabad Buddhism in Nepal

The kingdom of Nepal has, since prehistoric times, been known
allthe world over as the Buddhist country because of the emergence
ofthe Etemnal Beacon over the hillock in the westem side of Kathmandu
Valley over a fully blown lotus flower with it's 108 petals. Itis known
filltoday as the Swoyambhu Maha Caitya now developed with the
installation of the five meditating Buddhas- Bairochana, Ackhhyobhyo,
Ratna Sambhav, Amitabha and Amoghsiddhi fasing east- south
comer, east, south, west and north respectively. The self emerging
beacon blazing over the big lotus flower developed outof alotus
seed sown by Lord Bipaswi in the big lake spreading it's stretch of
water over the wide area occupied by the present day Kathmandu
Valley .The Swoyambhu Maha Caitya now is standing as the
sentinel of peace.

Historically speaking, Lord Sakya Muni Buddha, the 28" Buddha
in the hierarchy of 28 human Buddhas as described in The Buddha
Vamsa, the Khuddaka Nikaya of The Tripitaka, the most authentic
collection of 32000 thousand sermons delivered by Lord Sakya
Muni Buddha in his 45 years of missionary travels in the northern
Uttarakhand of the Indian Sub Continent and 2 thousand sermons
delivered by his most learned disciple monks.

Rapid study of the history of Buddhism Nepal

Born in Lumbini Nepal on the Day of Baisakh Full Moon
" Day[May] 623 BC Prince Siddhartha attained The Supreme
Enlightenment on the day of Baisakh Full Moon day itself and again
after 35 years of his missionary life Lord Buddha passed away on
the Baisakh Full Moon day itself atthe age of 80.The advent of Lord
Buddha inaugurated a new epoch of reasoning on the natural
phenomena instead of blindly believing in the God Almighty as
believed by the Hindus, Moslems, Christians and other religions.
Buddha again inaugurated an era of studying the human suffering
and of other creature as per law of nature and deep investigation on
their causes..In other religions like Vedic thinking the followers of the
Vedic cult and other religions to follow after the passing away of Lord
Buddha believed that the whole cosmos was created by God, the
Almighty, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient.. Before entering
into an ascetic life prince Siddhartha was educated up o the age of
sixteen by the Brahmin saints and sages who believedin God The
Almighty but after attaining the Supreme Enlightenment he proceeded
to Banaras where his five followers Kaundannya, Bappa, Bhaddiya
Mahanama and Aswajit were practising penance after deserting
Prince Siddhartha when he had taken food after three months of
severe meditation under the Bodhi Tree in Gayaand as a resulthe
could proceed to the era of new thinking about the sufferings of
human beings in general and the living creatures in general.

 To deliver his first sermon to the already mentioned five ascetics
following him he addressed them as his Dharma Brothers and told
them that He has come to them in Banaras to deliver his first ever
sermon under the name of Dharma Chakra Prabartana Sutra. He
said" O, Bhikkhus | have got the Enlightenment | wanted to get. It
is never discovered by any body nor has any body heard about

Prof. Asha Ram Sakya

them." PUBBE ANASUTESHU DHAMMESU, YANAM
UTPANNA, PAYYA, UTPANNA, ALOKA UTPANNA and
CHACHHYU UTPANNA, Theyare the truths about the suffering, its
causes, its ending and the way to end them .They are known as the
four NOBLE TRUTHS and also the NOBLE EIGHTFOLD PATHS
and last but not the least rather the mostimportant s the LAW of
DEPENDENT ORIGINATION.

On the fifth day of the month of Srawan he had delivered the
most important sermon on the Theory of Impermanence, Anatta
Laxana Sutra. The whole of the teachings of Lord Buddha are based
on reason and logic remaining complete silence on the belief of other
people believing in the never destructible so-called SOUL and GOD,
THE ALMIGHTY

The main aim of the Buddha's teachings as enumerated in the
doctrine of the four noble truths, the Noble Eightfold Paths and the
Law of Dependent Origination .He never felt the need of the presence
of the gods and the permanent soul as he could never find such
things in his 6 year's search for the truths quiding the destiny of a
man. Besides, human Mindis the mostimportant a subject for trying
to end the sufferings as experienced by human beings. A man is
what he does, sees or thinks, nothing else. No need to seek the
favor of God because in so doing a manloses his own independence
and sovereignty. He will have to live in the mercy of the so-called
God, Allah or Christ or any other super power agencies responsible
forthe fate of a man as believed by the blind followers of religion.

According to the Law of Dependent Origination, Raga [greed],
Dwesha|dissatistaction] and Moha [delusion]] are the root causes of
human suffering., -

Abidya pacchayo sankhara | Ignorance creates habitual
tendencies]

Sankhara pacchayo winnyana [Habitual tendencies creates
power to sense]

Vinnanyna pacchayo Nama- Rupa [Habitual tendency creates
name and form]

Nama Rupa Pacchayo Sadayaiana[Name and form create the
six sense organs]

Six sense organs create Sparsa [Eyes, ears, nose, tongue,
body and mind creates touch]

Sparsathatistouch creates Vedana [touch by the eyes, years,
nose, tongue, body and mind create sensations]

Vedana pachhayo tanha[Sensations create tanha thatis greed
Trisna in Sanskrit and Tannah in Pali]

Tannha pachhayo Upadana Skandha [ Upadana is to keep
clinging to the worldly ideas and possessions like money ,houses,
sons ,daughteretc.]

Upadana Skanchacreates all kinds of suffering- physical, mental



and all other factors deeply connected with our life

This chain of 12 links is known as the theory of dependent
origination

The basic teachings of lord Buddha are based on these twelve
links responsible for our life system.

Lord Buddha in his forty five years of missionary travels in the
northem part of the Then Indian Sub- Continent created a new epoch
of thinking about our own selves in relation to other factors concemed
with our every day life thus opening a new vista of approaching the
factsof the universe.

Aiter Lord Buddha passed away his foremost disciple Ven
Maha Kasyap organized the first congregation of the five hundred
Arhats to collect all the 82000 sermons delivered by Lord Buddhain
his 45 years of missionary life. The First Sangiti The First Synod or
Ecclesiastical Conference divided Lord Buddha's sermons in three
baskets- Sutra Pitaka, Vinaya Pitaka and Avidhamma Pitaka to
safeguard these sermons from being misinterpreted by the people.
Hundred years after, the second Maha Sangiti was held under the
chairmanship of Ven .Revata Mahasthabira and this second
conference also maintained the same stand as the first did . Later
again, after 150 years Emperor Ashoka organized the third Maha
Sangiti, the third council and this time too Ven Mogali Putta Tissa
[Upaguptain Mahayana] the spiritual teacher of the Emperor Ashoka
adhered to the Therabad System though twelve different vehicles
had already been developed. Emperor Ashoka followed the Therabad
tradition and sent Buddhist Missions to Sri Lanka under the leadership
of Ven Mahendra Maha Sthabir his eldest son and his elder daughter
Sangha Rakshita, in the form of a Buddhist nun .He had sent his

second daughter Charumati as the leader of the Buddhist monks' .

delegation for the propagation of Buddhism by ;launching a campaign
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of setting up 84000 stupas with Buddha's relics enshrined inside.
.Princess Charumati had entered in to Kathmandu Valley already
sanctified by The Great Swayambhu Maha Caitya, the most ancient
Buddhist Caitya bearingit's pre historic background. She had married
Prince Devapala of Devapattan ,the eastemn part of the Kathmandu
and had set up four stupas in the four cardinal direction of Lalitpur
which already had developed as a city.

Later, incourse of time, in the beginning of the 7" century A.D..
Buddhist monks of the Nalanda University and Vikramsheela
University like Ven. Shanta Rakshit, Ven Kamal Sheela and Ven
Padmasambhava visited Kathmandu to pay respect to the
Swoyambhu Maha Caitya and then to proceed to Tibet via
Kathmandu. Later, when Deepankar Shree Gyan Atisha visited
Kathmandu in the beginning of 3" century the Boddhisattwa Yana
was developed in Kathmandu and the Therabad slowly disappeared
in course of three or four hundred years of various changes coming
into the religious life of the Kathmandu people A time came when to
see a Buddhist monks in his yellow robe we had to satisfy ourselves
with standing figures of Lord Buddha's foremost disciples Maha
Madgallyayan and Sariputra in the form of stone sculptures or bronze
statues standing on either side of the shrine room of the Buddhain a
Buddhist monastery.. For hundreds of years Nepalese Buddhists
specially of Kathmandu Valley followed the Boddhisattwa yana, that
is, Mahayana and later Vajra Yana. It was because of anti Buddhist
kings like Jayasthiti Malla and his Hindu predecessors that Theravada
Buddhism had to suffer but still though following Mahayana and
Vajrayan developed after the second Maha Sangiti and Third Maha
Sangti referred to above scholars from The Nalanda and Bikrama
Sheela universities came to propagate the Mahayana and Vajra
Yana tradition in Nepal.

The Revival of Theravad Buddhism in Nepal

When we speak of the revival of Theravad Buddhism we
remember the cruel anti- Buddhist policies of the Rana regime.
Duringthe regime of the then Rana Prime Minister Juddha Shumshere
JBR, five Theravad Buddhist monks were expelled from Nepal and
the Buddhists then set up the Dharmodaya Sabha, a National
Buddhist Organization of Nepal and started agitating against the anti-
Buddhist regime of Nepal where Lord Buddha was born.

When we speak about the revival of the Theravad Buddhism,
the original teachings of the Buddha as collected and classified into
Sutrapitak, Vinayapitak and Abhidhamma pitak we immediately
remember the then Ven. Mahapragya and his disciple Ven.
Amritananda Mahasthabir. Ven Mahappragya did a lot for the revival
of Theravad Buddhism and his young disciple Ven Amritananda
who was ordained as a Shramanera in Kusinagara by Ven
Chandramani Mahasthabir from Arakan and settling in Kusinagara in
India for the propagation of the Buddhist teachings. Later, after a few
years, Ven Amritananda was ordained as a full-fledged monk under
the preceptorship of Ven Chandramani Mahasthabir. Since then Ven
Amritananda who had left home for leading a Buddhist monk's life did
study Tripitaka for many years in Sri Lanka and started the campaign
of raising the voice of the Buddhists against the Ranas, not by
political propaganda but by writing simple books on the teachings of
the Buddha and wandering in the eastem and western Newar districts
and villages by delivering sermons on the Buddhist way of life

Ven Mahapragya, Ven Pryagyananda Mahasthabir, a Buddhist
trader in Lhasa had become a Ghelungin Lhasa to lead alife of a
recluse to quide the ignorant people of Nepal towards leading a life of
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austerity and of pious approach as per the teachings of Lord Buddha
Later he was converted to the life a Buddhist monk as per traditions
of Theravad system. Ven Dhammaloka, Vien Mahanama and Ven.
Ven Subodhananda and fis elder brother Veri Sakyananda and a
few more monks from Bhojpur and Palpa Tansen are the pioneers in
reviving Theravad Buddhism in Nepal..

Ven. Amritananda was bomn in the Shakya family of Tansen.
His forefathers had migrated to Tansen as per orders of the then king
Rana Bahadur Shaha to protect his son Prince Girbanayudhha from
the infection of small pox epidemics usually spreading as epidemics
in Nepal. All the parents with their children not having small pox
were expelled from Kathmandu Valley. As a result many families
had to migrate to Bhojpur, Khikhanmach in the east and Palpa
Tansen in the east .The family of Ven Amritananda were from Hakha
Tole in Lalitpur and they were the members of Hiranyavarna Maha
Vihar of Lalitpur, the most beautiful city in Kathmandu when viewed
from the stand point of arts and culture .Lal Kazi Shakya was the
household name of Ven Amritananda before he renounced his lay life
to become a novice as per advice of his teacher Ven. Maha Pragya.
He was a very active young man very often participating in performing
dramas, playing different parts of heroes, villains or sometimes even
vagabonds but when he came into contact with Ven. Maha Pragya
he was completely changed and even without taking permission
from their parents to become ordained as a Shramanera Laterwhen
Ven Mahapryagya was arrested by the agents of the Ranas for
delivering sermons on Buddhist teachings he was also with his
teacher, Thus he had to be injail for about a few months His teacher
and himself, after release, were not allowed to be in Nepal. So both
of them wentto Kushinagarin India where Lord Buddha had passed
away and he was ordained there as a full fledged monk under the
preceptorship of Ven Chandramani Maha Sthabir.

Then after a few years of his study of Buddhist Tripitaka he took
initiative to found the Dharmodaya Sabha to organize the Buddhists
of Nepal and to protest against the autocratic regime e of the Ranas
and their order to expel five Buddhist monks from Nepal. [t was in
1944 AD. Ven, Amritananda was elected General Secretary of The
Dharmodaya Sabha, Ven. Chandramani Mahasthabir was elected
asthe Chairman and Bhadanta Ananda Kausalyan Maha Sthabir as
the vice-chairman while Upasaka Maniharsha Jyoti Kansakar, one
of the leading industrialists of Nepal was elected treasurer .Ven.
Mahanama, Ven. Sakyananda, Ven Subodhananda wereall elected
lifie members of the Dharmodaya Sabha.

In1950/51 A.D. The Nepali Congress revolted against the 104
years of the autocratic regime of the Ranas for proclaiming the

democratic regime under the constitutional kingship of His Majesty
King Tribhuvan Bir Bikram ShahDeva. On 7" of the month of
Falgun, 2007 BS [18" of Feb1951 A.D] the Ranas were gone and
under the Interim Constitution of 2007 the first ever democratic
government was set up by H.M. King Tribhuvan under the

_ Premiership of Late Matrika Prasad Koirala. The then Chairman of

Nepali Congress Then the Dharmodaya Sabha was brought to
Kathmandu from Kalingpong in India and Buddhist monks were also
allowed to come to Nepal.

Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir was, since his young age, a
man of revolutionary spirit. He tried fon start a revolution among the
Nepalese Buddhists by reviving the Buddhist tradition removed far
away from the original concept of the Buddha to release oneself from
all kinds of suffering through the Sheela, Samadhi and Pragya as
practiced in Theravad tradition. He started writing books onthe Life
ofthe Buddha and all other Sutras in easily understandable language
both in Nepali and Newar language .Already Ven Pragyananda
Mahasthabir, Ven Mahanama, and many other monks had started
moving from villages to villages to preach the teachings both primary
and standard among the Buddhist laity people for their welfare. But
Veen Amritananda was very progressive and untiring in his missionary
life covering both writing and preaching simultaneously.

In 1950 A.D. Late Dr. Malalasekara, a very renowned authority
in Buddhism and international diplomacy invited all the Buddhist
leaders ti Sri Lanka to form The World Fellowship of the Buddhists of
the world and on that sacred occasion he established the World
Fellowship of the Buddhists in Sri Lanka with a constitution drafted
and passed in the first ever Intemational Buddhist Conference heldin
Colombo, the Capital town of Sri Lanka. Ven Amritananda and Mr.
Maniharsha Jyoti Kansakar had participated in that conference as
the Nepalese Delegation headed by Ven Amiitananda himself. .As
per consfitutional provision laid down in the Constitution of the WFB,
the second International Buddhist Conference was held in Japan in
1952 A.D. Under the auspices of the Japanese Buddhist Federation.
The third Conference was held in Rangoon under the auspices ofthe
Union Buddha Sashana Council of Burma and it was in that third
Intemational Buddhist Conference of the WFB that The Dharmodaya
Sabha had participated under the leadership Ven. Amritananda, the
Chairman of The Dharmodaya Sabha. With the kind permission of
H.M King Tribhuvan The Dharmodaya Sabha had requested the
WFB Executive Committee. To permit Nepal to hold the 4th
International Conference of the WFB, The Nepalese delegation to the
Rangoon Conference was very much inspire to getan opportunity to
develop friendship and Buddhist solidarity with world Buddhist
organizations .as the request of Nepal was unanimously accepted
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by the 3% International Conference of the Buddhists of the world in

1954 A.D. The 4" international Conference of the World federation of

the Buddhists was decided to be held in Kathmandu, the ancient
. capital town of Kathmandu.

Ven Amritananda was elected Chairman, Epic Poet Shree
Chittadhar Hridaya, Ven Aniruddha Mahasthabira. Prof. Soorya
Bahadur Shakya, Mr. Asha Ram Shakya as vice chairmen,
secretary general assistant secretary general respectively. Mr. Mani
Harsha Jyoti was elected the treasure as usual. To seek advice
from Dr. Malala Sekera, the Chairman of the WFB and to make
proper arrangement for hosting the 4* WFB Intemational Buddhist
Conference, a Buddhist delegation led by Ven Amritananda
Mahasthabir with Mr. Mani Harsha Jyoti, Prof, Soorya Bahadur
Shakya and Mr. Loka Darshan Vajracharya as the members of the
delegation had visited Sri Lanka in 1953..

The delegation retumned to Nepal after consulting with Dr,
Malalasekera and other Sri Lankan Buddhist scholars. .Brisk
preparation was then made to hold the 4" WFB Conference in the
month of November but Prof. Soorya Bahadur Shakya resigned
from the general secretaryship for health reasons and | was
unanimously elected General Secretary of The Dharmodaya Sabha
init's general assembly.

Active as Ven Amritananda always was, brisk preparations
were made for the successful hosting and holding of the 4" Intemational
of the Buddhists of the world. .Ven. Amritananda by then had
already been an international figure in the entire Buddhist world as he
always led the Buddhist Delegations from Nepal in almost all the
Buddhist countries .While he was studying Buddhism in Sri Lanka
in his young age in the Wajirarama Vihar of Bombalapitiya, Colombo
he had learn to speak English Language .Though not educated in
colleges and universities he could communicate with the English
speaking Buddhist Communities in broken English. It was a great
giftfor him when we, as the responsible members of the Dhartmadaya
Sabha in the preparation of the first ever international conference to
be held in Kathmandu, Nepal were mobilizing the lay Buddhists of
Nepal and the students of Tri Chandra College o guide the delegations.
Five hundred delegates from 45 countries were invited to participate
in the conference. It was inaugurated in the Tundikhel of Kathmandu
by H,M King Mahendra Bir Bikram Shaha Deva and the inaugural
ceremony was presided over by H.M King Mahendra himself It
was aunique conference being participated by 500 Buddhist scholars
andlay Buddhistmen from 45 countries with the participation of the

entire Nepalese people in Kathmandu. It was a veryimportant and
momentous conference in the history of Nepal immediately after the
declaration of democratic government by Late King Tribhuvan .Ven
Amritananda could give a very successful leadership to the
organization of the 4" Intemational Conference. The otherimportant
personalities were Late Daya Bir Singn Kansakar, Mr. Mani Harsha
Jyotias the treasurer, late Mr. Murti Man Shakya, Mr. Purna Kazi
Tamrakar as the assistant secretary general, Mr. Pushpa Rathna
Sagar. Mr.Krishna Bahadur Mananadhar as the chief of Information
and publicity officer.Mr. Samyak Ratna Bajracharya, and a host of
other dignitaries..

After the successful conclusion of the 4" WFB conference in
Kathmandu the delegates were all taken to Lumbini, the sacred birth
place of the Buddha by mien a special charter of two Dakota planes.
Important among the delegates Dr. Ambedkar from India, Rev.
Chaupuchao from the Peoples Republic of China.. Mr. Christmas
Humphrey of the U.K. and many other dignitaries and Buddhist
scholars from so many different countries Buddhists and non-
Buddhists ansen | had then request all the delegates to make plans
for the development of Lumbini as the sacred Buddhist pilgrimage. It
was in November 1956.

Ven Amritananda thus proved himself an able Buddhist leader of
the Buddhist world. Besides we who were working as his team had
also rendered the best of cooperation. The students of Tri Chandra
college both boys and girls were all helping quides to the 45 delegations
tothe 4" International Conference of the WFB

Since the Ven. Amritananda participated in almost all thee WFB
conferences. He was in a way a wanderer suffering from wander
lust though of course for meaningful purposes. He had traveled
round the world as the leader of the Nepalese Buddhists. Actually it
wasin his efforts that the revival; of Theravad Buddhism prospered.
Of course the contributions of other monks were in no way less
important.

Ven Amritananda has written more than 69 books in both Newar
Language and Nepali . His best contribution was the compilation of
the Buddhist monks, lay men, lay women, kings and lay Buddhist
nuns and other leaders of other religions of the time of the Buddha.
The Buddhakalin Series are his immortal works.

He was a great helping hand for Ven Dhammaloka when he
was constructing a small hamlet by way of establishing the Ananda
Kuti Vihar. It was Veen Dhamma Loka who had gone to Burma for the




Buddha figure of the white marble now being enshrined inthe Ananda
Kuti Vihar Temple

Ven Amritananda was already married when he renounced his
lay life to become a Buddhist monk. His daughter Vimala was stillin
her mother's womb when he left the house. Later, he set up the first
Buddhist Boarding School under the name of Ananda Kuti Buddhist
Boarding High School in the wester side of the Swayambhu hill.

ltwas under the leadership of Ven Amritananda that the Buddhist
monks started increasing in number and it was he who could be
instrumental to send Sramaneras to Sri Lanka. Burma, China
Thailand and Japan and the Buddhist monasteries also grew in
numbers. Besides, his own wife Ven Sangha Mitta was also a
Buddhist nun after he renounced the lay life. A new spirit of studying
Buddhist scriptures, Tripitaka and other Buddhist magazines also
appeared among the youths of Nepal. With most active cooperation
from us he could move forward in spreading Theravad Buddhismin
allthe districts of Nepal.

Ven Amritananda could maintain a very close relationship with
King TriBhuvanaand King Mahendra and also H.M king Birendra
inviting their majesties in Ananda Kuti Vihar onthe auspicious occasion
of the Baisakh Full Moon day, the triple blessed day of birth,
enlightenment and the great Nirvana of Lord Buddha. In short, we
must not hesitate to say that Ven Amritananda revived the new
repoch of Theravada Buddhism since it's disappearance from Nepal
in Malla dynasties.

Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabiris an efficient leader in the history
of the revival of the Theravad Buddhism in Nepal since some
seventy years ago. He had first started delivering sermons on the
sacred occasions in Lalitpur, Kathmandu and Bhaktapur. After the
historic 4* International Conference of The WFB held in Nepala new
era of the Theravad Buddhism has been opened for those who want
ostudy deepin the original teachings of Lord Buddha. The contribution
of Ven. Amritananda is always cherished. He had established The

Anandakuti Bihar Guthi and a monthly magazine Ananda Bhoomi *

by name is also being published as the mouth piece of all the
aclivities being carried in different districts of Nepal .thus creatinga
chain of Theravad Buddhist monasteries on one handand the other
agreat possibility to inspire many young people towards the great
humanistic revolution started by lord Buddha some 2548 years ago.
Lord Buddna is the most modern scientific thinker so far known in the

history of the world as an unparalleled innovator, leader. Humanistic
spokesman and finally a great psychologist to treat the human
sufferings through The Avidhamma, the science of the human mind
and it's various activities.

Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir had the problem high blood
pressure Sometimes | still remember how he used to get irritated for
no reason and show anger to us who were busy in making
preparations for the forth-coming 4" WFB Conference in Nepal held
in the last week of the month of November, 1956 AD .As the
secretary General of the Dharmodaya Sabha | was very busy in
running the activities of the works being undertaken for the successful
hosting of the first ever Intemational Conference inthe history of the
Kingdom of Nepal .He wanted me to see always clad in suit and
pants with a very attractive tiein the neck .| was, of course, ofthe
opinion that to maintain the identity of Nepalese culture and way
dressing used to put on Mayalposh and Suruwal with a good coat
and the Bhadgaule Cap on the head to show to the foreigners as a
Nepali. We always differed in this matter. He advising to be in suit
and pants and me sticking to the national dress. One afternoon when
he came to office he all of a sudden burstupon me and I too retaliated
very gently burfirmly sticking to my own national dress of Mayalposh
and Suruwal with Bhadgaule topi on my head. After some time he
just called me n and said," Asha Ram Guruju, | have blood pressure.
Perhaps you know it.. So sometimes | get irritated for nothing.
Please do not mind." | said, Bhante why should I? But sometimes
when you treat me as a paid secretary | too get blood pressure. But
| never forget to respect you as, a daring Buddhist monk with a
revolutionary spirit to revive Theravad Buddhism to show the original
teachings of the Buddha,

To the Buddhists of Nepal

In this way | had long time experience with his sometimes
whimsical utterances and bizarre English he had leamned in Sri
Lanka while he was in his study of Buddhism.

| still remember how we used to discuss with each other time
and again to reactivate The Dharmodaya Sabha with new timely
programs .He used to say, Asha Ram Guruju all the organizations,
be it of politics, or of religious activities or again of any other activities
are made alive only in times of the need. Thus | spent many years
with Ven Amritanandain Nepal and foreign tours and travels quarreling
and agreeing to solve the problems coming time and againin running
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the Dharmodaya Sabha. But | was never close to him in the
strictest sense of the terms as his devoted upasakas and upasikas
were meekly accepting all what he said. And still he used to love
me and seek advises from me and Mr.. Mani Harsha Jyoti and Mr.
Daya Bir Singh Kansakar. We were a bit critical of him some times
when he showed his dictatorial tendencies in Dharmodaya affair and
still we never failed to respect him as the Chairman of the Dhammodaya
Sabha.

I still remember when | was in Ananda Kuti Vihar with him to
discuss on some buming problems. We used to quarrel sometimes
and immediately come to terms and when we were discussing the
future programs for the projects to be taken by the Dharmodaya
Sabha, he heaved along sigh and said to me," Asha Ram Guruju,
I think | will die all alone here in this room devoid of any helpers even
togive me a cup of hot water. | said," Bhante, itis not a big thing . You
must not be so much disappointed. Why do you not ask the people
coming here every now and then for filling your thermos bottle with
hotwater? And Bhante, my request to you is that you keep working
solate at nightin preparing your books on the important people of the
Buddha's time. It would be better for you to keep your thermos bottle
near you to take water when you feel the need. The work which you
have been doing is so momentous a job. It makes you immortal .So
far no scholars and researchers have under taken this tedious but
very important job to put before the people all about the important
kings, Bhikkhus, Bhikkhunis, Upasakas . Upasikas and other
ordinary people with particular activities sometimes of criminal type
and sometimes of frivolous nature. The series of the books you are
presenting to the Buddhist world in general and Nepalese people in
particular even though they were bom in Nepal where Lord Buddha
also was born.

After a few months of this type of mutual discussions with Ven
Amritrananda | had a very unpleasant news that he was lying

unconscious for about ten hours in Anandakuti Vihar. When the
upaskas forced open the door bolted from inside they found him lying
unconscious and they immediately informed Mani Harshajyoti Sahuiji
who on hearing the news, reached Anandakuti Vihar andimmediately
brought him to Bir Hospital and the doctors brought him back to his
senses. It was because of his high blood pressure, Doctors attending
on him said,. We heaved a great sigh of relief. After a few years
again | got the news that he had passed away in his own working
chair with his hands stretching towards the water jug. Thus a charismatic
career of Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir came toan end. | could not
help crying even though | know how Lord Buddha was consoling Ven
Ananda, his own cousin brother and caretaker weeping with unstopped
sighs and unstopped flow of tears from my eyes

The life of Ven. Amritananda Mahasthabir is, in deed, a
spectacular one in many respects of deep study, boldness, and
courageous. Thinking. A very handsome person attracting the people
with his ever smiling face reddened with blood ever youthful to look
atis always an attraction for any body who happens to look at him.

Finally with still scores of memories both sweet and sour still
waiting to come out | pay my hearty homage to the departed Bhante
and pray for him for the abode in Sukhavati heaven of the Buddha
Amitabh and remember to chant;-'

ANNICHHAWATA SANKHARA UPPAD VAYA DHAMMINO'
UPAJHHITWA NIRUJHHANTI TESAM UPASAMO SUKHA.

OM NAMO BHAGABATE SARBADURGATI PARISODHANA
RAJAYA  TATHAGATAYA HARTE SAMMEK SAMBUDDGAYA
TATHAGATAYA OM  SODHANA  SODHANE  VISODHANE
VISAODHANE SARBA PAPA VISODHANE SARBA  PAYA
VISODHANE ~ SUDDHE VISUDDHE SARBA PAPA VISSUDHE
SARBA KARMA BARANA VISHODHANE SWAHA.
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