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Human Progress :
Reality or Illution ?

Material Consideration

To avoid possible misunderstanding let us for a
moment return to materialism. Regardless of how
. human beings may experience life, they remain
human beings. This means at the very least that they
must breathe, they must eat, during, sleep, be clothed
and sheltered if they live in cold climates. Itis offcourse
perfectly sensible and normal that proper
consideration should be given to this matter. What
however is not sensible and normal? Let alone wise,
is that we should became obsessed with them .This,
tragically enough though, is precisely what has
happen. Instead of deciding, calmly and objectively,
what the optimum requirements are for human
beings as far as material necessities are concerned,
and planning to provide this in sensible and equitable
fashions, we pursue what is known as a higher
standard of living with almost paranoiac intensity.

The two largest political systems in the world,
Communism and Capitalism, are both dedicated to
production and consuming ever increasing quantities
of material goods, and their anly essential
disagreements concerns the methods which should
be used to achieve the maximum output of
materialist's brick-a-back. Off course one can argue

a great deal about what is the minimum requirement -

of material well being for human beings-how many
calories they should consume, how much space they
should occupy etc.,but the important thing is in this
respect that if we get our priorities straight, if we give
up our absurd obsession with accruing material
wealth and power, we should quite naturally gravitate
towards an optimum possession and use‘of material
things — our only incentive for owning a bigger house
than the Joneses of the road, for example, would be
if our family were larger than theirs, not because we
wished to prove that we were wealthier or more
important than they. Also we should understand that
if we could truly loose our ingrained selfishness we
would be as an anxious for others to possess the
optimum material necessicities as we could be to
possess them ourselves. We would, to use and over
worked phrase, love, or have as much concern for
our neighbors as for ourselves.

Egotism And Political Systems Deriving

Therefrom.
Our egocentric view of life is so deeply
entrenched in us that we find in extraordinarily difficult

philip. M.Eden

to stand back, as it were, and observed the working
of the ego in a detached way, since this require
virtually a revolution in our way of experiencing life.
Nevertheless we must try to understand what
egotism means that the way influences and
destructs or lives for this must be the first step in
overcoming deep-seated fair of the vagaries of
existence. let us examine firstly what egotism leads
to in practical politics.

Politics professes to be very concerned with the
relationship of individuals within society and whole
political philosophies, communism for example, are
apparently concern with eliminating the exploitation
of one group of individual by another, in itself a
laudable aim. Politics seeks essentially to remedy
these injustice cure disease by redesigning the
hospital. Through the redesign may improve the
efficiency with which the hospital is run but only if
proper attention is being devoted to the patients in
the first place. The history of communities is, very
few exceptions one long dreary tale of stupidity, cruelty,
greed and exploitation because all the way through
society the majority of individual have been acting
first and foremost from selfish motives, although their
actual words and deeds have frequently been
wrapped in one convenient guise 'of virtue of another.

The native revolutionaries who advocate the
elimination of their existing rulers of the entire so-
called ruling class of a community fail to realize that
the same seeds of exploitation and cruelty lie within
themselves and their followers. Once the opportunity
is placed in their hands they too will. manipulate and
exploit others in the name of justice and progress.
Can anyone, for example, seriously suggest that
the regime of Jo&eph Stalin was not in its essential
features as cruel, stupid and oppressive as any
regime of the old Czars. It is only if the vicious circle
of self-interested can be broken that there is hope
of real progress in politics. Yet the overcoming of
self-interested is something which only the
individual by his own efforts can achieve because it
is not attained by dependence on the grace or
goodwill of anyone else. Once again Buddhist
teaching and training underline this fact and
expound on it. -

Cont.
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Schedule of residential children Anakpana meditation in Dharmashringa

s.n.  Course duration

4 25 -28 feb.2006

5 25 -28 mar.2006
30 -Olapr.2006

Type & course
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vt fearvary =T |

Boys & girls 3days course
girls 2 days course
boys 2 days course

Age group
8-12 years
13-16 years
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