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It is with great pleasure and honour that I
extend, on behalf of the Supreme Sangha Council
and all Thai Buddhists, our warmest mudita

congratulations and best wishes to the Most
Venerable Buddhaghosa Mahathera, members of All

Ui

Neapl Bhikkhu Association and all Nepalese
Buddhists on the auspicious occasion of anointing
the Most Venerable Buddhagosa Mahathera as the
“Sanghanauaka of Nepal."

His monastic disciplinary behavior,
Buddhist scholastic contribution, and leadership
have widely admired and inspired Nepalese
Buddhists and many others to dream and hope for
the future. I would like to express my heartfelt mudita
appreciations.

We join the people of Nepal in celebrating
the felicitation ceremony honoured upon the Most
Venerable Buddhaghosa Mahathera, the
Sanghanayaka of Nepal for his anointment and in
expressing our sincere admiration for the Most
Venerable's enduring efforts to promoting Buddhist,
peace and social harmony of the beautiful nation.
Guided by the Most Venerable's vision, wisdom and
compassion, may Nepal be enjoyed happiness,
peace, progress and development, as well as well-
earned respect and acclaim in the Buddhist world.

The Sanghic relationship between Nepal
and Thailand has its long history of cooperation
and achievements. Nepal being the birthplace of the
Buddha has its great significance to Thai Buddhists.
We hope that our two nation' mutual relationships
and cooperation further strengthen under the
leadership of the new Sanghanayaka of Nepal.

I wish the Most Venerable Buddhaghosa
Mahathera every success as he carries out the
important responsibilities as Sanghanayaka of Nepal.

Siddhamatthu, may all good withes be
accomplished.
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Religion and ideology

What virtues nationalism, patriotism, religion
and ideologies seem to be! When are they ever
questioned? they seem to be eternal verities on
which all our lives are hinged. Nevertheless, when
misconceived are wrongly grasped, they become the
source of communal riots, religious conflict, regional
or racial fights and international wars.

Now look again and you will see that a person
has to be born somewhere or other in this world.
When men and women are born, they inherit
automatically a country, a nationality, a religion, a
political creed or ideology, a language, a social group
or a caste. they choose not one of these things as
preferable to another. one could say that all these
circumstances are accidental.

But a person gets attached to these things
through his idea of self, egoism, and behaves as if
he had, out of premeditation, selected them as best
for himself. He identifies himself with these things
and takes refuge in them. In order to shield himself,
even to make himself important, he begins to glorify
them, to extol them and to worship them.

If someone gets up in public and says a himself
or herself,' I am great, I am noble [ am excellent,' very
likely that person will become a butt of justifiable
ridicule. but if such a person declares in public that
his or her nation, race or religion is noble, great and
excellent which is also a way of self glorification —
that person is likely to be looked up to by far too
many people as a nationalist and patriot. The
meanness and pettiness of such speakers can be
cloaked under the guise of patriotism and
nationalism.

The Romans, whose legal system is still studied
by students in different countries, had and adage:

Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori

"it is a fine and fitting thing to die for one's
fatherland". Such impressive and seductive dicta as
these have led people to violence and war, though it
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has often been pointed out that it is much harder to
live for one's country than to die for it.

No one suggests that any person should ignore
or disregard his or her own country or nationality or
religion. The enigma inherent in patriotism
nationalism and such commitments is: where should
one draw the line? patriotism means to be for one's
own country; nationalism means to be for one's own
nation. There is nothing reprehensible in that; it
seems a good thing. But very soon be for one thing
is to be against something else. To be for one's own
country or nation should not mean to be against
another person's country or nation. Rather, one
should be for the other person's country or nation
just as one is for one's own country or nation. A
person who has no love for the country or nation of
other will not in reality love properly his own country
or nation.

We can learn and important lesson from
Buddhist ethics here. In the cultivation and
development of loving- kindness (Metta) for all living
beings, one begins by loving oneself, which is the
first and easiest step. To love oneself does not mean
at all to hate others. When we love ourselves wisely
and rightly, when we try to abstain from all kinds of
evil and follow the path-of righteousness. Then we
are not in conflict with ourselves and society, and
we are in harmony with ourselves and with the
surroundings. The next step for the person who
cultivates Metta is to love those near and dear to
him, which is also easy. The third stage is to love
one's acquaintances — not very difficult either. The
fourth and last stage is to love one's enemies; this is
very difficult but possible now with one's moral and
spiritual development and experience. When loving
kindness is fully and perfectly developed in a person,
he or she, does not see a difference between himself/
herself, his/her dear ones, his/her acquaintance and
enemies. This is not just a fantasy; it is state.of reality
which a human begin can achieve and attain.
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Can patriotism, nationalism or religion ever
developed into this level of regarding all nations
and cultures with the same kind of love, affection
and respect? Perhaps people like Mahatma Gandi or
vven Ganesh man singh were patriots or nationalists
who loved and respected all other nations and
cultures while loving their own nations, country and
culture.

One has to have discrement, and this requires
careful thought. In all these cases it is better and not
to lump people into categorize is to separate into
distinct and different units and when that is done
one cannot see the whole of life which is a continuous
process, and interaction, to categorize is to see in
fragments. This obstructs seeing the whole. This is
true of all things — nature, beauty, or humanity.

There are extremely few people in this world
who have deliberately chosen one particular religion
after a careful study of the various religious system.
The vast majority of us stick to the religion into
which we are born. Just because I am born into a
religion, it is right or is it fair for me to say that my
religion is the only true religion and that all others
are false ? can there by anything more petty — minded
or narrow- minded than such a conclusion as this ?
simply because I was born as Buddhist, is it right for
me to say that Buddhism is the only true religion and
that all others are false ? if I were born a cristianity is
the only true religion and that all other religion are
false ? or I had been born a Hindu or a Muslim,
should I then say that this religion alone is true and
all others are false ? devotion to one's own religion
is one thing, and can be a good thing; but devotion
to our own religion should never blind us and lead
us to condemn other religions.

It is appropriate here to remember pearl thing
from ancient events. As the great Emperor asoka
aptly said, nearly 2300 years ago:' one should not
honour only one's own religion and condemn the
religions of others, but one should honour others'
religions for this or that reason. So doing, one helps
one's own religion to grow and rendes service to the
religion of others too. In acting otherwise one digs

the grave of one's own religion and also does harm
to other religions. Whosoever honours his own
religion and condemns other religions, does so
indeed through devotion to his own religion
thinking;" I will glorify my own religion." But on
contrary doing so he injures his own religion more
gravely.

In this context it should be mentioned that
fanatic and uncritical adherence to any ideology-
political, economic or social- is an evil of the same
class as religious or national bigotry. These are all
views opinions, theories to which people tend to
hold fast blindly, with attachment, saying;" this alone
is true and right, others are false and wrong." (1dam
eva saccam, mogham annam ). What lord Buddha
says with regard to all such ideologies and views is
very much to the point:' to be attached to one thing
(to a certain view or ideology) and to look down
upon other things ( views or ideologies ) as inferior-
this the wise men call a fetter. (Suttanipata, Verse
798). So humanity is in fetters, in bondage.

This is not to advocate anarchy or chaos. This
only invites us to investigate and understand reality,
to see things as they really are, without deceivings
ourselves with our own fantasies, with our own
mental projections. Seeing things as they are can
never produce discipline, order, harmony and peace.
We tend to be frightened of reality and to close our
eyes to it. We prefer to see things as we want to see
them and not as they are.

Therefore, we young people, after our years of
training in a university and now on the threshold of
new careers, should test things before accepting
them. Use our knowledge to try to things as they
really are, do not accept things just because some
good guys are saying. There is no reason why anyone
accept anything unless that one has, to the best of
one's ability and knowledge, investigated and proved it.

Bhawatu Sabba Mangalam
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