


Features:

» TOSHIBA PCB Board
o Multi-system
~ » 256 Channel Memory
» Game & Calendar
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Wise people, after they have listened to the

laws, become serene, like a deep, smooth,
and still lake.
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AT | gt atfre T e e af sl freeon
el AT UF qeUeE FIAel P AgEreEd e WE,
Aierrafy af 8% aRew § o aHgERl gew,
YA T IR A -fasmagra= fsmar o T
B AN G- Hed AgUIY WET(aX | J8id -¥
71 g% i fergret ¥ Sgifvaes s afe fesgre o
Jeler U SR ST WS o g RO R |
A WRAGIHI-ATOY T W, HETT 9w, P 9w,
SHYTA W, ST ST SeaTiaet qi Ser-SremaT T 99T
IEET THTITAAT | 18 AU A1 I2q9E 7 T
friitg swwieee g a9 7= T FREET J9r g
g feran |

T THITHT Jooi T GETST g Wl ggral-
Tl BreErY ST | U@TeE SIS T St
@ AQ A Fel TR el | ety s
FHAT IooiE TACH BT TR T 711 907 3 |
AHERTATS ST T WA It iy a1 7 2 §
o 7F foar T e @R qes w1 A @ 4
YRR Ea | TS AT U HrIelTs FHwIT AT,
AT T faepaat T s IwET | a9 el ST
g RO I IR A1 gfg waAr | sifrger et
PR Afdaq R Afed o wuahs Telfear T auf
T WA | gE G 9 9 w34 | i a9 af
g WAt | T W AR AT FH T qwd 0d | G
Iuafer 7 Rreger ard | BT SUTEEATs 9f Iy
ATy, I, Y@ T T I 9E 9 gH P T 99 g7
a9 g 1”

I e a9 9t fraes, afErer
HIHEE ad fgAFd Mg afmes, W @GR
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AT S ST FEAHT A IS, 5T T2l ady
AT AT FEATBISIRT TR & ATHATE FAY
T gieeg 7 felt ofer 3 I W

g-gHH Aaed ga (feafa) # &7

YRl W Frae SOHT 99 A7 qrE FEARE

TMawpey ¥ THES | W Ay 9f Ieor TREdH g
feF 203 TIEHT WATIH Feid @ITHfed, gIawdt T
W ATAIAT Jeteb AN e et anrerar e
faayger fafar foger Prd | ga=m &= semfe
graae v Rifar and IRe, qur=T T weRm
& |

o ufy SRV g fF S g awtare
TSATHTHT S ST 79T AT AU PIar | Saf areae
e PaeTaT aegra | et drrerea a 4t fe
- WIS WY aX AY AT JerdT Fol WA /¥ foA
aTehY §1 AIF AT | JeT HarS fagRar S |
Jet afvt e J faere 31 e | e AW Jwd-
PerareaT S | FarSarE - R @R wouts-
Wt T qE T AN WA g QTS UV ST
AT | -3 fam ety g faeprat | Sfe ward
I faemHr 9T T TEEdr q@E WRrd T @
AT fHSIIT AT TIST JHIVTT TF JOE9s 28y I
ferpradt | srgaeTwT R AT rafesd A FEwE
Il | FEHAIG THGF FENTIES a4l FABAD
FTHH iy R | 37t TR et A fagrAr
FAT gHITAT FrEHEAT AHEE e
Rraaly SRy Ya=eTs AIQHTST AITeraTaTHT AT
T QIAEET T FET ARIET A g9y e Hierers
ufy Tet IwE T I a1g | A gF weAr uf ad
FHAT IeoE TR A MFHHT F=7 R Sefegar
WA q9ars g 3 fuat €

g¥ yeRer FuT @ gie W et
FriFweEEa YMBA 7Rt gdyaw smdifwa Expres-
sion in English 3 wgH-Fan-a<ie #HT &7 |
ATAEF TaoH FAHAGEHT i FH=A0T g1 A1 |
G, TG -FT- TG’ FAFH TAFEEAT AT
03 FRUS @ YMBA w1 s@iuee, fava i
(HETAT qEIeE, AATAX WETAeRAT THUE,
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ARTEETAHT UFTee ¥ el Q&iered, gd: e
UHeE, FEHH T ‘THIY Jeaia THIee
FETETE Y, TG (FIeE goarad Tdde! g |
TY FEAAT FTFR T eI THEEAT WIF A4
YT, AT TR T @ I AR HT SIS |
geiyfard Frue I W fafiw dtg waabraes
qG TAEEH YA T fafre qEadeEe! ATae ¥
HE TEAFE® AQT AT Y, T TEAE G HGH bl
B | T gEEat YMBA A1 G9eeigt T,
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ATATH THISAST R GUSAHT
FEIIEHT faareeas FEE

TEY WETTH WA e SETE 99W At
AT U HUH THER dig (g wRards SIreATad
ACTHUFT YRE® a9 THR G “T9 TFR e T
fep “Errar’ wrezarg dar WA T ARt g 9
T4 J9aT IFH NAHE fadraars giaa T anT
TART T T HETT TR a9 faaiad @eues,
S A9 I9H @l e g WAl T S
faera Ara T QR aHE JUEEHT WY |7 (ARafEE
FARETeTd qfeyrd, 92%9), T j9R)

YTIRIAATET T 30 WETdTd JIe® dRATeaH!
FAYEF FHFIA Ae® HAX AT fo Ay ararq
FeTS THPeT TRl BYAT o GRITEAT T 9f
EEA | THA APl A SIHT fof FoATaT qUB
FRYT YATIRTAST GAars gi=ag a99fy AnTdieare
ATSUH TN Ferad a1 [Fes AfeUs g | 99 3R
f=re . e ¥ fafeard oo Sieaeer 99 a9
J&R & BT "The Lotus Sutra castigates wicked
people who say that the expanded Sutras are not the
word of the Buddha. Well it might, as much of the
Buddhist community believed on good grounds that
such texts were recent forgeries. Mahayanists then
claimed that their Sutras had been preserved for five
hundred years by the Nagas (mythological serpen-
tine spirits) in their underwater palaces, to be divulged
when the world was ripe for them. Such tales prob-
ably did not convince many opponents."(Richard H.
Robinson and Williard L. Robinson, The Buddhist
Religion, (California: Wadsworth Publishing Com-
pany, 1982), p. 67) #4iq “@gHveR® qae (dfs)
fawar it qIEE q@@ F99 @eH W IR
HHEEATS e F9 TE3 | IR g TR IR
AURHA T TIGEATE GTP! Tabell WAL WAL S
HAF! T G9EG | HeATHIeee AHIls AT GIaedrs
qHY [ 9UETE TERAT R18H T IE9d qugig
AMEE (FANTE FUER ATATEE) o GEFHAH
ANEEAT AT MR ARGUHT A @1 TR | FJ&T
 frees fadieearg ame favaw smea o

U

ST, [IATE S

“HTeATH (YFETE) TS QITHIESIS F YT
TAEICTACST @ | aIIaHT WreAtHE X GHT
HETATAE! AT T4 A 8T | GguweP! fax[g e yemar
FEN BIEA " WA A= FEGAH AR ATF HATS
FEY TE A T AP qg gHFT AR e arEr
(schools) EEHET GraT=Ae, I, ATEATHS (YFIAT3)
T AMmER (faeraR) 19 A A e 9o oty
R S AATT 74 AIER IS g1 TGS 95
g faygg vITEr WIS [ & | QY e Herdrs
T WITHT fersreret TiR@@T ) The Seeker's Glossary of
Buddhism & 7§ &R Jei@ FH & 9 "The
elementary Mahayana teaching is divided into two.
The first is the teaching which analyses the specific
and distinct character of the Dharma, and the second
is the teaching that all Dharma are non-substantial.
The former is found in the Yogachara Sutra and the
latter in the Wisdom Sutra." (Taipei: The Corporate
Body of the Buddha Educational Foundation, 1998),
pp.222-223) HEIq, “YRIE FETAHS IS T3
AT fovieh IRUS B | ST T ST &7 SIHe THeea
fafire T qaa weyers favawor 1&g 7 I SoRw @
B T A gHE® GRM9EH WIa | uieel (I9S)
FTEITAT 1578 9 Gfgieetl =Tl G (TR o 17

AT AERAS “ATTHHAEER AEE T WEw
FITE! AT &1 T YTAHT AT-3THT SATeATquTeit
(hermeneutics) g&" T e WT &Y 79 S@eber
AEFT TGS T T AT REfaHeET U ey
TfeRfe steer 9 i g Ry e st wree | <A
TAEEATS THIEHT TET TTATSYS GEHIUedFeTs
HEATS! Uleell GF HAR 1Al I AT T TaTUEd I &
B A T AATAS FHY AT | TR T Faranieny aiaaer
Fagrat steraaaT FHT AN T ST FeRAl” AT AT
TEHT oo TRIEA JETT EIeT Ui | Ar SrEeper sRTE
g THFT TGE® ofeT TR AT ATETS g aHeT fas
AP T | TH @b faarariiy T feg ot 98
THET FrATEI THE Bl AT Frigd ar |
& Dive fwgerd fae R v &Y afea
AT feramanteRy e feregmr afer wRqel sy e
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T3 T B ST | g TR FATTF A TG AT
af e X Raraegeesr dre frae 35T awE W
q¢ WemRTETT FUF 4 koo Ty I fqas
I TR FA AL A AAAF T et I |

uqREHT gawT dfee Yqefas wwr afd
(aiferaT sieR) YreEer WART WU uifer Fepraat SRamarar
2 1 ... v v B i g ke vt wETT Sttt
& ... q Ay wel Hge ufedr g9 & g W
AT WERTS NGTATET FRTAT Y T IS T e
Aty gg avar oy T g g g 9l e
RERTE T qU SAER WA 7 2T 9
Fh1ag R 9f IERE B | a9 TREAT AR
faET &% U YIte® 49 YR B "Although the
idea of bhakti originated among the Buddhists and was
adopted in self-defense by the Hindus, yet the new
sects, which arose after the fifth century B.C., exercised
a profound influence on the further development of
Buddhism. They establisheq the cults of certain devas
and defied heroes, and the Buddhists were compelled
to endow their Buddhas and bodhisattvas with similar
attributes and powers. (Har Dayal, The Bodhisattva
Doctrine in Buddhist Sanskrit Literature, Delhi: Motilal
Banarasidas, 1975, p.36) srafa “afher gl Fgesa
A Iahy AU T el ATHTeTeh AT a9eTS TEw
W Aty SEER U YA SoH el
g 9 FIeHTEaT TR YA TR B | SeE Fel
e ¥ R T AREEETs AT W T g 93
T AREEEEHT G T PR 0 T Uhe W B
e A W 1 o exeaegg fafea A aeE
T Faers ¥ qfe TR @ 99E |

q¢ UHAT UEA AREATS qE1 WIATAT Ml R
Rrafr wifvg amaf get sgrar srd srawieh e @%
PorgaTa &1 T Ghd <8 | g °aH Har Afas fagrwrar
AT AR S WA SRS SATeAT TRY ATt e
T W3 WA AT g IET Gl & | AR T
& W, F AAEAE, & Aifa T @ faeeeore
YU W AR AT gaweer Wity 4 @@ faer ¥
afeawr wrerer uw fafy oft 17 WAR A wERa
wfagd = T ¢ arty e e a1 e
AR P A e fea R T 4 @afag 9 B )
Ty Ryl anter ofeet e <l afagE T
qu=ar, Pae qsere Wad | Tanty e e, 9 W
fastedl 51¢ 11" A4 “EQIRAT Badl HG WA & JSAEH,
drtar, afvea (Rrep & e gfafea W@ @iy T
GHTE WG TS IF AATdals orhlsd 94.g; |7

ST ¥ ARRETS SaET AT 3R fepes 9 Ag

PreprEETRT & RS Ui RS aRIErs I Wi
AR 7% PFTTEEHT UIgH 5¥gT STaZeY Arervifchells ST ekt
T, % wiEre R ISP rvawadrars dad T
T T AT R TS Ioe S g & | A
Frerdiel TgAH YeRe® 49 YR B "Almostall religions
are built on 'faith' —rather blind faith it would seem. Butin
Buddhism, emphasis is laid on 'seeing’, knowing, under-
standing and not on faith, or belief. In Buddhist texts,
there is a word saddha (Skt. sraddha) which is usually
translated as 'faith' or 'belief. But saddha is not 'faith’ as
such, but rather 'confidence' bomn out of conviction."
(Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught ? (Great Brit-
ain: Unwin Brothers Ltd., 1972), p. 8) i ‘S Hel 4V
ST @1 AUH T, % AT I HgI AT €N 99 |
T qG GEAT S AT AR R T A, [ FA S
fams, X SPEPTgT AT FIYaTET S B | A1 TRIEEHT Hal
(SR TG N Y USSR ST A
Ry EqHT AETE TS | TR WG (T TR =g
e 7% 32 PrOsTaeh ST ST freareaar & 17 A
FEEH TAVE TAREAS F A FAH TR TEIST
R, ST g ST ATRAT SR A ISIS 9i 4,
fF T I GRS W R AR T g e |

g i dRared o s, St T seifae
TR A R AT Tear | A A 7 SeiuE
AfaeeE HEH ATURAT qEq Wi T AT
Iiewa i geat 7 afa RO diaer &
TR T | IEE T TP TATAT A T TS |
Y Arges q@! T TG AT 9 g Hfchpr
TS | TR S ATHY TETETE @O A | T
WA ARE Y MREE I9 YBR T: The more
they think of the Buddha the more they love Him. This
is the reason why Buddhism does not denounce these
external forms of homage (amisa puja) though undoubt-
edly practice (patipatti puja) is more commendable and
indisputably superior." (Narada, The Buddha and His
Teachings, (Taipei: The Corporate Body of the Bud-
dha Educational Foundation, 1988), p.574) 34id
“IHEE Wi Wi e fam e, 3 Sfa SHew
TGS F TRISEB | T PRI TR et o e
¥ 78 weigAE T fiffare feamasr 9= @ amit 98
e T YRS @UeH e |

g ek T TROMITRTERY TR HETAeT Arrieeet
ofig TR P TR W AR AT sRafde JamATaE
YEE U9 THR S “TE (W) ST serdesd
fadrerdr A TR F AT T faEREEEET
araiferer T 2 T 3 T g wiikw AT @ YROIT



AT AT (TERT AT faem amIeR T O T
fet TR T Ferer @i fatureT ART @eR WeE AT

Yty ufey ST | SfeRaTaaT kg AT TS WA T SR

AT AR ATEYETE ST ARAT |7 (ARt
I, g Y AAT I WA 9, (Feeed: Aidrener
TARERN feerd, 93%%), 7. 9
gugaHl afet ar 3t Gug T

R0%3 Il ATTGINIHTT HHHT TH H@ehel HARTD
Mrsgerd Iegd ¢ A1 TNl TERERE FART
U T TR Joold TRHIHT TTATE THAT T Fargs
“ Of Mg THEEHT TSIHERE! HTIRVT FHT G
HRIATE | QY “dig AT HREUT THUE SREA=F TN
quf fewg URTEEl U FEURUTEEETE FHA g aAHT B
AR GIEATI WRATded “9Td IaeTd Here T el Yifd
THACH B A 9f AT R S SRR T
e ATTTASAE aRarg” AT AT fadiy g7aTe |
FETHTH G TAT Jooid T HUHHT G | T d@ehed
IUE A I AR dEdEe Hddl [EE ar
TUEEATS AR TR ATHT o @l a1 ATER
e ¥ g w® ufg a9 SEFd d@w few
F@IY JATIfaE W wieed uf | a9 w4 T
2500 Years of Buddhism & q&idesdrs e
fayafaarera e favasr o= favafqaragesa o
HEATYHT IR AT TR (e WU FRY 359
TR &7 | A [we (At ATee, e IR T
T T JEQl W@l WY A A AgFars T T
TEShEEeTs Ui 90 foeiar THEe faws | a9 F T
TF AGFH! A=Y HERAATS Tl J0 & B 7 Jelol
At QTS freaet & i fvafarmeraet e
FHET AR AT AT IS faH e g R
F94r e Austine Wadell @ Tibetan Buddhism 573
q&iears PGD in Buddhist Studies @1 I&HHHT FHTEN
aftwsrmr Pryaw frvafaemea smaiaer dgia fmr
SR B AT AT IBIT TCH AT | (@ AR A
Foreror =i & g7 S B D

T e AT HETS T A R A
ITTh [EAFeEd G TAT YFRIFEEATS G AR
YHNAHT A9 [deedrs @ T AT S
0T Feo YR WA | AN Prgae favafrae 1
foreaer o1 FvafraTereeeTe I=afTen 18w 4 dig
fagre® i 79 dEee W&t Afeql dEEE Je A
TS | AT HEIGAS TH H@eHATS (AR FeaTe
o w@ T fagreedrs af FTH AR SR A G
T RTS8 | AT FERAS T A@ebelTs (AT

o

Feome e aEIfeH @RE

T, BT dtg fagr ST STeTEsaET
g Faf Tereh TeEeeTs STl HAT T
WA T G 98, QAT ¥ eitawes fagraeears qof
=qar @ e feoqely T qEare @iy I dEEE
AST AT oG T g Ao fafd gt I,
greon ¥ fage wd sfaerafagessr dmar At d==r
MUAAF TG AYAETH dTE AATTH] ATRAT
BT JEEEdTs @USH WA Fegl WUHT Al U9 WeH
AT TEG TS TR ETHIATS AT ATATHES T T
S Far frey ot 1

AT S AT FT ARTATST TATH! e BT BT
Prgae favafaare 7 favae o= Tavafaaremesan
QAT T qTeNaeE HerdEed 6t g Afeqer
EAFEEATE ATUR FAIR TGS HIH FeIq 9+ dld
FeramreffaraT digerdem 7 FU |

AT WETRIS TH A@ETS T (867G 34T HTeATeh]
eqTaTe Ararae g1 T X U IRardy faager aRdA
T AAIEH T 97 THAT €T Wl fagia 7 e
2 foF drga 77 W g SIS WUH e | A9
TGEA ATERATE TF fevg T4 FreAld! AT FIargs
TUT 9T el Joord T S | IS T 4T FeATATS
YraTTS TCH Febe T U ATAAF! STHT G AR
811 QT A7 SEhe ATEATE Grargs WAl WAl qd et
TS -FHA 4T RIeE R T T qned, Fad
2 9 T T qATEEE T Sl AEg | A9
TIAHIEET F9dR, FIUT T FIFEATS GH
FRINTHATER EIAT 248 TR AW q@F 9 AT
FTATATS qgeb TFART HTAT ATTHT BT Bl TEBE T 7
ITHE

A1 e Y el PryEe favafararerasr g sor
oTEr T g A AR T e AW e =
AT (ARTH) TATTHH YA g A AATIH
TR eafeh & | A a9 dF A T dgeeiE
AT TR T A T HANG SEATR AT AGFTS
I favmrare faeem wfvgar g4 1 788 PrEe
Feryaferareraar g sreram famTene se T AT 8T
FrremfeeRT 2ol SR ST Fe JPRa! el ST
@IEE 8 | Jq TE TEYU @S ST GPerAT
W few areweE qHe A FHE T fegaeEr
AR TS T FGHT B ToeEdTs @ued e
U HAER Y& TIHTHT A= gHaS HerRaars ar
FGF IH Thare faim gRrEReeT g 9y A
AGHAT AT HERAR A@eAls T &THAT FHI TR
HRO T el EAGIHT EHATEAT T4 | 3] !

waq e e |
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w4 Rrsrgsems afe? @Y 9t TereT gt | e,
9f qereT AT | T FSAT A/ TR 9 e
Fiar I AT EeTE ¥ IIAT R TereT g |
794 qeree Rrerer &Y Rrres s a@a WX MU
B | oot T Peerd W dar eer e gEfar
BHL TAIETI THIETI A FEAe BT AIHT qfSRTeH
e fepwat | wfe fe @vmeR 9fe g=er wwar w@a
FE UM A A9 e g A e qena
sEqwe fearg et | @aar TR we, efea, R,
g, s anfedr oA faoy oft wereT sWuw B |
THIYAT TT RISTEE Wbl T A T TIRPT S@HT
ST GI ST ST STAT T J@TS AT | YA TAT
Haeg IYAT feuR qere WA |

FafeaT 9 Fefy TRETRT srame 7ieT @aY FrEr
g 9TeT UIT | e B qaArers 9ex AR faqasy
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wR feafe w9 TRarfers s T w99
wE fe7 WA g HEawEEET @9 R
W | faRmrer qate @ gwR SFiEr =
HMGTAAT | T FdS 9f gens fom 3w 1 o
TSP HeT HATSS e o sy duf w39 3w
TR ¥R fa9 "R | @9« Iufedd sear T
Rrereas fafommar wagesr Suar fage wriéer sfrer
@HEE YIS WAl |

Blecidlle WA, g a1 gHRYAT TIT Iq91S
@IH A yEE g T IUHRE (gl | fear
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EHD| IAATS ARTFFHIATE THIST Ape TN IR
AAEHA ICH | FEER AT AiEser gRers
FEATITH! AT ME-TE, TR-R A& FHHAT {4
SEPE! ATTLIGH | HETHNTE HAIGAE GTATEH Jater
T THATATE Tl SR THHGT | SR o
TR HAPHIETE g T & TS 9
= 9 ¥R FeiN g1 W R g ey
AT | 9T FAS AR WABIT TN B A
TS G Ieh q AfeAebieT FrweaT (T | 9T,
G WA A WAATAR! iy rafeusr @vear
forst GRrerd frepr miftfeg |

AT AT & & @ ity

“TF & A

fo= @, @i a 7 o=t faw adg o g™ wrrer
ST AT @ HAHAI-

‘R T AR A RATE AT, T AT Ao
FIEr afY WY e 1” '

f&& @, Far AT S AT AP G A9
Y WX-EX AL A1 | T FA GTHT A AL,
T GTHT ATHT HIFT, B OTHT BRI AE, EA T
AT AT FR G TN | I FAIT A R Fgra A
JIFAA_ A THT PleT 9T THH B | TG WR-T

© U AT ATFT BRTATT AT AN FABT FIET 7 FE

F @G AN F G AT T BB AT CHATTHT
TATEA | 9 TR [oa1 g6y afqersr 79 are
qare; FaeT raqelt WOR sée J@a amw IR | ST
@ GHIAT FREA 9fT TS TETe FT I "EAT
TNY TS | BTN A WPt T T Hradiers
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Being Good

(Buddhist Ethics for Everyday Life)

Listening to the Dharma

- Ven. Master Hsing Yun

When Ananda saw the Buddhahe prostrated
himself before him and wept; and he felt a
beginningless remorse and an endless craving to
hear the Dharma for he knew his understanding
still was not complete.
- From the Shurangama Sutra
We cannot learn the Dharma deeply unless we
listen to it, read about it and study it very often. Even
Ananda, who heard the Buddha speak more than any-
one else, craved the Dharma. His desire to learn was so
great it caused him to weep at the sight of his Master.
If Ananda himself could feel like that, then how
should those of us who call ourselves Buddhists
today feel about the Dharma? Should we not daily
recognize the treasure that has been bequeathed to
us? And should we not daily turn to it to learn? For a
moment imagine the world without the Dharma.
Practicing Buddhists all should try to spend at
least some time every day reading Dharma literature
or listening to someone speak about the Dharma.
The levels of meaning contained in the Dharma are
truly wonderful and no one will ever be able to fully
appreciate them without frequently studying
Buddhist literature. We cannot expect to progress
unless we frequently expose ourselves to the immense
wisdom contained in the Buddha's teachings.
Thus have I heard
All Buddhist sutras begin with the phrase, "Thus
have I heard." The practice called "listening to the
Dharma" takes its name from the very early days of
Buddhism when the Buddha's teachings were
transmitted orally. In those days, the only way to
learn the Dharma was through listening to someone
speaks about it from memory. When we use the phrase
"listening to the Dharma" today, we should expand

its meaning to include reading, watching movies
about Buddhism, or engaging in other activities that
promote increased understanding of the Dharma.
Just as a plant needs water and sunlight to grow,
so a Buddhist practitioner needs regular and constant

. exposure to the Dharma to progress. There can be no

growth in Buddhism if we stop listening to the Dharma
and stop trying to find deeper and deeper meanings
in it. Even the greatest bodhisattvas listen to the
Dharma constantly. {

And even ghosts can benefit from listening to
the Dharma. In the Samyukta Agama there is a story
about an occasion when the Buddha preached the
Dharma to a family of ghosts. Two young ghosts
were so moved by the experience that they wept.
Their mother, who was also present, said to them,
"Since I listened to the Dharma, I became aware of its
truth. If you will only do the same, then you will see
its truth too."

In the Mahaparinirvana Sutra the Buddha says:

What constitutes insufficient listening (to the
Dharma)?

The Tathagata preached twelve kinds of sutras;
if you only listen to six of them while ignoring the
other six that would be insufficient listening. And
even if you practiced six of these kinds of sutras but
were unable to chant thexn or explain them to oth-
ers, that too would constitute insufficient listening
because your understanding would not be bringing
you or anyone else any good.

Furthermore if you merely treated these six
kinds of sutras as essays, or if you only used them to
appear better than others, or if you only used them
for mundane gain, or if you were possessive about
them, even if you were to chant them and explain
them, still your listening would be insufficient.

Good monks, the sutras contain complete teach-
ings which can be learned only through complete
listening.

True, deep human understanding is based on
what we do and the kinds of feedback we provide
ourselves with. Our growth will be assured if we
frequently study the Dharma. If we allow ourselves
to stop learning, then our understanding will begin
to ossify while our ability to practice will decline.

The Dharma is like water. It can wash us clean,
but it must be used often.

Humility _

True listening requires that we be receptive, and
true receptivity requires that we be humble. If we begin
with the idea that we already know what the Buddha is



saying, we will be unlikely to learn anything from him.
If we are humble when we read the Dharma, we will
discover that a passage which meant one thing
yesterday has revealed a whole new level of meaning
today. The teachings of the Buddha are carried on the
backs of words, but their true significance is far deeper
than anything any word can express. For this reason,
the Dharma is capable of constantly revealing deeper
and deeper levels of meaning,

The Zen canon contains the following story
about the importance of having humility whenever
we listen to the Dharma:

A learned man once went to Zen Master Nan
Yin and asked him to explain Zen Buddhism to him.
Master Nan Yin placed a cup on a table and began
pouring tea into it. Then he continued to pour until
the cup began to overflow. )

The learned man said, '"Master; the cup already is full.’

Master Nan Yin looked at the and said, 'You are
Just like this cup except you are full of concepts and
ideas. If you want to learn Zen you must first empty
your mind of all preconceptions."

The benefits of listening to the Dharma

The Saddharma Smriti Upasthana Sutra mentions
thirty-two benefits that can be gained from listening
to the Dharma. It says:

What are these thirty-two? When a master
preaches the Dharma, he is like a parent to his au-
dience, and he is like a bridge across the river of
birth and death. When one hears what one has never
heard before, one attains new realizations. Once
one has knowledge, one can begin to think about
what one has learned. Once one has begun to think
about what one has learned, one has truly begun to
practice self-cultivation. Once one has begun to
practice self-cultivation, one will abide in peace.
Once one has begun to abide in peace, one can
begin to benefit others; and then a mutually benefi-
cial interaction can begin. If one is able to abide in
peace, then even hardship will not seem disturbing.

If one listens to the Dharma, then roots of good-
ness will begin to grow where formerly they did not
grow. If one contemplates what one has learned,
then one will become prepared for liberation.

Listening to the Dharma can lead people with
perverse views to change their views to right ones

and listening to the Dharma can help people de-

stroy unwholesome thoughts whenever they arise.
Lisgening to the Dharma increases goodhness of mind
and rids one of evil mental causes and conditions.
Listening to the Dharma keeps one from being scat-

tered and disorganized in one's activities. Listen-
ing to the Dharma leads one toward the company of
good people and leads oxe away from selfishness
and falseness. Listening to the Dharma encourages
one to care for one's parents and believe in karma;
it also shows one how to live a long life. Listening to
the Dharma leads one to be praised be others and
protected by heavenly beings, and it causes one's
deepest wishes to be fulfilled. Listening to the
Dharma brings one all the joys of the Dharma and
keeps one from sloth and laziness. Listening to the
Dharma causes one to progress quickly, to under-
stand gratitude and to think often on the meaning
of death. If one has listened often to the Dharma, at
the time of one's death, one will not cling to life or
feel remorse for what one has done. Ultimately, lis-
tening to the Dharma will lead one to Nirvana.

The right attitude for listening to the Dharma

It is important to have the right attitude when
listening to the Dharma. Whenever we are privileged
to hear the Dharma we should reflect on our good
fortune as we strive to be respectful, receptive,
serious and thoughtful.

Master Yin Hsun suggests that we think of
ourselves as patients with a disease that only the
Dharma can cure. In this respect, we should consider
the Buddha to be like a doctor and the Dharma to be
like a medicine. The Buddha gives us the right
medicine, which will cure us, but we ourselves must
be sure to take the medicine. If we do not, obviously
it cannot possibly cure us.

When we listen to the Dharma, we must concentrate
and we must be careful not to allow fixed ideas to prevent
the Buddha's message from fully penetrating our minds.
Our purpose in listening to the Dharma must be to learn;
if we think we already know what the Buddha is going
to say or if we think we know more than the Buddha, we
will not be in the right frame of mind to benefit from his
teachings. Even after we buiieve we have really come to
understand some aspects of the Dharma, we must always
keep our minds open so that even higher levels of
understanding can become available to us. Short of full
attainment of Buddha hood, there can be no end to the
learning process.

A human body is hard to attain, but today we
have one.

It is hard to get the chance to hear the Dharma,
but today we have heard it. If we do not practice in
this life, then in which life will we finally begin?

- from the Agamas
L%
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