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Good Governancefor A Good society

INTRODUCTION

While governance is the exercise of authority —
political, economic and administrative - to manage the art of
making the government more receptive and accountable to
the needs and aspiration of its populace.

Theterm "governance"* used in economics (asregard
corporate governance) and political science (asregard State
governance) implieseffective

Governance can be used in several contexts such as
corporate governance, international governance, national
governance and local governance. According to Roderick
Rhodes, a political scientist, the concept of governance is
used in contemporary socia scienceswith at least six diverse
meanings: the minimal state, corporate governance, new
public management, good governance, social-cybernetic
system and self organized networks. For details, see R.
Rhodes, "The new governance: governing without
government" (1996), in political studies, VVol. 44, page 652.
Political ingtitution and the responsible use of political power
by the State to guarantee sustainable economic and human
development. In varied context, good governance refers to
therules, the process of decisionsareimplemented so that it
would reinforce participation, accountability, effectiveness
and coherencein society asawhole.

Good governance as a concept is applicable to all
sections of the society, such as

government, legislature, the private sector, secular and
religious communities and non government organizations
(NGOs). In this paper author confines the discussion to
good governancein government in relation to agood society.

NATURE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE

While bad governanceisregarded astheroot cause of
al evil within our societies, good governanceis considered
astheinteraction between democracy, social welfare and the
ruleof law. Itisnot to achieve good governanceinit totality.
Establishing good governanceisto ensure sustainable human
development as areality.

There are several characteristics of good governance,
of which the following eight are of key importance:
participation, rule of law, consensus-orientation,
transparency, responsiveness, effectivenessand efficiency,
equitability and inclusiveness, and accountability.

Citizen participation is widely encouraged
especially in decision-making and freedom of expression,
which could be either direct or through representatives.

Good governance supports an impartial legal
system, which can protect human rights of every citizen.

Consensus-orientation requires decision-making based

B By \en. Dr. Thich Nhat Tu
Chairman, Department of Buddhist Philosophy,
Vietnam Buddhist University

on widespread agreement to meet the different interests of
the whole community, which is essential for sustainable
human development.

Transparency requires open-mindless in decision-
making process, in accordance with rules and regulations.

Responsiveness is to meet the needs of the citizenry
within areasonabletimeframe.

Effectiveness and efficiency are to make sustainable
use of natural resources, providing best services that meet
the requirements and aspirations of the society, while
protecting the environment.

Equitability and inclusiveness guarantee that the
section of the population do not get excluded from the
mainstream of the society.

Accountability enforced with transparency and the
ruleof law should etoward the public and to their institutional
stakeholders.

TWO-FOLD PRINCIPLE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE

Whilethe absence of good governanceisroot cause of
the crisis, good governance is crucial for sustainable
development. Good governanceisused asakey for building
sustainable development and peace.

Good governance is a precondition for sustainable
development. Good governance and sustai nabl e devel opment
are interrelated. While good governance can improve
development effectiveness, sustainable development
enhances agood system of government, corruption, abuse of
human rights and lack of accountability, the development
will not be possible.

With regard to political principles, good governance
isaprocessof establishing an accountableform of government
of expression and association. The basic requirement of good
governanceisto build good institutions and sets of impartial
legal system that effectively govern individuals and
organizations, bringing about human well-being and
happiness.

In terms of economic principles, good governance
requires policies, based on efficient open market, leading to
poverty reduction, economic growth and sustainable
development. Comparative private sector are encouraged to
develop in other to supply the best and satisfactory service
tothesociety. Effectiveinstitutionsand corporate governance
are needed to support investments that would lead to social
and economic advancement in order to improve the welfare
of the masses.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE
Respect for the rule of law is essential to good
governance. Basing the government on of law is a must.
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While governments govern according to the law of theland,
the maintenance of law and order, administration of justice,
and welfare of society would lead to sustainable human
development.

Good governanceisnot only anaiminitself but akey
factor in attaining human development. it should be guided
by human rights, democracy, justice and equal political
participationfor al in order to ensure human welfare, security
and peace-building. The central feature of good governance
is to ensure government and administration reforms on the
one hand, and to support decentralization, regionalization
and the development of local government, on the other.
Promoting good governanceisnot only aco-operation within
government institutions but also involve civil society
participation.

Good governanceisacornerstone for countriesat all
stage of development, whether social, economic, moral and
spiritual — both nationally and internationally. The
significance of good governanceisfor economic efficiency
and growth. Good governanceis conduciveto macroeconomic
stability, external viability and sustainable development. In
other to achieve this target, the national authorities should
be responsible for governance issues. Their willingness,
commitment and involvement would make governance a
success. Good governance is principaly of two spheres,
that is, improving the management of public resources
through all kinds of positive reforms and supporting the
development and maintenance of a transparent and stable
economy.

KEY COMPONENTS OF GOOD GOVERNANCE
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY

The best possible investment in supporting good
governanceisdemocratic development. Thetruetest of “good”
governance is to bring democracy. Contributing to the goal
of establishing sustainable democraciesisthe main concern
of Buddhism. Buddhism can take aleading rolein promoting
and consolidating democracy worldwide. Promoting
democracy is better way to improve individual opportunity
for prosperity and happiness, as well as to build a vibrant
civil society. Expanding democracy in the society is to
encourage pluralism, participation, and peaceful so-existence.

Good governance demand for democratization, political
participation and impartial electoral systems. Democracy,
either electoral or consultative, requires power be vested in
the peoplethrough fair election. It isasystem of government
respecting plurality of viewsand opinions, and inviting civil
participation in the governance system.

The non-reform-minded government should be
encouraged to support the strengthening of governance in
terns of democracy programs that are responsive and
responsibleto the citizens. Democracy programswould entail
promoting the rule of law and human rights, fair elections
coupled with a competitive political process, citizen
participation in government, a free media and a responsive

—S =

structure of governance. Thiswould make agood impact on
the democratic progress around the world.

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Good governance is established when the realization
of thevalue of human rightsismade. Good governancewould
thus conduce to the practice, observance and enjoyment of
human rights, and contribute to sustainable human
development in a manner which ensures transparency,
responsibility, accountability, participation, responsiveness
to the needs of the people. Good governance would also
guarantee freedom from abuse and corruption. Promotion of
human rights, whether civil, cultural, economic, political,
social or spiritual, is the best test of good governance.
Satisfying these fundamental rights would effectively
guarantee basic needs such as health, housing, food,
education, justice, security and peace.

The Commission on Human Rightsresol ution 2000\64.
In The Millennium Report and Declaration, the Secretary-
General emphasized that "better governance means greater
participation, coupled with accountability. Therefore, the
international public domain —including the United nation —
must be opened up further to the participation of the many
actors whose contributions are essential to managing the
path of globalization ... for he United Nation, success in
meeting the challenges of globalization ultimately comes
down to meeting the need of peoples. It isin their name that
the charter was written; realizing their aspirations remains
our vision for the twenty-first century."

Good governance within each country would create a
government conducive to sustainable development at the
national and global levels.

Development cooperation is of utmost importance
for securing good governancein countriesin need of external
support. The value of partnership in terms of development
cooperation should be recognized.

CONCLUSION

Governance is an art which requires a progressive
vision and consistent efforts to be

Effective. The goal of good governance should be to
cater to the needs and aspirations of the citizens. Good
governance works toward protecting the citizens'
fundamental human rights while endeavoring to build and
sustain asociety whichisprogressive- socially, economically,
politically and spiritually. It uses the resources at hand
skillfully, while encouraging public participation and
democratic systems and providing an environment where
human can lead a peaceful co-existence. The progress of
human race and protecting the environment, as urged by
Buddhism, should be it aim at large. All said and done,
eventually, only that governance which aimsat working for
larger human welfare — both nationally and globally-is a
good one.
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Donation after theDeath

Thereis atrend of giving donation
in the name of deceased person after his/
her death in Nepal. According to the
traditional culture method of herealso, from
the day of death, from the clothes if the
objectsthat he used while hewas alive and
money in his name is used to be donated.
Thedonationisgiventothe priests, ascetics
and monks by wishing that may the
deceased soul get liberation abode at the
heaven and Sukhawatibhuvana on the 7th
day.10th day, 15th day, 45th day and on3rd
month, 6th month, 1st year and 2nd year and also
donation isgiven isgiven by conducting the ceremony
every year in honour of deceased relatives. The
remembrance, reverence and intimacy that isshown by
giving donation in the name of deceased person after
the death isvery praiseworthy kindness. The donation
is given and the method of worshipping etc is applied
by wishing that the pleasure of the deceased soul and
thinking that he would not get different typesof troubles
that isdescribed in the ancient scripturesand go through
the redoubles of reaching the hell. In the veneration of
parents who have died already, the children take holy
bath in different shrines and donates thingsand money.
Asthe new concept has arisen, some keep the status of
their relativesin their memories. Itisasoinfashionto
donate things, publish book, establish permanent fund
for the prize etc as charity and provide the asset in the
name of one'slaterelative. In thisway, by desiring for
the welfare and pleasure of deceased one, the objects
that remain with usis donated.

The significance of donation is greater in
Buddhism. Any kind of donation that is provided any
timeisconsidered asthe utmost highest quality among
the human virtues. In this way, donation that is given
after the death as the commemoration can be regarded
asakind of remarkable donation.

As the people desire for the welfare of their
deceased relatives even in forthcoming births by
realizing the merits of those deceased souls and
donating the overall wealth and property even of own
share after the death, it won't be less intimate than
showing respect after the death by providing the

m Prof. Suwarna Shakya

donation if one can become equal well-
wisher and provide assistance and care
by being closer in the period of their
sickness, old age and moment of distress
whilethey werealive. Thepolicy, ruleand
conduct over the behavior of relative are
clearly described in the didactics of
Buddhism. The regulation of greeting
daily to the east-west and such ten
direction in the symbolic way by
embracing the faith and compassion
towards one's relative is still prevailing
in Buddhism. When onerecallsrelative, therewill beno
matter of bigger or smaller in practiceand al of themwill
be counted equally respectable and dearest. But even
though, it is seen somewhere and sometimes only that
they are treated in such respectful manner while they
are alive than after the death. The relatives are not
provided with respectful manner whilethey arealiveas
they were after the death. It is not that there is no
Nepalese culture to convey the faithful feeling during
the period of living inthe society liketheseritualsafter
the death. There are also the faithful trends of life
procedure that prevailsin Nepalese society likefasting
and faith in festivals. In thisway there isthe culture of
Nepal ese peoplethat isfull of several anniversariessuch
as children's day, friend's day, sisters' and brother' day,
son-in-law and father-in-law day, husband and wife's
day etc. in these kind of customs there is the trend of
giving charity among each other. Today, such trends of
faith among each other have been limited only to
methods and the real moderate sentiment of faith has
been degraded. It would have been the task of
development of thisearth and welfare of mankind if we
can utilize the culture by involving in its conservation,
reformation and righteous conduct and also utilizing it
in accordance to time in a scientific way. We are
experiencing that Nepal isbeing running in the state of
disorder asturmoil has shadowed which isbeforeknown
as the peaceful great land due to ignoring the concept
of reforming, conservation and implementation of culture
in practice. In this peaceful divine land of gods and
goddesses, we cannot even encompass the teachings
of historical world-renowned great wise man lord
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gautama Buddha. It is indisputable that Buddha is
considered as the emblem of peace in today's world.

If the attempt was made to show the faith,
closeness and well wishing manner by daily care and
behavior keeping the faith that is done after the death
a itsplace, we could have gain victory over the elements
that are explained in religioustexts such asdesire, anger,
gluttony, allurement, frenzy, envy, jealousy, enmity,
passion etc. after getting victory over these elements
our virtues like donation, nature, endurance, wisdom,
meditation, knowledge and strength will get increased
and Nepal will become the real the sacred territory. It
could be said so. If we have been calling this country's
nameasdivineland, peaceful land, sacred land, heavenly
region, religiousland and blissful land we can regard it
to be significant. We would not have to hesitate to say
that the religious texts should be burnt, flow into the
river or dumped into the soil if weareonly to verbalize
the words asto display proud like shining showy teeth
of the synonym in order to blame this country whichis
known as such lands.

It would not be proper to think useless about
the cultural contemplation of taking high ambition is
proper. The cultural methods have been implemented
by believing in wonderful thingsthat are elucidated in
ancient scripture and texts astheir fostering. Similarly,
it would beimproper to think impossible about the matter
of communal welfare and gratification that Buddhahas
imagined. If the eightfold path that Buddha has
described becomes only the matter of writing and
reading and if we to stay saying that we won't follow
Buddhism, Buddhawill becomethe character of laugher
daily. And it won't be impossible that the peace will
even get devaluated. Whenever the science has been
filled with much artificiality. Asthe highest mountains
of world hasremained in Nepal without being moved a
bit by the wind and tycoon, although the wind of world
market had much effectin Nepal, it would be considered
as being comparative with single wise man Buddha to
believe that Nepalese people will remain attached in
peaceful conduct. It will be braveness to show the
example of committing the things that none has done
and no where has happened and to imitate others are
only be considered as becoming slave.

It will be new proposal to select the Buddha's
birthday as the day of bringing into practice the
fostering of devotional expression that is done to men

only after the death while in the living condition. The
thingsthat is becoming desirable may not be unnatural
that Buddhists should have enthusiasm to celebrate
the lumbini day asthe day of practical day of Buddha's
teaching as the buddha's birthday is celebrated us the
lumbini day.

Thereisaproverbin Newari Lnaguage-"Dattale
Kucha:, Madayeka: Bicha: Pyanudayeka: Lo: Cha:".
That means- people don't take care of relatives taking
them as obstruction, they carry on saying that they will
think after the death, and on the fourth day they will
just expresstheir grief asausual practice. Thisproverb
hasagreater relationship with the practice and conduct
of donation in the name of deceased person after the
death. It is not that giving donation after the death is
being taken here as bad but it is of course trying to
convey consciousness that the cripple behavior like
this trend of expressing faith after the death whereas
neglecting the pain that a person undergoes while he
was alive seems selfish and artificial but not that of
fully faithful should be improved. Nowadays, the
behavior of not counting the living man as the man is
being raised. The humanity is not seen being arisen
while the people are living hungry and are wandering
with pain and suffering. Even the children could not
look after their parents while they remain alive. After
their death, they will manage different donation such as
land donation, grain donation, cloth donation, money
donation, donation of flowers and fruits etc. today it
seem that life much hated whereas the death is loved
and respected. Thereis Buddha'sinstructionsthat don't
spoil the present life by being entrapped in rebirth
and past life. This age of turning any superior and the
real education into paperwork has created a mattock of
being educated. Now there remain no practical test and
valuation of the conduct and behavior that improves
life. Inthiscontext, it will be anew concept to accept as
a phrase about granting knowledge that people should
make the donation given after the death a meaningful
donation in existing phase of man. This sort of concept
might help to make space to think that it will decrease
hypaocrisy, superstition, the greed of name and fame
and wickedness. We can hope that this type of views
will get decreased and there will be advancement of
god conduct. Then, we can get encouraged in the
perception that both thisworld and next world both will
be improved. 5
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BOVORANIVESVIHAR BANKOK,DEPUTY
HEAD

3 PHRABOVORANSUDDHIVONG WAT
BOVORANIVES, BANKOK

4 PHRARATTHAMMOLEEWAT
KAEOPITAKCHARENTHAM ,BANKOK

5  PHRARATCHAGKOLWAT, WAT CHULCHIT
THAMMARAM, WANGNOL, AY UTTHAYA

6. PHRARATTHAMASUTHI,
WATPHRAMAHATHAT,

NAKORNSI THAMMARAT

7. PHRABUNSUK THAEMKAEW,WAT
SIRINTONTHEPRATNARAM AOUMYAI,
NAKORNPATHOM

8  PHRAMAHA PHIRADEJ
KITTIJAROENPORNNGAM ,WAT
BOVORANIVESVIHAR, BANKOK

9 PHRAKHRUWINAITHORN NAT
RUBRUAM WATBOVORANIVES
VIHARBANGKOK

10. PHRA SHRAMANERWIPASSI, WAT
BOVORANIVESVIHAR BANGKOK (NEPALI)

11.  PHRAKHRUPRASATBHUDDHAPARIT,WAT
BOVORANIVESVIHAR BANGKOK

12, PHRADIHAN THANAVARO,WAT
BOVORANIVESVIHAR, BANGKOK,
(INDONESIAN)

13.  PHRAPRAIT WONGPRASUT WAT
SIRINTONTHEPRATNARAM, AOUMYAI,
NAKORNPATHOM

14. PHRAMAHA SURAT IAOHEED HEAD OF
WAT THEPRATTANARAM,SAMUTSAKORN

g9 fafgar Irqr FHe®T amare
aTgeTUgiedd v g WIqca FeeH qAT Mr,
Phan Wannamethee, Thailand ¥ 39T Siq
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World Buddhist University % 7@ Assistant
Professor Noraniti Setthabut (Thailand) «
qafeareRr T A Terduer foar |
ATAH AN ATSATTEHT HAATES MEl AT
o afeyurfaeTTeRl, gHTET QTHT IUTeALT T
ALHEE AR qa1 Fi=ea giersde e
afegm foemes, e IUHANR fHHior Fiufaewr
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