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e FoaTs I faSusl qHFd (98T qiear Furard
FEAAT | TATTT qMEATHT ITILATS FHEBUE (AgHT
ATy AfAa 9 afaEmer faenioy SRS @@ @t
A&l HI+h qedtd, gfadtd qor gfqad (earaaram)
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ZHTT HETEaRe o.F. 400 (9.8, 030) /7 ‘A4
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Buddhist Scholar
Acharya Narendradeva

TheAcharyahad the mind of atrue Marxist,
the conscience of a true Gandhian and the heart
of atrue Buddhist.

- R. Venkataraman, Ex. President of India

We do not know many people who were
Buddhists by profession or conviction.Buddhist
philosophy hasinfluenced the people all over the
world since the ancient times to the present day.
The people from the lowest to the highest levels
irrespective of caste, colour and creed are
influenced by Buddhism. It hasaspecial appeal to
theintellectuals.Therefore, itit called anintellectua
religion.The universal appeal of Buddhism is
understandabl e because all the people are victims
of suffering. People want to get liberation from
suffering. The Buddha has not only said that the
human beings suffer due to birth, he has also said
that there is a way to get rid of sufferrng.This
message of the Buddha and many other teachings
have attracted people towards Buddhism.

Acharya Narendradeva was one of the
great admires of the Buddha.Learned in Indian
history, culture, Sanskrit and Buddhism, hewas a
great personality gifted with noble qualities such
as fearlessness, sacrifice, charity and spotless
character. Hewas, therefore, called a Bodhisattva,
abeing who suspends his own Nrvanafor helping
millions of othersto attain Nirvana.

Acharya Narendradeva was born on 31
st October, 1889, in a very properous and
enlightened Brahmin family of Faizabad, Uttar
Pradesh, India.Hisfather Babu Baldev Prasad was
not only agreat lawyer but avery prominent figure
in social life. He was also a true embodiment of
theold heritage of Indian cultureimbued withsmple
living and high thinking.

Acharya Narendradeva grew up in an
Indian traditional religious atmosphere in his
childhood.He had read the epic Ramayanawritten
by Tulsidass, the Mahabharat, Bhagavad Gita,
Amarkosa and Laghukaumudi etc. He had a
brilliant academic career throughout hisstudent life.

- Harischandra Lal Singha
His qualities of fearlessness, sonse of sacrifice,
commitment to truthful life made him a
revolutionary figurein hispalitical life.

Brought up in areligioud atmosphere , he
was naturally attracted to Buddhism. Hewas much
influenced by the ethical values of Buddhism ,
especially the concept of Shila, prajna,
suffering,etc. He was very fond of reading
Bodhicharyavatar written by Arya Shantideva,
particularly a line which says that when entire
world istormented by suffering, what is the use
of attaining saplessNirvana, salvaion? Heacquired
knowledge of pali literature, Heread the Tripitaka
,the origional texts of Theravada and Mahayana
Buddhism. He virtualy lived the life of a saint
,abstaining from defilements of the body and
mind,sacrificing his own life for the sake of the
people, society and nation. while hewas Chancellor
of thelucknow University and BenaresUniversity
he donated half of his salary to the poor students
of theuniversity.

He did his graduation from the Muir
Central college Allahabad, with sanskrit, Indology
and Ancient Indian History as his subject.
Narendradeva was a serious student of Buddhist
philosophy. He broke away from the orthodoxy of
Hinduism which gave religious sanction to caste
system and untouchability.

While unveiling the statue of Acharya
Narendradeva, president of India, R.Venkataraman
said," The Acharya had the mind of a ture
Marxist ,the conscience of a true Gandhian and
the heart of a true Buddhist." Narendradeve was
deeply influenced by karl marx and Lenin and
called himsalf amarxist .

Narendradeva was greatly attracted by
the personality of the Buddha and Buddhist
philosophy. it was Narebdradeva who was
resposible for Jawaharlal's leaning towards the
BUddhist faith and the introduction of Buddhism
in the congress party guidelinesand among
Congressmen. Sri prakasa ,antimate friend of
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Narendradeva, wrote"l remember Jawaharlal
telling me once ," Prasada,you know | am not a
religiousman ,but if onereligion attractsme it is
Buddhism ,Nehru always carried the Buddha's
portrait in aleather case which was kept open by
his beside wherever he went".

He was an erudite scholar ,a keen
observer of history and great analyst of the
dynamicsof society ." Hewasaboveall, agentiman
par excellence, ajewel of aman ,aprince among
policians". A writer hasrightly said that to bewith
Acharya Narendradeva was to be in the company
of a Book of knowledge. It was ,therefore, no
surprisethat pandit Jawaharlal Nehru , who wrote
THe Discovery of indiain the Ahmadnagar Fort
prison during 1942 Quitindia Movement , candidly
admitted that book because he had with himinthe
two encyclopaedias Acharya Narendradeva and
MaulanaAbdul KalamAzad.

Narendradeva was a socialist leader.if
Gandhi was the father of indian nation
,Narendradevawas the father of indian socialism.
He did not accept Marxism as a doctrine and its
regimented philosophy.His deep convictioninthe
equality of man had made him a socialist in word
and in deep.His belief in modern and scientific
orientation of the past and his readiness to learn
from the contemporary experiences in various
voubtries of the world enabled him to bring about
asynthesis between Marxism and Buddhism. He
lived thelife of afighter aswell as saint.

Hewasnot apaliticianintheordinlry sense
He was a great idealist who never sacrificed his
principles for the sake of expediency and never
ran after power at the cost of faith and belief inhis
cause.

His great work was Budha Dharma and
Darshan, Buddhism and its philosophy. He spent
mor than a decade writing this book. This was
published afew hours before hisdeath. Thiswork
was am excellent treatise on Buddhist
philosophy.He had also made a valuable
contribution to Buddhist studies by trand ating into
Hindi and English Abhidharmakosh of Sarvastivada
originally written by AcharyaVasubandbu, the 4th
century great Buddhi st philosopher. At the el eventh
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hour of his life, he was compiling a glossary of
Buddhist terminol ogy, but could not compl ete.

Acharya Narendradeva was man of
sacrifice, a seeker of truth and a fighter for
liberation from all sorts of defilements. When he
went to China as a member of the first cultureal
mission sponsored by the Government of India, he
had just an ordinarypair of black shoes and not
even another pair of chappalsor slipperswith him.
Yet when he went to a distant place for a short
while he used to carry with him some very old
Buddhist texts and other books and notes which
were very dear to him.

Great Indian leader Jayaprakash Narayan
rightly said about him, we owe adebt of gratitude
to Acharya Narendradeva- a debt to his unique
personality, hiscivility and affection, to hisintellctual
contributions, hisleadership, and aboveall, to his
innocent, selfless, intensely humane charactor, his
renunciation and sacrifice.

H.L. Singh is a writer and researcher. He
hasworked astrandator and editor. He haswritten
several books. Abrief encyclopedia of Buddhism
inNepal, Nepal in Records, Mordern Interpretation
of Buddhism, are important ones.
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S eRTEETs ot Y& TRURT 23T |
WX % T feRoaant wetfaer

qreAterd fevuaael wetaRR AT Heew

fereedir 1. s ey srgaTeeehr 4%, @t quatafaer
AT IT el TAAT TTATHT QO FaT FATTHTAT HoTeT
Mg J&t O TRAT |
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AT 98] HARFINIT HETRATaRe SUTAEH
Tl QR (1. AHTT) AT QAT (AT TFHAR) T
g (=1, L) 299 'R (= feeare) faeme
ATTE (AT, gFART) ISt aTHTE (T SR AT
TATATE 1. FGTTeT) FHA AATF (A, AT) TSI ST
Tewr Wt B | Ty wartawm qar fae ifdade
qTed, AAGH] T BaSTH BT (T | I JaoT HrshHT
Ty avafa, ey wfe, Tae Sofawasr ofq Iafefa
TRl forr |

Inr e faaeger e ffeR T
Al ©

AT HUSHZRT AT fam=r ART qer fagea=n
& fer @9, Fgia q, SRR 98 faera o
TATTERT AT TR~ TUH G |

=Y 98] FHR 19T HETRATaR T Jod AT
FIIT ITh THATHT, FIAHTAT AR T2 fafaw sraar
Fr el ST gad, Sifaa ¥ qag @
B Tresecls T T a7 RERR v T
AT FEFHTAT A ATSIHRT FUAFRUT AAH TS
STTRTCT ATOHT Twed AT | AT 9w el &,
TTH TATERS GvIaTE AT o, AJATT BIAFHT el
T TUHT 2T | FREFHAAT FATHR T FESTH Thed
Fermerett 9fr gaeTe Tiewerr foar |

£ Pt gai g dsemr Prgg Twhfct
= 9%

AT it o, oz fie aatrehfcree! Tt
T Trey gwebli, ey seTrpehita, el srew, dfafT
frepTeT FIOeT JATAG TAT AT AMCT ddH AAET
SLHGAIE MR, TAT IUFb SUNAhIeer arer 7
P e g P ey Al S Aereafawar
TEaam” dfg Rad ATy 9SHr 99 GediqHr 98]
Tsebliciers ST @ | fad 0% Frewr & Hifd
faer, HIfIRAT Fatad g1 HUH e =rmseblia feama

fey Feem Herefara guH R gtews |

T B TAHHE T & A ANEF I
T 35

UPF & steme 18 A@g 99me o7 Teard
THA ST THE AT T HA[ehT TAGATATART =TsT
I THAR 1 ARVER VSTl [GRTE ATfaeAa T UF
ATAATHHHT FedN e T THS JaT YHfed! Jureiaar
ATAT [aT I (Fel Iwa¥ ) FAT ek AT AT
o Af AIMIE Foad TR AT qET 94T |

ITh ATIHT &% TATAH] ATIH A8 THE T
THATT THA SFAE AT A AHHB! ATAbemdTs
Hfers e Feanr faqwuer o | anfaeewa
STAERTENTET AT ¥ 98] Ageel T T TR T
TfeueRr i |

ITh FAHTAT & TOGE ITh TAT e a1l ATHTH
AT TES ATTH AIAFT 0] AIAATE Il +3 FHT
TgrE T Ik ATRIEHT HAT Yeaxare faars MR
forT |

AIHEE h T HHHAT el ATHHE AARES
T 99 AfqiTe® Wd T TehiaHIe Miwae &l
I3 TR ATNIE, Aol TAGAare =1l § ThaR
T U, TH 0GR AUET, FAT Fra?-Feel A1 e Hewm
T gHE AT T HT AAE TF AT FATTE 2T ThATS
TFA A ale] HUHT 9T |

FEANIEEdTs YT TAEE T ATSa Taeeees
T FHII THE T AT FaT T HUH Ih
FTHHAT FAT Yea? I AHAT TR FITHHAT
AR ARG TS FoelTs geaTd I T |
Fraxel FeramdEe! AT el {937 |

T PIUHH AT AreTehl IS (] el Feneteh
T TR o |

TR
durs ufer 3mbel aRuR atedl dig acel a2
JIARIR USTS 3oiog il UfSiiens Jgiar dlol
TACOREORS | - JAFUIGDH
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