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Buddhism: My faith

It's 2552 yearsthat lord Buddha left his
precious and espensive wedlth of true ideas
and kwowledgeto get relief from pain, misries
and of course the common word ‘ Dukkha.
Dukkhaishidingin every corner of theworld.
All thelivingin organismshaveto faceand go
through common path to suffer from ansciety,
pain and surrow. Infact, it isthelaw of nature. Thesimple
fact to satisfy isthat ababy bornswith acommon saying
“I’mgoingtosuffer’. Itisnot actually said but his/her cry
immediately after birth ressemblesthisfact.

Buddha's redlistic teaching will vanish astime
crossesit’slimit to 5,000 yearsassaid by him. After that
world once again would fall on darknees and the pepole
on earth have to wait for the safe path ie knoweledge of
enlightment until thearrival of next Tathagata.

So, being supreme creature of planet, we
shouldn’t befoolish by wating thearrival of next Buddha
to follow the path assured.We should regard ourselves
fortunate that we are enrolled in Buddhism by of course
doing good deeds in the past life We shouldn’t forget
that if unfortunately wewerein the other religion perhaps
wewouldn’t haveany tracesasdropsof ideason Dhamma
but unknowingly we have afalesfaith that wehad donea
lotinthename of Dhamma.

All the Buddhists know that getting human lifeis
very difficult. Tethagata, had given lots of heart touching
examplesto make peapleknow how much preseciouslife
they have got.One of the best example provesit describing
the incident of turtle in a ocean .An old tustle is deeply
inside the ocean and had arare chances of coming on the
surfface of water.Similarly, anwooden bosc withaholein
itsmiddleisfloating onthe ocean initsowth path.It must
be a rare case when turtle coming on the surface and
wooden bosc not only come closes bed the turtte had a
wooden bosc gone on its neck. But Tathagata had told
that getting human lifeismuch morerarer than theincident
of turtle.

By this,we can broden our mind
thinking how much precious life we have got. So we
shouldn’'t wasteit. Asweall know Dhammaisvanishing
day by day.Mgjority of people arein faith and belief and
exploiting whether their religion is true or false. We all
should know that Dhamma doesn't discriminate for rich
and poor. Just like if we knowingly or unknowingly put
our hands on fire, it hurts. similarly, the law of Dhamma

— T Ew

- Sushil Manandhar, Chhetrapati

appliesfor al. Infact, al the Buddhists should
know the exact meaning of Dhammaas said by
lord.
SabbapapassaAkaranam
KusalassaUpasampada
SachittaPariyodapanam
Yetam BuddanaSasanam
Not todoevil ?
Topurify on€ smint
Tocultivatemerit,
Topurify on€ smint
ThisistheTeaching of Buddhas
S0, beinginthisrdigionweshould not just remember
what Dhamma is but we should try to make habit of
persuing it in our daliy life so that we can be conifident
that we have lived successsfull life. Successfull notin a
sense of earning wesalth but in a sense of satisfying the
inner core of mind which infact makes a exact sense of

living wounderful and praiseworthy life. @
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World Hreitage Lumbini 1

Owing toits outstanding cultural and religious
uniqueness the World Heritage Committee inscribed
Lumbini, the birthplace of the Buddha, on the
UNESCO World Heritage List in 1997. Since 2004
the World Heritage Committee has invited the State
Party on several occasions "to take urgent action,
possibly through assistance from the World Heritage
Fund, towards the elaboration of a comprehensive
Management Plan for the property, built around its
Outstanding Universal Value and in line with the
principles set out in the recently revised Operational
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World
Heritage Convention (paragraphs 96 — 119)*. Based
on the successful implementation of an Integrated
Management Framework for the Kathmandu Valley
World Heritage Site in June 2007 the State Party
(Department of Archaeology) in a letter written to
the World Heritage Committee on February 01, 2008,
committed itself to the preparation and
implementation of an Integrated Management Plan
for the WHS Lumbini. UNESCO Kathmandu hired
Mr. Kai Weise as a consultant to facilitate the IMP
for Lumbini. Owing to its outstanding cultural and
religious uniqueness the WHS Lumbini deserves
outstanding management and protection of its
archaeology, religious and peaceful intangiblevalue,
and environment as well as efforts made towards
the socio-economic development of the local
population. Below pleasefind awide range of issues
that is directly or indirectly threatening the
Outstanding Universa Value of WHS Lumbini aswell
asother Historic Buddhist siteslocated in the Lumbini
Development Area. To address the many issues an
integrated planning for the Historic Buddhist Region
iscalled for, which eventually could lead to a Serial

m Bhikkhu Vivekananda

World Heritage Nomination of other Historic Buddhist
Sites?,3. Informati on management, zoning, integrated
management, socio-economic development,
environment management, organization development,
capacity building, and research are all standard tools
at the hands of site managers of World Heritage Sites
worldwide. Applying these tools to the Lumbini
Development Areawill bein theinterest of all major
stakeholders.
1. Issues

Thereisahost of issuesthat is related to
the management and protection of WHS Lumbini,
the Kenzo Tange M aster Plan area, other ancient sites
related to the life of the Buddha and the socio-
economic development within the Lumbini
Development Area. Some of the major ones are:

Contentious design of the new Maya Devi
Temple; mossgrowth; conservation of marker stone;
ground water level; poor ventilation and excessive
humidity inside the temple; restoration techniques
and methods!; in Sacred Garden finding balance
between protection of archaeological remains and
accommodating the needs of pilgrims and visitors,
i.e. archaeology versusliving religion?; absence of a
clear plan for the Greater Sacred Garden?; lack of
zoning laws and building guidelines for restricted
zones and other zones; lack of enforcement of
restricted zone of Lumbini Master Plan area®; hostile
population and vandalism within Lumbini Master Plan
area(4); illegal felling of trees, cattle grazing; serious
pollution of environment especialy intheindustrial
park between Bhairahawa and Lumbini; poor
industry compliance with environment protection
law; increase in visitors and pilgrims; increase of
solid waste and lack of waste management;

Reference: 1. World Committee, Draft Decision 29 COM 7B.55, 2004

2. Stovel, H., Report of Mission to Lumbini, Nepal, to begin Preparation of the Integrated Management Plan (IMP) for the
World Heritage Property, April 20-27, 2008, submitted May, 2008, p. 28

3. Weise, K., Lumbini, The Birthplace of Lord Buddha, Integrated Management Plan, Issues & Management Objectives,

Kathmandu, August 2008

1. Atzori, A., Lumbini: Present Status and Future Challenges, UNESCO, Kathmandu, 2006, p. 86
2. Lumbini Institutions, A Buddhist Vision for the Lumbini Sacred Garden, Lumbini, 2006
3. Stovel, H., Report of Mission to Lumbini, Nepal, to begin Preparation of the Integrated Management Plan (IMP) for the

World Heritage Property, April 20-27, 2008, submitted May, 2008, p. 15f.

4. ibid., p. 19
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uncontrolled and rampant construction of buildings
and roads around Lumbini; rapidly increasing local
population resulting in pressures on the archagol ogical
sites; on average |ow socio-economic status of local
residentswithin region; discontinuity of management
objectives and strategy at Lumbini and other sites;
lack of co-ordination among ministries and line
agencies, responsibilities are not well defined; often
inadequate quality of public construction; inactivity
of the International Committee for the Devel opment
of Lumbini at United Nations(5;6);
2. Regional Approach

Scores of archaeological sites related to
thelife of the Buddha and to Buddhism span an area
from Kapilavastu in the west to Ramagrama in the
east. This fact has been acknowledged in the form
of alaw. The Lumbini Development Trust Act, 1985,
in § 2 (a) statesthat the"Lumbini Development Area’
meansand includes Tilaurakot (ancient Kapilavastu),
Gotihawa, Niglihawa, Sagarhawa, Sisiniyakot,
Araurakot, Kudan (Kapilavastu), Devadaha
(Rupandehi), Ramgram (Nawalparasi), which are
directly or indirectly related with thelife of the Lord
Buddha and his birthplace, Lumbini, and it shall
include other areas as specified by Nepal
Government by a notification in Nepal Gazette.

In 1996 — 1998 Professor G. Verardi and
M. Jacoli conducted aterritorial survey of Kapilavastu
District by usingaGISt. A total of 136 archaeological
sites were identified, 110 of which were new sites.
If similar territorial surveys were to be undertaken
in Rupandehi and Nawalparasi Districts then most
prabably many more archaeological sites related to
the life of the Buddha and Buddhism could be
identified and preserved for future generations.
Taking a regional approach in developing and
implementing the Integrated M anagement Plan (IMP)

cum Environment Management System (EMS) could
|ead to aBuddhist World Heritage serial inscriptiong.
If this regional approach is not taken for the
development and implementation of the IMP then
unplanned development and improper farming
practices may put many archaeological sites at risk.
Since the Lumbini Development Trust Act defines
the Lumbini Development Area as covering three
districts and most probably containing previously
unknown archaeological sites the scope of the
proposed IMP cum EMS should cover the three
districts, namely Kapilavastu District, Rupandehi
District, and Nawalparasi District.
The Declaration of the Second World

Buddhist Summit and the International Committee
for the Development of Lumbini echoes this stance
(4).

3. Information Management

Issues: At present the LDT collection of
essential geographical, archaeol ogical, demographic,
and socio-economic dataon archaeol ogical sitesand
their surrounding areas within the Lumbini
Development Areais inadequate. Relevant data are
not stored in one place or format. The sheer number
of archaeological sites (probably above 200 sites)
within the Lumbini Development Area makes the
establishment of an information management
database necessary.

The main objective in setting up such a
database is: improvement of management,
conservation, and protection of archaeological sites
within the Lumbini Development Area. Secondary
objectives are: Sharing information related to
archaeological sites within Lumbini Development
Area with UNESCO, WHC, Nepa Government,
general public, researchers, interest groupst; regular
monitoring of value of asite?

References: 5. Weise, K., Lumbini: Present Status and Future Challenges, UNESCO, Kathmandu, 2006, p. 47 -59
6. Weise, K., Lumbini, The Birthplace of Lord Buddha, Integrated Management Plan, Issues & Management Objectives,
Kathmandu, August 20081. Verardi, G., Excavations at GotihawaAnd a Territorial Survey in Kapilavastu District of Nepal,
Lumbini International Research Institute, Occasional Papers, 2, Lumbini 2002, p. 33 - 44

2. Jacoli, M. and Verardi, G, Aerial Imagery, GISand Predictive Modelsfor Identifying Archaeological Sites, Terai, Nepal, in
M. Taddei ed., South Asian Archaeology 1997. Rome — Naples

3. Stovel, H., Report of Mission to Lumbini, Nepal, to begin preparation of the Integrated Management Plan (IMP) for the
World Heritage Property, May 2008, p. 28

4. Weise, K., Lumbini, The Birthplace of Lord Buddha, Integrated Management Plan, Issues & Management Objectives,
Kathmandu, August 2008

1. World Heritage Committee, 25th session, Helsinki, Finland, December 11 — 16, 2001, Progress Report of the Information
Strategy, p. 1 —9;

2. Stovel, H., Monitoring World Cultural Heritage Sites, internet file;
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Activities: definition of a data storage
system and format; data collection from various
sources (archaeological missions, geo-physical
missions, soil and other field surveys, GIS, satellite
photos, GPS, paper documentation, population
statistics, etc); identification of known and unknown
archaeological sites; production, editing, and updating
of maps; production of amonitoring system; support
for zoning project; demarcation of zones; research;
book publications; support for decision making
related to archaeological sites, local population,
planned and unplanned construction etc.?

All of these activities will improve the
management and conservation of archaeological sites
under the jurisdiction of LDT. They will further
contribute to a socio-economic development of
surrounding areas, and satisfy the need for
information of various stakeholders. Help from
organizations and experts working in this field will
be required, e.g. World Heritage Committee,
UNESCO, UNDPR, JICA,

4. Zoning

Issues: At present zoning within the
Lumbini Development Areaislimited to core zones
around the major archaeological sites, such as
Lumbini, Kudan, Niglihawa, Gotihawa, Ramagrama,
and Devadaha. The Kenzo Tange Master Plan for
Lumbini calls for two Restricted Zones (1x3 mile
each) and Agricultural Zones (1x5 miles) as part of
the Master Plan Area. Both categories of zones are
not being monitored nor enforced. A laissez faire
atitude prevailsamong government bodiesasaresult
of which much undesired construction is taking
place.

Objectives: Themain objective of zoningisthe
protection of OUV and management of the cultural
World Heritage Site Lumbini, and other archaeol ogical
sites within the Lumbini Development Area. Other
objectives are: zoning controls the access to an
archaeological site; it reduces conflicts among user
groups, improves research and monitoring, and

controls undesired development activities in the
various zones.

In the Asia-Pacific region, UNESCO Bangkok
has been promoting the adoption of "Zoning and
Environmental Management and Devel opment Plans’.
These plans provide a way to balance the
conservation of the site with the need for economic
development that will benefit the local community
through conservation work and the development of
sustainable tourism. The plans provide for away to
balance the different needs of the different parties
involved, both from the public and private sector,
resulting in mutually-agreed upon objectives and
policies. The implementation of the plans can then
occur in conjunction with thework of other agencies
and individuals, with aclear division of responsibility
between every party involved. It also alows for
heritage management to occur inrelation to economic
development plans. By balancing conservation,
tourism, and local economic needs, the plan allows
for the sustainable socio-economic development of
the area

Within the Lumbini Development Area six
different categories of zones of different levels of
management and legal protection could be defined.
These have to be coupled with well-defined laws,
which need to be enforced. Adequate zoning and
enforcement of the relevant laws will greatly
contribute to an adequate protection of archaeol ogical
sites and a planned devel opment. Such zones could
be: Monument Zone, Archaeol ogy Protection Zone,
Sites of Archaeological, Anthropological and
Historical Interest, Industry-free Environment
Protection Zone (11km)3,(4), (5), Regional Socio-
Economic Development Zone, Special Economic
Zones and Industrial Corridors.

To Be Continuou.......

References:3. APSARA, www.autoriteapsara.org.

1. Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Site, Integrated Management Framework, Kathmandu, June 2007,

2. Third Royal Decree on Zoning in Angkor Region, Cambodia, 1994, 3.
Lumbini Institutions, Petition: Urgent creation of an 11km industry-free zone around Lumbini, February 21, 2008;

4. Principles for the Management of Protected Areas in Mesoamerica, Prepared by the Mesoamerican Environmental Law
Program at the University of FloridaCollege of Law and the Mesoamerican Environmental Law Network (RODA), internet

file;
Protection Law, 1997;

5. Nepal Environment
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