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Adopted Resolution and the 63rd session of
the UN General Assembly.

This year on 20th May, 2008, the
people of the world in general and
Buddhistscommunitiesin particular, have
celebrated The Triple Blessed Day — the
Full Moon day in the month of May to
commemorate—the Triple Blessed Day — .
thebirth of the Buddha, hisattainment of §
Enlightenment and his passing away — by l

highlight an inval uable contributionsmade

by Lord Buddhafor the salvation of theMankind in
theworld. Similar tothelast year, thisyear also the
2552nd Buddha Jayanti have been observed in the
United Nations Officein Kathmandu to highlight the
concept of peace based on the Teaching of the Lord
Buddhaaswell asto persuade the United Nationsin
implementing the adopted resolution No 54/115 by
the United Nations. In fact, the United Nations
Organization is supposed to observe — the Day of
Baishak asaday of an International Recognition, at
itsHeadquarters and other United Nations Offices.
Theresolutionto thiseffect was adopted at the 79th
plenary meeting of the United Nations, on December
15, 1999, after it was sponsored by 34 member
countries of the world body. But the resolution has
not beenimplemented, sofar, by the United Nations,
despite the lapses of more than nine years. The
resol ution has not perhaps beenimplemented because
the resolution adapted by the Plenary meeting /
General Assembly of the UN is not generally
mandatory, according to the provisions of the current
UN charter. Under this situation, how to persuade
the United Nations in implementing the adopted
resolution No. 54/115 hasheen one of the challenges
that the peace loving peopl e of theworld have been
facing.

The major paragraphs of the resolution No.
54/115 adopted have been—

1)  Acknowledging the hope expressed by
the International Buddhist Conference held in Sri-
Lanka in November, 1998 that the Triple Blessed
Day — the day of the Full Moon in the month of
M % each year, berecognized internationally andin

(AT
s

organizing various programmes to Prem Lal Chitrakar

particular at the United Nations
Headquarter and other United Nations
Offices.

2) Recognizing that the Day of the
Full Moon in the month of May is the
most sacred to Buddhists who
commemorate on that day — the birth of
the Buddha, his attainment of
Enlightenment, and his passing away.

3) Considering that International
Recognition at United NationsHeadquarter and other
United Nations Offices would constitute an
acknowledgment of the contribution that Buddhism
— one of the oldest religions in the world, has
madefor over two and half millennium and continues
to makethe spirituality of humanity.

4) Resolves that without cost to the United
Nations—appropriated arrangements shall be
made for Internationals Observance of the day of
Baishak at the United Nations Headquartersand other
United Nations Offices, in consultation with the
relevant United Nations Officesand with permanent
missions that also wish to be consulted.

Now the big question that lies before al of us
is that why the last paragraph of the adopted
resolution has not been addressed by the UN?

According to availableinformation, no thought
has been given by the UN in observing the Triple
Blessed Day either at the United NationsHeadquarters
or in the other United Nations Offices, ever since
the resolution No. 54/115 was adapted in 1999. If
theadopted Resolution isnot going to beimplemented
how can one believe that the reform measures
contemplated by the Secretary General of the United
Nations, Ban Ki — Moon would be adopted and
implemented by the United Nationsand its member
nationsin the daysto come?

The observation of the Day of Baishak by the
United Nations is very important today than ever
before because the peace and security of theworld
today ishanging in balance. The peace and security
of the world has increasing been threatening in
recent yearsdueto increasing indecisiveness of the
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UN in resolving the major global issueswhich have
been threatening the peace and the security of the
world. Under these situation the change in the
thinking of theworld leadersare essentially essentia
in conceptualizing peace and security but also in
meeting the Millennium Development Goal of the
United Nations.

Historically al the governmentsof theworld —
have basically been observing different Days, such
as International Year of Ecotourism, World Food
Day, World Water Day to name but few, ever since,
the United Nations Organization was established in
1945. These different Days have been observed to
highlight theimportance of the Day designated. They
have also been observed o create awarenessaswell
asto deepen the understanding of theimportance of
the Day designated intermsof itsaimsand objectives.
Thesedifferent Days have al so been observing based
on given themes. Therefore similar processesare 0
befollowed in observing the Triple Blessed Day by
the United Nations, a least, from the year 2009
onwards.

In fact, an International Observation of the
Triple Blessed Day by the UN isto be considered
not only as a challenge to the United Nations
Organization in conceiving anew global paradigm
of peace and security in the world, based on the
peace massage of Lord Buddhabut it isalso asan
opportunities to salvage the mankind from their
suffering through the spiritual awakening ( in
devel oping Kusha achhitain the minds of the people
) in the world. It is, therefore, an appropriate
mechanismisto be conceived to observethe Triple
Blessed Day by the UN, at least, from the year 2009
onwards.

Considering theincreasing undesirableactivities
that have been going on all over theworld aswell as
above mentioned factors, Nepal in general and
Buddhist in particular have developed a new
mechanism on how to implement the adopted
resolution No. 54/115 by the UN. The mechanism
developed has been based on the conclusionsdrawn
by an Interaction Programme which have been
organized by an International Institute of Buddhist
Studies Nepal which was held a world Buddhist
Temple at New Banewshwor in Nepal on 30th
November 2004.

The Ananda Bhoomi A Buddhist Monthly—
Themgjor conclusionsdrawn by an Interaction

Programmes have been:

1) The Baishak Purnima—the Full Moon Day
in the month of May isto be observed

by the United Nations as a day of an
International Recognition, according to the adopted
resolution No. 54/115.

2) The observance of the Baishak Purnimais
not only to be limited to the United Nations
Headquarters and other United Nations Offices but
itisalsoto beobserved, each year by all the member
countries of the United Nations, under the clarion
call of the United Nations.

3) The Baishak Purnimaisalso to be observed
not only to highlight the importance of the day
designated but also to create awareness as well as
to deepen the understanding of the teachings of
Buddhaintermsof their impact (through sermonizing
) for the betterment of mankind in the world.

4) In observing the Baishak Purnima, each
year an appropriate theme is also to be
given, it isto be given not only to disseminate the
invaluable teachings of Lord Buddha but also in
concelving a new global paradigm of peace and
security in the world.

5) An International Institute of Buddhist
StudiesNepal needsa soto beestablished inNepa,
the birth place of Lord Buddha, under the United
Nationsto provide appropriatetheme, eachyear, in
observing the Day of Baishak —the Full Moon Day,
in the month of May.

Currently, the 63rd session of the United
Nations General Assembly isgoing onin New York
from 16 September 2008. New team of Nepalese
delegationsisal so participating in this session with
new expectationsand aspirationsunder thechanging
situation in Nepal. Under this situation, the above
mentioned mechanisms on how to implement the
adopted resolution No. 54/115 areto be brought for
serious considerations in the current 63rd session
of the UN General Assembly through Nepalese
delegations and get them adopted for their
implementation at |east from the year 2009.
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World Heritage Lumbini - 2

Activities: Identify all archaeological sites;
devel op aclear zoning concept applicabletothe Lumbini
Development Area; define aprecise and comprehensive
law proposal on zoning applicable to the Lumbini
Development Area2; formulate building guidelines for
different zones; land use by-laws for different zones;
define boundaries of zones and sites; demarcate zone 1
and 2 with markersof different colors; co-ordinate with
other ministries, line agencies, and especially with
Ministry of Industry, Ministry of Commerce and
Supplies, Dept. of Small and Cottage Industry, SEZ
Project, Butwal, Bhairahawa, K apilavastu Chambers of
Commerce and Industry regarding zoning plan; jointly
defineboundariesof SEZ andindustrial corridors; clearly
demarcatethe Butwal —Bhairahawalndustrial Corridor/
Park and other Special Economic Zones, oncethe zones
and their boundaries have been clearly defined submit
law proposal on zoning in the Lumbini Devel opment
Area to government for promulgation; inform local
population about protected zones and relevant laws;
enforcement of zones through aerial monitoring
(overflights), guard patrolling, village surveys; stop
people who violate zoning laws; stop people who
illegally construct new buildings in restricted zones;
purchase land around archaeological sites to create a
buffer zone controlled by L DT; integrated management
planwill have an appendix "Land Zoning Map", witha
series of color code boundaries that signify different
zones, like "residential”, "commercia", "industrial",
"environmental protection”, etc.; in integrated
management plan specify three types of development
for each zone- (@) what is permitted without approval
from the governing body for the area (whoever that is),
(b) what is permitted only by approval, and (c) what is
prohibited (8); set up apermanent and semi-autonomous
organization with guaranteed funding and staff that is
responsible for maintaining the zoning and granting
approva, e.g. Lumbini Planning and Development Board
®);

The following organizations have technical
experience in zoning: Department of Archaeology,
Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Site, UNESCO
Bangkok, APSARA (Cambodia), Tampalaya National

m Bhikku Vivekananda

Park (Argentine), Vat Phou and Champasak Cultural
Landscape (Lao PDR).

5. IMPfor entireLumbini Development Area

Issues: Mostly the concept of World Heritage is
not well understood in Lumbini; there is little
appreciation of Lumbini as a World Heritage Site; at
present no Integrated Management Plan existsfor WHS
Lumbini nor for Kapilavastu and Ramagrama; State Party
is interested to have Kapilavastu and Ramagrama
inscribed on World Heritage list; up to now ad hoc
management of WHS Lumbini; contentious
reconstruction of Maya Devi Temple; Kenzo Tange
Master Plan itself does not ensure the conservation of
WHS Lumbini; on several occasionsthe OUV hasbeen
compromised; distinction between Kenzo Tange M aster
Plan and Integrated Management Plan is not well
understood; the mission report (2005) of the World
Heritage Centre suggested that the Management Plan
was the key action required and that al other actions
should be integrated into it. In a progress report the
State party on February 1, 2008, mentioned its efforts
for the preparation of the Integrated Management Plan,
approaching the model used for the seven monument
zones of the Kathmandu Valley .

AsLDT islegally responsiblefor the management
of the entire Lumbini Development Area it seems
appropriate to formulate and apply the Integrated
Management Plan not only to the Lumbini Sacred Garden
alone but also to other known archaeological sites in
the Lumbini Development Area. The State Party is
interested to have K apilavastu and Ramagramainscribed
on the World Heritage List. One requirement is that a
site is properly managed. With an IMP in place these
two sites then would qualify as properly managed.
Apart from precisely defining the WHS Lumbini interms
of its OUV, authenticity, integrity, and boundaries the
formulation of an IMPwill clarify theinstitutional, legal,
and economic framework applicableto all sitesand the
implementation of avariety of activitiesto manage and
protect WHS Lumbini and other archaeological sites.

Ovjectives

The primary objective of Integrated M anagement
isthe protection of the Outstanding Universal Valuet of

6.Buffer zones as a Tool for Protecting WHS, internet file;
7.Protected Area Planning and Management, internet file;
8. Allas, M., personal communication received 30.08.08
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the WHS Lumbini and future serial inscriptionswithin
the Lumbini Development Area, while taking into
account the needs of pilgrims and visitors to enhance
the dual nature of the site (archaeological site and
pilgrimage destination) as well as socio-economic
development of local residents, protection of the
environment, safety, and preparedness for potential
future threats. Secondary objectives consist in
improving the continuity of management of ancient
sites, and improving the co-ordination of planning and
implementation of activitiesconcerning LDA of various
government ministries, agencies, and other
stakehol ders.

Activities: develop and adopt an integrated
management framework to protect and sustain the
Outstanding Universa Value of WHS Lumbini and future
seria inscriptionst; safeguard the Site's Authenticity
and/or Integrity by implementing consistent
management; define approach and strategies for the
preservation of the Outstanding Universal Value of the
property through the improvement of existing
institutional, legal, and economic frameworks; build
management capacity and a sense of ownership among
Site Managers without which World Heritage values
cannot be protected, preserved and promoted; establish
a Management Implementation Group to oversee the
implementation of objectives and actions set out inthe
plan, to review and update the Management Plan, to
oversee compliance of the Site with World Heritage
Convention requirements and periodic reporting;
establish a'documentation center ' exclusively dealing
with World Heritage Site issues to facilitate site
evaluation, integrating conservation, and to take
requisite action to formulate site management plans;
establish (i ) a Scientific/Intellectual Advisory
Committee?, with experts and scholars from various
fields: land use, infrastructure, history, archaeology,
conservation, architecture etc., and (ii ) a Stakeholder
Committee, with stakehol derswho possess knowledge,
capacities and aspirations that are relevant to the
heritage management; regularly monitor indicators of
potential threats to core zone, buffer zone and other
defined zones; purchase privately owned land around
ancient sites, in restricted areas of the KT Master Plan,
and declare it as protection area; arrange for regular
and daily guided tours for pilgrims and tourists from
Lumbini to related sites, especially during high-season;
Enhancethe Integrated Management Plan for theWorld
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o holding an annual "Conflict Management/
Peace Building Workshop" for LDT management, staff,
all stakeholdersand focus on its outcomes and conduct
regular follow-up meetings;

0 encouraging LDT staff to improve their
knowledge and understanding of the significance of
theWorld Heritage Site, its protection and preservation,
and other similar WH Sites;

o balancing the protection of archaeological
remainswith the requirements of pilgrimsand visitors;

o identifying, monitoring, and addressing
visitors amenities;

0 creating awareness amongst the local
community, the general public and studentson thevalue
of the World Heritage Property;

o sending site managers and buffer zone
managers to training courses.

6. Socio-economicdevelopment

Issues: Owing to thelow standard of living of the
local population the IMP cum EMS for the Lumbini
Development Area need to make provisions for its
sustai nable human, social, and economic devel opment.
In the long run this will lead to a socio-economic
upliftment of the local residents and contribute to a
peaceful co-existence of the archaeological sites and
the local population. In the recent past and present
L DT’ s socio-economic devel opment activities consisted
of drilling wellsin thevillages, providing hand pumps,
granting scholarships to school children, giving
vegetable seeds and encouraging vegetable farming,
offering food (prasad) to local residents on the
auspicious day of Vesak (full moon of May), arranging
for two free health camps, offering job opportunitiesto
locals, providing training to rickshaw pullers. LDT co-
operated with Tourism for Rural Poverty Alleviation
Program (TRPAP) over a period of six years. From
September 2001 until June 2007 TRPAP conducted a
number of poverty alleviation activitiesthrough tourism
in theregion. TRPAP measures have hel ped to connect
local villageswith tourism. However, TRPAPactivities
are neither addressing the fundamental causes of
poverty intheregion nor arethey sustainable. Thesocial
development strategy adopted by International
Buddhist Society (IBS) has been much more successful.
IBS runs a community-based network of local leaders
(onefor every 10 households) and a head group leader
inevery village. Ontop of thisevery village hasahealth

1. Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Site, Integrated Management Framework, Kathmandu, June 2007
2. Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Site, Integrated Plan of Action, Kathmandu, June 2007
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committee consisting of locals. IBS's programs
(Community Learning Center, hygiene classes, free
health clinic, various health camps, safe drinking water
campaign, mobile clinic for pregnant women and
infants, etc.) are jointly designed by IBS and villagers
for theimmediate benefit of thevillagersand carried out
by thevillagers. IBS programs haveyielded substantial
results (decreasing illiteracy, increased attention being
paid to health and hygiene issues, decrease of gastro-
intestinal diseases, upgrading of Khudabagar Secondary
School to the first Higher Secondary School in the
region, etc.)(4). Furthermore, the programs have lead to
a strengthening of self-confidence among local
residents, especially among women, an increased
understanding and appreciation of Lumbini and other
sites. Evenif IBSwereto ceaseitsoperationsthevarious
programsin the villages would go on.

Objective for social development: Ensure an
inclusive (participatory), sustainable, pro-poor, pro-
rural, pro-lower socio-economic class social
development, which is based on action research
(villagers define themselves what their priority needs
are) and the collection and analysis of demographic,
geographic, and socio-economic data as part of the
information management system. Inthe case of Lumbini
favor those families who were re-located to create the
Lumbini Master PlanArez?.

Activities: Go into local villages and initiate a
participatory process in which the locals come to a
consensus about their highest priority social needs,
which activitiesareto be undertaken, and inwhich areas
they need help from otherst; set up a system of social
development indicators and monitor these on aregular
basis; examples of social development activities could
be: do social mapping in every village; arrange for
literacy classes; encourage the forming of self-help
groups; capacity building of local communities; train
localsin conflict resol ution?; make government services
need-oriented; in villages set up a grain bank, which
will distribute grain especialy to the poorest in avillage
in the case of anatural or man-made disaster (draught,

flooding, war etc.); provide scholarshipsto children of
poor families; in this give preference to those families
who were dispelled to make way for the Kenzo Tange
Master Plan3; training in health and hygiene; education;
micro-credits;

Objective for economic development: Ensure a
sustainable, environment-friendly, inclusive, pro-poor,
pro-rural, pro-lower class economic development, which
is based on action research and the collection and
analysis of relevant data as outlined above. Favor
familiesthat werere-located after 1978.

Activities: Initiate a participatory processin the
villages and let villagers come to a consensus about
their most pressing economic needs, the activities that
need to be undertaken, and the help they might need®;
set up a variety of economic development indicators
and monitor these on a regular basis (such indicators
could be: total number of local residents employed by
LDT, monasteries, hotelsand guest housesin and around
Lumbini, number of vegetable farmersin surrounding
villages, averageincomefrom vegetablefarming, number
of rickshaw pullersworkingin Lumbini, average monthly
income, number of souvenir manufacturers, their
income); Possible activities that could contribute to
economic development could be: promoting vegetable
farming, souvenir production, basket weaving,
involving local residentsin awaste management project
for the collection and re-cycling of solid waste within
thelocal villagesand on the Lumbini Master PlanAreg;
bicycle rental; encourage the production of natural
fertilizer (compost) and use this instead of chemical
fertilizer; send talented young women and men for
nursing training, plumbing training, housekeeping
training, gardener training, computer training, guide
training, etc.

Further research into the most appropriate socio-
economic development strategy needs to be done.
Sacio-economic development could be carried out in
co-operation with: UNDP, IBS, TRPAR, SNV, SRK,
KarunaCenter for Peacebuilding, FINNIDA, APSARA,
JICA, Ministry of Agriculture, Tribhuvan University,

1.Sharma, A., Labh, N., Community Action for Health, Case Study from Bihar and Jharkhand, India, SRK Publication, April

2008;

2. Eppler, P, Building Peace in Lumbini, A Conflict Resolution Seminar for Community Leaders and Major Stakeholders,

December 2007;

3. Molesworth, Kate; Muller-Boker, Ulrike, The Local Impact of Under-Realization of the Lumbini Master Plan: A Field
Report, Contributions to Nepalese Studies, Research Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies, July 2005;

4. Metteyya, IBS at a Glance, Lumbini,
5. Sagarmatha Conservation and Devel opment Plan;
6. Annapurna Conservation and Development Plan.
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