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World Heritage Lumbini - 3

7. EnviramantManegemat Sydem

Issues: Heavy industrialization between Bhairahawa
and Lumbini and very little control mechanismsin
place; high potential for further industrial
encroachment of Lumbini; poor compliance of
industries with environment protection law; a
dramatic increasein visitation in Lumbini; followed
by unplanned development such as rampant
construction of buildings and roadsin the Restricted
Zones around the Kenzo Tange Master Plan Areg;
ground water table is dropping; increasing garbage;
illegal felling of trees; persistent cattle grazingin the
Master Plan area; encroachment, potential for
improper land-use, and alaissez-faire attitude of the
concerned authorities are seriously threatening the
WHS Lumbini and other archaeological siteswithin
the Lumbini Devel opment Area. Theimplementation
of an Environment Management System will help
an organization like LDT to tackle these and other
environmental issues in a systematic and effective
manner. An Environment Management System
specifies requirements for establishing an
environmental policy, determining environmental
aspects and impacts of activities and services,
planning environmental objectives and measurable
targets, implementation and operation of programs
to meet objectives and targets, checking and
corrective action, and management review?.

The Environment Management System for the
region could have three main objectives:
1. Management, and improvement of the
environment in and around archaeol ogical siteswithin
the Lumbini Development Area while making
arrangements for sustainable socio-economic
development within an environmental framework.
2. Increase standard of living for local residents by
creating jobs, improving education, health

B Bhikku Vivekananda

(sustainable socio-economic development);
3. The Environment Management System for the
Lumbini Development Area will serve as a model
case for environmental management in Nepal2

Activities: Appoint staff for an Environment
Management Unit including an EM representative?,
and an environmental inspector (green scorpion);
trandation of international standardsinto Nepali; write
up a statement of environmental concepts and
policy?; formulate environmental guidelinesfor zones,
set up objectives and targets; conduct regular
environmental surveys (waste, air quality, water
quality, ground water table, noise, forest, plants,
birds); head of LDT units meet regularly to discuss
impact of planned activities on environment; EMS
training for LDT staff, vendors, and other key
stakeholders; ensure that IMP cum EMS for the
Lumbini Development Plan gets integrated into the
plans of other government agencies; ensure that
activities of other government agencies are
environmentally friendly; bring environmental
education into local schools; publish an EMS
newsdl etter; provide information about EM S; control
waste by arranging for a waste management system
through a qualified INGO; improve sewage system
in surrounding villages, beautify natural landscape;
ensure Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) is
conducted prior to any development activity in or
adjacent to a protection zone; ensure that decisions
on EIA are taken by Ministry of Environment,
Science, and Technology, DoA, LDT, UNESCO,
WHC, and not by the Ministry of Industry; regularly
monitor compliance with environmental laws,
building codes, zoning lawsetc. inzones 1 —6, check
construction activity in zone 1 and 2, stop illegal
construction;

1. International Organization of Standards (www.iso.org); SO 14001,

2.APSARA (www.autoriteapsara.org);

3. EMSto help protect Angkor —"Crown Jewel" of Cambodia, SO Management Systems, September-October 2004, p.

27ff;

4

Egyptian Governate of Qena keepsits social and environmental promises, 1SO Management Systems, July-August 2006,

p. 28ff.

5. Peglau, R., Baxter, M., A decade of 1SO 14001, 1SO Management Systems —May-June 2007, p. 13 —21.
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8. DevelopingLDT

Issues. LDT'’s objectives are insufficiently
defined in LDT Act 1985, amended 2003, e.g. 3.1
"LDT shall be established for the development of
Lumbini”, thisdoes not specify the management and
protection of the sites directly or indirectly related
to the life and work of the Buddha; the boundaries
of Lumbini Development Area, the "Lumbini
Development Plan”, and LDT's responsibilities are
not clearly defined in LDT Act; since the emphasis
should be more on conservation and protection the
areashould berenamed Lumbini Conservation Areal
Zonet; theinstitutional framework inwhich LDT is
supposed to operate is not clearly defined in LDT
Act; LDT Act does not specify what LDT Council
and LDT Executive Board should deliberateon; LDT
Act does not state that the policy and activities of
LDT, the investments which it has made and the
authoritiesit has given shall be subject of an annual
report; lack of LDT legal authority; lack of aclearly
defined zoning concept, by-laws for preservation
of archaeological remains, building guidelines,
guidelines on tradewithin Lumbini MP area; lack of
enforcement of existing laws, by-laws, guidelines;
its organizational structure no longer corresponds
to the tasks it has to carry out; at present protection
of OUV of WHS Lumbini leaves room for
improvement; inadequate co-operation with
international organizations like World Heritage
Committee; absence of an integrated management
planisfelt;

Objectives. Toreview the present statusof LDT,
itsobjectives, authority? and to develop LDT into an
effective, high-capacity regional authority which
manages, protects, conserves, and preserves ancient
siteswithin Lumbini Development Area, which also
provides basic facilities to pilgrims and visitors,
ensuresthat the environment will be protected within
the zones under its jurisdiction, and contributes to
the socio-economic development within LDA;

Activities: Amend LDT Act; review and
rearrange organizational structure of LDT; add an
information management and documentation unit,
environment management unit, a socio-economic

development unit; consider forming a scientific
advisory board; consider setting up a steering
committee; develop and implement IMP cum EMSS;
strengthen LDT’s authority; once the Integrated
Management Plan has been finalized make it
mandatory under the LDT Act!; set up Lumbini
Planning and Development Board with the
responsibility to maintain zoning and approving or
rejecting proposed development projectst;

1. Allas, M., personal communication received 30.08.2008

2. Weise, K., Lumbini, The Birthplace of Lord Buddha, Integrated Management Plan, Issues & Management Objectives,

Kathmandu, August 2008
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The Fifth World Buddhist Summit in Japan
A I\/Ieanlngful Summit

TheFifth Buddhist Summit heldin
Hyogo, Japan, from November 2 to 5,
2008, hascometo an end with ahopeful
message to all the peace-loving people
of the world, not to speak of the
Buddhists only. Much hope has been
pinned on this summit as it was held
“at a time when the world is passing
through acrucia phase of history when
moral and spiritual values are being
eroded, and there is a serious threat to
mankind due to hatred, animosity, and
intolerance among nations.”

In the keynote speech for the Fifth Buddhist
Summit, Most. Ven. Dr. Kyuse Enshinjoh,
President of the summit and al so founder priest of
Nenbutsushu Buddhist sect of Japan, said,

“Now is the time when
Buddhism is about to shine,
revealing itstrue value. First, we
ourselves must join our hands,
overcoming barriers among
different traditions, and revert to
the original teachings of Lord
Buddha. With pride and dignity,
we must take the lead in
propagating Buddhism, the
splendid teachings of Lord
Buddha, to the entire world.”

This view of the President of the summit is
reflective of the ambition aswell asthe aspiration
of all the Buddhists. In spite of the growing
popularity of Buddhism in the entire world, we,
the Buddhists, feel that the ship of the Buddha
Dharmais not sailing well. Dr. Kyuse Enshinjoh
recalled his talk in April 1998 during the first
Buddhist summit held in Kyoto with HisHoliness
Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand, and HisHolinessthe 14" Dalai Lama
of Tibet. Thistalk cameto the conclusion that, for
the decline of Buddhism, “the responsibility lies
with the high priests.”

— e
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® Harischandra
Lal Singh

¥
Unlike other fields, religionisa
' very delicate as well as sensitive
issue. Therefore, leadership and
y management play a very important
" role. It appearsthat the very argument
that the high priests are responsible
for the decline of Buddhism pointsout
to the lack of adequate or proper
leadership in the management of
Buddhist affairs. If that isthe case, it
definitely calls for questioning or
investigating by the chief executives of Buddhist
monasticinstitutions asto whether thingsaregoing
well.

Ven. Dr. Kyuse Enshinjoh “came to realize
that thefinal reason why Buddhism had faded into
amere shadow of its former brillianceliesin the
present state of Buddhism, divided into the three
traditions of Theravada, Mahayanaand Vajrayana
Buddhism. Despite their common origin in the
teachings of Lord Buddha, the followers of each
tradition created barriersaround themsel ves, never
sharing the same table.”

Itisthisdivision of Buddhismwhichled Most
Venerable Bhikshu to work hard to bring together
the three Buddhist traditions by reverting to the
original teachingsof Lord Buddha.

Inspiration to dedicate his life for the cause
of Buddhism came from his own experience of
the dance of deaths during the Second World War
when thecity of Hiroshimawas destroyed claiming
thelives of alarge number of people on August 6,
1945. Theideaof Most Ven. Enshinjoh was shared
by delegates to the summit and other Buddhists
who read the summit publications.

As per the summit conference programme
and speeches published, the Fifth Buddhist Summit
was held at the Grand Hall of Buddhism on
November 2 and concluded on Nov. 5. Prior to
this, the Royal Grand Hall of Buddhism was

inaugurated on November 1. This was followed
23—
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by the ceremony of purifying the ground of
Nalanda University, the same day. On Nov. 6,
Nenbutsushu Hiroshima Betsuin Temple was
inaugurated. The same day the World Peace
Prayer was held in Hiroshima. The World Peace
Prayer washeld in Nagasaki on Nov. 7. Similarly,
the Kyushu Reliquary Hall was openedin Nov. 8.
With this, the Fifth Buddhist Summit has cometo
afull circle.

The conference was addressed by His
Majesty Norodom Sihanouk, King Father of
Cambodia, His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon,
Secretary Generd of the United Nations, Buddhist
leaders of 34 countries, 8 honourable guests,
ambassadors of 12 countries.

Other features of the summit conference
were conversational discussion sessions.
Participants of these sessions from different
Buddhist and emerging Buddhist countries
expressed their views about the status of Buddhism
in their respective countries, problems faced by
them and solutions to the problems. The report
about these discussionswill really be useful totake
stock of the status of Buddhism obtaining invarious
countries.

Supreme Buddhist leaders of over 30
countries, leadersof theworld including Presidents,
Prime Ministers, dignitaries from the United
Nations, Buddhist academicians, intellectual s etc.
have sent goodwill messages wishing a grand
success to the summit conference. Nepalese
Buddhist del egation wasled by Ven. Jananapurnik,
Chief Abbot of Vishwa Shanti Vihara

Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam

(I express my sincere thanks to Bhikshu
Bodhijnanafor providing me summit conference
publications. —H.L. Singh)
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