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Buddha's Teaching and the
Rolling of the Wheel of Law

After the long period of searching of the
knowl edge, giving priority to won inner feeling,
Buddha became contemplated in meditation under
a large fig tree known as ‘Bodhi-vriksha’. He
attained Buddha hood from that Bodhi-tree. After
achieving the Buddha hood or enlightenment, he
determined to liberate the common masses by
instructing to promote the Wheel of Law in this
dark planet, He has determined this after realizing
that it is really difficult to preach about the Law of
the dependent origination which is very serious such
as teaching of the law that any things is originated
because of some reason. The he went to the
rishipatana Deer-Park near Varanasi is order to
ordinate five Nobel monks for the first time who
remained with him for six years.

After seeing the arrival of Buddha is their
place of full moon day of Ashadha (June), these
monks talked about him saying that- ‘Buddha has
arrived who have been strayed from the meditation”.
But the influence of Buddha’s alliance heart
impressed them and they initiated to welcome Lord
Buddha. Then again, Buddha began to preach them
after telling those doubting monks that he has
become fully Buddha.

Buddha told them that the ones who have
become monks should leave two types of
‘extremes’. Among those two ‘extremes’, one is
being engrossed in five allurements and another is
to work on fanatical activity by giving great trouble
to the body. We should apply the ‘Middle Path’ by
leaving these two kinds of ‘extremes’. We could
reach directly to the position of Nirvana
(Enlightenment) from the path. That Middle Path is
called The Eightfold Pat. These Eightfold Paths are
as follows; 1) Right Vision 2) Right Determination
3) Right Speech 4) Right Action 5) Right Livelihood

9

6) Right Effort 7) Right
Attentiveness 8) Right
Meditation.

& Suwarna Shakya

Man is a parcel of
sorrow. The five things such as birth, old age,
disease, death and coincidence- tragedy etc are the
miseries that remain in man. The Eightfold Path is
the way to gain liberation from these miseries by
shunning these sorrow liked desire, these things
about grief are the truth. There are four types of
these of these sorts of ‘grief truth” which is called
the ‘Four Noble Truth’. The Eightfold Path is based
in these Four Noble Truths.

Among the Four Noble Truths, the first
Nobel Truth is suffering and the second noble Truth
is the reason of suffering, the third noble Truth is
the elimination of suffering and the fourth is the
method of extinguishing suffering.

These first preaching of the Buddha
delivered to the five noble monks is known as “The
Turning of the Wheel of Law”. Buddha who became
‘Arahata’ of the worthy one, the ‘Dhamma’ that he
explained become the Law and the ‘Sangha’ or the
order (community of believers) is made to follow
that law. These three are called ‘Triratna’ or the
Triple Gems.

In the ancient history of India, there were
ideal rulers who were known as the religiously
supreme Kings, those kings use to rule by turning
the wheel of law. This ruling is not governed through
the force of arms but was ruled through religion.
According to the Buddhist scriptures, there were
four kinds of wheels namely golden wheel, silver
wheel, copper wheel and stone wheel. Since they
could rule over the major land of the world, these
kings are counted as four emperor kings
respectively. The emperor of golden wheel rules the

NHTcTogoridig
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empire by unifying the entire area. The religion of
Buddha is also similar to the golden wheel. If any
great ascetic gives the instructions of Buddhist
religion, the teaching is called the Turning of the
Wheel of Law. That person is respected by all and
his religious discipline and teaching is also equally
respected by all. To promote the Wheel of Law
means to provide the teaching of Buddhist religion.
After gaining the monkshood by 61 individuals
including him, Buddha has preached to the monks
instructing them to go to different places by saying-
“O monks! Keep on wandering for the welfare and
benefit of all beings”. The first great learned man to
make tradition of spreading religion by sending the
religious messengers is Lord Buddha in this world.
From the time of Buddha’s first ordain to the period
of his decease till 45 year, he keeps on rolling the
Wheel of Law continuously in the states and villages
of north and middle part of India. After his Nirvana
also, the Wheel of Law kept on rolling through the
disciple-custom. In this way, rotating the Wheel of
Law form the middle Asia to China, Korea and Japan
to the whole Southeast Asia, the Wheel of Law of
Buddha was promoted.

The Buddhist religious ministers use to go
to place when they endorse the Wheel of Law and
the do so too. These religious ministers never
emphasized others to change their religion. None of
the Buddhist promulgator or the monk use to
publicize negatively to other religion. As many people
have become Buddhist promulgators, all of them
have publicized Buddha’s message in peaceful and
respectful manner. The Bloodshed in not seen in
any history for the publicity of Buddha and people
have been opened by the message of alliance and
compassion of Buddha and people accepted this
teaching without any trouble. In this way, these
envoys helped to make Buddhism a worldwide
religion.

The Buddhist religion obtains victory from
the good influence of alliance but not from the bad
influence of fear and terror. The path that takes

humanity to the new world of bright alliance and
pleasure from the world of darkness, hatred and
suffering is illuminated by the religion of Buddha.

Now the beginning of the twentieth century,
Buddhism is being publicized in western countries.
Most of the westerners who believe that Buddhism
is the only religion that match with the modern
science have been drawn towards the Buddhism.

Any preaching of Buddha is practical and
useful to life. Once Buddha has said- “It is better to
live for a day by being righteous and contemplative
than living by being immoral and impassionate”. We
take refuge to Buddha for the practice of this kind
of teaching.

%

Best Wishes
on
the auspicious
occasion
of the
2554" BAISHAKH
PURNIMA !

Siddhartha Sishu
Niketan School

Buddha Vihar, Bhrikutimandap,
Kathmandu, Tel. : 4226743
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The Emerald Buddha

The Royal Monastery of the Emerald
Buddha is one of the most venerated sites in
Thailand where people convene to pay top respect
to Lord Shakya-Muni Buddha and his

Sublime teachings: The Emerald
Buddha is enshrined on a golden traditional Thai-
style throne made of gilded-carved wood, known
as a Busabok, in the ordination hall of the royal
monastery. The sacred image is clad with one of
the three seasonal costumes (summer, monsoon,
winter) annually. The
costumes are changed thrice
ayear in a special ceremony
presided over by His Majesty
the King.

The  Emerald
Buddha is in fact carved
from a natural block of green
jade and was first discovered
in 1434 A.D. in a stupa in
Chiang Rai. At that period,
the image was virtually §
covered with plaster and was
resolved to be an ordinary
Buddha image. Later,
however, the superior abbot
who had found the divine idol
was keenly able to notice that
the plaster on the pointing
nose had flaked off, revealing
the precious green stone
underneath. The abbot
initially thought the invaluable stone was emerald
and thus the interesting legend of the Emerald
Buddha of Bangkok commenced.

The image was later taken to Lampang
where it remained until King Tilok of

Lannathaimoved it to
Chiang Mai, his capital,
where it was fittingly
enshrined in a certain
technical position. In 1552
A.D. an interruption
occurred in the Lannathai lineage of succession.
King Chaichettha of Luang Prabang, who was the
son of a Chiang Mai princess and a Laotian king,
was invited to fill in the slot. However, after a
relatively short reign he returned to Laos to
succeed his father’s throne,
taking along with him the
Emerald Buddha. The
sculpture stayed in Laos for
two hundred and twenty-six
consecutive years until 1778
A.D. when a Thai army
under the command of
Chao Phraya Chakri, who
later became King Rama I,
captured Vientiane, the then
Laotian capital, and the
image was safely brought
back to Thailand. When
King Rama | had
established the city of
Bangkok, the Emerald
Buddha was nestled within
the Royal Monastery with
due pomp and ceremony.

The large
monastic building consists of all the architectural
features of purely a Buddhist monastery but without
any residential quarters as no reverend monks
happen to reside here. Italso serves as the private
chapel of the monarchial leader and, as such, the
ordination hall is furnished with two spacious

£ Amrit Ratna
Tuladhar

J8
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partitions on either sides of the principal altar in ~ occasion he was ordained a respectable monk.
order to provide a personal retiring chamber for The walls of the ordination hall are
the monarch himself. This feature can be traced  o|orfully decorated with mural paintings. Above
only at the Royal Chapel of Thonburi, which at  {he window frames, from the south-west corner
present serves as the ordination hall of Wat Arun, o, the right of the altar, are a series of hand painted
located on the grounds of the palace of King  scenes depicting the selected events of Lord
Thonburi. Shakya-MuniBuddha’s life, including scenes from
In front of the tall altar, stand two large  his birth, childhood, youth and the Great
Buddha images. These were cast in 1841 A.D.  Renunciation. The murals lying on the east wall
by the royal behest of King Rama 111 in sheer facing the high altar portray scenes of Temptation
dedication to his grandfather —- King Ramaland ~ and Enlightenment, with a picture of the Earth
his father — King Rama Il. The images were ~Goddess underneath the Buddha’s seat. The
named Phra Phuttha Yod Fa Chula Lok and Phra  murals along the north wall demonstrate Lord

Phutta Loetla Napalai respectively. Another image Shakya-Muni Buddha’s preaching his
yet, Samphutthapanni Buddha image, also highly  phamma and his Entering Nirvan, and those behind
venerated by the Thai citizens, is situated in front  na main altar represent the Buddhist Cosmology.
of the high altar. It was in event cast by King  Those behind the window panels illustrate various

Mongkut (Rama 1V) during the auspicious  scenes from the Jatak tales and Siamese proverbs.
&
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Buddha Jayanti and the message
of UN Secretary General

On 9" May, 2009 the people of the world
in general and the Buddhist communities in
particular have celebrated the Full Moon Day in
the month of May to commemorate the Triple
Blessed Day- the birth of Buddha, his attainment
of enlightenment and his passing away- by
organizing various programmers to highlight an
invaluable contributions made by Buddha for the
salivation of the mankind in the world. Similar to
the previous years this year also the Buddha Jayanti
has been observed in the

of Baishakh was Mr. R :
Taigiro Kimura- the |} % :
Director of regional Centre FSidEuNENOLII{ELEl
for Peace and the

disarmament in Asia and Pacific. While deliberating
his well-come speech, he surprisingly read out the
massage of the Secretary General of the United
Nation- sent to observe the Day of Baishakh. The
full text of the massage was as follow. :

Untied Nation Office in
Kathmandu. It has been
observed not only to highlight
the importance of the Triple
Gems but also to persuade the
united nation in implementing
the adopted resolution
No0.54/15 by the United

: passing of the Buddha.
Nation.

The Baishakh
Purnima — as a Day of an
International Recognition was
adopted at the 79th plenary
meting of the Untied Nation
of December 15, 1999. But
the last paragraph of the
adopted resolution has not
been addressed, so far, my
world body, despite the lapses
of more than 11 years.
Under this situation, how to
persuade the United Nation
in implementing the adopted
resolution No.54/115 has
been one of the challenges
that the peace loving people
of the world have been
facing ?

great religions.

Our chief guest,
however, to observe the Day

UNITED NATIONS

'am pleased to send greetings on Vesak Day, which marks the birth, enlightenment and

Millions of people around the world have been inspired by the Buddha’s life and -~
teachings. T was personally very moved last year when I visited Nepal and saw the stone at
Lumbini marking the Buddha’s birthplace. T was impressed by the monuments and monasteries.
will always remember the kindness of the monks at the Mayadevi Temple.

As I walked through the sacred area, I thought about the life journey of this extraordinary
individual, who transformed himself from a sheltered prince to the founder of one of the world’s

He was rich. He could have lived a carefree existence. But he was troubled by the
suffering of others, so much so that he left behind the comforts of his palace to help others
overcome the painful realities of life. .

All of us can learn from the Buddha’s spirit of compassion. His timeless teachings can
help us to navigate the many global problems we face today.

The financial crisis, climate change, pandemics, terrorism and other international threats
prove that the fates of all people are linked. A problem in one country can quickly turn into a
worldwide threat. I constantly remind leaders that we must act together or we will fail
individually. T tell them that we must join forces in solidarity. Not only is this the right thing to
do; it is in our best interests.

The need for global solidarity may seem like a modern concept, but it is not. More than
2,500 years ago, the Buddha taught that nothing exists in isolation, and that all phenomena are
interdependent. Just as profoundly, he taught that we cannot be happy as long as others suffer,
and that when we do reach out, we discover the best in ourselves.

These teachings offer wisdom for our times, too. Now it falls to each of us, wherever we
are and whatever we do, to carry on this spirit. On this Day of Vesak, let us resolve to help
people who are suffering so that we may secure a better future for all.

s

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

NATIONS UNIES

MESSAGE ON THE DAY OF VESAK
9 May 2009
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United Nations Day of Vesak

Celebration

22-26 May 2010, Bangkok Thailand and 27" May
2010 Kathmandu, Nepal.

The thrice - sacred day of Vesak celebrating
the birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the
Buddha Gautama was recognized by the United
Nations in its General Assembly resolution of 1999.
The first event was celebrated in 2001 in the United
Nations Headquarters in New York.

Since 2004 main int’l celebration were in
Bangkok, Thailand with an exception of the 2008 in
Hanoi, Vietnam. This year’s Int’l celebration also going
to be held in Bangkok, Thailand as the International
Council of United Nations day of Vesak (ICUNDV)
decided that 7th Day of Vesak celebration would again
be held in Thailand.With the blessing of the Supreme
Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government, 7"
Int’l United Nations Day of Vesak will be held in
Ayutthaya and Bangkok from 22-26 May 2010 which is
organized by MCU (Maha Chulalangkon Rajavidyalaya
University) and ITRI (Inner Trip Reiyukai International).

On this very event in Bangkok of this year
The National Coordinator of UN Vesak celebration and
secretary of All Nepal Bhikkhus’ association will
participate as the chief delegate accompany with other
4 delegates namely Ven. Kondanya — council and
executive member of Lumbini Development Trust, Ven.
Rahula — Secretary of Metta Center and asst. Secretary
of ANBA. Dr. Triratna N. Manandhar- Vice Chancellor
of Lumbini Buddha University and Ms. Lisa Ranjitkar,
Principal of Oasis English School and Member of
Buddhist Women Group. Since 2007, the National
celebration is held in UN office in Kathmandu Nepal.
Last year’s celebration was jointly organized by Buddha
Jayanti Celebration Committee 2053, Int’l Buddhist
Studies and UN office of Kathmandu.

In this year also going to be held United
Nations Day of Vesak 2010 in UN office,Pulchock,
Kathmandu. Nepal on 27" May 2010. Last year the
secretary General sent us “Message in the day of
Vesak - 9" may 2009” to Nepal which is given bellow
as it is and hope to get this year too.

NHTeToglotidig

Vatican wishes
Buddhists well for

Vesakh festival

May 17,2010, 12:12 GMT

Vatican City - The Vatican issued Monday
‘heartfelt best wishes’ to Buddhists for their
upcoming festival of Vesakh - stressing shared
concerns for the environment and opposing
abortion.

The message, signed by the Vatican’s top
interfaith dialogue official, Cardinal Jean-
Louis Tauran, aimed to ‘help strengthen our existing
bonds of friendship and collaboration in service to
humanity.’

‘Both Christians and Buddhists have a
profound respect for human life. It is crucial
therefore that we encourage efforts to create a
sense of ecological responsibility,” the message said.

It also called on the two religious
communitiesto reaffirm “our shared convictions
about the inviolability of human life at every stage
and in every condition, the dignity of the person
and the unique mission of the family, where one
learns to love one’s neighbour and to respect
nature.’

On Vesakh, Buddhists traditionally
commemorate the birth, teachings and passing
away of their religion’s founder, Gautama Buddha,
who lived in ancient India around 400 BC.

This year Vesakh will be celebrated on
May 21 in Korea and Taiwan while the will be
marked on May 28 in several other countries with
large Buddhist communities including Thailand, Sri
Lanka, Cambodia, Myanmar, Malaysia, Laos,
Nepal and Vietnam.
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