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Buddhism in Langkawi

25 Bhikkhu Sumanakitti

After few hours shipping from Penang to Langkawi,
It seemed so fascinating and surrounded by the many small
islands of Langkawi. Langkawi means a reddish brown eagle
in colloquial Malay. The Malay word for eagle is helang —
shortened is ‘lang’. Kawi means the color reddish brown. |
came to know that it had 99 islands, probably because of the
world’s weather changed, an extra 5 temporary islands are
revealed at low tide in the Andaman Sea, some 30 km off the
mainland coast of northwestern Malaysia. This islands also
situated nearby Thai border northern Kedah state of Malaysia
and not only hot and rains are the main season of the land,
but also In this tropical land, the population is about 64,792
people; among them 90% are Malays Muslim, other Malays
include Thai Pattani Malays, Buddhist mainly among Chinese
and Thai, Hindu mainly among Indian and Eurasian Christian.

At the harbor, when | got down from the boat,
surprisingly | saw one Thai monk next to me just waiting for
me as we knew each other since Penang. So we met here in
Langkawi again. | gave a call to my Buddhist devotee whose
name was Ms. Yom Ying, a Thai woman, settled down here
with her Eurasian husband. She had been here for almost 15
years and continues supporting to the Buddhist monks who
arrive here. She fetched us to Wat Luangpor Khun, it is also
known as Wat Koh Langkawi Vanaram, the only Theravada
Buddhist Monastery and | found there was none of any
Mahayana.

Wat Koh Langkawi Vanaram is the first Buddhist
monastery in the Langkawi Island. It was built in Buddha Era
2548 by the support of Thai Chinese Buddhist of Langkawi. A
new temple has been consecrated near Kilim. One of the
most venerated monks from Thailand travelled to Langkawi in
June 2006, attracting a huge following of Buddhists from
Malaysia, Thailand and other places for ceremonial blessing.
Kindly, Venerable Luangpor Khun Parisuddho, one of the most
famous monks of Thailand helped to raising funds to establish
the Buddhist temple in Langkawi. The strong Saddha, believe
in the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha of Chinese
Buddhists made a remarkable step for Buddhism in the island.
The most venerable was invited by the Buddhists of Langkawi,
his first visit inspired to many Buddhists but without monastery
it seemed obstacles for monks to find a proper shelter, so
they hired a house in that time (now became a high school
and others in town). After second visit of Venerable Luangpor
Khun Parisuddho, many Buddhists, especially Chinese
inhabitants of the island bought the land of 5 acre or 14 Rai in
Thai, 1 million baht per Rai and among them about 10 million
baht had been donated by Luangpor Khun from Thailand and
total purchased for the land was 14 million baht to permanently
establish a Buddhist monastery in Langkawi. Finally, the first
Buddhist monastery had ever found for the benefit of many

human beings to remain in peaceful and harmony in this island
for the first time.

A beautiful land beneath the green rocky mountain
and surrounded by the forest, peaceful area suit for the
monks to practice meditation. As | talked with venerable
Lungpor Khao or his full name is Phra Khru Sangharakkhao
Abhassaro, a chief resident monk since the monastery started,
(He was born in Songhala Province South of Thailand. He
had to leave Langkawi for Thailand every month to stamp his
visa to re-entry the island) He is a senior of the Sangha
member (not pointed as abbot yet) told me that every year
they arranged for Parivasa Kamma retreat for the monks in
this monastery. They had done for 2 times until now and more
than 100 monks attained during the retreat. At the time of the
rains-retreat, there were few monks about 6-7 monks each
year, and Kathina Dana ceremony or robe offering function
held every year, Ven. Luangpor Khao said. When | arrived in
this monastery in 4" of April 2010, there were only 9 monks
including me and other visiting monks as well.

Recently, one of the Thai monks established a new
Buddhist monastery, Wat Tham (cave Temple) which is a
second Buddhist temple of the island. This monastery was
strongly supported by many Thai Buddhist people who were
working in the island. | also heard that many Thai Buddhist
they were luckily given a lottery number by the monks and
won the big prizes so that many people used to come here
for hoping to get lottery number. This probably not only the
reason, however, this monastery became a famous among
the Thai Buddhist in Langkawi but also a great master lives in
the cave, venerable monk meditated for a long time and
cultivate for the benefit of self and for others as well, so the
place considered as a secret place for the Buddhist people
and eventually it became a spiritual guide centre as a whole
in the island. The monk who were meditating for a long time
had recently passed away and his dead body still kept in the
cave monastery for 100 days.

Another interesting legend of the island is the most
beautiful young woman in all of Langkawi , a brave warrior's
wife named Mahsuri. According to legend said that the parties
who perpetuated the gossip were those who were envious
of Mahsuri’'s beauty and who was accused of adultery and
executed by stabbing, white blood flowed from her wound,
signifying her innocence. Her tomb, in Langkawi, has become
a tourist attraction on the island.

It's normal if you believe that whatever you have done with
good intention, your positive willpower will increase. You are
blessed. So that most of the people believe in positive thoughts
which lead us to cultivate good deeds, able to avoid evil
actions and certainly purify our mind.

Note: Rai is a Thai word, it means 1 Rai equal to less than
one acre land. ¢
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