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Bsvmiens sennHULS,
President of Sri Lanka

Message

I was deeply moved on learning of the passing away of the Venerable
Kumara Kassapa Maha Thero, the Deputy Maha Sanghanayake of Nepal and express
my heart felt sorrow at this great loss.

Venerable Kumara Kassapa Maha Thero received ordination in Kusinara,
India, and received his primary education in Nepal. But he had to flee Nepal during
Rana’s reign of terror and spent 15 years in Sri Lanka.

During this period Kumara Kassapa Maha Thero was very close to Sri Lanka
and her Buddhists. He gained a deep knowledge of Sinhala, Pali and Sanskrit
languages, and later studied Buddhist philosophy from the renowned scholar
Venerable Narada Thero at Vajiraramaya, -Colombe. He participated in the 6th
Theravada Buddhist Council held in Myanmar and contributed to the enrichment of
knowledge of the Buddha Dharma. He also made a valuable contribution to
Nepalese Buddhist literature.

Venerable Kumara Kassapa Maha Thero contributed to the strengthening of
relationships between Nepal and the international community. The government of
Myanmar awarded the late Maha Thero the coveted title Agga Maha
Saddhammajothikadhaja in recognition of his contribution to the Buddha Sasana.

Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka Amarapura Maha Nikaya and the Vidyalankara
Pirivena awarded him the titles of Vishvakeerthi Sri Sasana Sobhana and
Vidyalankara Padma Bhushaba, respectively. The passing away of the Most
Venerable Kumara Kassapa Maha Thero is a loss to both Sri Lanka and Nepal, and
also to the international Buddhist community.

On this sad occasion, I wish to convey the condolences of the Buddhist
population and Government of Sri Lanka and my own sorrow on his demise.

May he attain Nibbana.

February 27, 2012

3 e oG st sodesw
Bovasnaesd smpTus Gonssdlséd Guuwis
Demeécratic Socialist Republic of Sn Lanka

NHTcTogotidig



The Ananda Bhoomi A Buddhist Monthly —

Tribute to the Most Venerable Kumara Kashyapa,

the Upanayaka of Bhikshu Maha Sangha!

Dr. Sumon Kamal Tuladhar

In my childhood when | attended the
Dhamma classes in BaudhaAdhyanaGosthi in
DharmaKitiVihara, | adored him, | likedtolisten
to hissermons, but | really did not understand
them. But what | liked most wasthat he used to
snginhisvery playful manner thefollowing hymn
fromthe Gyan Maahymn collection:

Jhyaalanaphayawoya,

Mata jaka sita yoma,

Jhyaatiyegugaye!

English:

Wind came in from the window; the lamp is
put off by the wind,

Oh Mother, Please tell me how to close the
window.

I lovedthishymnand | lovedtheway he
sang, that wasall.

Now in my adulthood, | did understand
themeaning of thehymn, | felt very enlightened
and loved it more and | could never forget the
hymn and theMost Venerable KumaarK ashyapa
whoisdearly associated withthissong. | learned
now that thewind isthe symbolic word used for
our all kinds of mental defilements and the
windows are the 5 sense organs of the human
beings, from where we fed the "winds' and
influenced by thesewinds. Thelampisthesymbol
of "Pragya’. Therefore, thewriter of thehymnis
asking help with the mother to tell how to shut
these"windows" so the"winds' will not come.
Thisl learned asthe main meaning of Dhamma.

As| started to get more and closer to
him, | realized, heredlly practiced what heused
to sing to us. He, | can feel, guarded his
"windows" with hislife, and he, | never found,
beinginfluenced by mentd defilements. Heisone

NHTeTogotiig

of themonksthat | experienced who believesin
Buddha Dhammaand transformed hisbelief in
practice. Alwaystrueto heart and did not worry
about the future, was the hidden treasure of
Kumar Bhante!

When | got the message of hisdegth, all
of sudden, | felt agreat loss, as| awaysused to
tell everybody that "thereisdtill aliving evidence
of Rana simpediment on Buddhism. Wedlill have
amonk who was expelled from Nepal because
hewas practicing Buddhism"Hewasjust seven
years old when he had to be expelled from his
own country just because hewas practicing his
human right of following hisreligion. Hewasa
living evidence of state's discrimination to
Buddhism.

Most Venerable Kumar Bhante is no
more with us, but he left a very strong and
uncontested legend of a"redl" monk that weread
in Buddhist Scriptures!

My salute, Vandanaand Snceregratitude
tothe Most Venerable Kumar Bhante!

)
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Kumar Bhanteisno longer with us! To further
continue his journey along the path shown by the
Buddha, to fulfill his quest for atruly
Buddhist lifeleading to the attainment
of Nibbanahood, after completing 85
yearsof afruitful and eventful life, he
left the earthly abode on the 14" of
Phagun 2068.

May Kumar Bhante attain
Nibbanahood soon!

Born 85 yearsago and named
Astaman Shakya to a Shakya family
of Taksar, Tansen-Palpa, he lost his
father Santaman Shakyaat avery early
age and his mother Tej
Laxmi Shakyatook himto
her maternal homewhere
he was duly cared for.

Being a highly
religious lady devoted to
Buddhism, shedecided to
offer her only son
Astaman to the noble cause of Buddhism, and once
when Bhikkhu Prajnananda visited Ananda Vihara of
Tansen, she expressed her noble desireto the Bhikkhu.

Bhikkhu Prajnanandatook Astaman with him
to Kusinara, India and under the tutorship of the most
Venerable U. Chandaramani Mahathera, Astaman was
ordained as Samanera Kumara. He was then 16 years
of age. Helived for afew monthsin Kusinara.

Coming back to Nepal, Samanera Kumara
devoted himself to Buddhist revival activities in
Kathmandu Valley, but not for along, because the then
Hindu rulerswho were jeal ous at therise of Theravada
Buddhism in Nepal, expelled in 1944, 8 Bhikkhus and
Samanerasfrom Nepal including SamaneraKumara.

For about six months after the expulsion,
SamaneraKumarastayed at Kalimpong, where he had
to spend somewhat troublesome days, because he was
not treated well in that place. So from there he moved
to Saranatha, where he joined Ven. Amritananda and
some others from Nepal. At that time, holy relics of
Lord Buddhawasdisplayed in Saranatha, the ceremony
being called Dhatu-Jatra (Ceremony of Relics). Many
Bhikkhus from Sri Lanka also participated in that

W

Kumara Bhante - a Symbol
of Living Buddhism

- Prof. Dr. Ganesh B. Mali

ceremony. They were impressed by the good manners
and gentle nature of Samanera Kumara, and they took
himwith themto Sri Lanka. There, he
was admitted to Vidyalankara
Pirivena, center for study of
Buddhism. In about five years time
Samanera Kumara completed all
requirements and passed the
_ examinationfor Acharya, and received
B e | the honorific title of Tripitakacharya
| fromthePirivenain2015B.S. Kumara
Bhante used to recall those youthful
days at the Pirivena, where young
Bhikkhus and Samaneras used to
rebel for the cause of the
downtrodden and the
poor to the extent, that
on one occasion, the
offended rich donors
stopped all help to the
Pirivena.

Meanwhile
political situation changed in Nepal and the ban on the
Buddhist Bhikkhuswaslifted up within about two years.
Returning to Nepal, Samanera Kumara received full
ordination-Upasampada at Ananda kuti Vihara, under
the chief tutorship of Sayadaw Kovida Mahathera of
Myanmar. Samanera Kumara now became Bhikkhu
KumaraKashypa.

After that he assisted Ven. Amritananda, then
residing at AnandaKuti Vihara, in hismomentoustask
of compiling and writing a series of books, called the
Buddhakalin Series, about the notable persons that
lived during the life and times of Lord Buddha.

The achievement of Bhikkhu Kumara
Kashypa Mahathera in the field of propagation and
revival of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal are too
numerous to be mentioned here in detail.

He not only lived the life of a true Buddhist
but also served the noble cause of Buddhism as
opportunitiesarosein hislife. Heservedin all possible
ways to strengthen a Bhikkhu Training Centre, in
SangharamaViharain Kathmandu; he a so participated
in broadcasting Buddhism from Radio Nepal. He also
participated in the sixth Sanghayana (Buddhist
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Council) held at Siyama Sannipat, in Myanmar. He
assisted Ven. Bhikkhu Amritanandain his noble work
for compiling Buddhakalin Series. He participated in
several Buddhist conferences and errands in several
countries in Asia and Europe. He had also written a
number of books on Buddhism, most notable among
whichis Dashaparamita(Ten perfections of Buddhism).

For the noblework of reviving and upgrading
Theravada Buddhism in Nepal, he has been honored
by several Buddhist organizations and agencies notably
thefollowing.

1 Mahasaddhamma Pariyatti Padipa, felicitated
by Vipassana Visodhana Vinyasa, Igatapur,
India.

2 ViddyaankaraPadmaBhushana, felicitated by
ViddyalankaraPirivena, Sri Lanka

3. Aggamahasaddhammajotikadhaja, felicitated
by Government of Myanmar.

He spent hislater years quietly and peacefully
at Ananda Kuti Vihara, Swayambhu. However, when
he was about 84 years of age, his health began to
deteriorate rapidly. About ayear ago, he suffered from
kidney failure and had to be put on diaysis twice a
week. Soon astage camewhen dialysis could no longer
be administered, and after about aweek he passed away
quietly on 14™ of Phagun, 2068 B.S.

Heisno longer with us now, but his goodwill
and messages are with us even after the departure,
whichwewill cherish and follow and which will alsobe
ringing in the ears of the future generation guiding
them towards happy and peaceful life.

To the young Buddhist generation of Nepal,
he has this message to give - "Not to be outwardly
showy, but to be firmly rooted in the moral principles
of Buddhism and work actively, progressively and
systematically for uplifting Buddhist literature, culture,
and civilization."

Heisof the opinion that peace does not bloom
forth easily on earth, nor does it descend from heaven,
but one has got to cleanse oneself first from impurities
of mind before trying to reform othersincluding one’'s
society whichin Nepal isnow inarotten state. This, he
used to say, is the need of the hour.

NHTeTogotiig
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Onehasgot to know oneself first, and examine
the truth or validity of on€'sideas, beliefs or sayings,
and one has got to view on€e's ideas aso from others
point of view and then work unitedly for thewelfare of
the society. He used to quotes the saying of the Buddha
in Dhammapada-

"Attanam ye’va pathamam - patirupe
nivasaye''

"' Atttane’va upakkheyya - katani akatanicha"'

And adds: "One should not seek to destroy
others, considering others as oneself."

He is of the firm opinion that those who call
themselves Buddhists should avoid all evil deeds;
accomplish all good ones, keeping one’'smind freefrom
impurities.

""Sabba papassa akaranam - kusalassa upasampda,
Sachitta pariyodapanam - Yetam Buddhanusasanam"'

Ven. KumaraKasyapaMahatherawasaplain,
simple, straightforward, down to earth, deeply religious
Buddhist saint with hisfeet firmly rooted in Buddhism
and his heart hovering around the domain of
Nibbanahood. He possessed profound knowledge of
Buddhism athough he seldom displayed it. He practiced
Buddhism more than he preached it; he is verily a
symbol of living Buddhismin Nepal.

Ven. Kumara Kasyapa has got a noble heart
from which Metta and Karuna flowed out naturally to
everyone who happened to come near him.

Let us all wish Kumara Bhante a speedy
Nibbanahood !
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We have lost one of the pillars of Theravada
Buddhist Bhantes. | remember my association with
Bhante from 1942 in Saranath, then 1946-1950 in Sri
Lanka and then in Kathmandu till the lost few days of
hislife. | have known him from my childhood so | feel
asit one of my parents has also |eft me.

Vimla Bajracharya, Swayambhu

| am very sudden by the demise of one of the

revered Bhikhu in Nepal; | have known him for more
than 30 yrs. His guidance will be humbled though out
my life. May hissoul restin peace and attain NIRVANA.
Satendra Siddhi & family Chaunni
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