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Courtesy: Asia Tribune

Translating Pali canon into Newari

= By Janaka Perera

Nepal’s Tripitaka Anuwadana Mandalaya
(Preparatory Council) has launched a massive
program to translate the Buddhist Pali Tripitaka into
the Nepalese language of Newari- one of the
country’s oldest language- within the next two years.
The Bir Purna Pustak Sangahalaya in Lalitpur, Nepal
has taken the initiative in this project. The BPPSisa
unique private library which has preserved books
on Buddhism and books in Nepalese languages.

Speaking to the Asian Tribune, Nepalese
Bhikkhu \Venerable Pracheena Panditha Dhammapala
said that already all Atthakatha of the Jataka stories
have been translated into Newari, Ven. Dhammapala
has written a detailed article on the translation on
project in Sinhala for the benefit of Sri Lanka’s
Buddhist laity and clergy.

The person currently behind the task of translating
the Tripitaka into Newari is Dunda bahadur
Vajracharya of Nepal, a leading Buddhist scholar;
he has launched the project at a tremendous cost
spending his private funds, energy and time for this
great Endeavour. The Vajracharya clan is highly
respected in Nepal, according to Ven. Dhammapala.

It was Purna Bahadur the father of Dunda
Bahadur, who in the course of fun visits, used to
bring Buddhist books the collection of which
eventually formed the Bir Purna Pustak
Sangrahalaya. They include the original Pali Tripitaka
texts and their translations in English, Hindi, Sanskrit,
Sinhalese, and Burmese and Thai languages. Others
are publications on Buddhist culture, arts and
literature and Nepalese history. These are also
available in the form of cassettes, CDs and VCDs
in Nepalese languages.

The Tripitaka translation work first began
about over 25 years ago and one third of the Pali
Tripitaka was completed, generating a great interest
in Buddhism among Nepalese people. Dunda
Bahadur fully dedicated his life to complete this work
in order to fulfill her last wish his late mother. Due
to the tireless effort day in and day out, he
succeeded in completing the translation of

Dighanikaya within 45 days. This work was
published and was so far the first Tripitaka text
published in Nepal. The Buddhist society and the
intellectual circle of Nepal received the work
positively taking this as a major breakthrough in the
history of Buddhist literature publication in Nepal

The work however came to a standstill lager
and recommenced in January 2009 with the
participation of a group of Buddhist scholars
comprising both the laity and clergy. Dunda Bahadur
himself has completed translating 4878 pages out
of 17665 pages of the Pali Tripitaka and made them
available to the public. The balance number of pages
to be translated is 10110.

Venerable Dhammapala says the most

significant of the Tripitaka translation project is that
all members of the Preparatory council are young
energetic Nepalese monks with a thorough
knowledge of Buddhism, Sinhala, Pali and English
having studied the subjects in the Paramadhamma
Chetiya Pirivena, Vidyodaya Pirivena, Vidyalankara
Pirivena, and the International Buddhist Centre
(Ampitiya, Kandy) in Sri Lanka.
Ven. Dhammapala himself is a student of the Most
Venerable Kotugoda Dhammawasa Anunayaka
Thera, Sri Dharmapalaramaya, Mount Lavinia, Sri
Lanka; all these monks are university graduates and
excellent speakers and writers who had made the
task of Vajracharya Dunda Bahadur much easier.

Although Nepalese monks and nuns began
translating Buddhist Suttas and Jataka tales some
years ago it was not done in a systematic way until
now. Following a proposal by the late \enerable Dr.
Sudharshana Chief incumbent of the Nagarmandap
Shreekirti Vihara, Keerthipur, Nepal the decision was
taken to translate the Tripitaka into Newari,
Accordingly a committee was appointed at the Shree
Kirti Vihara, resulting in the entire Kuddaka Niyaka
being translated into Newari with the participation
of Nayaka Theras, Venerable Jnanapurnika,
Bodhisena, Anagarika Uppalawanna, lay Buddhist
scholars Dharmarata Shakya and Bhuvanala Pradhan
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under the direction of Ven. Bhikkhu Sudarshana
Mahathera.

Ven. Dhammapala recalled the need for
translating the Tripitaka into Newari arose with the
objective of strengthening Buddhism among the
Newar is a traditional Buddhist community in Nepal.
The first step in this direction was taken by Nepalese
Bhikkhu Ven. Amritananda Nayaka Thera, who
having studied Buddhism in Sri Lanka, translated
the Dhammapada into Newari in 1942. Among the
other monks who made a great contribution in the
propagation of Tripitaka literature among the
Buddhist of Nepal and lay devotees were
Dhammaloka Mahasthavir, Anirudra Mahasthavir and
incumbent Buddhaghosha Mahasthavir.

Ven. Dhammapala regrets that in the land
of the birth of Prince Siddhartha, the majority of
Nepalese have no clear idea of Buddhism. Many of
them seem to think of the Buddha as some kind of
god and worship him. Ven. Dhammapala attributes
this to the impact of Hinduism. A century ago,
Buddhism in Nepal was confined to simply traditional
rituals etc. Hence it has become imperative that the
Tripitaka be translated into Newari.

It was primarily due to the effort of Bhikshu
Prajnananda (1900-1996) Nepal’s first
Snaghanayaka, that Theravada Buddhism there, Later
other Nepalese monks and nuns having received
education and training in Burma (Myanmar), Sri
Lanka and Thailand made a notable contribution after
returning home.

Although there is evidence including stone
inscriptions to prove that Nepal had been a
Theravada Buddhist country in ancient times, no
systematic research and study had been done on
this, says Ven. Dhammapala.

About 130 years ago a Western historian
Cecil Bendall (1856-1906) who visited Nepal in 1880
disclosed in 1880-1893 the availability of the Pali
Tripitaka texts in Nepal as early as 8the century. In
1991 a book entitled The Oldest Pali Manuscript:
Four Folios of Vinayapitaka from National Archives,
Kahamandu was published in Germany.

Today those engaged in translating the
Tripitaka from Pali into Newari are following the
advice of the Buddha who gave the Sangha
permission to learn the Dhamma in one’s own

language. ZR

dRITelel ad a2l SRUT JdedR] Jen fot.
Y a¥ dedian AmaioY GleR ybrel e |

£ ¥R Aigern o S TR
xasﬁqf%?rmwoﬁh'wsﬁﬁﬁﬁl

d&dl gaddr UIsal &I51GT T /e Fw i 19%
et safy | wifew | Sefaw | sidanfiw | arfi HY FAT 9%
q as 9% QUS| 1994 | RS P S —— " )%
3 oy 9a% | 19.94% 1% RA% p— -
3 g RYY | R.9M% 3% 13.4% EIT T AL
¥ o 3% | s | wens | 1% Hfers / a3 TR Tt 19%
y ag %% .34% | % | % AT FAT 99%
R AR Tad JIATA 2ffr atsaram T SRATIGI Hedl &t aq 3%
dadd UIso KI191G .
| @ma | @ow 3
AR T 5% (§ WA FeRT)
e T RY ({ T TR A
e a9 §/9R/R% /3% Al R% /0% /99% /1%

A AT, WIR-RY, FBHE, B 7. YTTTET

Email : canon_se@ ail.com

v0

NHTeTogotidig



The Ananda Bhoomi A Buddhist Monthly —

China’s U.S. $. 3 Billion to Lumbini Nepal:
A Matter of Concern

When the news of $ 3 billon to Lumbini,
Nepal went on air first published by the Canadian
Newspaper Vancouver Sun last June 18, it came
as a Dragon thunderbolt and developed a thread of
curiosity among the Nepalese in Nepal and other
parts of the world (http://www.vancouversun.com
ftravel/ billion +Buddhist +Mecca+ gets +financial
+boost + from+ China/4969275/story.html). Without
much of doubt, it can be said that there would be
people who support and who oppose. We don't see
much of independent view coming out whether it is
an issue of development, religion, or any other. They
are mostly seen as political we have been
witnessing all the time. Still majority of Nepalese
folks would like to see this as a positive and a
vibrant solution for a country which is undergoing a
political turmoil.

As regards to the willingness of China to
this megaproject, unquestionably, China is the
fastest growing economy. Mathematically one can
build an equation and estimate, if China’s economic
growth is 10 per cent and that of India 8 per cent,
then a country’s sandwiched between these two
should be 9 per cent keeping the other factors
constant.

When Buddhism spread beyond India more
than two thousand years ago, the one of first nations
who embraced Buddhism outside the Indian sub-
continent was China. Many Chinese scholars came
to India and studied Buddhism at Nalanda said to
be one of the oldest universities in the world. It is
the Chinese traveler who gave the first hand source
of information about Lumbini in Nepal as the
birthplace of Siddhartha Gautam. It is the Chinese
who gave much of information on most of the
archeological evidences in Bodhgaya, Sarnath and
others in India. India did not have. India destroyed
all literatures, canons or any visible as much.
Hinduism saw as an immediate threat to its
existence. According to Peter Harvey, Adi Shankara
said, “Buddha is the enemy of people” still did not
lag behind to copy much of Buddhist teachings
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Decline of Buddhism
in India).)Hindu Rulers and later Muslim invaders

By Kishore Sherchand
(ksherchand@yahoo.com) J1$

put enmity to suppress Buddhism in India. Only
after when the Hindu Rulers themselves got
defeated from Muslim invaders, Hinduism showed
a more reconciliatory approach towards Buddhism.
It is Buddhism who taught the philosophical and
institutional foundation to Hinduism otherwise they
were just scattered here and there. It is Buddhism
that taught monastic institution Shangha to other
religions. It is Buddhism who gets recognition from
The United Nation General Assembly as Visak day
celebration since 2000.

Buddhism suffered much even in modern
China especially during the Cultural Revolution.
When China turned into a communist country, it
suppressed Buddhism — most visibly in Tibet.
According to the International Campaign for Tibet,
since 1949 more than 6,000 Tibetan Buddhist
monasteries, nunneries, and temples have been
destroyed. But today Buddhism in China is
resurfacing. We can still say China officially a
communist nation but when Deng Xiao ping opened
up its economic sphere to the outside world, its
constitution of 1978 Article 46 gave a secular model
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_China)
much earlier than Nepal. According to the Western
figure there were about 170 millions a decade ago
who believe in Buddhism. Now it is estimated as
much as 400 millions adhered to this religion. Some
even go beyond and estimate as much 600 million
(http://www.justchina.org/china/china-beliefs.asp).

At the same time, there are increasing evidences
of missionary penetration of Christianity converts
in China. The government cannot take harsh
reaction at the promise of secularism and definitely
doesn’'t want to project this way to the outside
world. The Chinese government as well as the
people would be much comfortable socially and
culturally to support and promote Buddhism to the
outside world (Public Radio International PR12010).
Nepal would be one of them.
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India’s Status

India’s approach to the promotion of
Buddhism is more aggressive than Nepal. India got
people like Gandhi, Nehru, Bhimrao and others who
dreamed India as a secular state and put Ashoka
Wheel of Dhamma in its constitution, Parliament
Building and National flag. Nepal is left behind to
put in some form. India saw ahead of Nepal as the
window of opportunity to attract international
tourists. India has a better leverage to use its
economic as well as political sphere to do so. The
exiled leader Dalai Lama has been reaching out
the world more vehemently than others as a
champion of peace and harmony whose contribution
to attract the West could be judged as the most
plausible reason. India benefits from that. India as
a more stable secular nation has been putting all
out efforts to develop Bodhgaya, Sarnath,
Kushinagara to attract million of tourists with the
better connection of Dalai Lama. Projects like Light
of Buddha Dharma Foundation International
(http://www.lbdfi.org/) and Maitreya Project
(Www.maitreyaproject.org) are supporting to develop
Bodhgaya, Kushinara and Sarnath supported by
the West. There may be many more. India knows
better than Nepal why the Western world is being
attracted towards Buddhism than any other religion;
name it, U.S.A., France, Australia or many others.
More and more numbers of Western people have
followed Buddhism in teaching and meditation
(http://www.onebodhitree.org /? g=content/
buddhism-us-looking-through-land-buddha-kishore-
sherchand-ksherchandyahoocom).

Western Zeal

Westerns especially the youths are
increasingly concerned and question the very
existence of God and Goddism. The recent
communication from Public Radio International (PRI)
about Christianity in Holland says like this, “there
are one sixth of the clergymen in the country just
disagree with God and Goddism keeping Jesus
Christ as its supreme commander. One interviewee
said, “I have faith in Jesus Christ but not in the
existence of God (In Bible, Jesus Christis believed
to be the son of God).” Please mind it Buddhism
rejects the doctrine of Goddism as the supreme
commander. The vast majority of those open to
practicing Buddhism are educated middle and
upper-middle class religious seekers. The Elite

"

Buddhists who are attracted to Buddhism are trying
to get away from religions based on faith and
devotion such as Christianity or Judaism
(http://nichirenscoffeehouse.net /Ryuei/Buddhism-
in-America.html).

Prachanda and Paras

It is conceivable that when Maoists in
Nepal came to power, the then Prime Minister
Prachanda could have gotten favorable approach
from China. Several options could have been put
on the table on how to support Nepal more
vehemently. One can judge, India and China both
has some sort of muscling how to keep Nepal under
its own influence. Maoist CPN Chairman Prachanda
could see this as an avenue of opportunity. Some
may not like because he is affiliated with Maoist
Communist Doctrine. If Communist China can
change why not Prachanda? However, | believe, “It
should not matter what type of fishing bate it is so
long as it catches a good fish.” Some doubt even
on Ex-Crown Prince Paras who is also one of the
Vise-Chairmen of the APEC foundation. Paras could
also have seen this as a more pragmatic approach
towards the poverty stricken and war-torn people
of Nepal. The greatest example comes right from
the Emperor Ashoka who was a Hindu King but
renounced Hinduism and became the champion of
Buddhism for disseminating Buddhism outside
India. If Ashoka could do why not Ex-King
Gyanendra and his son Paras? Buddhism in
contrast to Hinduism strictly adheres to
impermanence and no-self as a core value of a
human life. Buddhism adheres to the middle path
to benefit others. Buddha himself experimented.

In the past, Nepal could not see much this
as a forward step for a variety of reasons such as
poor economic strength, non-secular view, unstable
government, dictatorship and Hindu King. Nepal
rulers just tried take a lukewarm approach. Few of
them could also have viewed as the nearest threat
to the existence of Hinduism. Hinduism could not
give much to the expectation of Nepalese people
in a fair deal. Historically they imposed much of
the doctrine of inhumanistic discriminatory social
order into Nepalese society. Buddhism by default
rejects this.

Ravi Verma a computer scientist, Buddhist
Scholar, follower, and teacher said, Siddhartha
Goutam knew, Brahmins were the main barrier
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between Veda and the people, so Buddha tried to
reach out and convince first those Brahmins during
his 45 years of teaching after enlightenment
(personal communication; http:/mww.onebodhitree.org
/?q=content/teachers; http://worldamity.
wordpress.com/ 2010/12/29/the-life-of-buddha/).
| believe, this could be an outward-looking lesson
for the people of Nepal.

Here is the Deal

Both Nepal and India share the common
platform of Siddhartha Gautam from his birth to
enlightenment to death. If a Western devout visit
Bodhgaya, they would also likely to visit Lumbini.
If the Chinese devout visit Lumbini they would also
be tempted to visit Bodhgaya. | don't see much
why India should oppose as much they are doing
its own neighbor Pakistanis for fear of terrorism. |
also don't see much to see that far for Chinese
Buddhists as terrorist. If Nepal and India agree to
develop networks such as direct and rapid
transportation between Lumbini and Bodhgaya,
Sarnath or Kushinagara both would mutually
benefit. Majority of Nepalese would like to see the
prosperity of Nepal free of ignorance no matter who
rings the bell. &R
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