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The VVen. Bhikkhu Sudarshan Mahathera

(A Short Biographical Sketch)

&5 Ven. Kondanya, Buddha Vihar, gkondanya@gmail.com

On two special occasions did Buddha, the
enlightened one, make important exhortations to the
community of Bhikkhus. The first was at the verify
beginning of his public ministry, when, having trained
the first batch of sixty Bhikkhus on the Noble Eightfold
Path, he exhorted them thus:—

“Released am | O Bhikkhus! From all bond
whether human or divine, you, too, O Bhikkhu, are freed
from all bonds whether human of divine. Go forth, O
Bhikkhus! For the welfare and happiness of the many,
out of compassion for the world, for the gain, welfare
and happiness of gods and men.....Proclaim the Dhamma
that is excellent in the beginning, excellent in the middle
and excellent in the end, both in the spirit and in the
letter. Proclaim the holy lie, altogether perfect and pure.”
(Vinaya, 1, 21)

The second exhortation was made just before
he passed away into Mahaparinibbana at Kusinara. In
fact these were his last words:

“Behold, O Bhikkhus! I exhort you, Transient
are all compounded things. Work out your deliverance,
with diligence!”

These two exhortation contain the main
objectives of the life of a Bhikkhu-

a) To devote oneself wholeheartedly for the
welfare of mankind, through Dhamma proclaimed by
the Buddha.

b) To exert oneself fully, with diligence, to attain
supreme enlightenment.

It may be said with confidence, that Ven.
Sudarshan Mahathera has fulfilled these objectives by
living thimself an exemplary, disciplined hard life for

revival of Theravada Buddhism and Contributing for
the development of Buddhist literature in Nepal.

Born in 1 July 1938, in a Buddhist family of
Buddhist parents- Nhuccheraj Sakya and Harshamaya
Sakya, as the second among three sons and a daughter,
in the vicinity of an Id monastery (Vihara) Called
Okubahal, In Lalitpur, Nepal, Rudraraj Sakya (as he was
called before his ordination as Sharmanera Sudarshan)
was brought up in an atmosphere where religious live
and peace prevailed. His father passed away while the
children were still very young, and his mother, a dutiful,
devoted religious minded lady, and literate to some
extent, used to frequent a Buddhist Vihara (Monastery)
in Lalitpur called Sumangala Vihara, where Reverend
Buddhaghosh Mahathera was then residing. She used
to listen to his preaching and also participate in Buddha
Pooja (worship of Lord Buddha) performed in the Vihara.

Young Rudraraj, who used to accompany his
mother to the Vihara, often got religious orientations
and lessons in Pali (language of Buddha) from Ven.
Buddhaghosh. His mother also used to educate the
children at home singing devotional songs and giving
Buddhist admonitions.

One day, Ven. Buddhaghosh asked the young
boy- “Rudraraj! What would you like to be in future?”
Bhante!” replied Rudraraj, “I wish to become a Bhante
(reverend monk).” Ven. Buddhaghosh would also tell
Harhsmaya that it is an act to the monastery for the
sake of propagation of the religion. One day, he told
her. “Harshmaya, your son Rudraraj wish to become a
Bhante, what do you think of it?” HarshmMaya felt it as
her noble religous duty and consented to the proposal.
So, in due course of time, when Rudraraj become 15
years of age, mother and son accompanied Ven.
Buddhaghosh to Kusinara, India (the site where Lord
Buddha passed away into Mahaparinibbana), where Ven
Chandramani Mahathera was then residing Rudraraj was
placed under his care and supervision. On 7 Jan 1950,
Rudraraj was ordained as Sharmaner Sudarshan under
the tutorship of the Mahathera.

After his ordination Sharmaner Sudarshan
remained in Kusinara, and along with other areas of
education, studies Buddhism and earned the title of
Kovida in a few year (April 1951). When he attained 20
years of age, Bhikkhu Prajnananda Mahathera, the firs
Sanghanayak, gave him higher ordination (Upasampada)
of Bhikkhu (30'[h Nov, 1964) at Saranath, Benares, India
Saranath is the place, where Lord Buddha delivered his
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first sermon on the Doctrine of the Middle Way and the
Noble Eightfold Path, to a group of give Bhikkhus called
Panchavaddavaggiya Bhikkhus, thus rolling forth the
Wheel of the Dhamma in world.

Bhikkhu Sudarshan now devoted himself
seriously to higher achievement in the field of education,
both in Buddhism and in other academic areas. In the
meantime he was also continuing his activities in his
field of Buddhism such as teaching in a Buddhist school,
writing Buddhist plays in Nepal Bhasa, writing books
On Buddhism and related literature, Organizing
Buddhist activities in Nepal, to help revival of Theravada
Buddhism attending Buddhist conferences leading
pilgrimage of Buddhist Nepalese to holy places in India,
renovation of old Viharas etc.

He passed S.L.C. in 1st division (Jan 1968),
Intermediate in Art (Aug 1973), Bachelor of Education
(B.Ed.) with merit (1975-76) and Master of Arts (M.A.)
in Nepalese History, Culture, Archeology with ‘merit’
(1979-80).

Being also an enthusiastic educationist and
keenly interested in the revival and expansion of
Buddhism in Nepal. Bhikkhu Sudarshan started teaching
in a Buddhist school named /Taksar Shila Pathasala at
Palpa, Tansen, Nepal (1950). He taught in Buddhist
Boarding School ‘Anandakuti Vidhyapeeth, in
Swayambhoo, and also worked as superintendent of
the same school (1955-57, 1967-69). This school grew
out as an expansion of tutoring a few students at
Anandakuti Vihara in Swayambhoo. He served in editing
and publishing Tripitaka in Pali, at Benares. (1954).

From 1980 onwards up to his last days, he
worked hard to establish center in Tribhuvan University
where Buddhist Studies would be conducted, Buddhism
was introduced as a subject in the Department of Ancient
History, Culture and Archeology in the University, and
Diploma in Buddhist education was opened in the
University where he served ass a faculty member.

Bhikkhu Sudarshan was equally devoted to
the task of developing Buddhist literature in Nepal
Bhasa (mother tongue of the Newar Community) and
Nepal (now the National Language). He has written and
published several books; which is classified and
translated below.

Books by Ven. Sudarshan Mahathera
LanguageM Nepal Bhasa and Nepali

No. Of books
1. Books (in Nepala Bhasa) Buddhism 21
2. Booklets 13
3. Edited works 13
4. Plays (Nepala Bhasa) 13

5. Miscellaneous works 8
6. Books (in Nepali) 9
Total 68

Ven. Sudarshan worked as co-editor of
Dharmodaya (a Buddhist monthly, 1953-58). His books,
palys in Nepal Bhasa- Bmbapali 1959), King Jaya Prakash
(1958), were published about that time. Ambapali is
reported to be a masterpiece in the field of plays and
drama. He was awarded Shrestha Sirapa award for his
workk- King Jaya Prakash.

Ven. Sudarshan was honored with Mahendra
Bhoosan (1981) and Dharma Bahadur Dhakhwa Sirapa
(2002).

Some of his notable works are the following.
a) In Nepal Bhasa

- Lumbini yakichale

Nirvana

Ashok Pillar in Lumbini

Lumbin-Birth the birth place of Buddha

Maha buddha

- Chaitya Pooja
B) In Nepali
- Buddha & Buddhist Culture

Buddha & Buddhism

Lumbini

Padmapani Bodhisttva

Significance of Nepali Viharas

Intolerance of rulers towards Buddhsim.

Ven. Sudarshan is regarded as having both
extensive and intensive knowledge about Lumbini, the
birthplace of Buddha and is regarded as authority in
matters of Buddhist culture and archaeology Nepal.
Even up to his last days, he took great care to se that
the New Mayadevi Temple at Lumbini is constructed to
commemorate rightly the birth incident of Lord Buddha.

His works on Lumbin are reported as
authoritative. Some his books are also prescribed in the
concerned department of Tribhuvan University.

In 1962, the then Panchayat government, which
was hostile to the spread and popularization of Nepal
Bhasa and Buddhism in Nepal, banned broadcasting of
news in Nepal Bhasa from Radio Nepal. A protest
movement followed, in which Ven. Sudarshan joined
and was jailed for a period of 6 months and 6 days, His
struggle reminds us of the love of popularizing
Buddhsim in the mother tongue of the Newar community
of Nepal. In those days, he used to remark; “How can
Bhikkhus remain aloof or flace away from the atrocities
and injustice perpetuated in the society?”

Ven. Sudarshan Mahathera was also an able
organizer, having managerial capacity par excellence of
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mobilizing people for community activities. In 1965, when
he was 25 year of age, he went o reside in Ganavihara,
Kathmandu, and an old Vihara, which was in an utterly
bad shape, where people used to throw out garbages,
He was able to influence the people of the community,
and succeeded in renovating the vihara to the present
state. He lived for a few years in Gana vihara.

In 1975, he acquired a piece of land for
constructive work in Kirtipur, in a place, which was
deserted by the people, and used as a garbage disposal
site. In 1976, the present Nagarmandapa Shree Kirti
Vihara was already going up in that place. Recently
(2000), he pleaded vehemently for the construction of a
Buddhist Chaity a on top of Mayadevi Temple where
Buddha was born, 2546 years ago, and resolved to fast
into death, if his proposal is not accepted, In a seminar
conducted by Lotus Research Center, he presented a
work-paper on “The developing Theravada Buddhist
Culture in Nepal”.

In 1986, he organized a mass renunciation
(Pabbajja) and Bhikkhushood ceremony, even in foreign
centers.

Ven. Sudarshan has traveled fa and wide to
different place in the world, in curse of his Buddhis
sactivities. He has attained and attended the 6th
Dhamma Sangayana in Burma, 1954, (Myanmar). He
actively participated in the 4th World Fellowship of
Buddhist (1958), and in 11th Asian Buddhist conference
(1956). He was keen to collect materials needed for his
activities in Buddhism, which visiting countris aboard.

In 1964, 1969 & 1977 he led large groups of
Buddhist laities (500, 560 & 550) visit to different places
of Budbhist interests such as Lumbini, Kushinara,
Saranath, Lukhnow, Delhi, Agra, Ranchi, Ajanta, Ellora,
Bodhgaya, Sarvasti, Rajgir, etc. He attended bith
ceremony of Fuji-Guruji, and Asian Buddhist World
Peace Conference in Lumbin (1976). He has traveled to
different countries as the leader of YSWR (Youth
Seminar of World Religion-1982, 1984) and Atomic
Disarmament Conference (1981).

As an active Buddhist worker, Ven. Sudarshan
has held, several important posts in Buddhist
organizations in Nepal notably the following:

Vice-Chairman-Lumbini Development
Cooperation Committee (1964)

Joint-Secretary- All
Association (1984)

Chairman- All Nepal Bhikkhu Association (2000)

Chairperson- Dharmodaya Sabha (1992)

Co-Rector- Nepal Bauddha Pariyatti Shiksha

Vice-Chancellor - Nepal Bhasha Academy

Nepal Bhikkhu

Vice-Chairman- Vishwa Shanti Bauddha
Shikshalaya

Director- The Ananda Bhoomi (A Buddhist
Monthly)

In Novermber 1975, at Nagar Mandap Kirti
Vihara, the newly constructed Vihar at Kirtipur he
organized an activity doing the Kathin Ceremony of the
Vihara, in which devotees from the three principle cities
of the valley, Kathmandu, Patan and Bhadagaun,
assembled to make thread out of cotton pads, to weave
cloth the cloth in saffron color, and finally to present
the cloth as chivara for the Bhikkhus residing in the
Vihara all in one day! It was a unique unheard of
ceremony of its kind.

Ven. Sudarshan is reported to be a Bhikkhu,
with creative scientific temperaments, who worked for
inter caste marriage in the Newar Community. He is a
Bhikkhu of multi-dimension talent: historian,
anthropologist, social reformer educationist, researcher,
preacher and devoted educator of Tribhuvan University.
He is one of the foremost-learned Bhikkhus who worked
lifelong to revive and upgrade Theravada Buddhism in
Nepal.

He is a renowned writer and contributor in the
development of Nepal Bhasa Literature, an unparalleled
genius about Lumbin, a Bhikkhu, ful of loving kindness
who always lends a helping hand to the juniors. He
always helped those who sought his help. He would
often remark on his small library. “These, my books are
my sole property.”

Towards the end of his life he had to struggle
hard with his frail health partly due to diabetes, and
some other complications for which he sought to he
treated in a Buddhist country, Thailand, which has
advanced medical techniques. However, when Ven.
Sudarshan was having rest in Kirtipur Vihara, the final
end came at about 10 pm in the night of 14th July 2002
and when he suffered from heart attack. The next
morning he was taken to Shahid Gangalal Heart Center,
Doctor tried their best, but he breathed his last at about
2:45pm on 21 July 2000, while Bhikkus, Anagarikas, and
devotees were waiting out of side CCU of the Hospital.

Thus passed away one of those rare Bhikkhus
of Nepal, who worked so much as a Buddha Putra (Son
of the Blessed One), to revive Buddhism in the land of
the Buddha, to build up Buddhist literature in Nepal
Bhasha, to set up the seeds of infrastructure to educate
people in Buddhism, and above all to fulfill the wishes
of his mother, that she has done a noble deed by grating
in charity for the cause of Buddhism in Nepal.

(courtesy : Buddha Jayanti Souverir-2547, Ktm,
2003 A.D.)
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