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Religious Voracity

& Prof. Suwarna Sakya

Those who involve in
religion are called religious. |
Service, beneficence, protection,
compassion and worshipping will
be religious issues while only
advantageousthings should never
be religious. Sin is the opposite matter of religion.
There'sasaying "......papasya karanam" or greed is
the reason of sin. There's no question of greed
becoming religious. When we try to find out the
meaning of greediness, then it becomes obviousthat
the desire to make anything our own is avarice.
Those who make everything his own that is in his
reach will never care bout other's welfare. In order
to become religious, one should possess the feeling
of equality. Sin the feeling of equality will not be
there in ravenousness, there's no question of greedy
peoplebeing religious.

The greed being existent in human being is
human nature. A person who wants to e good tries
to minimize greed to remain far from greediness
and try to gain superior education through virtuous
association. In practice, voracity remains mixed up
and in socia action. Greed also becomes a kind of
custom. People want to follow practice by being
religious because the outcome of sexual desire,
anger and gluttony etc will be grievous in real life.
Whenever we call religion, it isto be separate from
sexual desire, anger and gluttony. There will be
conception in any religious person that it's not
possible to gain supremacy for those who regard
god and Enlightenment for those who regard
Nirvana

Since greed isthe most powerful object among
the human nature, it'll keep on emphasizing to keep
aso calledreligious peopleinitscontrol by deviating
him from matter of religion. According to status of

4

religious person being involved in religion, the greed
too consists in him in the same ratio. Furthermore,
the religious people will remain artificia religious
people only in the name of religion they were drawn
by the attraction of greediness. If there's no
understanding in virtuousness then people will be
giving streets to irreligious activity by considering
greed mixed religious activity to be essential practice
of life.

Since Buddha's instruction is experienced and
practical, there'll be no place provided for greediness
init. Some people bring variouslogic by saying that
greed is also a necessary thing. Even so, Buddha's
teaching hasremained inits place by not giving space
to such logic. There are also people who say that
there shouldn't be desire of avariceto stealing, lying
and deceiving but it's necessary to have greed in
achieving knowledge. There also people who opine
that the greed of knowledge will make us achieve
more knowledge and those who progress shouldn't
satisfy in it, they diverge their logic by saying so
and present the concept that emphasizes greed and
dissatisfaction. For more knowledge, there'sno need
of gluttony and it's not compulsory that we should
be dissatisfied for incensement of knowledge. Thus,
it's not appropriate thing to operate competitive
progammein religious field by creating increase of
greed. To becomewinner inacompetitionisasample
of greed fascination. Moreover, to participate in the
competition is to entangle into the desire of being
prized and honoured. Because of greed, some tires
to win in the competition in an illicit way. Some
raise debate by being dissatisfied with the decision
of result in competition in a chaotic way. Such type
of competition will devastate peace. The violence
and anarchy will take place due to greediness. The
burglary and deceiving- all these kind of malevolent
disposition are created because of greed. Since such
programmes of competition will be the reason of
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deluding religion, it would be appropriate to exhibit
talent in related topic and operate the skill. It would
sound far-sighted and initiating towards greed
fascination if such competition is considered right
as in other social programmes in Buddhist
progranme. Lord Buddha has said that other are
jealous and covetous of the winner and looser
remains being anxious. Thus, one who remains
without caring the loss, and victory will leave life
peacefully. It means that exhibition of competition
will create suffering in human being. In Buddha's
teaching, thereisamention of Eight Universe (Asta-
lok) religion. It is essential quality for rea life to
keep our mind balanced by making it satisfied in
accomplishment and non attainment. Hence,
meannessisnaot given any type of placein Buddhism.

Nowadays, people can be seen so much fallen
in religious feeling that some even use to say that
religion has progressed due to the hungriness: the
pious feeling such as charity has been made greed-
prone and the episode of charity is made
underestimated. In order to get charity or donation,
different alurement is shown like the name of the
donator will be inscribed in inscription, they'll be
felicitated in occasionsetc and in thisway the charity
is collected. People will be ready to give money in
the lure of gaining name and reverence though they
have or don't have the amount. The amount that is
achieved in such away may support financialy in
some programme of construction etc but the
sanctimonious faith cannot be gathered. It'll be like
keeping the religion as a bond to collect donation in
a cheap advertising way but it won't be virtuous. It
isdoubtful that such task will only inspire the gaudy
donator making the faithful donators who come to
household doorstep fade away. In ancient period
too such task of keeping religious inscription and
showing the feeling to having virtuous heart were
conducted by being dutiful in order to inspire others
in servicefeeling. In today's charity, the mentioning
of name and inscription etc are kept forward. It's
not bad to inscribe donator's name or keep
inscription but the method of request and donating

have become artificial. It's necessary to keep the
record of profit and expenses in a solid way. But
the lure of naming will not be appropriate. Therelll
be dilapidation in the faith of a person who wantsto
donate his possessions as a secret charity by earning
itin aRight Livelihood means due to this condition
of donating for the name sake. Faith itself cordial, it
cannot be compelling. These days, giving charity
for religious purpose can be seen as the task of
enticing, flattering and buttering with the view of
bargaining. The donator also can be seen so much
greed of name that they engrave name in small gift
that'll cost a minimum amount and becomes proud
of it. They let their name carved in each wingswhile
giving a inexpensive fan too. In real faith, such
show-off displays the exaggeration. The donators
used to be very happy by neglecting the shame and
proving themselves to be hungry of name, it
becomes obviousthat they're unaware of importance
of charity though they've virtuous heart. In redlity,
it'll not be virtue only by donating. One can gain
virtue by providing charity inaright place by raising
faith in a right form. When we give donation to a
beggar, he'll buy alcohol from that money and will
create havoc in the society by drinking it. That
donation will be harmful to society but it won't
provide merit to the donator. They charity which is
provided by thewell-off people who have kept asset
as preserving water in the ocean will not be proved
thefaithful charity because they would not care about
the poor people who have daily hand-to-mouth
problem. Unnecessary donation and distribution will
engulf the receiver in greediness. To give
concentration towards such kind of giving and taking
charity will be to protect the gist of Buddhism. If
we can increase the attitude of following and
fostering the real religionin practice, It would raise
Dependent Origination Knowledge and there'll be
jovia-ness in respect to Buddha. Then, Buddhism
will remain different from other racial religions and
there'll be placeto feel proudin Buddhist field inthe
speciaty of establishment of Four Noble Truths.
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