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Stray notes on Lumbini Politics

25 Harischandra Lal Singh

The reporter of Shukrabar,
vernacular daily, wrote about the
politics involved in the supposed
APEC dedl. It said the frequent visit
of Maoist leader Prachanda to South
Asian countries has created suspicious among the
people. The paper argues that the analysts of
international security and strategy have been taking
Lumbini as a very insecure area of Nepal, at least
politically. Sandwiched between the northern Himalayas
and the Indian border area in the south, Lumbini is
considered a very sensitive religious area. According
to the institute of world strategic study of the Oxford
University, the Lumbini development plan will help
expand China's influence in Nepal and it will also
intensify China's* soft policy” campaign towardsAsia.

In recent times though the influence and
popularity of Buddhism has increased in the World as
awhole, it has so far not intensified its influence in
international politics. Itistheanalysisof Chinese policy
makers that if Lumbini can be turned into Kashi
(Benares) of Buddhism, theinfluence of Buddhism will
have an increasing impact on international politicsand
this will also help reduce the influence of Tibetan
religious|eader, the Dalai Lama.

Thedaily also mentioned the support received
by the Dalai Lamafrom thewestern countriesto create
public opinionin Tibet on behalf of Tibet autonomous
region which has been a big headache to the Chinese
Communist Party and Government. With a view to
ending this influence, China is whole-heartedly
engaged in the development of Lumbini.

The same source saysthat through Buddhism
which is popular as a very tolerant religion in
comparisonto Chrigtianity and Islam, China, by lunching
thiscultural diplomacy, istrying to expand itsinfluence
and supremacy not only in Buddhist countries such as
Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Burma, Thailand, Malaysiaand
Sri Lankabut also in the whole of Asia.

It is because of the increasing economic
potentiality of South East Asia in investing for the
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development of Lumbini that Communist Prachanda,
Hindu Paras, the representative of American millionaire
Rockefeller family, have joined the common forum
created by China, although they have nothing to do
with Buddhism, wrote the daily paper.

The paper continues “Along with the dream
of making Nepal financially immensely rich, thereisthe
fear of thetension of war. This plan will make Lumbini
the focus of mutua conflict between Indiaand China.
Many people cannot believethat Indiawill allow China
to implement the plan of such huge size close to its
border.”

Writing in avernacular daily Nagarik Dainik
onAugust 13" 2011, Pradip Giri said that ahigh ranking
official of Nepal resigned over the issue of Lumbini
development. His case was also a part of Lumbini
politics. Any issue of developing Lumbini raises
highbrows in India because India is propagating that
the Buddhawas born in India. Therefore in the case of
Lumbini, India is more intolerant. India, which is
preparing to construct a Buddhist circuit in its land,
doesn’t hesitate to claim that Lumbini, the birth place
of theBuddha, isapart of India. In order to bring all the
Buddhist touriststoitsland, India has done excavation
work in the Nalanda University to create a replica of
Lumbini. India has given emphasis on tourism
development linking Bodhagaya of Bihar to Nalanda
of Uttarpradesh. Thepressof Indiaoccasionally claims
the land close to Lumbini as Indian Territory.

China, on the other hand, by stepping towards
Lumbini, wantsto expand itsinfluencein Tibet through
the Buddhist activities. This wish has been expressed
time and again by Chinese leaders, says the paper.

Apart from the APEC proposal there are also
other proposals for the development of Lumbini.
Thailand has proposed to construct a big maternity
home in Lumbini arguing that the children born to the
mothers living in the climate of Lumbini would be
blessed with the attributes of the Buddha. An American
company proposed to makeapark similar to Disneyland
of California. AnAsian company put forward aproposal
of constructing and international airport around
Lumbini to enable the people of the world to visit
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Lumbini and seek blessings of the Buddha.

Nepal ese culture minister was approached by
two Chinese parties— one to develop Lumbini with the
investment of 2000 million rupees. Another party
proposed to construct ten meter long image of the
Buddha and to construct a pond with the facility of
bating around the image. The proposals were not
materialized as the concerned parties, for one reason
or another, were victims of indecision.

One of the reasons of indecision may be

attributed to the plea of Ban Ki Moon, the present
Secretary General of the United Nations, not to
undertake any major work for the development of
Lumbini for ayear to ensure that any work done there
isdonein aplaned way. A conformed, Buddhist as he
is, Ban Ki Moon wants to see Lumbini developedin a
planed way to protect and preserve the sanctity of
Lumbini. Moon’s wish is understandable. He wantsto
seethat Lumbini devel opment plan must not be affected
by commercialization. %2
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