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All conditioned phenomena are
dukkha; when one sees this with Insight-
wisdom, one becomes weary of dukkha (i.e...,
the khandhas). This is the Path to Purity.
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Vipassana Cortinues To Burefit Masdind

Could you please explain the role of the
assistant teachers and students in ensuring that
Vipassana continues to benefit
mankind?

Goenkaji:- You mean the

. . . 7T
relationship between the assistant _
teacher and the students? Assistant f =
teachers are made assistant teachers ',g, =
in order to learn how to teach Dhamma =

in a proper way. It is a training period
for them. As one develops the perfect
way of giving Dhamma, one takes
further responsibility, becoming a
senior assistant teacher. If in that role
one keeps working properly, one keeps
working properly, one gets still more
responsibility, becoming a deputy
teacher. Working perfectly in that, one
becomes a teacher. So it is all training.

Somebody sitting on the Dhamma seat as an
assistant teacher may start developing a feeling of
ego, “See, | am now far superior to all these meditators
who have come here, that is why | am sitting on the
Dhamma seat.” Or someone who moves from
assistant teacher to senior assistant teacher may
start feeling, “Now | am far superior to these assistant
teachers.” Our some one who becomes a deputy
teacher feels, “Look, | am far superior.” Or somebody
who becomes a teacher may feel, “Oh, | am the
uppermost! Everybody must obey whatever | say.”

If this madness develops, the person is not
fit to teach Dhamm. The whole training is given for

this purpose. As soon as one becomes an assistant
teacher, one’s job is to learn how to give Dhamma in
a very humble way.

One must think, am a
representative of Buddha, of Dhamm,
of the entire chain of the Teachers of
Dhamma. | am a reprehensive of my
own Teacher. Anything | do which gives
a bad name to the whole tradition or
to Dhamma is a very anti-meritorious
deed. | am here to develop my own
paramis, to pay back my debt of
gratitude to the Buddha himself, to the
whole lineage of Teachers, and to my
own Teacher, because | got this
wonderful Dhamma from them. For
this reason, | am serving.” If a teacher
has this feeling, every action of is will
be a wonderful action. One’s service will be helpful.

The students also give respect to him, but
the moment he starts imposing himself as an
authority, this person is not fit, although he was made
a teacher. The training, which is going on now, is all
trial and error; people are being trained how to serve
in Dhamma.

As Sayagi U Ba Khin used to say, “Someone
whom | designate as fit to teach may fail, totally fail.”
It all depends what paramis this person has. If one
has good paramis from the past, this person will
automatically become successful in teaching, and
will advance from assistant teacher to teacher,
because he will have those qualities.

III

'

CANON

We are deeply saddened by the sudden demise of Vishea
Vipassana Acharya Shree Satynarayana Goenka. He
passaed away peacefully at age of 90 at it residene on
Saturday, 29th September 2013 at 10:40pm.
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He or she will think,”l am thankful to the
people who come to learn Dhamma. So many people
have come to learn Dhamma from me. Now | can get
the paramis of dana, and dana parami of fiving
Dhamma is the highest dana parami. How could |
develop that parami unless these people came? |
cannot go into the jungle and declare, ‘I will teach
everybody here.’ | am developing my dana parami
because these people who come are giving me the
opportunity. | am grateful to them.

“And the lineage—the Teachers, right from
the Buddha—were teaching with all love and
compassion! | am still learning, but this should be
my ideal, this should be my aim. This is how | have to
work.”

Anybody who is given a higher duty should
keep thinking, “From the very beginning, my job is to
be a Dhamma servant. Whether a Dhamma server or
an assistant teacher, | am giving Dhamma service.
Now | am getting the opportunity to do more Dhamma
service.”

There is no authority in Dhamma. There is
only very humble service. This is the only way to have
rapport with the students. Every teacher—assistant
or senior or deputy or full teacher—has to understand
what will happen if you impose your will on the
students.

Suppose we say, “From tomorrow onwards,
this person is an assistant teacher and you have to
accept his orders, to fulfill whatever he desires .......
Now he is a senior, so all the assistants must listen
to his words. Whatever he says is correct and you
must bow down and accept it...... Now he is a deputy,
so everybody else must listen to him.” If that is the

approach, how long will this imposition last? Even
in my lifetime, people will start disrespecting this
person. After that, this person will have no place in
the whole system of teaching Dhamma.

One has to develop one’s service in such a
way that every student starts generating love towards
you. If this is not generated, there is merely imposed
authority. This is not a dictatorship, it is service. So
serve in such a way that you generate love and respect
in the minds of the students. This is how your service
will give good results. If you start imposing your
authority, your power, you can never be a successful
teacher.

For their part, the students should keep
understanding, “Here is a person who has been
appointed. | have great respect for my Teacher, for
the line of the Teachers. | have great respect for
Buddha. And here is a person—rightly or whorngly—
whom my Teacher has decided is capable to give
service. Now he or she represents Dhamma by sitting
on Dhamma seat.” The student will always try to
generate respect for the assistant teacher. But this
respect must be strengthened by the action of the
teacher, by his or her behavior.

If the teacher does not have the quality of
humbleness, of love and compassion, this person can
never be a successful teacher. Even if he is asked to
sit on the Dhamma seat, it won’t work. This kind of
relationship between the teacher and the students is
essential.

(Source - Annual Meeting : Dhamma Giri, January 21,
1994, Questions & Answers, For The Benefit Of Many)

4 )
Relrgion Sets us not apart it teaches
peace and purity of heart.
— S.N.Goenka
We are deeply saddened by the sudden demise of Vishea Vipassana
Acharya Shree Satynarayana Goenka. He passaed away peacefully at age
of 90 at his residene on Saturday, 29th September 2013 at 10:40pm.
= Theravada Foundation Nepal
X [* Buddha Vihara Bhrikutimandap, Ktm-31. )
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