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L\ Education Initiatives in
8 Theravada Buddhism in Nepal-2

continued fro last issue ....... P
Buddhist Universities in Sri Lanka, Thailand - Buddha also classified the education
and Myanmar in terms of Pariyatti (textual learning),

Buddhist universities in Sri Lanka, Thailand ~ Patipatti (experiential learning) and Pativeda
and Myanmar have become the centers of higher study (philosophical realization).By designing the
of Theravada Buddhism for monks of Nepal. Presently ~ institutions serving Pariyatti, Patipatti and
there are more than 200 monks and 30 nuns studying  Pativeda needs of these four parishads can
Buddhism in these three countries. Thailand, Myanmar lead the Theravada educational initiatives to
and Sri Lanka have the capacity to sustain half a million a successful and sustainable venture.
monks each. Each country has built about 50,000 large
and small monasteries for monks to live. Providing

necessary support to 200/300 monks and 50 nuns from . o . .
Nepal in these countries is not a big burden. Thailand plesiiel ooy evd daneliacil laeaiing

is doing fine with grown up economy to sustain the needs. @ be enhanced substantially. The
large community of monks whereas Sri Lanka and ~ Ofganizations of nuns, laymen and laywomen
Myanmar have strong infrastructural base for monks. have to demonstrate systematic existence. As
Myanmar has built strong monastic linkage in Nepalin ~ there are many nuns who are active and
meditation. Meditation instructors from Myanmar are academically qualified, there is potential for

deputed to International Meditation Center in them to get better Organized Wlth vision and
Kathmandu and Panditaram Meditation center in mission. Although Lay Buddhists are

Lumbini. Sri Lanka Chaitya in Anandakuti Vihara in organized into various activist associations

Kathmandu is the historical symbol of support from Sri they are scattered and work on ad hoc basis.

Lanka during the historical time of re-entry of Theravada Th d d . I .o
in Nepal. Thailand has contributed significantly to build ¢y nee to fe em.te into large associations
a Thai style Vihara in Kirtipur. and aim for consolidated goals.

Most of the monks come back to Nepal after . . . . .
study and get accommodated in several Viharas in University classes in Nepalese University
Nepal. Some monks stay in respective countries for With the increased demand for formal study in
longer duration to experience higher roles and become ~ Buddhism by young monks and nuns as well as
influential contact persons for Nepalese monks while ~ householders, Tribhuvan University, the first and
some others, who are successful in getting connection ~ largest secular university of Nepal established the
g0 to monasteries in western countries. Many monks ~ Department of Buddhist Studies in 2000 CE and started
graduate with Masters Degree in Buddhism while some ~ With one year Post Graduate Diploma course. Main
are successful in completing Ph.D. and become active ~ objective of the course was to provide authentic
in international Buddhist network. Almost half of the ~ knowledge to the tourist guides on Buddhism of
Nepalese monks are found disrobing in the middle or ~ Kathmandu valley. However, the diploma study became
after completion of the study and come back to Nepal ~ popular among young monks, nuns and lay Buddhists
to lead normal household life. Some monks in Thailand ~ as well. In 2005 CE the university added two years
had disrobed in the middle of their study and married ~ Masters Degree course. These courses teach all sects
to Thai women. Almost all such marriages were ©of Buddhism prevalent in Nepal while Theravada

unsuccessful and they had not been very much Buddhismin Palilanguage is taught as the Basic form
successful in their household life. of Buddhism. Presently, there are about 20 students

enrolled every year.

- The organizational capacity of
Nepal Bhikshu Mahasangh in terms of

R4



&W |28 e

The Ananda Bhoomi A Buddhist Monthly

Buddhist University in Nepal

Lumbini is the birth place of Shakyamuni
Buddha. Efforts are being made by the Government of
Nepal as well international Buddhist organizations to
grow Lumbini as a holy pilgrimage site for the Buddhists
of the whole world. One dimension of development of
Lumbini is to make this place the center of learning on
Buddhism and peace. There is Lumbini International
Research Institute as a component of the Lumbini
Development Master Plan designed with the assistance
of UN when U Thant, who was a devout Buddhist from
Myanmar, was the Secretary General. This research
institute is providing opportunities to the western
scholars. There are no educational centers for Nepalese
students and scholars, who want to pursue formal and
higher study and research in Buddhism in Lumbini.
Hence, Nepalese Buddhists have been proposing to
set up a Buddhist University in Lumbini for a long time.
Parliament of Nepal has passed the bill in 2006 to set
up Lumbini Buddhist University without financial
burden to the Government.

The initial five years made very little progress.
The Government appointed a Vice-Chancellor, who was
not a Buddhist or a Professor of Buddhism and hence,
could not gain support of the Buddhist community.
Similarly some faculty members and administrators, who
were hired by the Vice-Chancellor, did not belong to
the Buddhist community. As a result, the inception
phase was a failure due to staying isolated from the
Buddhist community. After the tenure of the first Vice-
Chancellor was over, a new Vice-Chancellor was
appointed who was a retired senior professor of
Tribhuvan University and belonged to a Buddhist
family and had ability and attitude to access the
Buddhist community. He was successful in getting the
decision approved by the governing council of Lumbini
Buddhist University to start Bachelors and Masters
Degrees in Buddhism. This decision has been
instrumental to set up six colleges to start with, out of
which four campuses respectively offer Bachelors and
Masters Degrees in Theravada Buddhism, Himalayan
Buddhism, Mahayana Buddhism, and General
Buddhism. Two other colleges offer Masters Degree in
Applied Buddhism and Peace and Buddhism
respectively. General Buddhism will be taught in
Lumbini campus. There are already 72 Ph. D.
enrollments.

Challenges and opportunities of Theravada
College

Vishoshanti Shikshyalaya, the monks' school
housed in Vishoshanti Vihara has set up the Theravada

%

College offering Bachelors and Masters Degrees. This
is a real opportunity and a tangible achievement of
more than half a century of activism of Theravada
Buddhists which has reached up to 1 million
populations. This density of Theravada Buddhists with
the present institutional capacity of 500 monks and
nuns and 100 small and large Viharas shows the
feasibility and sustainability of running a Theravada
college in Nepal.

Challenges for establishing and running a
Theravada College are substantial and overwhelming.
The most potential students of the proposed Theravada
College are the junior monks and nuns. The College
will have to compete for the recruitment of the students
with Buddhist universities in Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Myanmar as there will be more attraction for them to
go abroad for higher study. The increasing trend of
ordaining of Sramaneras and Anagarikas only can
ensure the sustainability of recruitment of the students
in the College.

The availability of committed, competent and
qualified teaching faculty is another challenge. There
are more than 20 monks and nuns with Masters Degrees
who have returned from Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Myanmar. They are qualified to become the faculty in
the College, but their availability and willingness to
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teach as well as their commitment and competency are
yet to be confirmed.

Another challenge is building enough physical
facilities of the campus. Although the present building
of Vishoshanti Vihara can accommodate the College to
start with minimum facilities, will not be sufficient to
run the College with Vigor and pride. The College will
have to find its own land sufficient to accommodate
buildings as per need of a well facilitated college such
as lecture rooms, administration, conference and
seminar halls, faculty rooms, library, student lounge,
parking space, students' residence, and enough open
spaces.

The challenge of meeting the costs of running
day to day operations is of immediate urgency. As most
of the students are monks and nuns we cannot expect
to collect fees to meet the operational costs. Besides
the occurring costs of faculty salaries and utilities, there
is need of funds for providing lunch to the monks and
nuns as well. Presently, there are no trusts or foundations
to patronize meeting these costs.

We have not visualized any job market for the
graduates of the Buddhist University as a whole and
the Theravada College in particular. However, as most
of the graduates of the Theravada College are monks
and nuns, we can expect that they will go to live in
Viharas as qualified monks and nuns and provide
service to the laities with greater impacts and results.
Equipping the graduates well in socially engaged
Buddhism they can be serving the community
surrounding the Vihara effectively and meaningfully
not only as spiritual guides, but social motivators as
well. Some graduates can find opportunities in Applied
Buddhism and Peace Making provided the scope is
created.

Conclusion

Buddha talked about four parishads (councils)
for running Buddha Shasana — Bhikshu (monks),
Bhikkshuni/Anagarika (nuns), Upasaka (Laymen)
and Upasika (Laywomen). Buddha also classified the
education in terms of Pariyatti (textual learning),
Patipatti (experiential learning) and Pativeda
(philosophical realization). Theravada has to create
scope of application of the learning in personal, societal
and national affairs. By designing the institutions
serving Pariyatti, Patipatti and Pativeda needs of
these four parishads can lead the Theravada
educational initiatives to a successful and sustainable
venture.

Establishment of Theravada College under
Lumbini Buddhist University provides opportunity to

streamline all the educational initiatives, which will
strengthen Pariyatti. Masters Degree in Applied
Buddhism and Peace and Buddhism shows a good start
towards improving the Patipatti at social and national
level. The expanding scope of Socially Engaged
Buddhism through application of economic
development models and social and national security
principles based on Buddhist ideals reinforces the
Buddhist education as a whole. We will have to groom
the Theravada Viharas into the community centers for
Patipatti in terms of socially engaged Buddhism. The
Vipassana meditation centers in Nepal have already
shown promising role for Pativeda.

The organizational capacity of Nepal Bhikshu
Mahasangh in terms of physical mobility and
intellectual leadership needs to be enhanced
substantially. The organizations of nuns, laymen and
laywomen have to demonstrate systematic existence.
As there are many nuns who are active and academically
qualified, there is potential for them to get better
organized with vision and mission. Although Lay
Buddhists are organized into various activist
associations they are scattered and work on ad hoc
basis. They need to federate into large associations
and aim for consolidated goals.

There is also a need of Theravada
Coordination Council, where all four parishads have a
common platform to conduct regular conferences and
draw political strategies to lobby with government and
political bodies to expand legitimacy for Theravada
missionary efforts. This Council can also become a
national level institution to improve international
solidarity with efforts of Theravada countries.

1. Dr. Keshab Man Shakya is a Ph.D. in Forest
Management Economics from Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University, USA. He had been the Vice-Chairman
of the Lumbini Development Trust under the government of
the Federal Republic of Nepal. He is the President of Nepaa
Rastriya Party. He is a renowned Buddhist activist in Nepal
and credited with several literary books and newspaper
columns. At present he is the member of the Lumbini Buddhist
University Research Council.

Note: Following personalities were consulted while
writing this paper — Prof. Dr. Triratna Manandhar, Vice-
Chancellor of Lumbini Buddhist University, Ven Gyanapunnik,
Chief Abbot of Vishoshanti Vihara, Ven Kaudanya, Editor of
Anandabhumi, the monthly Theravada magazine, Triratna
Manandhar, Lecturer of Theravada Buddhism in Tribhuvan
University, and Ven Dr. Anil Sakya, Deputy Dean of
Mahamakuta Buddhist University.
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