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Not to do Evil, to cultivate good
deeds, purify the mind; this is the
Teachings of the Buddha.
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Some Buddhist News in Indian Press

& Compiled by Harischandra L. Singh

Concern Over Bamiyan

Bamiyan (Afghanistan): They were the
picture-postcard view of a rural and mostly untouched
Afghanistan: ancient, towering Buddhas that became
a symbol of the Taliban’s religions fanaticism and
intolerance.

Now about 13 years after the Bamiyan
Buddhas were blasted into rubble, the world faces a
new quandary: weather to leave the gaping gashes in
the cliff whether the giant statues once stood, to rebuild
the Buddhas from what pieces were left, or to make
copies of them. And, as so often happens these days
between Afghanistan and its mainly Western supporters,
opinion is passionately split.

The major donor countries that would have
to finance any restoration say the site should be left as
it is, at least for now. The Afghan government wants at
least one of the statues rebuilt.

“Our priority has been to stabilize iconic
elements of the World Heritage site that are unstable,”
said Brendan Cassar of UNESCO. “The western niche
remains in danger of collapse, he said, with rocks and
stones falling regularly, partly a legacy of the high
explosive the Taliban set to destroy the monuments.
Pledges from donors to fund even that basic work have
fallen short by at least $ 700,000, Cassar said.

-New York Times News service, reproduced
by The times of India on March 24", 2014.

The Dalai Lama’s Joke from His Broken
English

New Delhi: His Holiness the Dalai Lama
inaugurated the buildings of Lady Shri Ram College
for Women. His Holiness addressed the students on
“Success, Ethics and Happiness.”

Speaking of modern education and its
supposed obsession with materialism, he elaborated
on how, if there were to be a female Dalai lama, not
only would she have to have a ‘very, very attractive
face’, but would also have to be able to bring in more

affection. Drawing on an analogy of mothers being the
first teachers of compassion, he said, “Basically,
biologically, you have more potential for love and
affection.”

Candidly sharing details about his bitter cough
medicine, and his games with his mother as ‘spoilt’
farm boy, the Dalai Lama kept the students engaged.

The session ended with a Tibetan prayer in
his praise and was followed by a vote of thanks from
the student president.

The Dalai Lama, on the occasion, snatched
the opportunity of making his candid confessions
regarding his ‘broken English’ particularly funny.

“If (I am at) Oxford or Cambridge, with the
professors, (I feel a) little embarrassed— but I don’t
care,” he said to a smiling audience. Comparing
Western psychology with kindergarten, and calling
Indian psychology ‘very developed’, he said, “We are
chelas of Ancient Indian Guru. (And) We are not only
chelas, but quite reliable ones at that. (The ancient)
Institutions (like) Nalanda, Takshila — are damaged;
but we chelas, (have) kept (it) intact for over a thousand
years now.”

The audience was amused to hear this.
-April 11, 2014, The Times of India.

Ambedkar Jayanti marked

New Delhi:, Ambedkar Jayanti on April 14 is
just a public holiday for most of the city. For his
followers, however, the day is nothing short of a
festival. That day morning saw thousands of men,
women and children making their way to the Parliament
House to pay homage to Dr. BR Ambedkar whom they
reverentially refer to as “Babasaheb”. On his 123" birth
anniversary, Parliament became the convergence point
for generation who had come together to celebrate.

Among the resistors was 88 years-old
Brahmijeet Singh, who had met the maker of the
Constitution as a teenager and has since then been a
part of the force spreading the message of education,

RO
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empowerment and struggle for justice. Inspiring stories
of Abedkar’s crusade for social justice floated in the
air as families stopped to share details of how their
“Babasaheb” paved the way for end of “untouchability.”

Adity Suman Bhagat, a law student at Delhi
University points that for them Ambedkar is like a god.
“If people say that Mahatma Gandhi played a key role
in getting freedom for India, we say Dr. Ambedkar
paved the way for freedom for us from caste
discrimination,” he said.

-April 15, 2014. The Times of India.
Bahujan Samaj Calendar

New Delhi: A calendar where the year starts
on Dr. BR Ambedkar’s birthday was launched on April
14. Dr. Ramvilas Bharti, who is part of Bahujan Kalyan
Parishad and who teaches in Uttar Pradesh, took the
initiative to draw up the calendar distinct from the
Gregorian or the Christian calendar, the Saka or the
Hindu calendar and the Islamic calendar.

“But Lord Buddha or Babasaheb Ambedkar
have been ignored in these calendars," said Bharti. His
calendar is based on Buddha, starting with the birth of
the Buddhs. -April 15, 2014. The Times of India.

Sporting a Buddha Tattoo

Colombo: A 37 year old British nurse
recounted her “hellish” experience in Sri Lanka after
she was arrested and sent to a deportation centre for
sporting a Buddha tattoo deemed offensive by
authorities.

The British nurse was Naomi Coleman who
was also a mental health nurse from Coventry in
England. She said, “I am a practicing Buddhist and
meditate. That’s why I have the tattoo — not out of
disrespect for Buddhism”.

Coleman displayed the tattoo of a meditating
Buddha seated on a pink lotus flower on the upper part
of her right arm.

Sri Lanka, a majority Buddhist nation, is
highly sensitive to perceived insults to the religion.

-April 23, 2014. The Times of India.

Bhiksha Patra to be studied

New Delhi: A team from the archaeological
Survey of India is in Afghanistan to ascertain the
authenticity of a “Bhiksha Patra”, said to belong to Lord

Buddha. -The Times of India. %2
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