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Let no man ever cling to what is
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Lumbini Declaration of the International Buddhist
Conference on Promotion, Protection & Preservation of
Buddhist Culture and Heritage

November 15-18, 2014 (B.E.2557) At The Lumbini Sacred Garden, Lumbini, Nepal

An International
Buddhist Conference on
Promotion, Protection and
Preservation of Buddhist
Culture and Heritage
jointly organised by the
Theravada  Buddhist
Academy, the Lumbini
Buddhist University of
Nepal and International
Sitagu Buddhist Academy
of Myanmar on 15-18 November 2014 at
LumbiniSacred Garden, the Birthplace of the
Buddha, Nepal, was inaugurated by The Right
Honourable Dr. Ram BaranYadav, President of
the Republic of Nepal. At the conclusion of careful
deliberations and successful twenty discussion
panels under the five main themes of (1) Buddhist
heritages of Lumbini (2) World Buddhist heritages
(3) Buddhist culture (4) Buddhist education system
and (5) Environmental conservation in Lumbini,
we have unanimously resolved as follows:

Buddhist Heritage of Lumbini:

1+ Acknowledging the great work of
archaeologists, UNESCO, donor countries and
the Lumbini Development Trust, Department
of Archaeology of Nepal in protecting and
preserving the Lumbini Sacred Garden, the
Birthplace of Gautam Buddha, to harmoniously
promote awareness of both archaeological
and spiritual values at Lumbini and other

Sacred Buddhist sitesin Nepal and worldwide;

To work together with UNESCO, the Lumbini
Development Trust and Department of
Archaeology of Nepal in order to protect and
preserve over one hundred ancient
archaeological sites in the Greater Lumbini
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area not yet covered by the current projects
by preventing encroachments and developing
long term vision plan for them;

To avoid any misunderstanding between
multi-disciplinary expertiseworking in Lumbini
with the stakeholders of Buddhist monastic,
scholars and communities as well as local
communities, it is encouraged to bridge the
gap between these expertise and work
together with mutual understanding for
sustainable development of Lumbini and
surrounding areas;

World Buddhist Heritage:

1+ Being fully aware of the need for development
for both pilgrims and local communities, to
encourage scientifically informed sustainable
development in and around Lumbini as well

as other Buddhist sacred sites;

To urgently raise awareness of the danger
faced with regards to material culture for
example, artefacts, manuscripts, wall paintings
etc.

To encourage the active participation, voice
and legal right of all stakeholders, laymen and
Sangha, in promoting programmes of Buddhist
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cultural awareness and in undertaking planning
for future or present participation or listing in
international, national and local heritage
organizations from UNESCO to regional
bodies and local non-profit organizations.

To raise awareness through grass-roots
initiatives with lay and Sangha participation
through information-sharing mechanisms from
information portalsto social networksto create
aglobal world of Buddhist cultural awareness
for preservation, promotion and protection of
Buddhist values and cultural heritage.

Buddhist culture:

1

Honouring the early Buddhist tradition of co-
existence with other religious traditions, to
promote the Buddhist values of tolerance
reasoning based spiritual enquiry in this
interdependently existing world;

In tandem with this to defend Buddhists from
the danger of commercialization, unethical
conversion in traditional Buddhist homelands;

In order to preserve the peace, serenity and
moral values of the Buddha and the Lumbini
Sacred Garden, that al types of gambling and
other activities that devalue human dignity be
absolutely prohibited from the Greater Lumbini
Areas and their immediate surroundings.

Buddhist Education System:

1

To promote a Buddhist moral education
system based on the Noble Eightfold Path and
the value of cultural heritage which in essence
means enlightenment through education
exchange;

To promote the inclusion of Buddhist heritage
awareness in educational programmes of
secular and religious instructions, non-profit
cultural and educational trusts and libraries;

To encourage the formation of non-formal
education inclusive of Buddhist values
alongside protection, preservation and
promotion of Buddhist cultural heritage.

g3

Environmental pollution:

1

Recognising the unique character of the Natal
Landscape of the Buddha, that a
comprehensive and systematic survey of the
Greater Lumbini Area be undertaken, prior to
initiating development projects, in order to
protect, preserve and promote the region
further;

Recognising that Buddhist archaeol ogical sites

form living cultural landscapes, that any new
structures at sites are located only in areas of
low risk to heritage and that they respect 8
design concepts:

(2) Non-intrusive, (2) Reversibility, (3) Shelter,
(4) Visibility, (5) Focus, (6) Access, (7)
Ownership, and (8) Authentic materials;

That interventions or new constructions with
Buddhist cultural sites should be tested against
these criteria during Heritage Impact
Assessment;

That Buddhist Cultural heritage is a non-
renewable resource and that any excavation
or archaeological interventions should use as
advanced techniques as possible and results
be disseminated and published swiftly;

That the cultural landscape of Lumbini,
Birthplace of the Buddha, is threatened by the
high levels of pollution and that the relevant
authorities take immediate action to reduce
this threat;

That a separate fund for preservation,
protection and promotion of Buddhist heritage
be established;

That an international association is formed to
coordinate with all concerned to preserve,
protect and promote Buddhist monuments and
sites; [See also points 3 and 4 under World
Buddhist Heritage]

That development of course(s) on Buddhist
monuments and sites for all students, and
heritage management courses/ programs for
Buddhist monks at the university level be
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coordinated and some sites as teaching sites
be designated; [See also points 2 and 3 under
Buddhist education]

That, bearing in mind the multitude of projects
and plans which are being developed or
implemented in Greater Lumbini Area as well
as construction of an international airport at
Bhairahawa which will multiply the numbers
of visitors it is urgent to ensure coordination
to make sure that the Buddhist heritage will
be conserved, the development will benefit the
local community, the spirituality of the the
Greater Lumbini Area preserved and the
needs of thereligious communitiesand pilgrims

taken into consideration, the conference
requests UNESCO to take the coordination
role;

1 Appeal to the United Nations Organization
to reactivate the United Nations International
Lumbini Committee under the UNO to work
together in the promotion, preservation and
protection of Lumbini World Heritage Site.

Done as the Lumbini Declaration of the
International Buddhist Conference on Promotion,
Preservation and Protection of Buddhist Culture
and Heritage on this 17th Day of November 2014
(B.E. 2557).
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