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History of the Ancient Mayadevi Statue of Lumbini

25 Rabindra Man Tamrakar The history as well has disclosed that

;' Shankhamul, Lalitpur emperor Asoka had erected a sandstone
E-mail: tamrakar57@gmail.com

pillar with an inscription written as ‘Hida

The ancient black stone Mayadevi statue set up  Buddhe Jate Sakyamuniti’ (Lord
inside the Mayadevi Temple located in the UNESCO

enlisted world heritage site Lumbini, the birthplaceof ~ S@kyamuni Buddha was born here) in

Lord Buddha, is asignificant sacred shrinefor all the L umbini.

Buddhist adherents. Amongst other stupas,

monasteries and templesin the Lumbini premises, this AD), Fa-Hsien (5" centuryAD) and Hiuen Tsang (7"

statue .iS the Splrltual heart of Lumbini for all the CenturyAD) have visited Lumbini and described the

Buddhist devotees, peace lovers as well as other  pirhniace of Lord Sakyamuni Buddha in their travel

national and international visitors. . _ records. Among them, a great Chinese scholar and
Aswestudy theearly history of Lumbini, thereis  yrayeler Hiuen Tsang's travel account is the most

acloseinterrelationship amongAsokaPillar, Mayadevi  rominent one and provides detailed descriptions of

Templeand theancient Nativity Sculpture. The history, Lumbini. In the description of his journey diary, he
for  example,

revealed that the .« 8 g, o v
famous Mauryan i !
Empire emperor
Asoka had paid a
pilgrimagevisit to
the holy shrine §
accompanied by ¥
his spiritual
Venerable Master
Upagupta in the
period of 249 BC. %%
During that |
period, it is [l
believed that
emperor Asoka

had constructed = _ _ found the wilderness of the Lumbini site, and has
the origina l\/_Iayade\/l Temple using burnt bricks t0  ypearved that the Asoka Pillar itself was fragmented
safeguard Nativity Sculptureand Marker Stone(exact  py [ightings, and was lying on the ground. He as well
birthplace pf Lord Sakyamuni Buddha). Thehistory as 1,55 mentioned the existence of al argeMayadevi statue
well has disclosed that emperor Asoka had erected @ 13| ympini, the one which weworshiptoday inside the
sandstone pillar with an inscription written as ‘ Hida Mayadevi Temple. However, this statue is apparently
Buddhe Jate Sakyamuniti’ (Lord Sakyamuni Buddha emarked in the worn-out condition.

wasborn here) in Lumbini. Thispillar still existstoday Likewise, the history as well has mentioned that
inL.umbini near Mayadevi Temple, andweadmireitas  the entire Lumbini area including Asoka Pillar was
theAsokaPillar.Thevisit of emperor Asokain249BC  ¢6uded in athick bushes and forests and was buried
therefore was the milestone in the history of Lumbini. i, the ground for along period of time. As aresult, the
Similarly, theearly history of Lumbini hasalsohrevealed birthplace of Lord Sakyamuni Buddhawas then lost to
that eminent Chinese pilgrims, Tseng Tsai (47 century e world for several centuries. Later, in 1896 AD,
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governor-general  Jung Bahadur Rana. After approval from the governor-
of Palpa, Khadga general, Dr. Fuhrer further archeologically excavated
Shamsher Jung the previously discovered site, took pictures of the
Bahadur Ranahad  uncovered Asoka Pillar along with its inscription, and
received an then has shown the images to Brahmi script expert
informationabouta  archeol ogists. After analyzing the expert archeol ogists
large pillar being  studies, he then has concluded that Lord Sakyamuni
buried under the Buddhawasbornin thisvery ancient Lumbini areaand

forest ground of the Rummindehi
area (the present Lumbini site). He
then inspected the hidden pillar site
and excavated the ground for the
further investigation. In the &
meantime, an eminent British Indian
archeologist surveyor Dr. Alois
Fuhrer arrived in the samelocation
and has met Khadga Shamsher ¢

doldq A3 JdebR] A3 fol.

d019q-§. BIGAISE, Wldl of. 8398T88
sdaia1 : bmc_coperative@yahoo.com
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has publicized
this information
to the entire
Buddhist world.
This site then
" drew huge
attention of many
. archaeologists
and historians
from around the
world. Dr. Fuhrer
is the one who
rescued the lost
information

egardingthe
birthplace of Lord
Sakyamuni
Buddha from
oblivion. After
revealing this
information by Dr. Fuhrer, the then government of Nepal
as well has shown great interestonthe Lumbini area.
Later, the government has perceived the essence of
birthplace of Lord Sakyamuni Buddha as well as the
ancient Nativity Sculpture set-up inside the Mayadevi
Temple asthey were the prime attractionsto the whole
Buddhist world, and then has prioritized the Lumbini
areafor development.

Later,in 1898 AD, i.e. two years after discovering
the Asoka Pillar, another archeologist called Mr. P.C
Mukherjee has arrived in the Lumbini areafor further
exploration. He has excavated the area adjacent to the
AsokaPillar and hasfound the ancient brick wallsalong
with various other artifacts. He then analyzed the
discovered artifacts for further evidences and has
postulated that there could be some ancient stupas or
temples in the uncovered site. He as well has found
two other living physical structures near the excavated
location. One of them was the Rummindehi temple
where the local communities worship it as a Bandevi
deity, even sacrificing animalsand fowls. It issaid that
Mr. Mukherjee observed the found temple in the
dilapidated condition due to its prolonged elderliness.
The Lumbini history also postulated that in the long
run this temple was restored into the present day
Mayadevi Temple.

After thatin 1899 AD, Mr. Mukherjee hasfurther
excavated the discovered site where the Lord
Sakyamuni Buddha was born and has found ancient
Nativity Sculpture in the same location. However, the

GIERFEE 38, use

head of the discovered sculpture was found broken
from the mainpanel, and he then joined the two parts of
sculpture into a single panel. Subsequently, the same
M ukherjee reveal ed the discovered Nativity Sculpture
totheentire Buddhist world. Later, inAD 1930 decade,
themound of the original Mayadevi templewasfurther
excavated by General Kaiser Shamsher J.B. Ranawho
in 1939 AD reconstructed thetemple. Present Mayadevi
Temple however wasbuilt in 2003 by the Lumbini
Development Trust.

The ancient Nativity Sculpture installed in the
Mayadevi Templein Lumbini was believed to be built
in the period between 3 and 4"centuries. Thisscul pture
depictsthe birth scene of Prince Siddhartha, and in the
right Mayadevi is depicted holding a branch of a Sal
treewith her right hand while her sister Prgjapati Gautami
in the left is standing nearby to support her during the
delivery. Likewise, in the left, two celestial figures
(Brahmaand Indra) arereceiving the newly born Prince
Siddharthawhile the newly born baby is shown below
standing upright on a lotus pedestal.

Before Lumbini Development Trust built present
Mayadevi Templein 2003, there was another Mayadevi
statue made of white marbleinstalled besidethe original
Nativity Sculpture. This statue was established inside
the Mayadevi Temple in 1956 AD by late Jujuman
Tamrakar, elder son of Mr. Thirman Tamrakar and Mrs.
Ratnamaya Tamrakar, from Mahabu Tawa Bahal
(Bodhipranidhi Monastery) of the Kathmandu City. He
was the member of Mahabu Tawa clan of Tamrakar
Samagj. Thisis stated in the inscription written below
the marble Mayadevi statue which was designed by
the famous artist Mr. Chandraman Maskey from
Bhedasing, Kathmandu. However, this statue was
created by asculptor Guruju from Kirtipur. Thismarble
statue is nearly four feet long and as well depicts the
scenes similar to the original Mayadevi Sculpture.
Neverthel ess, some scenesin this statue are dissimilar
from the original one. For example, newly born Prince
Siddhartha is shown below steppingon seven lotus
flowers. Likewise, several celestial figures are
showering flowers from the heaven to the newly born
baby and Mayadevi. After Lumbini Development Trust
built present Mayadevi Templein Lumbini in 2003, this
marble Mayadevi statue was transferred inside the
Royal Buddhist Monastery located in Lumbini, and is
being worshipped by the visiting devotees in the

monastery.
2
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