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THREE GREAT BUDDHIST PILGRIMS OF CHINA

25 Amrit Ratna Tuladhar

Gorkhaland Supporter
E-mail: |osthorizon@mail.com.np

This incurs as a complete summary of the three
great Buddhist pilgrims of China and their distant
journey records related to LUMBINI of Nepal, South
Asia. The three great masters virtually
include: Faxian, Huyensang and Yijing. They indeed
formtheTri-Ratnaor the Triple-Gemor eventhe Three-
Jewels to some. You can also alternatively call them
the Buddhist monks or the novices or the capers or
the hermits or the saints or the sages or the mendicants
or the friars or the priests or the ascetics or the seers
or the recluses, you see. The Sub-Continent of China
has the most ancient civilization of North Asiawhere
authentic Buddhism prevailed as the leading religion
by all means. It has surpassed the other popular
philosophieslike Confucius, Taoism and Zen. In other
words, Chinais aso the Cradle of Civilization which
nobody can deny at al. By theway, Chinaalso claims
to possess her own Shangri-La or even Shambha-La.
However, many others bear their own versionslike the
“Ultimate Haven” or the* Valley of the BlueMoon” or
the “Valley of Enchantment” or the Fountain of
Youth or the Utopian Land or the “Land of Plum
Blossoms.” Do excuse me for a while. | am
afraid Huyensang set out on his pilgrimage to Nepal
and India without the formal authorization from the
Tang Court. Hisillegal departurefrom Chinatherefore
may have been one of the reasons why
Huyensang deliberately sought an audience with the
important foreign rulersin Central Asaand SouthAsia

Beit knowntoall that it was Lumbini that finally
put Nepal on the World Map as a “Zone of Peace”,
you see. Lord Buddha is not only the Light of Asia,
but also the Messenger of Universal Peace.” Lumbini
is the “Fountain of Global Peace.” Lumbini is the
“Fountain of Ritual Buddhism.” Lord Buddhaisthe
“Apostle of Peace.” Lord Buddhaisthe “ Advocate of
Peace.” As a matter of fact, Lord Buddha is
the Foremost Scientist on Earth. Praise be Lumbini
Village Sacred Grove. Praise be Lumbini Devel opment
Trust. Glory be Goutam-Buddha | nternational Airport.
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- The travel records of the three mighty
Buddhist pilgrims of China including Faxian,
Huyensang and Yijing decently prove to expose the
source for cross-cultural encounters existing
between Ancient China, Ancient Nepal and Ancient
India,....

- Wish Lumbini had also been the serene
premises where the honey bees have lost their stings;
where the roses grew without any thorns; where the
reptiles have lost their venoms. The particular
method of “Simple living, high thinking” ought to
be kept in everybody’s mind in a constant manner.

Glory be Bodhi Television Channel. By today, China
has erected a large Buddhist monastery in Lumbini
which vividly reminds us all of the Shaolin Temple.
This forms to be the biggest Buddhist |lamasery
established within Lumbini Village Pious Garden. Many
sincere thanks to Beijing that China has in due time
declared Nepal a “Zone of Peace.” This is what you
call the top Sino-Nepalese solidarity at hand for sure
acrossthe Great Himalayan Ranges — the“ PureAbode
of the Eternal Snows” and the Land of the Yeti — the
“Abominable Snowman.” The three reverend figures
a so crossed the famous Bramhaputra River of Tibetin
Central Asia. Mount Sagarmatha (Everest) remains
important to us as is Mount Chomolongma (Everest)
important to the Chinese. Sky kissing Sagarmathais the
“King of the Himalayas’ with atechnical height of 8,848
meters above the sea-level. Hence Nepal and China
equally require to share Sagarmatha or Chomolongma
which stands tall and majestic and it isthe highest snow-
capped pesk in the globe after all.

Therelevant faith put to sound practicein Lumbini
isnone other than Thervad Buddhism which theworld
famous scientist like Albert Einstein has also praised
much. It is penned in the oriental vernacular of Pali
consisting of the rich tenets propounded by Shakya-
Muni Buddhaindeed. Or more accurately, in Nepal too
“Thervad” introduced by Lord Goutam Buddha
surpasses the other religions of Nepal including
Bajrayan, Mahayan, Hinyan, Tantrisim, Lamaism,
Shrawakyan, etc. Had not Lumbini lied in Nepal, no
country on earth would ever declare Nepal a“Zone of
Peace” on the long run, you see. This is why Albert
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Einstein called the“ Man of the 20th Century” wroteon
the religion of the foreseeable future nearly 60 years
back. Einstein’s precious version goes this way: “The
religion of thefuturewill beacosmicreligion. It should
transcend personal God and avoid any dogma and
theology. Covering both the natural and the spiritual,
it should be based on areligious sense arising from the

experience of all things natural and spiritual as a
meaningful unity. Buddhism answers this description.

If there is any religion that could cope with modern
scientific needs, it would be Buddhism.” Lumbini isa
World Heritage Site and a Preserved Monumental
Sector. Lumbini International Airport isalso the second
international airport of Nepal in favor of all Buddhist
pilgrimsventuring from the worl dwide atmosphere. Our
daily motto sounds like: “ Buddhism from Lumbini to
the world.” All are basically put under compulsion to
give a big support to Lumbini. Much to our regret, a
Japanese Buddhist monk by the name of Yugata
Nawatame got shot dead within the peaceful premises
of the Japanese monastery itself. We need to convince
and inspire Lumbini Devlopment Trust to help lay
Nawatame's ghost to rest.

The travel records of the three mighty
Buddhist pilgrims of China including Faxian,
Huyensang and Yijing decently prove to expose the
source for cross-cultural encounters existing between
Ancient China, Ancient Nepal and Ancient India, you
see as aso applauded by Sir Tansen Sen on its superb
importance. Lumbini precisely liesin Rupandehi District
of south Nepal with Kapilvastu District and Naval parasi
District perched on either sides respectively in the hot
plains of the Terai Belt blessed by the scorching
sun. Faxian, Huyensang and Yijing have equally
bothered to focus their sane minds on Lumbini in
particular at different periods, you see. They all have
hailed from isolated Chinain order to pay top homage
to Shakya-Muni Buddha. Their loyal efforts got paid
simultaneously indeed. The historical datesof birth and
death of these three big shots have appeared a hit
controversial, you see. As such, | have hesitated to
mention the concerned chronology in my proud write-
up as this. Whatever Faxian, Huyensang
and Yijing show up to be philosophical heroes of the
Asian continent. All three of them have been
enlightened some way or other. Previously, the
Nepal esecitizenswere aware of Huyensang alone. Now
that | have intended to have them garner any
compulsory knowledge on Faxian and Yijing together
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aswell, you see. Theespecia caseof Faxianand Yijing
then became the hidden facts for a while. “Honor the
past. Insurethefuture.” Let usnot forget what Shakya-
Muni Buddha preached his most faithful
disciple namely Anand Bhante: “ After I am no more, O
Anand! Men of belief will visit the place with faith,
curiosity and devotion......Lumbini, the place where |
was born. The path to ultimate peace is spiritual
discipline.” Bhikkhu Anand happened not only to be
acousin brother of Lord Buddha; he also happened to
be the most obedient follower during those days.
How wonderful to observe that these three holy
figures have adjusted the mandatory packages
to Lumbini, Bodhgaya and Kushinagar the precise
places of Birth, Enlightenment and Demise of Shakya-
Muni Buddha respectively. Thisis the Glory that was
South Asig; thisis the Pride that was South Asia; this
is the Wonder that was South Asia of
course. Lumbini, Bodhgaya and Kushinagar basically
form the Eterna Triangle as well. Today “Lumbini”
virtually lies in Nepal whilst “Bodhgaya” plus
“Kushinagar” both virtually lie in India. Therefore
LUMBINI, BODHGAYA and KUSHINAGAR together
also appear to be the Trio Site of Pilgrimage amongst
multi-national Asia. In other words, no devout
Buddhist is supposed to miss these three important
sectors during their life period at all. Lord Buddha's
Birth took place in Lumbini; Lord Buddha's
Enlightenment took placein Bodhgaya; Lord Buddha's
Demise took place in Kushinagar. Goutam Buddha's
death is rather termed as Maha-Pari-Nirvan; a
Bhante’'s or a Bhikkhu's death is termed as Pari-
Nirvan; whilst adeath of alay-discipleor alay-follower
or a lay-manis termed just as Nirvan. At
present, Lumbini, Bodhgaya and Kushinagar can be
reached by surface route, rail way and flight service.
The holy Ganges River aso plays an important role.
Itis the biggest river of India and flows from north-
west India to south-east India, finally to pour into the
Seaof Bengal. According to the geographical situation,
Bodhgaya lies on the right side of the Ganges
and Kushinagar lies on the left side of the Ganges
serialy. Wemust hail the Mandarin speaking three great
Buddhist pilgrimslike Faxian, Huyensang and Yijing to
have willfully embraced Thervad Buddhism in
particular to everybody’s benefits and China holdsthe
largest population in the world. Their continental
pilgrimage to LUMBINI stood fruitful and got paid at
last. As such, “Lumbini Development Trust” is held
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solely responsible to erect the memorable statues of
these holy figuresin Lumbini Village of Nepal without
losing timeby all means.

Thanks heaven the Government of Nepal has so
generously established LUMBINI BUDDHIST
UNIVERSITY, thefirst of itskind varsity introduced in
the Himalayan Republic. It provesto beamilestonein
thereligioushistory of Nepal. Concerning thereligious
status, a Shramaner is obliged to teach in school, a
Sthavir isobliged toteachin college and aMahasthavir
is obliged to teach in university. This is a global
understanding indeed. | wish to convey my top
felicitation to the three sentient masters
like Faxian, Huyensang and Yijing even in a
posthumous style. They all have attained cosmic Nirvan
of course. It is a hundred per cent guarantee indeed.
My the Nava-Ratnaalways shine bright in the Continent
of Asia. The prominent pilgrims have showed up all
the way from the remote parts of Chinato pay tribute
to Lumbini of Nepa individually withal toilsand efforts.
Lumbini isapurevillagewhereall visitors are supposed
to abide by the “Pancha-Sheel” the precise translation
of which goesthe FiveMora Principlesof Co-Existence.
In pursuanceto them, thefivedifferent colorsincluding
Yellow, Blue, White, Red and Green have aso been
flashed by the Buddhist Flag. The Buddhist Flag
fluttersin order to represent thefive moral attitudes. As
such, they all must refrain from smoking, drinking,
gambling, dancing, singing, lying, killing, stealing,
cheating, fighting, adultery, etc. Never forget that
“Honesty isthe best policy.” Itisaspecial resort where
al must savor vegetarian meals. Needlessto remark, a
vegetarian diet alwayssignifiesalong life plusahealthy
life. Itisaspecial village where meditation and retreat
are also put to sound practice. Wish Lumbini had also
been the serene premises where the honey bees have
lost their stings; where the roses grew without any
thorns; where the reptiles have lost their venoms. The
particular method of “Simple living, high thinking”
ought to be kept in everybody’s mind in a constant
manner. Seek refuge in the Buddha! Seek refugein the
Dhamma! Seek refugeinthe Sanghal Om- Mani - Peme
- Hun.

However Sir Samuel Beal presents his
comprehensive description on Lumbini which is as
follows:

Tothe north-east of the arrow well about 80-90 i,
wecameto Lumbini (Lavani) garden. Hereisthe bathing
tank of the Shakyas, the water of which is bright and
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clear asamirror, and the surface covered with amixture
of flowers.

To the north of this 24 or 25 paces there is an
Ashok-flower tree, which is now decayed: thisis the
place where Bodhisattva was born on the eighth day
of the second half of the same month, corresponding
to the fifteenth day of the third month with us. East
from this is a stupa built by Ashok-Raja, on the spot
where the two dragons bathed the body of the crown
prince. When Bodhisattvawas born, he wal ked without
assistance in the direction of the four quarters, seven
paces in each direction, and said, “| am the only Lord
in Heaven and Earth; from thistime forth my birthsare
finished.” Where his feet had trod, there sprang up
great lotus flowers. Moreover, the two dragons sprang
forth, and fixed in the air, poured down the one a cold
and the other awarm water stream from his mouth, to
wash the prince.

To the east of this stupa are two fountains of pure
water, by the side of which have been built two stupas.
Thisisthe place where two dragons appeared from the
earth. When Bodhi sattva was born, the attendants and
household relations hastened in every direction to find
water for the use of the child. At thistime, two springs
gurgled forth from the earth just before the queen, the
one cold, the other warm, using which they bathed
him.

To the south of this is a stupa. This is the spot
where Sadra, the Lord of Devas, received Bodhisattva
in hisarms. When Bodhisattvawas born from theright
side of his mother, the four kings wrapped him in a
golden-colored cotton vestment, and placing him on a
golden slab (bench) and bringing him to his mother.
They said: “The queen may rejoice indeed at having
given hirth to such a fortunate child!” If the Devas
rejoiced at the event, how much more should men'!

By the side of these stupas and not far from them
remains a great stone pillar on the top of which isthe
figure of a horse, which was built by Ashok-Raja.
Afterwards, by the contrivance of awicked dragon, it
was broken off in the middle and fell to the ground. By
the side of itis alittle river of oil. Thisis the stream,
which the Devas caused to appear as a pure and
glistening pool for the queen, when she had brought
forth her male child, to wash and purify herself in. Now
it is changed and become ariver, the stream of which
still looks unctuous.

>
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