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The Buddhist Ideals of Good Governance

25 Prof. David Dale Holmes

In Buddhist Ideals in Government (2011) published
by the Buddhist Publication Society, the author,
GunaseelaVitanage, writes:

It must be remembered that the Buddha was born
into a society which, comparatively speaking, was
politically advanced and through the ages had
developed certain very solid ideas of government.
In the Manu Neeti or the Code of Manu, the Hindus
already had laws hallowed by time to guide them
in their civic duties. . . . These laws discussed not
only the rights of the rulers, but also their duties
towards their subjects. They also discussed the
obligations of the subjects and their
rights. (Vitanage 4, 2011)

The author goes on to explain, however, that such
laws were laid down based on an assumption about
theinnate depravity of man—that man, ungoverned,
lived according to the law of the jungle—and,
therefore, a ruler needed to have the authority to
divide, conquer, and control differing factions.
Under such asystem, the ruler had to have the power
to impose punishmentsto keep people from harming
one another for the sake of social stability and for
the ruler’s continuing safety.

When the Buddha came along, he did not see things
quite that way. He saw that many jungle animals
could, indeed, live together in harmony and get
along amicably and not all were living in conflict.
Rather than emphasizing power and punishment, the
Buddha, stressed four ways of treating subjects:
"They are dana or charity, priyavacana or kind
speech, artha cariya or the spirit of frugality and
of service, and of samanatmata or equality.”

In linewith Buddhist principles:

The virtuous king should practice danaor charity,
giving alms to the poor and gifts to those who serve
the kingdom well.

The virtuous king should practice priyavacana or
kind speech, never using unkind words or harsh
speech with anyone.

The virtuous king should cultivate artha cariya,
which means acting in the spirit of service as well
as living a simple and frugal life.

LEETe 5. uss

- The Buddha said, "Monks, just as all
the great rivers, that is to say the Ganges,
the Jammu, the Aciravati, the Sarabhu, the
Mahi, on reaching the great ocean lose their
former names and identities and are
reckoned as the great ocean, similarly, the
Kshatriya, the Brahmana, the Vaisya and the
Sudra after entering the sangha, lose their
former identities and become one with the
members of one order."

The virtuous king should cultivate Samanatmata,
which means equality. Despite being in an exalted
position, the king must never feel himself to be
superior to the least of his subjects.

The virtuous king should learn to dispense justice
to all his subjects without fear or favor.

The virtuous king should treat all of his subjects
equally. (Vitanage 7-8, 2011)

Moreover, the 10 royal virtues of the Buddhist I deal
of Kingship(dasa raja dharma)may be explained as
follows:

Dana. . . means giving alms to the needy. It is the
duty of the king to look after the welfare of his needy
subjects, and to give them food, clothing, and other
wherewithalls.

Sila. .. means morality. The monarch must so
conduct himself in private and in public life so as
to be a shining example to his subjects.

Paraccaca means the grant of gifts to those who serve
the monarch loyally. By the grant of gifts, not only
does the monarch acknowledge their efficient and
loyal service, but he also spurs them on to more
efficient and more loyal service.

Ajjivan means that the ruler must be absolutely
straightforward. (Vitanage 7-8, 2011)

The good king must never take recourse to any
crooked or doubtful means to achieve his ends. His
yea must be yea, and his nay must be nay.
Majjavan means gentleness. The monarch’s
straightforwardness and rectitude, that will often
require firmness, should be tempered with
gentleness. His gentleness will keep his firmness
from being over harsh or even cruel, while his
firmness will keep gentleness from turning into
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weakness. A harmonious balance of these two
qualities is essential not only for a ruler but for all
leaders of men.

Tapan means the restraint to the senses. The ideal
monarch is the one who keeps his five senses under
strict control, shunning indulgence in sensual
pleasures.

Akkhodha means non-hatred. The monarch should
not indulge in games where killing is resorted to or
cause injury to any being. He must practice non-
violence to the greatest possible extent that is
reconcilable with the duties of a ruler.

Avihimsa means non-violence. The monarch should
not indulge in games where killing is resorted to,
or cause any injury to any being. He must practice
non-violence to the greatest extent that is
reconcilable with the duties of a ruler.

Khanti means patience, the king must conduct
himself with patience, courage and fortitude on all
occasions. In joy and sorrow, in prosperity and
adversity, in victory and defeat. He must conduct
himself with calmness and dignity without giving
in to emotions.

Avirodhata means non-enmity, friendship. The king
must cultivate the spirit of amity amongst his
subjects, by himself always acting in a spirit of amity
and benevolence. It will be seen that avirodhata is
in this context opposed to bheda—the divide and
rule policy in Hindu statecraft.

The Buddha also laid emphasis on the fact that the
good and evil of the people depend on the behavior
of their leaders; and for the god of the people he
set out these ten royal virtues to be practiced by the
rulers of men. (Vitanage 8-10, 2011)

Such a system may seem simple to us today, but in
the Buddha's day, the Brahmin hierarchy divided
society into a system that was broken down into
castesand levels and sanctioned by religion, inwhich
human equality was lacking. The Buddha went
against that trend, he swam against the stream and
welcomed all comersinto the monastic order: Upali,
who was a barber, and Sunita, who was a former
outcast, both found places of honor in the sangha
The Buddha said, "Monks, just as all the great
rivers, that is to say the Ganges, the Jammu, the
Aciravati, the Sarabhu, the Mahi, on reaching the
great ocean lose their former names and identities
and are reckoned as the great ocean, similarly, the
Kshatriya, the Brahmana, the Vaisya and the Sudra
after entering the sangha, lose their former identities
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and become one with the members of one
order."(Vitanage 11, 2011)

Thereisalso astory inthe Jatakatalesthat illustrates
the virtue of kingship. A ruler, called King
Ummadayanti, once saw a beautiful woman during
his rounds of the city and he fell in love with her at
first sight, but when helearned that she was married,
he felt ashamed. As it happened, the woman’s
husband, who had guessed the secret, out of
deference to theruler, offered hiswifeto theking as
a concubine, but the ruler refused.

The monarch replied, "If I should lack the power of
ruling my own self, say, into what condition would
I bring the people who long for protection from my
side? Thus considering and regarding the good of
my subjects, my own righteousness, and my spotless
fame. I do not allow myself to submit to my passion.
I am the leader of my subjects, the bull of my
herd." (Vitanage 15, 2011)
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Re-understanding PEA CE through Scriptures

Onthejoyful occasion of Christmas, an Inter-Faith
Prayer Gathering was organized by St. Mary’s School,
Jawalakhel on 23 of December, 2022. The very first of
its kind, the main aims of the gathering were to re-
understand and re-live thetrue notion of peaceand to
remind us all, the importance of unity and
togetherness. Peace, often described as having
multiple meanings when

explored through the lens of various religions, was
found to be indeed a singular entity, thus narrowing
its meaning down to one simple belief; peaceisaway
of life.

The forum was blessed with dignitaries
representing  various religions congregating
to discuss a singular ideology. The discussions
initiated  with Right Reverend Bishop
Paul Simick reciting the verses of the Holy Bible,
informing the audience that it is not that the Christian
ideal has been tried and found wanting, but that it has
been found difficult and left
untried. Reverend Imammuddin Khenthen disdosed amessage

GIEETEE ¥, uss

of the Quran, which states peace is one of the names
of Allah himself and a greeting as simple as
"Salam Walekum" means '"peace be upon you''. The
third discussion wasled by Mrs. PushpaThapaMagar,
ateacher of St. Mary’s School, who shared somewords
of wisdom regarding the concept of peacein Hinduism.
This was followed by a talk from Reverend

Gobind Pasman, who enlightened the audience of the
oneness of God and his desire to explore the wonder of
the earth in communion with all people according to
the Sikh scripture. Thefinal discussion of the day was
by Reverend Bhikshu Kondanya, a Buddhist
scholar who explained the evolving nature of people
and religion, all the while making us aware of the fact
that the more sophisticated we are, the more complicated
we become.

Having had the blissful privilege of listening
to the several noble religious Gurus deciphering texts
fromtheir scriptures, arealization dawned upon dl that
there was mutual connection amongst
dl religions. The shared agreement amongst al experts
and dignitaries was that peace comes from oneself
and is not something one can attain through
perfunctory activism. It wasindeed an honour for the
school family and all guests present to re-live
PEA CE through different insights, thus making this
event aresounding success.

This Inter-Faith Prayer Gathering has not just
created history but has made usall add further meaning
to our celebrations and to always be the beacon of
goodwill and amity.

(Source: Mrs. Jaya Subba, Onlinepatrika.com)
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17" International Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony
December 027 -12% ,2022 at Bodhgaya, India
Courtesy : FB of Nepal SaddhatissaBhikkhu & Bhante Kolita

e T | JL%

\ ] Chief Organizer: Vietnam Sangha

INTERNATIONAL TIPITAKA
CHANTING CEREMONY

December 02™ - 12, 2022 at Bodhgaya, India

ngha

Chief Organizer: V

th INTERNATIONAL TIPITAKA
17 CHANTING CEREMONY

December 02" - 12, 2022 at Bodhgaya, India

Calle upon the Ven. Bhantes at the historic Ananda K uti Viharaand received their blessings before leaving
Nepal. AnandaKuti Viharahas aclose association with Sri Lankafrom thetime of Ven. Amritananda Thero who
played a significant role in the revival of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal. Ven. Narada Mahanayaka Thero of

Vajiraramayahas visited the Anandakuti Viharamany times.

Courtesy : FB of Himalee Arunatilaka
Her Excellency the Ambassdor of Sri Lankato Nepal, 30th December, 2022
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