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PIPARHAWA
Versus
TILAURAKOT

Kapilwastu, according to Hsuan
Tsang had the circuit of 40,00 li (equi-
valent to 664 miles). Hence the argu-
ment put forward in favour of the tiny
Village of Piparhawa as representing
the whole territory of the Shakya
republic by an official in the service of
the Department of Archeological Sur-
vey of India carries little sense. As a
-matter of fact, it was the same Depart-
ment itself which after an intensive
study of concerned areas declared at
the close of the last century that the
Kapilwastu of Buddha’s days is repre-
sented by today’s Tilaurakot region
of Nepal.

The search for the lost site of
Kapilwastu, as mentioned above, was
intensified only after the discovery in
1898 of people’s relic-casket from the
stupa at Piparhawa. The case of

Piparhawa was then under full con-

sideration, but it has to be rejected in
the light of newer findings. “Then was
fecussed scholars’ atteation on Tilau-
rakot. It was extensively explored and
parts of it were even uxcavated. An
exhaustive study of Buddhist txets,

By BHUWAN LAL PRADHAN

travel accounts of the Chinese travel-
lers, new finds from Tilaurakot and all
other relevant meterials was made. Only
thereafter experts working under the
Archaeological Survey Department of
India jointly arrived at the conclusion
that Tilaurakot was Kapilwastu. Thus

scientifically was this fact extablished,
and came to be universally recognised
with no ground for controversy. As

such it is not something that the fad of
an individual can alter at will. Nothing

that is said to have been recovered  or

is expected to be recovered from Pipar-

hawa nor any distortion of the records

of the Chinese travellers can have any

adverse effect on this already settled

issue.

The archeology official who is mak-
ing the aforesaid vain attempt now.
brazenly remarks that according to the
Chinese travellers Piparbawa seems to.
present the ancient Kapilwastu. How
his arguments completely lacks consist-
ency and constancy will be clear from
his own words quoted below.

In 1973 he said, *“. ... .Piparhawa
is six miles to the site of Lumbini. . . .
Accounts of the travels of Hsuan Tsang
and itsing also hint at the location of
Kapilwastu in the area (i e. Piparhawa)

2?2

(The Indian Express, 1973 April 13).



Th‘éri_ came the following argument:=

«' ' Scholars held for a long time
that Tilaurakot vas Kapilwastu even
thou¢h tHere wa$ nd’solid ‘archeologi-

cal ‘evidence to do sb. The basis for:

this erroncous belief (i.e. Tilaurakot is

Kapilwastu) was the- accdunt given by .
. In 300 A.D...
Fahien went from Kapllwastu “to..
. In 629 A.D. Hsuan Tsang.
also went from Kapilwastu to Lum-.

the Chinese Pilgrims. .

Lufnbini.::

bini. .

The archaeologist further.remarks
“The:.
bemg the sute of ancient Kapilwastu
was furnished by the. Chinese traveller
Fahien. According to his record
Lumbini should ke nine ‘miles-east rof
Kapilwastu. . Theidifference suppesed
by the scholars between. the distance
recorded by Fahien and Hsuan Tsang
was unwarranted. .
ed Weekly, 1976 May 16-22).
Similarly, the photograph of the
structural remains traced around the
stupa at Piparhawa was printed as “A
scene of Vihara found in the excava-
tion in Piparhawa.”

(Dharmayug 1973 May)

«The ruins of the Place of Buddha’s

father, Suddhodana, in Piparhawa,
now identified with Kapilwastu.”

(The Times of India, 1976 Jan. 24).

faall

A oalemanlamical Denartment of

(The fzmes of India, 19?6 Jan. 24) ;

. .Indication for Piparhawa . 'noted’abdve; the: .conclusion that Tila-

s gfa

H M.G. Nepal has already commented

on this. Now again in the Illustrated
Weekly, 1976 May 16-22 the same.
were declared as the eastern, northern,
western arid southern monasteries
facing the stupa. Sy

The above extracts sadly expose the
archaeologist indicating how up to 1973
he was quite ignorant of the distance
Lumbini and Piparhawa. The actual
distance between them is nearly ten
miles. Next, the dates about Fa Hsuan

~‘and"Hsuan’ Tsang’s visits to the Kapil-

wasti’region is hopelessly wrong. As

urakot was Kapilwastu was based on
the most - solid archaeological as well

‘as other evidences and a joint decision

of a group of different ’experts. What

" is more ludicrous tham one single indi-

2 (The Illustrat- -

vidual challenging all those experts and. .
baselessly denouncing. the whole pre-
vious work? The accouats of the Chir
nese travellers léad to no grrongous
belief. On the contrary, they furnisha
sound basis for the correct location of
Kapilwastu. Further, the archaeologist
at one time declares Hsuan Tsang’s
distance between Kapilwastu and Lum-
bini correct, at another time denounces
the records of the Chinese travellers as
leading to ‘erroneous belief and once.
agam comes to uphold Fa Hsuan’s
view.” Thus oscillate like a pendulum .
the judgements of the archaeologist at
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different times and in different news-
papers.

In order that his wrong reasoning
creates no confusion the actual- facts
about the matter are given below.

Kanilwastu lay 15 or 16 miles west |

of Lumbini according to Hsuan Tsang
and nine miles according to Fa Hsuan.
The actual distance from Lumbini to
the present day Tilaurakot is 14 or 15
milés. Thus distance given by Hsuan

Tsang exactly corresponds to the actual
present day distance between Kapil- -

wastu and Lumbini.

. Both Fa Hsuan and Hsuan Tsang
came to Kapilwastu from Shrawasti.
According to Cunningham Fa Hsuan
first came to the birth place of Kraku-
chhanda Buddha, supposed to have

been the present day Kodan or Goti-

hawa and therefrom to Kapilwastu
while Hsuan Tsang arrived at Kapil-
wastu direct.-That is why Hsuan Tsang
gave the distance from Shrawasti to
Kapilwastu as 83 miles and Fa Hsuan
as 91 miles. They were shown two
opposite places of the same Kapllwastu
according to V. Smith. Hence Fa
Hsuan, who passed through the present
day Gotihawa, Kodan etc., before he
arrived at Kapilwastu, measured the
distance from the easternmost point
while Hsuan Tsang measured the dis-
tance from the extreme western point
at the present day Tilaurakot where he

rhawa a little more.

3.

arrived first. Evidently, that was the
reason why he has said that Lumbini
lay nine miles of Kapilwastu.

Further, these pilgrims not only-
visited all important places; stupas and
other monuments associated with the
incidents of the Buddha’s early life but
also elaborately have spoken of them -
in theirfaccounts. But they neither
seemed to have gone to Piparhawa nor
made any mention of it. Had the pre-
sent day Piparhawa in Basti been part
of Kapilwastu they would certainly not
have failed to describe in detail the
stupa and monastery there.” The fact
that none of the three Pilgrims Fa
Hsuan, Hsuan Tsang and King Ripu
Malla of western Nepal visited Pipar-
hawa and made any mention of it clear-
ly proves that it was not even a portion
of Kapilwastu during the Buddha’s
days. :

Now Jet us clarify the case of Pipa-
Its antiquities
consist of a few clay seals, the ruins of
the stupa from which Peppe took out

relic-casket and the remains of monas- |
tic structure. Because of its scantiness
of its antiquities the archaeologist has
now added to it the area of Ganwaria, -
which, too, could yield nothing more
than two pieces of Buddha head, one
piece of terracotta horse figure and a
few other figurines, a few copper and
silver coins, pieces of precious stones
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and the like and the remains of what

he calls two huge palace—complexes, .

the larger being 30 miles square with
28 rooms, the smaller being 26 miles
square with 21 rooms. Thus both the
areas have provided nothing of any
real significance. The Buddha head or
the ‘horse figurine is notat all a pre-
Buddha antiquity. One such horse
figurine exactly similar to tiiat one was
found in the Tilaurakot region as well
in 1972-3 excavation (Ancient Nepal
22, plate VB). The coins belonging to
the seventh or eighth century A.D.
have no bearing on the matter in ques-
tion. The monastic structure around
the Piparhawa stupa was, as stated

before, sometimes declared a monas-
tery and other times a palace. The
archaeologist even claims to have re-
covered several more . relic-caskets
similar to the ones discovered by
Peppe. He even goes to the length of

asserting that one of the new caskets
he has of late found far down inside
the stupa contains the relics of the
Buddha while Peppe’s caskets were
only later additions with the relics of
‘Buddha’s kinsmen Shakyas. What the
archaeologist claims has yet to be scie-
ntifically judged. Regarding the arch-
aeologist’s palace complexes, Mr. T.R.
Manandhar has rightly observed:

«Tt is difficult, if not impossible, to
believe a palace of 30 sq. miles with 28

“1972-3 excavation.
- eur noticed in the region that 1nduced

araeg gfa

rooms at least with an area of cne-or
more square miles each. Thanks to
Mr. Srivastava that he took the whole
world into a surprise by discovering
such a huge building with large rooms,
which, if true, might belong to a Cha-
kravarti Samrat and not to King
Suddhodana of Kapilwastu” But in
however bombastic ways he exaggera-
tes his finds none of them belongs to
the pre-Buddha age. He himself admits
in the recent Illustrated Weekly that
all his findings from Piparhawa and
Ganawaria are not older than the 4th
or 5th century B.C.” '

The Voice of History, 1976 Vol. II.

Tilaurakot, on the other hand,
contains the ruins of full-fledged a ma-
gnificent palice, of a ferufied capital
city fenced with a strong tall wall,
penetrable only through city gates built
at four directions and surrounded with
a wide moat. Besides a lot of polished
greyware ‘shreds and the associated
redware sherds, atiributable to 8th or
7th century B.C. as well as sherds of
northern polished brickware and the
associated redware, attributable to 6th
or 5th century B.C. were also recover-
ed from the Tilaurakot region during
It was such gl‘and-

the earlier experts to declare it ancient
Kapilwastu. In comparison to its
heritage of antiquities Piparhawa or
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Ganwaria findings are quite meagre.
Only when one goes on adding to

Piparhawa adjoining areas one after

another, just as Ganwaria is added to
it, one can claim that Suddhodana’s
Kapilwastu has been traced beside
Piparhawa.

With regard to the above mention-
ed clay seals of Piparhawa they were
said in 1973 to have contained one ver-
sion and in 1976 a different version
and as such its very validity has to be
questioned. No place can be accepted
as Kapilwastu simply because an
object with the word ‘Kapilwastu’ in-
sciibed in it was found there. The
seals of one monastery can be carried
anywhere. It cannot be inferred there-
from that the structure traced thers
must necessarily be the ruins of Dewa-
putra Vihara. The Vihara indicated
The Vihar indicated by the seals might
have been set up anywhere else.

Under this state of things caskets
upon caskets, chambers upon cha-
mbers, structures upon structures—
what ever Piparhawa ruins may yield
they have not dated back earlier than

5

483 B.C., the historically ascertained
year of Buddha’s nirvana. In order to
be Kapilwastu of the Buddha’s time
whether for Tilaurakot or Piparhawa
either of them must be able to produce
pre-Buddha antiquities. As discussed
above, it is Piparhawa, not Tilaurakot,
that ,cannot yield a single antiquity
which can be associated with Baddha’s
Kapilwastu. Piparhawa totally fails to

fulfill necessary conditions. The abse-:

nce of any stream beside Piparhawa
or Ganwaria which the concerned arch-
aeologist carefully avoides speaking of
also deserves mention in this connec-
tion. In Tilaurakot, on the other hand,
are available all requisites. With its
matchless geo-physical status including
a river running by and with a lot of
pre-Buddha antiquities under and
above its soil Tilaurakot stands to-day
as the only unquestioned inheritor of
the ancient Kapilwastu.

Thus, in brief, Piparhawa when
made to stand in opposition to Tilau-
rakot often reminds us of the well
known saying “Pitt is to Addington
what London is to Paddington.”



PRAISE
and
"BLAME

As a solid rock is not shaken b;,: the wind;
Even so the wise are not 'rt.f._ﬁ‘ied by praise or
blame,
DHAMMAPADA
These words apply in their fullest
sense to Arhantas, but to a certain ex-
tent they are true of all wise people.
Such people are not easily influenced
by the praise or blame of the world.
They think for themselves and go their
own road. _
It may be laid down asa general
rule that one is seldom praised or
blamed by the world for the intrinsic
nature of ones actions. Take the case
of a lawyer. The world at large is un-
able to form any opinion of his abijlity
except by the results he produces. He
may be intelligent and industrious but
if he is unlucky . enough to lose a few
cases in succession, the world is apt to
take a poor view of his capacity. On
the other hand, if he wins a few -cases
that catch the public eye, his stock
rises appreciably. It is the same in
most fields human endeavour.
The weack-charactered tend to acce-
pt this state of affairs without question,
and to act accordingly. They crave

worldly success and they work to
achieve it. They know that the world
cares little for genuine worth. So they
buy their success with counterfeit cur-

rency as it were. They prelend to be

By ASHOK soc:m Sn!anka

mterested in what thc world at large

finds interesting. They pretend to like
people who can help them. They are
seen at the right places, wearing the
right clothes, doing the right things.
And it works. The counterfeit curcen-
cy is seldom examined closely or cha-
llenged. But such people never rise to
be leaders, even in the sphere of world-
ly activities. They do not have what it
takes. To be aleader, one must have °
the strength to walk alone at times.
One must have a mind of one’s own.
Of course, obstinacy is not strength.
One can prevent an obstinate person
from doing almost anyihing by com-
manding him todoit. ‘lhe strong
do not respond to ‘such tactics. Thev
do not care whether others think them
strong and independent or weak and
docilz, so they always do exactly as they
choose, even when curtly ordered to do
it! There is freedom in such strength.
Most of us are influenced far too
much by what we think other people
will think of us. We judge others by
our own standards. If we are impress-
ed by certain qualities, such as smart-
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ness, a sense of humour or courage, we
assume that others too are impressed
by those qualities. So we pretend to
have them. Pretence means strain, be-
cause we dare not relax and be natural
for fear of being exposed for what we
really are. We strain to resemble some
ideal, instcad of admitting frankly that
it is an ideal and that we are far below
it, and that we are working towards it.

The wise have a basic honesty
which scorns all pretence. Therein lies
thetr strength, and their ability to
remain comparatively unmoved by
praise or blame, They have ideals too,
but instead of pretending to be the
personification of those ideals, they
work towards them with faith and
- patience. If the world happens to pruise
them, they are not unduly elated. If
the world happens to blame them,
theyare not unduly depressed. They
assess such praise or blame calmly and
intelligently questioning the competence
of those who pass judgement, acceptin g
nothing at face value. Having so ass-
essed and questioned they see their
- way clearly. Sometimes praise or blame
is well-deserved and can be a useful
guide. But this is not always the case.
If praise or blame is undeserved it
should be ignored just as a same man
ignores the compliments or insults of a
lunatic., '

¥

ANGER

Whoso, his unger, arisen like an uncontrolled

charict, checks,—Him indeed I call a charioteer *

Rein-holders are other folk,
DHAMMAPADA

All of us can recall occasions when
we were angry. It is an emotion which

" we_share with the rest of the animal

kingdom, except perhaps animals like
Jelly-fish, slugs and worms, and for all
we know even they may be furious on
occasion. The world we live in is far
from perfect. Things happen which,
we feel, would not happen if others
only were a little more inteiligent and
considerate, a little less greedy and
selfish. When such things happen, the
borse of anger takes charge of the
chariot of personality, and we are well
set for a period of sub-human behavi-
our.

It is easy to give one’sanger a loosz
rein and let it gallop. Itis easy to
make it gallop faster and faster with
flicks from the whip of self-righteous-
ness. If the mad career does not end
in a smash, the run-away horse tires
and slow downs after a while, the char-
1ot resumes its normal rate of progress
and the charioteer feels a bit foolish.
There has been, perhaps, nothing worse

. than an exhibition of bad manners.

But, all to often, such mad careers
do end in smashes. In Lanka, land of
the Buddha Dhamma, a2 depressingly
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karge number of people are killed in
guarrels every year. A striking feature
of these offences is that, in most cases,
the motive seems ridiculously inad-
equate. A fancied slight at a wedding
party, adelay in the repayment of a
small debt, a dispute over the owner-
<hip of a tree or even a fiuit—such
things as these have sufficed as the
motive for brutal murders. Why is this ?

Clearly, it is not the gravity of the
motive that matters, but the character
of the person concerned. If a man 1s
-childish, if he lacks of sense of humour
and sense of proportion which are
really the same thing, any minor ann-
oyance can send him along the road
that ends on the gallows. The Buddha
Dhamma offers people a peerless me-
thod for the building of a strong, wise,
kindly character. Why is that so many
people in Buddhist lands do not have
that sort of character? It must be
that they have not understood the
Buddha’s Teaching. They call them-
selves Buddhists. They take pait in
religious ceremonies. They listen to
Dhamma upon occasion. But that
Uhamma has not soaked into them
and permeated them with its coolness
and sanity. They are like children.
happy, generous and truly lovable at
times, but horrible little brutes when-
ever somefhing sends them into a tan-
trum. In such black moments they

@A gfa

behave as though the Buddha had
never given to humanity His mes-age
of love and understanding.

We who are mere worldlings can-
not pretend to that mastery over self
which was characteristic of the Buddha
and the Arhantas. To us, anger is a
problem. But there are things we can
do. There are ways of thinking which
make the control of anger less difficult.
To begin with, we should understand

‘that the failure to control anger is al-

ways a sign of weakness, neyer g stgn
of strength. We all like to be con-
sidered strong and masterful. Anger,
when it takes charge of us, does make
us feel stronger and more masterful
than we do normally. But this is a
mere delusion, misleading and dangsr-
ous. In truth, we are, at such times,
weaker and less efficient than normal.
A clever boxer, if he knows that his
opponent has a'quick temper, will do
his best to provoke a fit of temper,
because it makes his opponent more
vulnerable. Whenever we get angry
we should realize that the strength we
feel is not the strength of the chaript-
eer in us. It is the strength of the run-
away horse. We should immediately
{ry to put the charioteer back in con-
trol. If we can do this, we are masters.
If we cannot, we are slaves.

It is also important to reflect that
nothing ever matters half so much as




we think it does. There are people
who take themselves so seriously that
they seem to be in a state of rigor
mortis whilestill alive. Such people
should realize that their occasional
exhibitions of bad teampzr are not near-

ly as impressive as they imagine. A
man in a temper looks funny to be im- .
pressive. The wise man learns to laugh
at himself at times. If he cannot,
others will.

*

Please Contact :-

BHIM ART GALLERY

For |

VARIOUS KINDS OF IDOLS OF GODS AND GODDESSES
MADE OF BRASS, COPPER, WOOD AND IRON
ALSO, GOLD PLATED IDOLS AND OTHER
" FINE ART CURIO HANDICRAFTS
' OF DIFFERENT METALS.

Customer’s Satisfaction is our motto.

70, NHEPHALE TOLE, ™
MAHABAUDHA,
LALITPUR-6,

NEPAL.

Prop. B. R. SHAKYA
Phone No. 21-924
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