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- Awake : Buddhists of Nepal

!

A Buddhist is one who goes for
refuge (sarana) only to the Buddha,

‘Dharma and Sangha (and in some

teaching to the Guru also). These three
being the most precious things known
in this world are called the Tri-ratna.

- What does Sarana mean ? Its mean-
ing is that we believe that it is necessary
to have the best guidance for our
- spiritual progress and so we go with
every part of ourselves for refuge to
the Triratna. That is, the first time we
repeat “‘Buddham Saranam gacchami,

Dhammam . . ... Sangham’’, we are

taking refuge with our niind_s (citta) .

the second time (dutiyampi) with
our speech and the third time (tati-
yampi) with our bodies. '

But what are the Triratna? We can
not take refuge properly unless we
know that the Buddha is in this case
our, undifiled (akleshika) mind which
makes it possible for us to attain to
what Gautama Buddha attained, to
become in fact a Buddha. The Dharma
sarana is the method we use to gain

araeg i

— N. B. Bajracharya

Founding member and Superintendent

this goal, the method being the right
instructions which we receive from our
teachers. Sangham saranam means the
secure refuge of the Enlightened Sages,
Ariyas, Bodhisatwos and Arahants or -
who have used their methods and gain-
ed the secufe and tranquil Peace from
which they cannot fall.

Others say that the Triratna are
the Teacher, the teaching, and the
taught (those who have been thaught),
which is also a good explanation.

If a man calls himself a Buddhist
then it is quite sufficient for him to go
to these three only, for those are truly
helpful refuges and the aid that a pro-
per understanding of them gives is far

superior to all other so-called refuges.
A wake Buddhist does not go for refu-
ge to sacred forest or holy mountains, *
nor to peculiar pieces of stone nor to
great river nor shrines or temples, he °
certainly does not go to any Devatas
or,Iswora seeking help. What is the
use of all these when the Buddha-mind
is within ourselves, the Dharma our

LR



method of realising it, and Sangha our
inspiration and guide? So we in Pali
language the verses: “Natthi me sara-
nam annyam Buddho me saranam
varam.”” (Dhammam. . .Sangham)

A wise Buddhist guards well these
three precious things — the Triratna.
He does not think that it is possible to
keep only one or two of these jewels
without the others. All three are nece-
ssary and for real spiritual growth,
they should not be separated. It is
especially to have a well-traind Sangha
of Bhikkhus- who can teach Dhamma
to others while practising it intensively
themselves. Wise Buddhists therefore
not only respect the Bhikkhu Sangha,
they support it and see that proper
facilities are available for teaching
young Sramaneras and Bhikkhus as
these are the teachers of the future.

The understanding and preserva-
tion of the three Jewels is the first
thing necessary for awakening.

The Buddha taught a Dharma
which is clearly explained (swakkhato)
and which leads one onwards in under-
standing (opanayiko).

When Lord Buddha preached to .

anyone, He always explained its mean-
ing very clearly so that the listeners
would understand each point, before
He started to explain the next. Every-
thing is explained in detail, analysing

”q.“(

each -statement to show its whole
meaning. Only when the first point
had been grasped would the Lord
Buddha pass on to the second. In this

way He led his listeners on and incr-
eased theit power of understanding.

In three great ways of trainine has the
Buddha explained His teaching (Sasana)
the Trishikkhya.

“Sabba papassa akranam” not to
do evil”. ;

This means the training of the Sila.
Now all the Buddhists take Sila with
two ideas in mind, “Not to do any-
thing harmful to others” and “Not
to do anything harmful to my own
welfare”. ‘Harmful’ means causing any
Dukkha, either mental or physical
and ‘others’ means any living beings,
humans, animals or others. For
these reasons Upasakas take the Pan-

chasila which is the first step we must
take.

The result of keeping the Sila pure
is that our minds become peaceful beca-
use these is then no difference between
what we ought to do (Sila) 4nd what
we really do (papa). : '

«Kusalassa ' upasampada”- “To-
learn to do good”. This is training of
Samadhi or, dhyana. Why should we
trouble to practise this ? A mind well-

trained in meditation is easily contro-
lled, easily concentrated, quickly léarns

and is calm and happy. Dhyana
is the refinement and training of the
emotions so that we are full of Maitri,
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Karuna, and Mudita for others. Apart
from these results which are surely

desirable, those who gain the Super

human states of Dhyana enjoy the
pleasures of the (Deva) themselves,
while being able to . give others great
help in the problems of their lives.

“Sachitta pariyodapanam’— “To
cleanse ones own heart”. This is the
training in pragya. This is the hfghest
development of intelligence attainable
only when the mind is already quie-
tened by the practice of Dhyana.
Pragva is the sword with which all
the defilements (klesha) of Lobha,
Dwesha and Moha are cut off

The result is that where Lokuttara
Pragva is experienced, the mind is
brilliantly sharp, having insight not
only into one’s own character but into
that of others also.

“Etam Buddhana sasanam”- “This
s the teaching of all the Buddhas”
The Buddhas have these three train-
ings for the removal of Dukkha
amongst all peoples and so thev may
realise the Great Way of Happiness.
This is only won when all three of
these teaching are practised together-

this 1s the second thmg neceesary
for awakenmg

There arc many defferent schools
of thought and practice all of which
offer methods for the attainment of

F1a:3 |in

Peace and Happiness. In the 2524
years of Buddhist history there have
never heen any wars between these
deifferent groups. It is a splendid-
tradition to be long maintained and
for this no violence of body, speech
or writing should be made against
those holding other ideas.

Each of the great yanas should be
seen as strongin one particular point.
These points together make up a com-
plete Buddhadharma. thus : Hinayana
(theravada) insists on the necessity of
Sila and sc is strong in purity (Visu-
ddhi) Mahavana always teaches the
Bodhisatwo ideal and so is strong in

Upaya or karma; and the Vjrayana gives
instructicns . (or should do) in the
practices of Dhyana and the develop-
ment of Pragya and so is strong in
these.

Let us have harmony between these
teachings, let us practise them together
and let there be no quarrelling- thss
is the third thing mnecessry for
awakening.

If people are truly to awake then
they must be able to read the inspiring
words of the Buddha. For this reasons
translations of the Sutras are one
essential, beginning with these having
the most practical bearing on house-
hold life and going on to others
teaching the deeper doctrines. These
Sutras (whether from Pali or Sanskrit)
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should then be published together
with translated articles and material

written in'Nepali, in the form of cheap

booklets to be issued as a series. Later,
translations of whole collections of
Sutras can be published in book form
together with useful comments upon
them pointing out what is particularly
_ applicable to the present day. Another
urgent need in the present, is the pub-
lication in National language so that
all may read it-of the Buddhist monthly
magazine. All these pamphlets, books
and magazines are together the fourth
thing necessary for awakening.
Buddhist should press for regular
Radio time to be alloted to them.

Lectures, the chanting of Sutras, record-

ing of Buddhist celebratlons etc. can
reach large numbers of people are thus
very valuable. Of greatest value though
are those programmes which tell
people “what Buddhadharmais” This

is the fifth thing necessary for .

awakening.

Buddhist organizations should regu-
larly hold cultural programmes of songs
and poetry, painting, carving and
metal work. These not only raise the
standard of the Buddhistic arts but
will attract many non-Buddhists.

For the finest examples shown or
composed, suitable prizes should be
offered by way -of encouragement.
All such cultural programmes, compe-

2%

titions and Exhibitions are the sixth
thing necessary for awakening.

Although Buddhists are fvery nu-
merous in Nepal, effective Buddhist
orgonizations are very few. It is very
important to guard against the dangers
listed under “Why wake up”, as well
as to accomplish all'the methods listed
of “How to wake,” that really alive
and &orking societies and groups be
formed as quickly as possible. Different
organizations could well look after
all the differing activities and nsces-
sities for "awakening so for given.
There should never be any quarrelling
between them or within themselves
if Sila (honest behavour) and Maitri
(loving kindness) are always practised.

Active Buddhist groups, for it is
no good having ‘“‘Sleeping organiza-
tions”, should always have for their
motto and ideal “Reform of Buddha-
sasan”. Besides the specialist orgoni-
zations alreadv mentioned, every
village, every Vihara -in town, every
group of Buddhists wherever they are
living. should have their own little
organization. These local societies can
be affiliated to more central bodies
for the purpose of closely working
together. What will be the programme
of these locality groups ? Five sugges-
tions follow :

a) The study of the scriptures. How
can you practise Buddhism unless you
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know what the Buddha has said ? It

is best to approach this studv through.
regular meetings where introductory

book is first read out section by

section, and then discussed. Aftera

number of such works have been

studied in this wayv, then the Sutras

preferably with a commentary, can be

tackled. :

~ Besides giving all a general know-

ledee of Buddhism, they will gradually

give training to a number of vounger

people who can then preach the

Dharma. To vary the programme Bhik-
khus where and when available, should

be invited to preach the Dharma.

(b) Meditaion meetings : These.
can at first form part of the preceeding
kind of meeting where begin with 5-10
minutes could be devoted to sitting
still in silence wh=n p=oplz woull lik:
to practise together for longer period,
which is certainly helpful at the begin-
nina. than advice should be sought
from a Buddhist Bhikkhu or Guruju
with meditation experience, as tothe
correct methods and way of conduc-
ting such meetings.

(c) Puja and festival meetings :
Much Puja is done in Nepal with little
understanding. In Buddhaharma, the.
Puja is not for the sake of the Bud-
" dhas or Bodhisatwos, but for one's
own sake. That is, a Puja is performed
to gain certain states-of mind and these

araax gfq

~the relief of the poor.

‘in fact all activities

can only be obtained if knowledge
accompanies and guides faith. Buddhist
Paja should only be done with this
in mind (not as worship of a God-
quite foreign to Buddhist practice)

Festivals should bte celebrated even
amongst small groups of Buddhists
though they should be quite certain
of what it is that they are’ cele-
brating and that' the meaning 1S
in accordance with the Buddha’s:
teachings.

(d) We now turn to the expressions
of practising Buddhadharma. Small
Buddhist eroups can do much valuable
social work. They can suggest and
work at improved standard of hygiene,
thus lowering the -incidence of disease.
They can assist in the provision of
dispensaries open to all. They can give
advice in disputes between families and
.could oreanize some provision for the
education and support of orphans and
For all such
good works, local, organization should
collect fund adequate for these pur-
poses.

(e) General discussions should be
organized from time upon important
matters of welfare; debates on.
interesting subjects are also useful-
which further
education and  decrease igno-
rance should be encouraged. The
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education of women and girls, the
breaking of caste barriers by intercaste
functions (dining and marriage) and
provision of study classes to aid stu-
dents are all worthy of Buddhist
energy.

The points mentioned here, perhaps
with many others are all activitie
possible to local Buddhist groups -
.rogether they form the seve'nth thing
for awakening.

What is it be awake ?

The Great Teacher of our Dhar.na
is called the Buddbha — One who has

waken up. He is our Guide - so we sho-

uld try to perfect in our selveswhat was
perfect in Him. The Buddha is our
ideal for the finest of all qualities were
fully developed in Him : He was ever
full of the spirit if Maitri and Ahimsa-

Pragva the 'light of knowledge always
streamed forth - never was His mind
obscured by Avidya; and He is called
Mahakaruniko Natho - one who wishes
the happiness of all.

This is to be AWAKE. Being His
followers we must also begin to WAKE :

UP or surely we cannot call ourselves
Buddhists.

It is all very well to write a booklet
on the reform of Buddhasasana in
Neral. To write a book is easy but
whether that “book has an any effect
or not - that is the important thing.
The effect it has depends on YOU -
every Buddhist who reads this. YOUR
WAKING UP IS IN YOUR OWN
HANDS SO:

'WAKE UP BUDDHISTS OF
NEPAL !

never He harmed others; in Him, MAY ALL BEINGS BE HAPPY !
URY AT FF el
A TG AT FIW JIAT 9FI
i fad fasgern
T #x1T spifgad 758 o f
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Bﬁddhism and the Ideal State

-3y I‘resid_ent J.R. Jayavardhane, Srilanka

“T'his ariicle is reproduced from the Sunday Observer vesak
: Supplement Buddhist Era 2523

Buddhism and Politics may seem to be
terms which refer to two distinct and diffe-
rent systems of human thought and activity.

It is said that the Buddha adyised mem-
bers of the Buddhist Sangha not to take
part in politics. No one can say that he
exhorted politicians not to study or follow
Buddhism.

Today, politics enters into every sphere
of human activity, and politicians who
givern the World, mould the lives of their
fellowmen. “he ideals they stand for are,
therfore, of thn greatest import.

The Middle Path: The study of Buddhism
as the teaching of one of the world’s
greatest thinkers may profit those who take
an active part in politics. The Buddha
worked out his ideas to the ultimate degree
of clarity, and as such, his teaching merits
close analysis even today.

To my mind, . Buddhism does not mean
the Buddhist religion or faith which is found
in many Eastern countries, and which devout

temples, offering flowers, worshipping trees
and organizing peraheras and pinkamas.
Buddhism is the teaching of the Buddha,
that teaching is followed
Buddhism is, some call this teaching a

and wherever

philosophy, others call it a religion, "and
there are still others who refer to it as an
ordinary ethical code. Bhikkhu Nyanatiloka -
calls it “an ethicophilosophical system”.

It is true that modern philosophical and
metaphysical ideas are very much in agree-
‘ment with the Buddha’s teaching, and as a
system of ethics too. Sir S. Radhakrishnan
is of opinion that. “the supremacy of the
ethical is the clue to the teaching of the:
Buddha”.

Yet Buddhism in its true spirit is none
of these. :

Correct View: Professor Babbitt, the
American humanist expresses the correct
view when he calls it a Path ... “In its
primary emphasis on will” he says, ‘‘the
doctrine of the Buddha is not a system in

Buddhists profess to follow by building the accidental sense, but a path. A Buddha
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:c one who has trodden this path and can
repeat to others what he has found”.

The Buddha made this quite clear when
he said: “There is a middle path, O' Bhi-

kkhus avoiding the two extremes, discovered

by the Thathagatha —a path which opens

‘the eyes and bestows understanding,. which

leads to the higher wisdom, to full enlighten-
ment to Nirvana”.

To take the "view that Buddhism is 2
Path to be followed and that the Path leads
to a certain realisable goal, is to lay emphasis
on an aspect of Buddhism which ir forgotten

- by those whom | have mentioned as being

devout Buddhists.
The goal is Nibbana (Pali, or Nirvana
(Sanskrit . '

“Nibbana, Nibbana, so they say. triend
Sarfiputta: what now means Nibbana friend 2
That which is the vanishing*o{: greed. friend,
the vanishing of hate, the vanishing of
délusion, that friend is called Nibbana.”

Thus it was said by the Buddha himself.
W need na. further definition. Nibbana may
aléo be a state of  ecstatic bliss: Only he:
who' has 'extingu-ished greed, hatred and
délusion alone can say. :

“ldere and Now™: The Buddha not only

emphasized ! the Path he emphasized the

goal is attainable in the “here and now’.
Whit a difference it-would make to-the

Buddhists in Ceylon, if* they could only be "

made to understand the importance of *‘here
and dow’’. -5
The theory of Karma - and the doctrine

i

of rebirth have caused immeasurable harm
to the correct ‘practice of the Buddha’s
teaching. Fatalism is the chid of Karma
and ritual and cermony the result of
belief in the doctrine of rebirth. These evils
faceus daily in Buddhist Lanka. “We are’
the victims of our past Karma”. say the
fatalists: let s build temples and organise
pinkamas so that we may gain merit in future
births, say the reincarnationists.

These ideas show Buddhism as express-
ing an entirely hegative. view of this life,
“just as much as “They. will be done’,

expresses a resignation foreign to Christ’s
teaching. \

Buddha's life : The Buddha's: own life,
and his constant advice to  his followers to
put forth spiritual strenuousness a d to pra-
ctise' this virtue unceasingly; show how

much he appreciated action in this - life.
He wanted. his disciples to be “vigilant, stren-
uous and resolute” in working out a way of
life that would end in the - realisation of the

goal, here and now.

The proper practice of Buddhism there-’
fore inVolves a technique of living, which
while not worrying about" Karma or 'rebirth,
would place upon the individual the respon-
sibility of perFectii"\g the ‘art of living, until
he has attained in this life - the goal Nibbana.
Neither. God ‘ nor devil, prayer " nor bribe,
can help. Man alone is the architect of his
future. :

Sir Edwin Arnold pays the highest com= :

pliment to Buddhism when he says. “Itis
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the proudest assertion ever made of human
freedom”. :

Buddha's ideal : We know then the
Buddha's ideal, “the vanishing of greed, hate
and dellision”, and we know that it.is attain-
able: here and us question
whether politicians the world' over have
~ any other ideal worthy of achievement ?

That there is something rotten in the
world of politics we know, Lionel Curtis

writing of modern politicians says. “Wars
and the miseriés th2y bring . in their
train are a sure indicagion that in public
affairs men have ignored the real end
of existence. The tactical steps designed to
prevent war  should be conceived as means,
but only one of the means, to be followed
in the effort to attain human welfare. The
wider policy need=d to attain that end can

now. Let

only be conceived by men who have seen

wherin human welfare consists, and do not
shrink from saying what they have seen and
what they seek ... In the last analysis a
growth in the disposition of men to serve
others th n themselves a constructive unsel-

fishnes< is che end to be sought”.

Ide=1 Citizen : There is today a remark-

able nanimity of opinion, an opinion which
began with the Buddha, that the ideal man,
the pure cstizen is the unattached man,

the man who is not attached to wealth

_and possessions,- to power and to the
object ot _his. desires. He serves others

than himself. Such a man can

have no greed, hatred or delusion If si
that the ideal man, then surely the ideal State

rather

. e
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must be composed of such men 7 Must not
the state conform to an ethical ideal 7
Has a State no moral character ? “The
_moral character of the state,” says Professor
Harold Laski, “must be no different from that
of any other association,” and again “‘every
State’ lives upon the character of its

citizens”. ;

Ideal State : The ideal State must then
be composed of ideal men, men without

- greed, hatred or ignorance. . To attain this

end the politician can help. Though no one
can purify another, purity and impurity are
largely conditioned by environment.

Purity in human beings will grow inso far
as the framework in which they live is de-
signed to exercise and promote it. If politics
is the conduct of public affairs in the inter-
ests of Ffellowship of men, called the State
should be manned by ideal citizens.

The rulers of the State must see to it
that there exists nothing which will be ini-
mica. to the accomplishment of that ideal.

Modern Enviroment : The environment
which the State provides today for the
building up of the character of its citizens
tends not to the establishment of the ideal
but to its destruction. The majority of
States, including Ceylon, stand for the
purely industrial and utilitarian view of life,

the cult of power and machinery and na-
tional comfoct. -
Public education, financed by the State,
equips the young to fit into this same
environment Even religious organisations

preach the ideal, but practise the opposite.
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In the social world, in the professions in

ommerce and in politics, we find the struggle

to acquire for self as the dominant factor.

The society that comprises the State
is a purely acquisitive society and the
sickness of an acquisitive society. A few
men may struggle against this environment
and even rise above it. The larger number
have not the knowledge nor the power

even to question. :
j The. result is that greed for power and
possession, and hatred of fellow humans,
“are almost the ultimate facts of humen
nanure today.

Moral Goal : The politician in power
can change this framework he can change
our environment and he can control and
legislation

direct education. He can by

make it impossible for citizens to control-

wealth and possessions. He can by public
education tdach the ideal and mould the
young citizen to take his place in a society
which is not acquisitive.

Legislation and education will have 3
common purpose. The former will sesk to
change man’s nature;, by removing from his
present environment those conditions which
wrongly dominated his mind today: the latter
will educate him to work in his new environ-
ment, by emphasizing those elements on
human nature which cause harmeny, and by
teaching man to remove t'.em.

Politicians seeking to attain this ideal
will have before_ them a moral gosk the
State they seek to create will conform to
an ethical ideal, and it will necessarily have
a moral clain to the allegience tc its
citizens. '
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World Fellowship

World fellowship is an aggregate of two
words, The ordinary meaning of fellowship
is friendliness or companicnship. But, truly
speskirg, fellowship (to use this term as an
English to Buddhist ‘maitri’)
means affectionate and ‘tender mental atti-
tude towards all living beings. Affection,

equivalent

however, does not mean attachment to any-
one; nor, it means, to have oneself enslaved
to anyone else. Where there is attachment,
there can be no fellowship  maitri). Fellow-
ship created by attachment canonly result
into sufferings So true fellowship or maitri
means dispassionate good-will. One compa-
nion admires the other companion’s fellow-
ship but he does not necessarily wish to
make their fe llowship a cause for their
sufferings. When this kind of thought or
towards all

mental attitude is directed

living beings, one's fellowship, and in time,

gets itself “shaped into the form of the

world fellowship.

As one dislikes sufferings, so do all
living beings of the earth; as one gets fri-

Bhikkhu Kumar Kashyapa Sthabir

ghtened by sufferings, so do all living beings:
and as one loves happiness, so do all living
beings tco— with this realisation when one
tries to centritute to the happiness of all
living beings true fellowship  (maitri)
emerges And only the person who is nurtur-
ing this kind of mental attitude can spesk
and act with fellowship or maitri. Fellowship
can, therefore, grow only in the dispassion-
ate and non—-malignant mind, There is no
attitudinal difference between oneself and
others, between the rich and poor, the
beautiful and ugly, the superior, caste and
lower caste before true fellowship.

The characteristic of fellowship is to de
all; its spirt lies in the good behaviours
which are brought about into flowering and
fruiting and being devoid of passions. Whe-
reas. tranquility is a coproduct of fellowship
showing empathic feelings is the fountain—
head of felloswhip (maitri). !

One who likes to develop fellowship,
such a person would feel his own good while
doing good to others. He even well-wishes

: % The term ‘maitri’ in Buddhist philosophy cannot, to my knowledge, find exact equivalent in the English
language. ‘Friendship’ cannot cariy the spirit nor ‘love and brotherhood’ do ‘Fellowship mey cnly Le ke
nearest English equivalent to the Buddhist ‘maitri’ which m.eans compassicnate feliow feeling without eny

attachment.
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his eminies and acts accordingly. He does
not go about indulging in attitudinal diff-
erences between friend and foe. And here
in this context it will be pertinent to re-
member the Buddha, the Enlightened One,
" who were  bedecked with the jewels of the
qualities just mentioned, and never once
in his life indulged in attitudinal difference
between Devadatta who was up to take
his life, the nurderous robber, Angulmala
who used to murder people and wear a
stiing of his
around his neck, the Nalagiri elephant (the
wild elepant set loose from the stable of

small-fingers  of victims

king Ajatsatru with the intention of killing’
the Buddha while he was wandering in the
streets of Rajgriha for alms: and his own
son Rshul. They were equal to the En—
lightned one.

One who is in possession of fellowship

is never inclined to indulge in any kind of
passion— passion of anger or passion of
affection. Whereas the appearance of the
one less of fellowship maitri) is like the
burning sun, the eppearance of the one

with fellowship is like the cool m.ean. When we

encounter a person with fellowship maitrij
it naturally brings us contentment. Seven—
year old Prince Rshul had once expressed
his mind’s contentment in these words when
he happened to come into the shadow
of the Enlightened One, ‘“Mahasramana {your
great reverance), your shadow is so cool !”
‘True fellowship is directed not towards
cne’s own interests but towards the wel-

being of others. Most people desire the
benefit of their fellowship while they are
wishing all living beings non-suffering and
welbeing. This kind of fellowship cannot
be called as a true fellowship. The pzrson
in possession of fellowship is of the dispa-
ssionate, pure and free thoughts. He is
never at all inclined to indulge in doing
harms to others.

- The more there is the attitude and
feelings of fellowship among the p23>:,
the less there will be suffering and s:recs
in life, On the contrary, people who are
less of fellowship, thes are always inclined
to insidious and cruel behaviours towards
others. And it is when people are less of
fellowship, they are at odds to each other.
Violent behaviour are not directed by a
pcrson in possession of fellowship - maitri)
towards another person also in possession
of fellowship (maitri). Itis in absence of
fellowship that they are draining hard-earned
wealth on things like police, army, courts,
arms and ammunitions. Countries or nations
failing to treat other countries or nations,
with fellowship is the reason why the world
climate today is simmering with the dangers
of global war. And everyday the piles of
danegerous weapons are going Up.

Modern are is the ‘age of science. It
is widely assumed today that people
try to understand
the light

of scientific understading. To suit such

in this modern age

every human activity in
assumption and belief, popular thoughts
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end beliefs in many respects need to be
revolutionized of science has brought about
remarkable cheqes in the

Living standerd - hss

world situa-

up
Acuirements of various kinds of material

ticns risen
equipments and media have tremendously

e>panced humen intellectual horizons.

Bit alas !
cbundence are not happy. and this fact
that there

missing insofar as human happiness is con- .

people who live amid material

well indicates is something
cerned. This missing element will not be
found so long as pecple will not learnt to

cccept the spiritual values in life.

The fact that without developing the
people there can be no happiness in the
world has well been vindicated by the world
of
to observation for anyone. And the manifesto
of this today’s world
So today religion appears to assume more

situations todsy and it is open

is of tensions.
imgrtance than it did yesterday. The mess-
ege of the Buddha quoted below may be
wcith  coing through  for everyone. For
world peace and fellowship,  for the security
end cevelopment of the naticn and in order
to eliminste malice and hatred between
nations, Buddha says:
Na hin vere na verani samantidha kudachana.
Averna cha samanti yasa dhamma sanatana.
(E nmity is not to be pacified by enmity.
enmity is pacified only by non--enmity,
this is an eternal law.)
Modern world is entangled in grim

rivalry. Valuable gifts of science are being

e ufa

used unfortunately in the direction wrecking
world havocs instead of in the direction
of building a peaceful world. While on the
one hand the brilliant achievements of
science appear to be capable of founding
a paradise on the earth for all, on the other
hand the same achievements &ppear to
have been misused and aborted under the
super—-power rivalry. which is constantly
terrorising the world today. The same achie-
vements can best be used for the develop-
ment of world fellowship, feeling of
brotherhood, tolerance and sympsthy in
the world The present world situation can-
not be said to be in favour of making the
human world a happy place to live in.
If we want to make peace In the world,
today, it is necessary  that the world should
adopt the principles of Buddhism -religion
which had never in its history indulged in
rivalry with other religions,

No one -czn trace any idea or incident

of rivalry in the history of Buddhism tik
today. This religion, in its long histcry, has

~ suffered numerous attacks, and endured. It

“had

chaityas (Buddhist

monuments . and scriptures 'c_)urnt up in the

its i onasteries,
flames of jealousies of its rivals, yet it
rever betrayed eny signs of counter--attack
in ideas or incidents under the trying cir-

cumstances. 1he principal reason of this is

that Buddhism has always been, and still is,

a peaceful religion

This religion has been maitaining  its

tenets as follows:



Jayan veran passavati, dukhan seti parajeta

(Victory breeds emmity, the vanquished.
lives in miseries) ]

This theory has never failed and will
ever remain as a a valid proposition.

The Buddha end his religion have put
the primary embhasis upon the world fellow-
ship (viswa maitri). The whole of Buddhist
world is based upon thisvery principle. At
the same time, it is not sufficient only to
have learnt the principles of the Buddhist
world Fellowship, but the pri_nciples have
to be practically and physically fulfilled.

To sum up, where there is fellowship
(inaitri), there can be no malice. Malice is
the dirt that maligns peace. This dirt.is
washed the waters of no fellowship. This
i not all. Fellowohip at best, is the scenc
of Divine nectar that fills human body and
mind with blissfull fraggance.

A tigress nursing a hungry youngdeer
as if it were her own cub; a peacock giving
chelter to a snake in the shadow of its
wings; and a sneke taking a mongoose on

its back all such behaviours are possible,in -

the Field or fellowship (maitri). .

If we could train the mongoose and the
snake on the principles of fellnwship or
maitri, they would, no doubt, live in love

and Friendship. As only pure, clear and non-

stirring watér of a pond can show us the

"

stones and other things lying on its bottom,
likewise, only a mind clear of conflicts aris-
ing out of malice and counter-violence can
see to the actions that can do good to one-
self and to others. And one who understands
the true value of fellowship or maitri, be-
without
need to be proved. The place where the

comes a self-evident fact any
Boddhisatvas (persons devotedly dssirous of
enlightenment practice maitri, thereat they
teach their followers as well to practise the
same, and by the glorifying effects of such
maitri - fellowship) they qo to Brahmalok
(the abode of Brahma) and live threat bliss-
fully for seven cycles of Kalpa. %

A percon without fellowship maitri; is
as a mother devoid of love ‘and sffection.
The more one is capable of disseminating
fellowship (maitri) among the living beings
of the;earth, the more such a person rise in
eminance in his or her life with lofty ideals
and effects of fellowship (maitri). As a drop
of water deparated from the ocean becomes
the ocean itself again after dropping and
getting absorved into it, so is also the goal -
of fellowship (.rnaitri) to just get the drop of
individuality absorved into the ocean of life.
Total devotion of the individual for the wel-
being of the society is, therefore, the final
goal of fellowship (maitri).

-

% One Kalpa=4 billion and 40 million years time and one-day of Brahma.
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