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The Consistency of the Dhamma

Qne of the most striking features
of Buddhism is the Consistency of
its teachings. Io the Theravada, at
least, fieverything that is found bears

tlie cbaracteristic stamp of one mind; '

it is a masterpiece of homogeniety.
And coosidering its tremendous scope

and breadth, and at the same timg the
thirrtteness of its analysis, this consis-
t€trcy gives as a feeling of awe, Ihere
is, something superhuman about it.
Itrere we are face to face with the
working of a great mind, a mind of
incalculable depth an power. This
is not the mind of an ordinary Philo-
sopher; still less is it tbat of and inspired
prophet, claiming God as his authority
ard impatiently brushing aside all more
worldly doubts and objections. We seem

to be listening to the voice of one who
has seen tbings never reached before,
yet who still keeps his contact with
the earthy, immediate needs of human-
itv"

The Buddhist doctrines are a closely

knit, integrated whole. Studying them
we find ourselves plunged into the

midst of a preciscly articulated system

which does not forbid us to believe

_Francis Story

some things and compel us to accept
others, but which, because of its
completeness, the relation of one part
to another makes it impossible to eive
credence to ideas that are foreign to
it. The functioning of a watch is noi
improved by adding a few extra wheels
that serve no purpose; and so it is
with the Dhamma. Everything that
is necessary is already there. It was,
for example, not necessary for the
Buddha expressly to deny the existence
of a personal creator. He did so,
when he was asked about the origin
of the wodd, but those who had
grasped his teaching he had no need
to mention that point. There is no
room for a personal noaker of the
universe in the Buddha's system,
and to introduce one world bave the
same result as putting redundant
wheels in a wel! organized piece of
mechanism. Far from being improved,
it would be spoilt.

So there is infact a very good

method for distinguishing wbat the
Buddha taugbt from what he did uot
applied with full understanding it is
infallible. It is tbe test of Consistency.
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