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Role of Religion in Promoting World Peace

— Ven. Dr. K. Sri Dhammananda, Malaysia

Religion has a definite role to play in
man’s search for world peace. The
moral principles and values contained
in the teachings of great religious
teachers are essential factors for the
reduction and ultimate eradication of
greed, hatred and delusion — which
form the root causes of various con-
flicts and wars, both within and with-
out. Within oneself, these three evils
or unwholesome roots bring about
great unrest in the mind, resulting in
physical outburst of violence culminat-
ing in global warfare.

The fact that war begins in the
minds of men is well recognised by
certain peace-loving people. The pre-
amble to UNESCO’s constitution says:
**Since wars begin in the minds of men,
it is in the minds of men that the
defences of peace must be constructed”.
That is, if one wishes to have peace of
mind, one must also’construct defences
of peace in one’s own mind.

The world cannot have peace until
nations and men begin to reduce their
selfish desires for more and more
material possessions, give up their
racial arrogance and eliminate their
madness for worldly power. Material
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wealth alone cannot bring peace and
happiness to the minds of men. The
key to real and lasting peace lies in
‘mental disarmament’— disarming the
mind from all kinds of ‘poisonous’
defilements such as greed, hatred, jea-
lousy, egotism etc.

Religion not only inspires and
guides man but also provides them
with the necessary tools to reduce
greed with the practise of charity;
to overcome hate and aversion with
loving-kindness; and, to remove ignor-
ance with the development of wisdom
and insight in order to understand the
true nature of things and ‘see things as
they really are’.

The negative aspects of religion lie
in the madness of some so-called reli-
gionists who try to convert and win
followers by hook or by crook, by not
resorting to proper instruction and
cuidance, The purposeful misinter-
pretation of scriptural text for varione
ulterior motives have led to religious
persecutions, inquisition and ‘holy
wars’. These terribly awful experien-
ces have really marred the very name
‘religion’,

In the context of today’s spiritual
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need, religionists should work together
in earnestness and not in jealous com-
petition with one another. They must
work in harmony and co-operation in
the true spirit of service — for the wel-
fare and happiness of the ‘many. It is
only then that they can effectively in-
fiuence the opinions of the masses and
truly educate the people with some
higher values of life which are very
necessary for peaceful co-existence
and integrated human development.
Otherwise more and more people will
continue to move further and further
away from all forms of organised reli-
gious institutions. Once stripped off
from its moral and ethical content,
religion will only become a big force -
with mere rites and rituals and other
useless and meaningless practices.

Differences in religious beliefs and
practices should not hinder the pro-
gress of various religionists working
for a common cause, for world peace.
H all religion teaches man to be good
and proclaim the brotherhood of man,
let religion teach man to be kind, to
be tolerant and understanding. Let all
religionists and other peace-loving peo-
ple unite to abolish any stupid dis-
eriminating laws under which numerous
racial and ethnic groups are denied
even elementary justice and fundamen-
tal human rights.
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Unity should be directed for the
purpose of combating all forms of
nationazl chauvinism, for the purpose
of checking the growth of militarism.
We must unite for the elimination of
poisonous war-mongering propaganda
and to resolve that every nation, great
or small, in any part of the world,
shall have the right to choose frecly its
own way of life.

Today’s mad armaments race must
stop. Man snould think of ways and
means to help one another instead of
slaughtering each other. Man should
work for peace and harmony for all
instead of war and destruction for all.
Man should strive for the progress of
mankind instead of driving mankind
into oblivion.

In his book “Cries For Peace”
(compiled by the Youth of Soka Gak-
ki Division, Japan), the author reflects
on the bleak memories of the warring
days: “When man wages war, each
side of the conflict seeks to convince
its supporters that any sacrifice is war-
ranted. Killing, burning, pillaging —
all acts condemned to humanity under
circumstances. of peace — become
acceptable in the name of the cause of
the moment, whatever it might be.
Blindly accepting what their leaders
say as true, large groups have commit-
ted mass suicide, mothers have aban-
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doned their screaming infants. soldiers
have turned weapons on their com-
rades. The costfor both winner and
loser in spilled blood, broken bodies,
destroyed property. and madness is so
high that the sane man can only stand
in amazement and ask himself, *What
good does this do?””.
' For the cause of humanity and for

the cause of peace, let us hope that all
our religious leaders stretch out their
hands in friendship to one another
and to all people irrespective of race
or creed — with genuine feelings of
love and brotherhood — to work for
a peaceful world and to work for
humanity.
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