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@ontinued from No. 8

BODHICHARIYAVATARA

O that I might be a soother of
pain. :
O that T might become for all
of them that all, the remedy, the
physician, the nurse, until the ‘disa-
ppearence of illness.

O that by raining down food
and drink I might soothe the pangs of
hunger and thirst, and that in times
of famine I might myself become food
and drink.

O that I might be for the poor
an inexhaustible treasure. All my
incarnations to come, all my goods,
all my merits, past and future. I reno-
unce with indifference, so that the end
of all beings may be achieved.

I give up my body to all beings
to do what they will, let them always
strike it treat it with despite, cover it
with dust, let them make my body a
plaything, a thing of mockery and
jesting, I have given them my body
what matters it to me ? Let them

S1E L

- by Amarasiri Weeraratne

make it do whatever may please them.
If their hearts are wroth against me
and bear me ill-will let this helpto
bring about the end of all. May tﬁcy
caluminate me and jeer at me. May all
these and others win the Bodhi.”

I that I be the defender for the
forsaken, a guide to voyagers, and for
those who long for the other bank a
boat, the causeway, the bridge. O that
Ibe a lamp for those who need a
lamp, the bed for those who need a .
bed, the slave of those who need a
slave, the wish-conferring gem, the
plant which heals, the cow of desire.”

SANTIDEVA was Bodhisatva
who aspired for Supreme Enlighten-
ment. He had a passion for serving
suffereing humanity. For this purpose
he dedicated his life and all future
lives. Says he.

“To serve creatures is to serve
the Buddhas. To realise my end and
to eliminate pain from the world is

(1)



the vow by which I bind myself.”

Having resolved to practise the
Pesfections (paramitas) he admonishes
himself :— “From today I claim kin-
ship with the lineage of the Bodhisat-
vas. I have obtained the fruit of being
born a human being. Now Iam a son
of the Buddha.
I shall take precautions to be have
such as is fitting for a Bodhisatva.
Otherwise I may cause a blemish to
the immaculate line of Bodhisatvas
and bring the noble ideal to disre-
pute.”

Such is the idealism that moves
Santideva. He is a kalyana-mitta who
fosters Saddha (dévotion). He wards
us from evil, and courses our energy
to tread the path to enlightenment. It
would increase the length of this
article if I attempt to survey the subse-
quent chapters. It is to be fervently
wished that all educated Buddhists
will read this noble book. Being a
small book and within reach of even
the poorest wageearner the Bodhicha-
riyavatara should adorn ‘the bookshelf
of every Buddhist. And it should be
read time and again to derive full
benefit from the thoughts and ideals

()

From henceforth .

of one who at once strikes us as being
one of the noblest, gentlest, and holiest
saints among the sons of the Buddha.
It is said that about 100 comme-
ntaries on the Bodhichariyavatara
were written in Buddhist India. Most
of them have perished in the flames
that consumed the Nalanda University
at the hands of the Muslim invaders
under Bhaktiar Khiji. However there
is one remaining, and it is by Pragnya-
karamati, a scholar of the Vickrama-
sila University. Eight Tibetan transla-
tions are said to be extant. Quotations
from the Bodhichariyavatara are seen
in some of Sinhalese classics of the
Polonnaruwa period. The influence of
Santideva and his style is also seen in
Sinhalese classics such as the Amava-
tura and Dharmapradeepika.
Santideva lived during the period
A. C.'69l—732. He was originally a

‘prince from Surahtra (Gujarat). He

renounced the world and et:_ntered the

Sangha under the teacher Jayadeva,
who was the chief abbot of Nalanda
at the time. Santideva is also the
author of two other works called,
“Sikshasamuceaya™, (Compendium of
Rules) and <“Sutra Samucchaya”
(Compendium of Discourses). L
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