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Buddhist Festivals in Japan

For the Japanese Buddhists
HANAMATSURI (flower festival) is
the happiest day commemorating the
birth of Siddhartha Gautam Buddha
in Lumbini, Nepal. On this day all
Buddhists ecclebrate the DBuddha’s
birthday at their respective places such
as temples, shrines and monasteries.

Legend tells us that when Buddha
was born he took seven steps. Really
again, he stood solely on his own fect
and stepped into this world as a
unique human being. It seems that the
Buddha’s birth took place in Nepal on
Baishakha Purnima, although the sou-
thern Buddhists celebrate it on the
~ first full-moon-day of May.

In Japan it was first held in 606
A. D. at Gankoji temple near Nara at
the time of the Empress Suiko. On this
day the shrine decorated with flowers,
is put in the gatheriog place and the
idol of the infant Buddha is enshrined

)

- V. A. Kanakdwip

in it. It symbolizes the beautiful Lum-
bini garden. It is sometimes carried on
a white elephant in a parade. (The
elephant brohght Buddha from heaven
to the womb of queen Mayadevi
according to the Jatak-Mala). People
gather arcund the shrine and pour
sweet tea on top of the infant Buddha
as a subslitute for the perfume which
is said to have been poured by celestial
beings. This is called KAUBUTSUE
tea pouring ceremony.

O-BON the second Buddhlst
Memorial Day falls on 13 to 15 July
in all Japan. The word O-bon isan
abbreviation of Urrabon (4lambana
m Samskrit.)

According to the legend, Maud-
galyayana ( MOKUREN )
memorial service for his dead suffered
mother by offering food, clothing and
other necessitis to the monks and the
whole congregation on 15th of July as

wrayfa
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advised by the Buddha.

Usually the O-bon services take
place for three to four days beginning
from July 1°th. The first day of O-bon
is called the welcoming day and the
last day the farewel day. Bon dance
is held in the shrine in connection with
the Bon service. It is to please the
invited ancestors’ spirits on that day.

On the last day, the parishionres
send off those spirits on a miniature
boat filled with all kinds of food and
with a lighted lantern across the sea.
The ancestorial worshipping is thus
connected with Buddhism herewith.

The Buddha’s Enlightenment
Day— :
Gautama left his father’s palace
and spent six long yeats in search of
the eternal Truth. At the long-run he
reached the river Nirajana where he
found a suitable place in the forest for
meditation. He meditated facing the
obstacles of Mara and achieved Enli-
ghtenment on the following day From
that time onwards he was born anew.
This is the day what the Japanese call
JODOE, the Buddha’s Enlightenment
Day. The JODO-E falls on December
8th, on which day Siddhartha Gautama

qrvayfa

was fully enlightened under the Bodhi-
tree at Buddhagaya in India and

" became the supremely Awakened One.

The 3rd, Buddhists’ Memorial
Day is the day of NEWAN or Pari-
nirvara on 15th of February on which
day Gaut:ma Buddha had passed
away from this world. It was about
two thousand and five hundred years
ago. Sivce his enlightenment, be was
preaching the new way of life and
truth. When he stopped with his five
hundred disciples at Pawa pear Kushi-
nagar, te suddenly began to fall sick.
However, they came to Kushinagar and
Buddha took his last breath after

. delevering a lot of teachings to his

bonafide disciples including Bhikshu
Apanda etc. This NEWAN was the
complete extinction of personal desire
of the world. .

The EQUINOX DAY—

Higan, the Equinox Day, fis
celebrated in March and September.
It is the herald of a new secason
ATSUSA SAMUSA MO HIGAN
MADE uatil the time of Higan it
gets cold or warm. This Higan service
is celebrated to remind people of the
mortality of life. Here comes the phi-

()



losophy of Pgram!tﬁ. It means again,

the state in which one has gone to the
other shore after practicing Sat Para-
mita, the six virtues. The praétioe of
these virtues is essential for all Bud-
dhists to attain Buddhahood. The
other shore symbolizes
contrast to this shore, the mundane
world of Samsara or Bhava-chakra.
Specially the Japanese know the
Buddha as his another form-AMIDA
(in Samskrit Amitambhava). That is
why, they used to pray the word Namo
Amido Buso every now and there The
celebration of Higan started in Japan
some twelve hundred years ago. Accor-
ding to historical records of the 25th.
year of the ENRYAKU Era (816 A D.)
the priests of the Kokubunji (temples)
had recited the Boddhists’ Sutras there.
From Edo pericd many kinds of puri-

Nirvana in

fication ceremonies have been taking
place. Every-where on which we can

witness the charming and impressive
scenes in the busy world of modern
Japan.

According to their mind and
philosophy, Amida is not in a physical
form because he is nothing but the
attributes of wisdom and comoassien
found in the supreme reality. This is
in the image of the historical person
Siddharatha - Gautama who became
the Buddha afterwards. He was the
first man who attained Enlightenment
and could show the Path of Peace.

There are roughly three kinds of
Buddhism in Japan. They include Nara
or Zen; Heian or Tendai; and Kama-
kura or the pure-land school philoso-
phy. These different types of Buddhism
have their own aspects of life. Which-
ever they may follow, there is always
a common ground on which they
stand.
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