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A SHORT HISTORY OF THERAVADA BUDBHISM IN NEPAL

Introduction of Theravada

Buddhism to Nepal.

About 55 years ago,in my childhood,
I wastold by a Bajracharya teacher,
“There are no living Buddhist monks
on this earth but, a wall-painting'”’ In
spite’of this,first time in my life in 1935,
I saw living Buddhist Monks at Kus-
inara, where the Buddha passedjaway,
in Tahashil Davaria District, India.

It was on August 2, 1935, at the
age of 18, I got my ordination at Kusi-
nara, India. My Upagjjhaya was late
Venerable U. ChandramaniMaha Thera
of Burma. After ordination he sent
me to the late Venerable Mahaprajna
Thera of Nepal At that rime he was
residing at Kalimpong,Darjeeling, Nor-
th India.As a matter of fact,he was the
first Nepalese Theravadian Buddhist
monk in the present history of Nepal.

i!ﬂ*’qﬂﬁ!#

Bhikkhu Amritanand Thera

The late Venerable Mahaprajna
Thera, who was a Hinda by birth, first
in 1924 was ordained, as a Buddhist
monk, by a Tibetan Lama, Venerable
Chering Norbu, in Kathmandu.At that
time the law of Nepal prohibits any
conversion from one religion to ano-
ther. Since he became a Buddhist monk

from Hindu so he was expelled from
Nepal along with the other four monks
who had become Buddhist monks. It

was during the time of late Chandra
Shamsher J. B. Rana, the then Prime
Minister of Nepal. After expulsion he
went to Lhasa, the capital of Tibet.
After some years he came to India. In
1928,he became Theravadian Buddhist

‘Monk at Kusinara under the late Ven-

erable U Chandramani Maha Thera as
his Upajjhaya. After that he was resi-
ding at Kalimpong, Darjeeling, North
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India. (Later on he disrobed.)

In the begining of 1937 I went to
castern Nepal , Bhojpur, from Darjee-
ling, for propagation of Dhamma. As
there was no motorable road from Da-
rjeeling to Bhojpur so, I walked up. It
took me more than two weeks. I have
some relatives there. Besides, many

Sakya families are living there. Later -

on, the late Venerable Mahaprajna
Thera joined me in Bhojpur.

After some religious function
the governor of that place came to
know that the late Venerable Thera
was expelled from Nepal in the past.
8o, he was caught and sent to jail. At
that time I was asked to go away. “Sin-
ce I am a born Buddhist I won’t leave
my teacher. I would follow him *’ said
I to the governer. Thus I went to jail
along with him

After having spent for some monhts
in jail, one night, I dreamt five suns in
five colours. On the same night 1 drea-
mt I cut off a neck of a man and was

bleeding out. When I awoke I told this.

to the late Venerable Thera. He said,
“To - day we can leave the jail >’. At
about 11 a.m. we were called by an
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authority of the jail and asked us not
to come again into Nepal. Then, we
were sent with two policemen up to the
Nepal-India border It was during the
time of Juddha Shamsher J. B. Rana,
the then Prime Minister of Nepal.

In the begining of 1938 I left for
Burma to study Pali. At that time there
were two Nepalese Theravadian Monks
in Maoulmein, upper Burma, at Tau-
ngpo Kyung. They were Venerable
Shakya Nanda Maha Thera and Vene-
rable Anuruddha Maha Thera. So, I
went to them in Maoulmetn. The Chife
-monk of that monastery was late Ven-
erable Agga Maha Pandita U, Chakk-
apala Maha Thera. After having spent
for some months, I left for Sri Lanka,
because the food was not very agreea-
ble for me. :

On January 25, 1940, I got my
Upasampada (higher ordination)in Sri
Lanka. My Upajjhaya--teacher was the
late Venerable Dhammarakkhita Van-
salankara Siri Palene Vajiranana Mah-
anayaka Maha Thera of Vajiraramaya,
Colombo. :

At the end of 1942 I came to
Kathmandu, Nepal from Sri Lanka. At
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that time there were late Venerable
Dhammaloka Maha Thera and late
Sumangala Samanera at Kimdol Viha--
ra, at the vicinity of Kathmandu, Till
I came to Kathmandu, there was no
propagation of Dhamma nor there was
any preaching in public by Bhikkhus.
During those days, there were some
political trouble in Kathmandu, Four
politicians were hanged up and shot
down to death. Four or five people can
not get together. Despite, I preached
Dhamma, in public, at Swayambhu--
hill, at the vicinity of Kathmandu for
a month every morning. There was a
large gathering. It was a great success.
Many people came to Vihara and ob--
served Panchaseela etc, Thus I carried

my Dhammaduta -- work until 1944
constantly.

During this periodIprinted some books,
Such as, Triratna-Vandana (Salutation
to the Triple Gem ), Pathya-Sutra
(Text for recitations), Dhammapada,
Buddhajeevani(A short life story of the
Buddba ), Grihivinaya ( Rules of lay--
people ) etc. Later on all these books
were confiscated by the then Rana-
Government During this period a few
more Theravadian Nepalese Monks

araeafa

“came to Nepal from abroad after their
study of dhamma. Among them was
venerable Panna Nanda Maha Thera,
who was also ordained by the late U.
Chandramani Maha Thera at Kusi-

nara, India, in 1930 I must say, with
great pleasure, that he was the first

Theravadian Buddhist Monk who, soon
4fter his ordination, appeared in Kath-
mandu street.

In 1944 Venerable Panna Nanda
Thera was trying to ordain a lady as a
Nun. After that the then Prime Minis-
ter, Juddha Shamsher J. B. Rana of
Nepal summoned all the Theravadian
monks and asked them not to preach
Dhamma. But the Bhikkhus did not
accept it. Thereby the Prime Minister
of Nepal ordered them to leave the
country. Within three day’s time they
had to leave the country. Thus they
were expelled from Nepal. There were
altogether eight Theravadian monks at
that time in Kathmandu.

At that time I was at Sarnath,
Benares, India. When all the expelled
monks were assembled at Sarnath, a
Buddhist Society of Nepal ( Dkarmo-
daya Sabha) was established under the
Chairmanship of the late Venerable U.
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Chandramani Maha Thera. I went to
every Buddhist Society in India, and
appealed it to protest the Government
of Nepal. I also wrote letters to Ther-
avadian Buddhist countries in abroad.
After that I left for Sri Lanka.

In 1945 Iwas able to bringa
good-will mossion from Sri Lanka tQ
Nepal The head of the mission was
the Most Venerable Narada Maha
Thera of Vajiraramaya, Colombo. The
mission was permitted to visit Nepal
on a pligrimage but not to preach
Dhamma. Later on when the mission
reached Kathmandu, however, T was
able to get a permission to preach
‘Dhamma, at Ananda Kuti Vihara, Sw-
ayambhu, Kathmandu, Nepal.

On this occasion I had chance of
meeting with the then Prime Minister.
Padma Shamsher J. B. Rana. He was
a new Prime Minister. I spoke to him
and was able to get permission for
one monk to get back to Kathmandu
from exile. In this way, I was able to
get back the monks into Nepal from
exile.

The first monastery of Theravada
Ananda Kuti Vihar, is the first
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monastery of Theravada Buddhists of
Nepal, which was established by the
late Venerable Dhammaloka Maha
Thera of Nepal in 1943. It .is situated
on Swayambhu-hill, at the vicinity of
Kathmandu. In this we have a Chetiya,

a Seema, established by the most
Venerable Narada Maha Thera of Sri

Lanka in 1946, a Shrine - room, a
Dining-hall, a Preaching-hall and three
Residencial-quarters.

At present

At present about 50 Theravadian
Monks are living in Nepal. Of them,
Venerable Panna Nanda Maha Thera

is the eldest one. He is 81 and 49
Vassavasa. After him it comes Vener-

" able Shakya Nanda Maha Thera and

Anuraddha Maha Thera, and then my-
self. Among these monks, seven are in

‘Thailand and ten in Sri Lanka. They are

studying there Pali. Besides there are
more than forty Buddhist Nuns in
Nepal,at present. One can find twelve
Viharas in Kathmandu valley and six-
teen Viharas outside Kathmandu valley.

One Seema was established by Vener-
able Madihe Pannaseecha Mahanayak

Maha Thera of Sri Lanka in 1951, at
Sri Sumangala Vihara, Patan, Kath-
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mandu valley, and another one was
established by Venerable Anurudha
Maha Thera of Nepal in 1976 .. at
Lumbini.

Buddhist literature

Nearly two hundred books,
including booklets, written by various
Monks, had been published. Of these
17 volumes of books are quite thick.
These are mainly. translated directly
from Pali text and published by Ananda
Kuti Vihar Trust. Itis translated by
me into Nepali Janguage. It has given
great opportunity to Nepali people to

study Pali literature in their own
‘mother-tongue. Till the publication of
these series there were not a single
book in Nepali on Pali literature. It
is being published methodically.
Buddhist Pariyatti classes are being
held by Venerable Buddhaghosa Maha
JThera on every Saturday.

Because of propagation of

Dhamma for the last forty years by

the Theravadian Monks, in general,

there are all-round awakening in Nepal
among all Buddhist section.
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