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A $IIOH? HI$T$HI O[ TH$R,ITAI}A BI]E$IEI$il{ IN flfiPEt

Introduction cf Ther*vaila
Budilhism to I'{epal.

About 55 years ago,in my chiidhood,

I was told by a Bajraeharya teacher,

"There &re no living Buddhist monkr

on this earth but, a wall-paioting." In
spite"of this,first timc in my life,in 1935,

I saw living Buddhist Monks at Kus-

lnara, whefe the Buddha passedJaway,

in Tahashil Davaria District, Indla.

It was on Augus t 2, lg3s,at the

age of 18, I got my ordination at Kusi-
n&ra, India. My apajjhaya was late

Vcnerable U. ChandramaniMaha Thera

of Burma. After ordination he sent

me to the latc Venerable Mhhaprajna

Thera of Nepat. At that time he was

residing at Kalimpon g,Darjecling,Nor-

th India.As a matter of fact,he was the

first Nepalese Theravadian Buddhlst

monk in the prosent history of Nepal.

rr+<fr

Bhlkkhu Amritananil There

The late Vencrable MahaPrajna

Thera, who was a Hiude by birth, first
inl924 was ordained, as a Buddhist

monk, by a Tibctan Lama, Venerable

Chering Norbu, in Kathmandu.At that

time tho law cf Nepal prohibitr aoy

convcrsion from one religlou to ato-
ther. Since he became a Buddhistroonk

from llindu so he-was expelled from
Ncpal along with the other four monks
who had become Buddhist monks. It
was during the time of late Chandra

Shamsher J. B. Rana, the then Prime

Minister of Nepal. After expulsion he

went to Lhasa, the capital of Tibet.

After somo years he came to Indla. In
l928,he became Theravadian Buddhlst

"Monk at Kusiuara under the late Vcn-

erabie U,Chandramani Maha Thera as

hls tlpajjhaya. After that he war roi-
ding at Kalimpong, Darjeeling, North

(cr)



India. (Lator on he disrobcd.)
In the begining of 1937I wcut to

eastern Nepal, Bhojpur, from Darjee-
ling, for propagation of Dhamma. As
there was no motorable road from Da-
rjeeling to Bhojpur so, I walked up. It
took me morc than two weeks. I have
tome relatives thero. Besides, maDy
Sakya families are living therc. Leter '
on, the latc Vcnerablc Mahaprajna
Tbera joined me in Bhojpur.

After some religious function
the governor of that place oame to
kuow that the late Venerable Thera
was expelled from Nepal in the past.
So, he was oaught and sent to jail. At
that time I was asked to go away. .,Sin-

ce I am a bora Buddhist I wonrt leave
my teacfer. I would follow him " said
I to the governor. Thus I went to jail
along with him

After having spcnt for some monhts
in jail, one aight,I dreamt fivc suns in
five colours. On the same night I drea-
mt I cut off a neck of a man and was
bleedtng out. When I awoke I told this.
to thc late Veoerablc Thera. He said,

" To - day we cau leavc the jail ,,. At
about 11 a. m. we were called by an

(r')

authority of the jail and askcd us uot
to come again into Nepal. Then, we
were sent with two policemen up to thc
Nepal-India border It was during the
time of Juddha Shamsher J. B. Rana,
the then Prime N.Iinister of Nepal.

In the begining of 1938 I left for
Burma to study Pali. At that tlme thcre

were two Nepalese Theravadian Monks
in Maoulmein, upper Burma, at Tau-
ngpo Kyung. They were Vencrable
Shakya Nanda Maha Thera and Vene-

rable Anuruddha Maha Thera. So, I
went to them in Maq:ulmein. Thc ehife
-mouk of that monastery was late Ven-

erable Agga Maha Pandita U. Chakk-
apala Maha ?hcra. After having spent

for some mooths, I left for Sri Lanka,
beeause the food was not very agreea-

ble for me.

On January 25,1940, I got my
(Ipasampada {higher ordinatioh ) in Sri
Lanka. My Upajjhaya-teacher was the
late Venerable Dhammarakkhita Van-
salankara Siii Paleno Yajiranana Mah-
anayaka Maha Thera of Vajiraramaya,
Colombo.

At the end of lg42 I came to
Kathmardu, Nepal frour Sri Lanka. At

qHFEcfq



that tlme thore were lats Yenerable

Dhammaloka Maha Thera and late

Sumangala Samanera at Kimdol Viha-
ra, &t the vieinity of Kathmandu. Till
I came to Kathmandu, there was no
propagation of Dhamnla nor there was

any preaching in public by Bhikkhus.
During those days, there were some

political trouble in Kathmandu, Eour
politicians were hanged up and shot
down to death. Four or five people can
not get together. Despite, I preached

Dhamma, in public, at Swayambhu-
hill, at the vicinity of Kathmandu for
a month every morning. There wa$ a

Iarge gathering. It was a great Buccess.

Many people came to Vihara and ob--
served Panchaseela otc. Thus I carried
my Dhammaduta -- work until lg4q
constantly.

During this periodlprinted some books.
Such as, Triratna-Yandana (Salutation

to the Triple Gem ), Pathya-Sutra
(Text for recitations), Dhammapada,
Buddhajeevani(A shortlife srory of the
Buddha ), Grihivinaye ( Rules of lay--
people ) etc. Later on all these books
were confiscated by the then Rana-

Government Durlng this period a few
more Thcravadian Nepalese Monks

silfiqrfs

"came to Nepal from abroad pfter thelr

study of dhannma. Among them was

venerable Panna Naoda Maha Thora,

who was also ordained by the late U.

Chandramani Maha Thera at Kusi'

nara, India, ln 1930 I noust saY, with
great pleasure, that he was the first

Theravadian Budclhist Monk who, soon

dfter his ordination, appeared in Kath-

mrndu street.

In 1944 Venerable Panna Nanda

Thera wae trying to ordain a lady as a

Nun. After that the then Primo Minis-

ter, Juddha Shamsher J. B- Rana of

Nepal summonod all the Theravadian

monks and asked them not to Preach

Dhamma. But the Bhikkhus did not

accept it. Thereby the Prime Minister

of Nepal ordered them to leave the

country. Within three day's time they

had to leave the country. Thus they

were expelled from Nepal. There were

altogether eight Theravadian monks at

that time in Kathmandu.

At that time I was at Sarnath,

Benares, India, When all the expelled

monks were assembled at Sarratb, a

Buddhist Society of Nepal I Dh*rmo-

daya Sabha) was established under the

Chairmanship of the late Venerable U.

(rr)



Chandramani Maha Thera. I went to

cvery Buddhist ,society in India, and

appeale<l it to protest the Government

of Nopal. I also wrote letters to Ther-

avadian Buddhist countries in abroad.

After that I left for Srl Lanka.

In 1915 I was able to bring a

good-will mossion from Sri Lanka tg
Nepal The head of the mission wa.s

the Most Venerable Narada Maha
Thera of Vajiraramaya, Colombo. The

mission was permitted to visit Nepal
on a pligrimagc but not. to preach

Dhamma. Later on whcn the mission
reachcd Kathmandu, however, I was

able to get a permlssion to preach

Dhamma, at Ananda Kuti Vthara, Sw-
ayambhu, Kathmandu, Nepal.

On this occasion I had chance of
mecting with the then Prirne Minister.
Padma Shamsher J. B. R.ana. He was

a new Primg'Minister. I cpoke to him
and was ablc to get permission for
one monk to get back to Kathmandu
from oxile. In this way, I was able to
get back the monks into Nepal from
exile.

The first rnonastory cf Thoravade

. Ananda Kuti Vihar. is the first

( rq)

monastery of Theravada Buddhlsts of
Nepal, which was established by the

late Yenerable Dhammaloka Maha

Thera of Nepal in 1943. It is situated

on Srvalambhu-hill, at the vicinity of
Kathmandu. In this wehave a Chetiya,
a Seema, established by the most
Venerable Narada Maha Thera of Sri

Lanka in 1946, a Shrine - room, a

Dining-hall, a Preaching-hall and three

Residencial -quarters.

At present

At present about 50 Theravadian

Monks are triving in Nepal. Of them,

Venerable Panna Nanda Maha Thera

is the eldest one. He is 81 and 49

Vassavasa. After him it comes Vener-

able Shakya Nanda Maha Thrra and

Anuraddha Maha Thera, and then my-
self. Among these monks, seven are in

Thailand and ten in Sri Lanka. They are

studying there Pali. Besides there are

more than forty Buddhist Nuns in

Nepal,at preseot. One can find twelve

Viharas in Kathmandu valley and six-

teeo Viharas outside Kathmandu valley.

One Seemd was established by Vener-
able Madihe Pannaseeha Mahanayak

Maha Thera of Sri Lanka in 1951, at

Sri Sumangala Vihara, P{tan, Kath-

qllraTrT



mandu'valley, and another one was

established by Venerable Anurudha

Maha Thera of Nepal in 1976 .. at

Lumbini.

Buddhist literature

Nearly two hundrcd books,

including booklets, wrltten by various

Monks, had been published.0f these

17 volumes of books aie quite thick.

These are mainiy. translated directly

from Pali text and published byAnanda

Kuti Vihar Trust. .It is translated by

me into Nepati language. It has given

great opportuoity to Nepali peoplc to

study Pali literature in their own
'mother-tongue. Till the publication of
these series there were not a single

book in Nepali on Pali literature. It
is being publlshed methodically.

Buddhist Pariyatti classes are being '

held by Venerable Buddhaghosa Maha

phcra oo every Saturday.

Because of propagation of

Dhamma for the last forty years by

the Theravadlan Monks, in generat,

there are all-round awakening in Nepal

among all Buddhist section.
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ftfq qwqsl iqee rrr't a{rcle{fq+r ssFr qsqrEfi

frel uufrv uqrrvfa<. g€ awrdl orrtrqcr qs c
{fifqqrnJ qcq rrtt qrii wawdf sdg rra] r

qr* $trq r gevlrr qr;rar str sflaf'af{cuctrrfi'T

wru 5g6rra) r

t6l6qr€I

Brrrri[gdtqr tra gfurrr

letr qtarr) gflwrr #ise gforrrrl f<+-

qr qlq qrffEga'lqr ga[qr oqr q{lurr mrrirq

scTfi cql r

ftEra !..i1 qr *or<A* ela fsfi,florr
qITqIaIEFET<r frr<q gur fin rr{qcfq Iqq
{t't+ +Ea gfwwfi fEa sqra q{il6'+r ggr r[ar
ugevk<* ,ft.drrfi ga rri eqrq-{ mi qq+i

g'<t sl.Frsr rr;[ rrfi I

f<6rr e ss tfe q Tq{Ec vrrrcT il?Trrrctr

cqt sfq frrq mr<ftcs1g silq r<n r frq
t{tsre gagor ufi r

amrrTr sqrus' ufift rdeqn gvra<+t

qflcfcm frsa cqrlcr 1 fcta ".trtt ercw

rRfr r

fqis} ftrq g$urqra s,i ?srqr €rqa
qf,r

mil€tft

srsqrd

€TITIiTIF IICEGITTI [tGt
cr<<:Xffi fEqrcr6 IIGF1rt1 EEIri trrrTIQrF

frre{ errr*q+} alfdF{fr fcq fcrt 6rr{q, gq!+

slrEfrr, rfirur s-qrq.ri 1qfr eqrg< rfl.r{ (fE

arq+'lrr 1 qE I aftl;EA rtrrgr <-wreni+t ugr

fqq {'{'rri srqrE.F qoecrqr r+u qq+} q r ans
f.
qrqlsfiqs rrqrqq flqq (eftl q r Bi6 f,<*wr

i-sqtcrrt ( fcq gi+} qrflo qtq xro rqfi e r

fifarcrs
o t c\ I

rlatdl qr EIII EII{A

rqr{}q rur}qw scf(co 6a ftq {:it
mracrsJile rfq+qJE+] orrr rr{ qc} r

,'eisqrcl gftw atr fitil rrtqr rr* gua

.FT{rsr sfriq r af rf cttt,r qJ q}W r tqao*

fic dtcq $EFr J;q l" qrt 611fvq Sdtil mlc.
rfu] qqTEq frqr<rr rrqr) qr rlra ewtlqrr

ewe rrg ufr r ee umtlqcr ficlit eqtdlt rla
ssRqa AEg.q) r * gsfrtt sfss+l faqFTqtqt

sTdfi{-d s-m urt6a} aT<qil cta qq?rwr

milr{Fqrq gra wt+1f,tq} r

ftat aq<

qrla fqurila

trrmril wraq ger) qirTr{ilr gfsq{t

qonqt) fsar$ arrccr 'fsarri crfq f{sr{td
rqmcri sro Efil{itilE[ eqraqrqt] aTErIHdIril I
serftq sfcfd'Troq qqr) q I qs s'fqf(t qrrrft

* t rcrrqrrrdt sc{'r{r'|, gvwu}rmm} gf,tu

(rt1
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( r) 'gawdta qflqrre+€s vIIT-l

( q ) gaudtn qrqo-qRa trrrr-l

( o ) :garrfra *n[q+t-qf{a YIrr- I
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