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WHAT IS THIS RELIGION ?

MESSAGE FOR ALL

EVERY man must have a religion and
that religion must be one which will appeal to
the inte]lectual mind. Without a religion, man
becomes a danger to society. Scientists and
psychologists have widened our horizon but
they have not given us a purpose in life. Only
religion can do this. Man must therefore
choose a rational and scientific religion accor-
ding to his convictions. No one has the right
to force another person to accept any religion.
No one should exploit poveriy, illiteracy or
human emotional feelings to force others to
accept a certain religion.

Man should be free to choose his own
religion according to his liking and intellectual
capacity."i‘o follow a religion bindly without
an understanding, would deprive the religion of
its spiritual value. Human beings are not
animals. They have intelligence and common=
sense to differentiate between what is right and
~wrong. They can adapt themselves according
to circumstances. They should therefore choose
a religion that is logically sound and inspiring.

THE MIDDLE—WAY

The religion that is being iniroduced in
this article is a scientific educational systemr

(%)

- K. Sri Dhammananda

which was revealed to the world some twenty-
five centuries ago, by a most enlightened and
compassionate Teacher. This religion is also
known as “Middle—way, righteous way of life,
ethicophilosophical system and a reli.gion of
freedom and reason.” It teaches us to do three
mazin things; namely, “KEEP AWAY FROM
BAD DEEDS, DO GOOD AND PURIFY
THE MIND.”

The moral conduct of the people plays a
most important part in this religion. Its great
Teacher once said, “My teaching is not to
but

practise.” It encourages people to study its

come and believe, to come, see and
teaching fully and so allow them to use their
own judgment to decide as to whether they
should accept the teachings or otherwise. No
one is asked to come and embrace this religion
without first having an understanding of its
teachings. '

Superfluous rites and rituals have no real
religious value of significance. There are no
superstitious beliefs and practices or secret
doctrines in this religion. Everything is open
to the choice of followers who are at liberty to
investigate the teachings and ask questions
whenever they want to clear their doubts.
According to the founder of this great religion,
one shonld not believe anything merely because

ey



a great sage has preached it or because it is
traditionally accepted but one should use one’s
common sense and intelligence, and accept it
only if it is worth while to do so.

This feligion teaches that the noble eight-
fold path which consists of Right Understan-
ding, Right-thought, Right-speach, Right-
action, Right-livelihood, Right-effort, Right-
* Mindfulness and Right Copcentration as the
unique middle way to get rid of the sufferings
of life, to which all beings are subject in the
course of wanderings in life.

This middle way is neither a metaphysical
Path nor a ritualistic path; neither dogmatism

nor scepticism, neither self-indulgence nor self-
mortification; neither eternalism nor nihilism,
neither pessimism nor optimism; it is a path of
Enlightenment a means of deliverance from
stuﬁ'cring. This religion never teaches that
human beings are suffering in th;s world today
because of the sins committed by their ances-
tors; on the contrary every person carries with
him or her his or her own merits or demerits
individually. Man himself is solely responsible
for his own pain or pleasure.

One who follows the Middle Path intro=
duced by this religion will certainly find real

peace and happiness. < (cont,,)

DONATION

Kathmandu,

Some robes, slippers and umbrellas were
donated to the Nepalese Bhikkhusin a cere-
mony held at Dharma Kirti Vihar, Nhahghal,
by His Excellency U Sein Luin, Minister For
Home And Religous Affairs Of The Union Of
Burma on behalf of Burma. Three - Sets of
Holy Tripitaka were presented by His Excel-
lency Lwin for three Buddhist Libraries—The
Lumbini Internatianational Buddhist Library
which will be established in the future, the
Apanda Kuti Vihar and the Dharma Kirti
Vihar.

On that occasion His Excellency the
Burmese Ambassador expressed his thought
about the relation between Nepal and Burma.
Venerable Bhikkhu Amritananda Mahathera
of Ananda Kuti Vihar
Buddhism that it is to be kept in one’s

threw his idea on

. mind-according to the realisation but it is not

that kind of religion which is to be followed
blindly. Another speaker Mr. Lok Darshan
Bajracharya, the chairman of the Lumbini
Development Project, gﬁve his opinion on
Buddhism that it should not be minimised only
among the lineage. o

Hon’ble Edacation and Culture Minister
Mr. Narayan Datta Bhatta expressed a delight
for the beautiful chance of his participation in
the csremonv from -the chair and also he
partook in the Buddha Puja as organised in the
same ceremony.

The ceremonv had began with the wel-
come speech of the BnddhistNun Dhamma Vati

" the President of Dharma Kirti Buddhist Study

Circle.

On the conclusion of the ceremony Mr.
Prakash Bajracharya noted a Vote of thanks.
Hon’ble R. P. Members and reputed religious
persons were présent in that ceremony.
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THAI NEPAL KATHFEN

A grand Katheen is going to ‘be held at Wat Anand Kuti, §
Swayambhu, on 15th. October 1981 (Thursday) which will be organi-
zed by Thai buddhists in collaboration of buddhists of Nepal.

According to the programme, a colourful Procession will carry the

Katheen Cheevar (robe) to be donated to Wat Anand Kuti. The

gathering place for the procession is at Darbar Marg, in front of Thai . §

International Airways Office. The procession will start at 7.00 A. M.
and will follow the following route—Darbar Marg, Kamalachhi. Ason,
Machhendra Bahal, Kilagal, Nardevi, Dalloo, Wat Ananda Kuti.

The function of Katheen will be held at Wat Ananda Kuti
at 9.00 A. M. At that function the Katheen Cheevar will be
donated to the Bikkhu Sangha of Nepal by Mr. Prasert Ung-Olan, the
District Manager of Thai International Kathmandu. Ven'ble Amrita-
nanda Mahathera will express the acceptance of the donation in speech.

To make the Katheen successful, an executive body has been
organized among Thai buddhists under the chairmanship of Ven'ble
Phra Dharma Dheer Raj Mahamuni, Wat Paknam, Bangkok (from
monks side) and Mr. Prasert Ung-Olan (from laymen side). A working,
Committee has also been erected, including Mr. Sawat Inpongnuwat,
the Thai Station manager. Itis to be noted that Mr. Sawat was the
organizer of Katheen held at Patan 2 years ago. There are 150
Committee members including Royal Thai Ambassador to Nepal and
Thai mznager in different Countries.

A collaborating Committee of 250 members has also been
organized among Nepali buddhists, The chairmen of that Committee
include Ven'ble Praggyananda Mahathera (from monks side) ' and
Mr. Lok Darshan Bajracharya (from laymen side).
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