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BODHICHARIYAVATARA

SANTIDEVA’S Bodhichariyava--

tara occupies a seecond place only to
sthe Dhammapada among Buddhist
books. Santideva was ope of the bright
stars among the galaxy of the Nalanda
alumni. He flourished under the reign
of King Sila, the son of King Horsha
_ Siladitya in whose reign Hieun Tsang

from China graduated at the Nalanda

University. Santideva was a follower
of the great dialectician, Nagarjuna of
Nalanda. Santideva’s Sanskrit Class
Bodhichariyavatara hag been called by
European scholars” the finest poem in
Mahayana Buddhism.”
Bodhichariyavatara means “En-
trance to Training for Enlightenment.”
It is a poem of devotion to the Triple
Gem, and a hymn of love and pity
for the suffering world. Santideva did
not write this book to instruct others
or to display his talents asa writer.
He wrote it for his own edification or

wranyla

~ by Amarasiri Weeraratne |

as he himself says “to become the
Dharma” (dbarmabhuta). Yet this
gem among Buddhist books strikes
onc as being more protitable than
many boeks written for the instruction
of others. It describes the path to be
followed by all seekers after Enlighten-
ment in the most mellifluous and
loveable language with wealth of simi-
les and other figures of speech. Santi-
deva skilfully resorts to the nine
devices of Sanskrit rhetoric, but
avoids, the first (Srinagara) as it is
out of place here,

This book has been translated to
many BEuropean and Asian languages.
The Sinhalese translation is by the late
Ven : D. Sasanasiri Thero of - the
Mahabodhi Society, Benares. An Ita-
lian translation has been published by
Prof: Tucci. At the end of the 10th
century Thiea Tsai from North India
is said to have Prepared a Chinese

()



translation during the reign of the
Emperor Tai-Sen of the late Sung
dynasty. It is said to have been inclu-
ded in the Chinese Tripitaka. Although
an earlier Japanese translation is said

to have existed Prof. Enshu Kamakura .

of the Tohiku University is reported
to have brought out a modern and
revised trapslation into the Japancse
language. An English translation pre-
pared by me was published by the
Buddhist Federation of Australia in
May 1958.

THIS BOOK secems to have in-
fluenced Sinhalese authors from the
Polonnaruwa period oonwards when
the study of Sanskrit bscame popular
in Ceylon. Though written by a Maba-
yanist there is hardly anything wiih
which a Theravada Buddhist can disa-

gree. In the first chapter Santideva
describes  the

faculty of comprehending and acting
according to the Dhamma, Just as on
a dark night the sky is lit up by a flash
of lightning, the mind of man is for a
moment drawn towards the Dhamma
because of the infinite compassion of
a Buddha. Then again it recedes to the
darkness of the world. Santideva des-

cribes the methods to develop the

(3¥)

“Bodhichitta” — the

latent faculty for good (Bodhichitta)
in order to win the ambrosial bliss of
Nirvana. Says he, The insignificant
particle which causes to arise the
virtue of a Buddha is present in all

creatures, “and it is by reason of this
that all creatures are to be revered.”

When this faculty is developed .
the ignoratit worlding hitherto deluded
by the mirages of ‘maya’ becomes
elevated to honour like a flag hoisted
among gods and men. His bodyso
full, of impurities becomes worthy of
honour “like unto the body of a Cha-
kravarthy mooarch.”

Santideva goes. on to write on
the following chapters :-——2. From
darkness to Light. 3. Resclutions. 4.
Right Mindfulness. 5. Forbearance.
6. Driving Epergy. 7. Councentration.
8. Supreme Enlightenment. _

Santideva’s - style is inimitable.
The sweet aroma of his infinite love
pervades the entire work. His skill in
rhetoric coupled with his deep com-
passion make his charm irresistible.
His heart was a perennial spring
brimming with an ipfinite fund of
mercy for suffering humanity. His
welling compassion breaks into the
following hyma :— (conti...)
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(22) FIHTAT Tatqar g+ RS IRECOR: Gl Y /-
(RR)  gEFIT F1mw HIT-3 14/~ (3 %09
(23) gaEFEnq FTRTT IT—3 /- (3. %50)
(2¢) gaEwiea TZEAIZE HIT-3 L4/~ (9. x&3)
. (24)  gEHIelT qeiEs HIT—3 1Y /- (9 s3¥)
(2%) 999 w9y sTg @) ¥/[—
(r9) sras dug WTiT—9 Y0/- (7. Re%)
(25) wmas dng WIT-3 5/~ (3. 3%0)
(18) saw sng WIT—3 13/~ (3- 3%0)
(Re) aravazFar (Ra1Q)  win—3 go/= (9- 2ev)
Sareay
) (R?)  wewvagear (G HeRTo) W-g (F309)

(R)  gEFINa Afgar
(x3)  g@wIE0a "fzar

WrT-3  (Jqrar)
HiT-3  (Aqrar)

dl geaTge qzy eqiq
GGG a'fa“r mr%;{ faam Fm; fawga, %g@ar qugq — attsﬁlsﬂ g;err, mnagza, . 7.




